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The hostile course of the National Board of Health and the presentation by 





‘ats President of its complaints against the Board of Health of the State of 


Louisiana, to the President and Representatives of the United States, 
demand a full statement of the causes of difference between said Boards of 
Health. 

In accordance with the formal resolution of the Board of Health of the 
State of Louisiana, the following record of the official acts of the Quarantine 
and Sanitary authorities of Louisiana, is respectfully snbmitted for the con- 
sideration of the Chief Executive and General Assembly of Louisiana, and of 
the President and Representatives of the United States. 

JOSEPH JONES, M. D., 
President Board of Health. 

Office Board of Health, State-House, New Orleans, Louisiana, December 
6, 1880. 
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LEE RODUCTION 


To His Excellency, Louis A. Wiltz, Governor of Louisiana: 


Str :—The Board of Health of the State of Louisiana, have the honor to 
submit, through your Excellency, to the General Assembly of Louisiana, the 
annual report for the year eighteen hundred and eighty. 

Louisiana has been free from epidemics of contagious and infectious dis- 
eases during the year 1880. 

The remarkable exemption of New Orleans from contagious and infectious 
diseases, aS well as its undoubted healthfulness during the past year, are 
clearly demonstrated by the following comparative tables of the mortality 
from the various forms of fever, diarrheal diseases, congestion of the brain, 
convulsions, phthisis pulmonalis, and from all causes, in the individual 
months during the past twelve years —1869 to 1880. 


COMPARATIVE TABLE OF THE MORTALITY IN THE CITY OF NEW ORLEANS DURING 


THE MONTH OF 
JANUARY 


DURING THE YEARS 1869 TO 1880 INCLUSIVE, SHOWING DEATHS BY SOME OF THE 
PRINCIPAL DISEASES, TOTAL NUMBER OF DEATHS AND DEATH RATE PER 1000 IN- 
HABITANTS PER ANNUM. 
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1869. | 1870. | 1871. | 1872. | 1873. | 1874. | 1875. | 1876. | 1877. | 1878. | 1879. | 1880.) 3 A S 

6 3 
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Yellow Fever........ Joe es wid cad 
Malarial Fever....-. 13 ne 7 15 17 11 10 15 22 10 5 10 150 
Typhoid Fever...... 6 4 7 3 9 3 2 3 4 2 2 6 51 
Scarlet Fever........ aM 3 Lapras cine clews cee 1 19 Wesel ore 1 26 
IMeasleseecc svc. 2 BPS ea Pe aa Aig ee es Se aerate ae ew, Laue OPO ie Crake Lp bees Sm gene 1 
SmAlleeox ee es 3 A) Ee eseiea eae 64 87 32 8 126 13h ese 402 
Diphtheria........... 2 Sileans 4 7 8 1 4 7 3 7 5 51 
Diarrheel Diseases . Qi 22 26 24 20 24 48 18 23 16 23 29 294 
Cong. of the Brain. . 11 7 6 14 17 12 8 8 7 2 15 6 113 
Convulsions 2. 22.-.-: 16 Q8 Q1 23 23 15 26 14 ile 15 7 15 220 
_ Phthisis Pulmonalis.. 42 56 55 56 90 81 80 76 74 65 76 67 818 
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Yellow Fever........ 5 Ee Sn ete Wee oes Wb ere tet § Move area saat oh Potersrs iP eters sb vara ate {ep 
Malarial Fever....-. 8 9 11 20 14 12 8 14 20 ts 3 13 139 
Typhoid Fever......-. 4 5 5 5 9 1 5 6 8 Q a 4 55 
Scarlet Fever......-- 2Q DS ena ras seers e lubes aiee 1 1 PA Sees err, 1 39 
IMeaslaseer aces sie = Q 9 1 ae AR Ail, Bee x3 1 13 
SmallvPoxts2.0.2-.3. 1 56 2) Q 83 82 44 Q5ly 198 20) . eee 506 
Winhwnerlas.cs2-+,---: ofa ete Meets Q § 1 4 6 5 Q 4 4} 4 37 
Diarrheal Diseases. . 8 10 16 35 Q7 18 16 14 9 15 13 15 196 
Congestion of Brain. . 9 u 8 22 7 14 3 13) a 6 4 4 105 
Convulsions........-. 13 19 16 21 18 23 16 6 12 11 10 6 171 
Phthisis Pulmonalis. 43 52 54 81 58 64 84 60 81 55 B 69 174 
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Death-rate per 1000..| 18.34] 26.95| 21.80] 39.58| 34.93| 27.42] 25.94] 26.28| 33.65] 29.20] 20.57] 24.331 27.38 
Death-rate per 1000..| 18,34) 26.95) 21 80) 39.58) 34.93] 27.421 20.98) 20.20) S¥.Gol 2e.c0) M.00) 24.531 __ 87.38 
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COMPARATIVE TABLE OF THE MORTALITY IN THE CITY OF NEW ORLEANS DURING 
THE MONTH OF 


MARCH. 
OF THE YEARS 1869 TO 1880 INCLUSIVE, SHOWING DEATHS BY SOME OF THE PRINCI- 


PAL DISEASES, TOTAL NUMBER OF DEATHS AND DEATH RATE PER 1000 INHABI- 
TANTS PER ANNUM. 
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1869. |.1870. | 1871. | 1872. | 1873. | 1874. | 1875. | 1876. | 1877. | 1878. | 1879. | 1880. qa S 
Se 
aes 
Yellow Fever........ eee eee FY etl URN neem ete moe Pe eR uber Rorae ey th de DLA amp! ho oe Oe rae 158 
Malarial Fever...-..- 13 20 15 20 20 12 14 13 12 16 11 18 184 
Typhoid Feve1.-.-.-... 2 14 8 5 3 2 4 5 5 1 1 4 54 
Scarlet Fever........ Ut I eae YR.” eke ei OY Pe) GG A rs at Q Q7 3 Lyte 2. 6 89 
Measles i235... cee ce 22 DAN ibys 2 Ol Pee Beaten 9 i Genel Ls ies aa 4 52 
Sriall Pox. vee. fa. 1 BDAUE gs ae 5 719 88 94 up} 260 PAL 2S eS hee oe a F22 
DIPRtHeria. 92s. hl Yeetetme Ne yo eae “je ee 6 10 2 4 4 3} 5 38 
Diarrhceal Diseases. . 21 11 31 14 34 14 11 21 Q1 15 17 17 Q27 
Congestion of Brain. 6 7 £ 15 15 13 6 15 5 12 12 7 121 
Convulsions........-. 24 16 16 8 i 13 15 14[ 16 15 4 11 168 
Phthisis Pulmonalis. - 48 81 84 58 66 | 67 94 86 rt V7 85 432 
Total number deaths! ., 408 600 491 430 603 452 461 559 788 437 376 402 6007 
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Yellow Fever........ Z ‘ es 4 : Cee 
Malarial Peversc2s 2: 16 20 15 14 17 16 19 19 Q3 23 8 14 204 
Typhoid Fever....... 5 2 9 3 3 1 o 2 6 pa 3 4 45 
Scarlet Fever.....-.. 2 Tl iat cyte 1 1 ye Q 18 4 ee 3 38 
ING@ARIOB rere. ecto ccs 45 2 2 10 6 Stal Bes 38 Q 1 4 20 118 
SimallePoxw. se Joan 2 122 8 5 67 94 62 25 157 31 Le 965 
Diphtheria..........- 4 1 1 >. 2 9 4 2 3 10 4 Q 44 
Diarrheeal Diseases. . 35 19 64 24 108 24 18 17 32 32 28 20 421 
Congestion of Brain. 10 7 = 13 10 15 12 11 8 10 4 7 122 
Convulsions.......... 52 17 19 14 15 16 12 Q1 14 14 16 16 226 
Phthisis Pulmonalis. 712 44 56 49 68 79 65 58 57 66 74 68 786 
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Total number deaths} 559} 545) 440; 418} 600] 609 5221 447/555] 475] «= 369} 461 6000 
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Death rate per 1000..| 35.12] 34.24) 27.64} 26.26] 3769] 34.80) 29.82] 25.54! 31.71] 27.14] 21.08’ 2561! - 29.82 
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Malarial Fever....... 22 31 11 31 30 24 15 20 18 16 13 26 Q57 
Typhoid Fever......- 7 4g 4 5 4 4 4 3 5 7 3 3 56 
Scarlet Fever......... 2 5 2 3 A 1 2 Bie ee 1 5 34 
IMeaSIEB Et Meee ceases 74 5 1 22 1) Bae wet Rovers ELBA i ndsies. | Tucvaterel | Ameer 39 234 
SmaI OKs See ciele biel is-4 sag 78 66s 4 vat 9 26 ll 105 Maine S74 A 1 387 
Diphtheria........... 1 4) eee 6 2 6 6 4 3 3 2 4 41 
Diarrhceal Diseases.. 48 61 38 68 238 66 38 47 54 55 42 45 8co 
Con) of) Brain -=. s). tee 19 9 5 22 Q1 12 14 14 12 6 10 12 156 
Convulsions.......... 25 22 16 35! 30 19 13 Q1 9 16 13 26 245 
Phthisis Pulmonalis.. 59 53 59 79) 73 67 52 70 71 68 aL 69 791 
Total number deaths. 602 621 411 713, 930 548 403 601 _ 138 535 509 d81 7192 
Death rate per 1000...| 37.82] 39.01! 25.82] 44.79] 57.90] 31.31| 23.02| 34.34] 42.17] 30.57] 29.08] 32.97/ 35.51 
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Report of President Jones. 5 


COMPARATIVE , TABLE OF THE MORTALITY IN THE CITY OF NEW ORLEANS DURING THE 
MONTH OF 


cy 


JUNE. 


OF THE YEARS 1869 TO 1880 INCLUSIVE, SHOWING DEATHS BY SOME OF THE PRINCI- 
PAL DISEASES, TOTAL NUMBER OF DEATHS AND DEATH RATE PER 1000 INHABI- 
TANTS PER ANNUM. 


i=] 
| Se 
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Yellow Fever........ a ae Lpererers [eta eck eeroe Wh Seve e IY ote s [oe o's afl eettece beer ns pur ates lime oats 1 
Malarial Fever....... 19 50 35 18 25 24 26 23 7 26 16 32 341 
Typhoid Fever ...... 4 7 7 d 2 13 5 3 7 3 3 5 63 
Scarlet Fever.... 2 Cl Ygonol | Agbrall Ged | albeics 8 6 6a Beech Hace 6 31 
Mieaslogeis ssctes stuccres 51 Olie secs 17 Ta Ar. [tsi 63 Vitex, alneetaret: 23 177 
Surall POX ccc cle vec 3 POI cis ere 1 35 73 30 10 137 US deelnwe nes 366 
Diphtheria... 2 QIN eravele [IM omnes 1 HO Bocc B) 5 6 5 9 45 
Diarrheal Diseases... 55 81 67 41 56 33 81 62; 10! 52 53 56 738 
Con. of Brain......... 9 4 20 12 19 10 15 6 ae 9 9 15 150 
Convulsions.......... 34 28 26 39 Q7 18 24 Q7 19 16 17 14 289 


Phthisis Pulmonalis.. 62 64 74 66 58) 58 59 64 92} 108 37 70 812 
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Death rate per 1000 ..| 32.98} 42.28] 33.61] 35 90} 35.30) 29.541 31.48] 35.14] 36.31] 24.40] 22.97) 31.83 34.48 


JUIY. 


deaths for 
12 years 
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dH 
Yellow Fever........ All’ eal! RR Seal! ieee 3 Nace octe (Maeee eds (nes 26 3 1 34 
Malarial Fever ...... 47 43 40 34 62 67 39 5d 4l 47 33 26 534 
Typhoid Fever ...... 6 5 % 7 4 17 5 9 9 3 6 7 85 
Scarlet hee Sea API Q 5 2 1 bias sieve 20 EES cel SWB)! sone 11 47 
MT oanlederacetons cscs 20 3 6 10 T6Wea ste cate soe *p Teac hy ves 9 85 
Small Pox . Blewaiele ce ciee lu crete 4a cee ott ore te 11 41 24 1 56 Ht gia Lo Ao 168 
Diphtheria Raeed sates Gites. 1 3 3 13 7 4 1 5 2 6 51 
Diarrhcal Diseases.. 54 42 46 30 il 52 62 54 49 39 57 32 588 
Con. of Brain........ 15 8 17 17 20 22 16 19 9 11 8 11 173 
Convulsions ......... 33 20 26 12 45 21) 3L 19 17 18 10 14 266 
Phthisis Pulmonalis.. 67 66 58 56 83 68 VW BQ 70 69 98 67 866 
Total number deaths. 551 497 488 483 173 700 622 635 504 492 422 422 6589 





Death rate per 1000..| 34..61] 31.22} 30.65} 30.34] 48.56] 40.00) 35.54] 36.28] 28.80] 28.11] 23.63] 23.44 32.53 
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1869. | 1870. | 1871. | 1872. | 1873. | 1874. | 1875. | 1876. | 1877. | 1878. | 1879. | 1880.| az @ 

| 23> 

Ass 
Yellow Fever .. .... Borers 3 Q 1 19 5 1 1025 4 1060 
Maiarial Fever. ..-.-. 60 46 64 46 55 125 63 38 61 177 30 30 795 
Typhoid Fever....-- 4 9 8 8 6 7 18 8 5 5 10 1 4 89 
Scarlet Fever ........ jelae 2 AA 1 1 Q1 Bl hashes Ane 4 32 
IMicasloseiceic sles esis s)e'e'e 1 1 3 3 a LOWS Frees 1 Ae a 20 
Small Pox. ..-ccescces 1 4 esos Q 10 14 6 BD) reese . Eres 59 
Diphtheria........... 2 1 ihe «ahaa 4 6 11 3 2 4 9 ‘b 50 
Diarrhea] Diseases .. 36 37 39 39 30 4Q 26 Q7 od 57 21 26 417 
Con. of Brain........ 7 14 21 26 14 76 3 C4 Mawes, 33 7 9 234 
ConvulsiOng:. «<j.+ g«» 16 11 22 29 29 19 Q7 5 9 43 16 21 247 
Phthisis Pulmonalis.. 59 48 63 76 64 69 62 63 57 88 47 54 750 
Total number deaths. 421 480 551 569 498 708 447 403 516} 1784 422 407 7506 
Death rate per 1000...| 26.45] 30.15} 34.61] 35.74] 31.28] 40.45] 25.54] 23.02] 29.47/101.94/ 24.11] 22.61 37.06 
ST RRA Seer ena. Baill a AV. pop. 

Population...... arses 191,000 210,000 216000} 202,500 
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COMPARATIVE TABLE OF THE MORTALITY IN THE CITY OF NEW ORLEANS DURING 
THE MONTH OF 


SHPTEMBER 
OF THE YEARS 1869 TO 1880, INCLUSIVE, SHOWING DEATHS BY SOME OF THE PRINCI- 


PAL DISEASES, TOTAL NUMBER OF DEATHS AND DEATH RATE PER 1000 INHABI- 
TANTS PER ANNUM. 
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, ra a S 

1869. | 1870, | 1871. | 1872. | 1873. | 1874. | 1875. | 1876. | 1877. | 1878. | 1879. | 1880. Es 3 

3 

po 
Yellow Fever......... Aas 231 9 5 108 2 24 ORIN va reveseyal ieee Lo'fiet i ca 2,186 
Malarial Fever....... 61 90 65 38 91 50 100 83 79 229 19 79 984 
Typhoid Fever......- 1 12 3 10 6 9 7 7 3 10 5 3 76 
Scarlet Fever...-.... eat SMM re iaied Civeyerstaill Pure esi] Umer 28 1 DR ees eho ae 1 33 
DV GABLE Saisie » oc lsi8 ete elere|| Saute s=l|bairetetele eee oe LIU asics | le eae cl Leese 4 3 HR a at 9 
Small“ POxs6 tes esiele cls : 1 3 Mate boat 7 6 4 4 16) See eee a es 41 
Diphtheria «..... 0... nee 1 1 5 6 6 8 1 2 5 4 3 42 
Diarrheal Diseases.. 35 41 27 29 30 36 38 37 32 29 21 23 378 
Congestion of Brain.. 7 13 12 12 15 14 13 30 12 29 4 19 180 
Convulsions......+++. 25 22 9 91 23 10 25 11 12 49 8 16 231 
Phthisis Pulmonalis . ol Zl 63 57 67] 51 87 88 83 389 54 65 826 
Total number deaths 422| 858 451 425 624 440 675 596 439} 2,558} 324 450 8,262 
Death rate per 1000.. 96.511 53.91] 28.33] 26.70] 39.20] 25.14] 38.57] 34.05] 25.08|146.17] 18.51] 25.00 40.80 


OCTOBER. 





1869. | 1870. | 1871. | 1872. | 1873. | 1874. | 1875. | 1876. | 1877. | 1878. | 1879. | 1880. 


Total 
deaths for 
12 years, 


ee ee | ee | ee ee | - | ee | | | |) ee | | | 






































Yellow Fever........ 2} 242 22 24 79 6 20 15) ..--| 1,065 5 1 1,481 
| Malarial Wever.-.cs se 35 48 45 32 79 719 55 56 40 163 32 39 703 
Typhoid Fever....... 10 6 rd 6 3 16 1 Q | Ties 2 7 67 
Scarlet Fever....... al pee eae Q 1 , 19) grec Se } Q 24 
Measles: clon. ce fate’ Babe (ats Q 1 Q 5 1 phe A Sere 11 
Sniall Pox wow cise sce Ie ues 1 8 2 4 By 13 wee att 38 
Diphtheria. fo.) .0.5.. 1 1 Q 5 °f 7 7 Re, 1 Q 10 13 56 
Diarrhceal Diseases. . 30 28 QT 26 34 46 20 35 Q7 24 26 25 348 
Congestion of Brain.. 5 4 8 18 23 the 8 10 6 Q7 10 12 148 
Convulsions.......... 30 16 23 16 30 16 20 1] 10 29 15 15 231 
Phthisis Pulmonalis . 60 55 66 79 89 81 58 66 63 59 101 60 837 
Total number deaths 474 681 441 532 713 636 473 439) 417; 1,845 492! 466 7,609 
Death rate per 1000 ..| 29.78 42.7 781 27.701 33 42] 44.79| 36.34] 27.03) 25.08] 23 83/105 42} 28.11! 25.88 37.57 





NOVEMBER. 








1869. | 1870. | 1871. | 1872. | 1873. | 1874. | 1875. | 1876. | 1877. | 1878. | 1879. | 1880. 


Total 
deaths for 
12 years. 























PViGLIG Was OVOEe epics elsce| tiers ion 106 19 Ws abe oy 9 4 J 147 ee oe liartate : 
Malarial Fever....... Q7 46 26 11 25 36 18 41 29 oD 20 . nae 
Typhoid Fever......-. 33 4 4 4 5 7 7 6 5 4 3 : CBG 
Scarlet Fever........ 1 NBR: Sab ae ae aa 20 Ua BAA EAA ermace ae eons 
MECHGIOS diave.tisie sis tiereln ters Ob eoterel Sabie reais 1 Dee 1 Die rstecg ily, Sze Petes ceatece att | Guecstavere : 
Small-Pox..... Baie asters 32 OL SARS Bee a 84 26 10 ] 30 WAM A455 ee sce coeees 

- Diphtheria..... pielew use mie 4 5 5 8 14 3 6 1 a a Saadeh 
Diarrhceal Diseases .. 44 45 45 31 45 38 20 29 44 Q7 PA Be rir Pie eine, de 
Congestion of Brain.. Q 12 16 6 16 6 9 20 9 6 Sit SA0) Wy eres 
Convulsions aeeiere Ae 20 91 Q2 15 16 Q8 it 12 11 Q2 IGaIRS Bieta g aa ereenie 
Phthisis Pulmonalis 60 53 88 68 57 66 52 92 83 89 aii es's ev ealetee 
Total number deaths 452 465| 568} 430 500 527 443 587 543 Pe in! TOO ee eedl Beaton! ah 2) 
Death rate per 1000 ..| 28.39] 29.22] 35.68 








27.01}. 31.41] 30 20) 25.31] 33.54] 31.03] 28.11) 23 28]' . SHO 


pop. 
Population-...-.+.... 191,000 . 210,000 ale 202,500 


% 





Report of President Jones. 7 


COMPARATIVE TABLE- OF THE MORTALITY IN THE CITY OF NEW ORLEANS DURING 


‘THE MONTH OF 
DECEMBER 


OF THE YEARS 1869 TO 1880, INCLUSIVE, SHOWING DEATHS BY SOME OF THE PRINCI. 
PAL DISEASES, TOTAL NUMBER OF DEATHS AND DEATH RATE PER 1000 INHABI 
TANTS PER ANNUM. * 





1869. | 1870. | 1871. | 1872. | 1873. | 1874. | 1875. | 1876. | 1877. | 1878. | 1879, | 1880. 


Total 
deaths for 
12 years 























Yellow Fever..-..--. sack a 2 2 1 3 1 3 Aa ne) eRe hao aAr 
Malarial Fever..-..... 21 17 14 12 11 32 16 24 aly 8 Qbear eto 
Typhoid Fever...... 6 6 2 9 2 4 4 5 5 Side ee [einseeciee 
Scarlet Fever ..----.. 2 CY age Sh en a 1 Q1 2 
DMeaslessearas ccc css ae was Le sae Wereetis (Mice aim so: 2] Wess eae eae eee rt | orerecet ate 
BMAP ORisseces cs cst 88 1 ae 11 52 15 vf 69 CONN tose le cee Tee ee alee eS 
Diphtheria........... : 2 1 5 13 6 6 2 6 Hdl Meena Bacecalste: 
Diarrhceal Diseases .. 35 35 26 29 31 36 21 25 20 24 QO Tees ei eracclela 
Congestion of Brain.. 9 7 15 9 15 3 10 16 9 4 AV PES caf tile wel 
Convulsionsss oe... 21 26 8 15 10 24 Q7 & 9 15 1D) aye ml eases tae 
Phthisis Pulmonalis 60 84 60 59 72 74 56} 69 vel 47 GLP oc nee cele s 
Total number deaths 563 572 429 473 504 597 494 560 415 359 45 Of ee ee aie relate! « 
Death rate per 1000 ..| 35.37] 35.93] 26.95] 29 71} 31.66) 34.11] 28.23] 32.00] 23.71]-20.51] 26.23 A iS 3, ae 
naa | Mie Ao Luck a tant Cie [pide ACW a ODS 
Population.......... 191,000 210,000 210000} 202,500 





It is worthy of note, that in this great city, with its 216,000 inhabitants, 
extending twelve miles along the banks of the Mississippi River, during the 
year 1880, only two deaths were reported by the physicians of New Orleans, as 
due to yellow fever; and one of these was an imported case from the bark 
Excelsior. 

During the entire year 1880 less than one dozen cases of fever were re- 
ported by the entire medical profession of New Orleans, in which a consulta- 
tion was requested with the President of the Board ; and in each and every 
case submitted to the Board of Health the malarious nature of the fever was 
recognized. Under the proper division of this report, a comprehensive state- 
ment of these cases will be given. 

The annual death-rate per 1,000 inhabitants was far less for the ten indi- 
vidual months of 1880, recorded in the preceding tables, than for the similar 
months during the twelve years—1869-1880, inclusive—as will be manifest 
from the following comparison: 


DEATH RATE PER 1,000 INHABITANTS. 
Average 12 years. 


1880, 1869-1880. 
SPATIAL Yi o's sis sets Pelate eal a Tule's of¢'e aia’ d oo ea < 24.77 29.24. 
GDIUSTY .. arenes « See tins asic o ea ee as 24.33 27.38 
DIES 66) OR hoe er Sovicaa’s cc's oe -22.04 29.66 
ADEM ss sc steiee e ae ate « Pee ar re eew MAI RIS | 29.82 
WAY oes «so see ee eee raat to clas segs soa el 35.51 
uries’. <. «eee es fas AP ASAE 31.83 34,48 
MULL V2". & 2 «See ors a a's oa Saale ete alae ats yee 32.53 
PAUSUSU.'.'. a cltateaeeays cin a o.6 De eae attra noose 37.06 
September. ..cseesessos 4s Oreo eerste sla acta ct: 25.00 40.80. 
October. .....77s2 YAO EE Brita alsa sete 25.88 37.57 


The National Board of Health and its agents and employees have asserted 
through the columns of the daily press, through the pages of the Bulletin of 
this National Board of Health, and of the New Orleans Medical and Surgi- 
cal Journal edited by one of this organization, that yellow fever was pro- 
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pagated by the bark Excelsior and that an indefinite number of cases 
occurred in and around New Orleans. 

If the statements of the members, agents and employees of the National 
Board of Health be true, the mortuary records of the. city of New Orleans 
should manifest the havoc created by this disease, the Board of Health and 
the entire medical profession of Louisiana, to the contrary notwithstanding. 

A critical examination of the mortuary records of New Orleans shows: 
that the annual mortality per 1000 inhabitants was greater in the month of 
June, 1880, than in the corresponding month in 1874, 1875, 1878 and 1879, 
32 deaths were caused by the various forms of malarial fever, 5 by typhoid, 
6 by scarlet fever, 23 by measles; in July the death rate fell to 23.44, against 
31.83 in the preceeding month, and was lower than in any similar month 
during the preceeding twelve years, 1869-1880; the death rate was even 
lower in August, being only 22.61, and lower than in the same month dur- 
ing the period embraced from 1869 to,1880 ; in September the death-rate was. 
only 25.00, and was less than that of any similar month, with exception of 
September, 1879; and in Octeber, when a death from Yellow Fever was 
reported, the death-rate was only 25.88, and was lower than the similar 
month, with the exception of 1876 and 1877, in both of which years the mor- 
tality in October was slightly less. 

During the year 1880, the monthly rate of mortality in New Orleans com- 
pared favorably with those of all large cities in America and Kurope, and an 
illustration of an important fact was offered, that in the absence of epidemic 
diseases, the death-rate of New Orleans may be actually lower in the hot 
months than in the colder months of the year. 

Had Yellow Fever been present in New Orleans during the past summer 
and autumn, instead of a progressive decline of mortality in the months 
of September and October, there would on the other hand have been a 
progressive increase, especially during the month of September, as will 
be clearly seen from the following statistics, illustrating the date of appear- 
ance and mortality from Yellow Fever during a period of 32 years: 
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YELLOW FEVER FROM 1847 TO i873—NEW ORLEANS. 
MONTHLY DEATHS BY YELLOW FEVER DURING A PERIOD OF THIRTY-TWO YEARS. . 




















S S | & | Total 
3 I FA FP 2 | Deaths 
A 3 =] ® a . by Date of First Case, 
3 bla | &9 Ss S e =) Yell 
e = ee ae | By 2 iS 2 Cay 
Albl 5 | < M } A A | Fever. 
S890 o3 isco | 74 965} 1,100 198 aes eta 2,359| July 6. 
184822552). 4) 233 200 467 226 Ul aw ae. 759| June 21, 
1849. . 62 os). .)5- 1 17 214 416 112 9 769\ July 28. 
aie a Weretsok Tiles 4 62 33 Geletee ote tee aa 107|1 death January, 2 March, 1 May. 
TROL Peer oss toes 8 6 2 ass So: MG 
bela)? ye Bee she ees 2 8 91 198 105 il 415|July. 
LOS eeeee Q2)31}1.521] 5,133 982 147 28 4 7,849| May 22. 
1864 Se Se. 2 2} 29 532] 1,234 490 131 "i 2,425 First death June 12. 
1 SoA Peal ee d| 382) 1,286 874 97 19 7 2,670| June 19. 
Ue aceid Colla ee 14 40 16 4 "i 74|Fune 28. 
10 years.| 3/42/2,046] 8,225] 5,041] 1,796} 453| 38 17,444 
—_—_—|— .-...l—_—|—_—_—_—_—_—__ | ——_ | | | 
UE as Se oe 1 1 1 8 98 82 8 200)1 death reported in January. 
a eater ea lee 2} 132) 1,140) 2,204) 1,137) 224 5 4,845\1 death reported January 10. 
MBH eeeee lee estes cd. (es. ee il 59 28 3 91\ June. 
PS60 se aeechkoohs 3 7 Fy ee Bese Ieee Hed eee 15 
ATE ee iol UN Fe HR =a ee get ete aN AE Me . 
1862 25 22 (2. | se Lee Deee oe ol se es eat se 2 : 
FES LiB occas Pla ied acs (eames SHE ahs sha Senate Soe Pe ots 2|A bout 100 cases in U. S. S. River Fleet. 
SG ae ee ee retin Pete fobs Soe wees 4 1 1 6) § About 200 cases and 57 deaths, U.S. Gun- 
PEG Osteo | aaliae lias a LS esas sa | ees s lean ae 1 boats and River Fleet. 
TSGG ase ates lee soe 5 56 89 81 4 185}1 death August 10. 
10 years. 3] 137) 1,154) 2,277) 1,387 339 21 5,347 
TSO Gace oes = 3} 11 255} 1,637) 1,072 103 26 3,107/1 case died June 10. 
Ae teh Oe ee | a evn ee ee Bee a Oso ek Pee °|October 5, died in Charity Hospital. 
1269. e2. lk cla tion.s Bi eee an | 8s 3| July 17. 
ASTOee eee dalft ieaae 3 231 242 106 5 588]May 26. 
LSTA Es | i ee lett. 2 9 22 19 2 34|July 30. 
ab he fecal Meee 1 5 24 7 2 39| August 28. 
ISIS Ss 2 Wo se 3 19 108 fie) Wd les ed 226| July 9. 
1874... 48 Bea 2 6 2 1 11| August 19. 
Heiss Aa a elle a eae 5 24 20 9 3 61) August 8. 
TRG eh 1/Ge1y O17 4 1 42| August 11. 
10 years. 4; 15 288] 2,037) 1,484 267 39 4,136 
dey A ol ee eee oe eee Dire sys 1/November. 
1878.24: g}_.| 50| 974] 1,893] 1,044] 90 3}. 4,056|May 22. 
2 years.| 2]... 00 974| 1,893] 1,044 91 3 4,057 


ee} | | | | | 


32 years.! 5!4912,248] 10,641!11,158! 5,711! 1,150! 101 30,984 





From the preceding table it is evident that as a general rule the great 
epidemics, as those of 1847, 1848, 1849, 1853, 1854, 1855, 1858, 1867 and 1878, 
commenced early in the hot months—May, June and July—and attained 
their maximum intensity in August and September. Thus, during the 
entire period of thirty-two years the deaths from Yellow Fever in New Orleans 
were as follows: January,6; February,0; March, 2; April, 0; May, 5; 
June, 49; July, 2248; August, 10,641; September, 11,158; October, 5711; 
November, 1150; December, 101. The curve of Yellow Fever, therefore, cor- 
responds to a certain extent with the curve of temperature. Thus, from 
the records of thirty-eight years, which have been consolidated and calcu- 
lated trom the most reliabie data, the mean temperature of New Orleans is 
as follows: January, 56.28; February, 58.03; March, 64.27; Avril, 69.41; 
May, 75.00, June, $1.35; July, 83.21; August, 83.14; September, 79.64; 
October, 70.27; November, 62.30; December, 56.43. Spring, 69.56; summer, 
82.53; autumn, 70.75; winter, 56.91. Year, 69.51 F. 

The exemption of New Orleans from epidemics of contagious and infec- 
tious diseases, and especially from Yellow Fever, during 1880, was due to 
several causes, amongst which may be mentioned as of importance. 
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1. CLIMATIC CAUSES. 


Under this head are included the low temperature and abundant rains of 
the past summer. . 


2. RIGID AND EFFEGTIVE QUARANTINE MEASURES. 


That the system of fumigation by means of sulphurous acid gas, was 
effective in destroying the cause of Yellow Fever in the holds and cargoes of 
ships, appeared to find confirmation in the histories of the ships from Rio, 
and especially in that of the only one brought prominently before the public. 
So thorough and effective was the disinfection of the cargo of the ship Excel- 
sior, that although discharged in the heart of this great city, not a case of 
disease has been traced to this source. 

The prompt action of the Board of Health in removing the bark Excelsior 
back to Quarantine, certainly freed the city of New Orleans from the infected 
crew, and in the opinion of a portion at least of the medical profession, pre- 
served the citizens from an epidemic. 


3. THE RIGID EXECUTION OF THE SANITARY LAWS OF THE 
BOARD OF HEALTH. 


Under the direction and by the orders of the Board of Health a system of 
inspection by the sanitary inspectors and police has been carried on, and 
thousands of foul privies have been disinfected, and their contents poured 
into the Mississippi river. 

Nearly one hundred thousand pounds of copperas have been gratuitously 
distributed by the officers of the Board of Health, and this powerful disin- 
fectant and deodorizer has removed vast volumes of the most noxious of all 
gases, namely, sulphuretted hydrogen, from the atmosphere of this city. 

The garbage, as well as the foecal matters of the city, have been systemati- 
cally and daily removed, and large sections of the city have been benefited 
by the labors of the New Orleans Auxiliary Sanitary Association in flushing 
the gutters. 

The preceding statistics and facts expose fully the nature of the attempt 
on the part of the members and employees of the National Board of 
Health, and more especially of the resident member of the National Board 
of Health, to create the impression upon the minds of the civil and health 
authorities of surrounding States, who have not daily access to the mortu- 
ary records of New Orleans, and who are not brought in contact with the 
learned aud honorable practitioners of medicine of this great city, that an 
indefinite number of cases of Yellow Fever have occurred within the con- 
fines of New Orleans during the year 1880, and that said cases were con- 
cealed by the profession and Board of Health, and more especially by the 
president. 

It is worthy of note that although the resident member of the National 
Board of Health has resorted to the daily press and to his Medical Journal, 
(New Orleans Medical and Surgical Journal) and to the pages of the 
Bulletin of the National Board of Health, for the deliverance of his 
attacks upon the Board of Health of the State of Louisiana, at the 
same time no member or employe of the National Board of Health has 
officially reported a case of Yellow Hever within the confines of the city 
of New Orleans, in accordance with the laws of the State of Louisiana, during 
the year 1880. : 

If Yellow Fever was present in New Orleans, and if the President and 
Board of Health concealed its existence, and if the entire medical profession 
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of New Orleans, were banded together to delude the surrounding States ; how 
did it happen that the resident member of the National Board of Health 
and his employees, did not officially report cases, according to the laws of 
the city and State, which impose a severe fine upon any physician who 
fails Mw report a case of Yellow Fever within twenty-four hours of its occur- 
rencé 2 

The falsity of the charge that the Board of Health of the State of Louisi- 
ana, had misrepresented the sanitary condition of New Orleans during the 
year 1880, and that cases of Yellow Fever had been concealed, is shown by 
the statements of the most eminent practitioners of medicine of New Orleans 

and by the fact that the weekly mortality classified absolutely according to 
the death certificates of the physicians of New Orleans, were regularly sent 
to the National Board of Health and to all surrounding Boards of Health. 
The Board of Health at its regular weekly meetings, has published a 
larger number of carefully prepared statistics, and has given fuller reports 
‘of all diseases, than any other board of health in the United States. Every 
meeting of the Board of Health has been open to the representatives of the 
press, not only of New Orleans, but of New York, St. Louis, Cincinnati and 
Galveston. 
The Board of Health of the State of Louisiana, by its candid statements, 
by the weekly publication and dissemination of the mortuary reports, and by 
the frank and open manner in which it has thrown open everything relating 
to the sanitary affairs of the city and state to the honorable representatives 
of sister states, has preserved the city and state from panic and senseless 
quarantine. 

The National Board of Health, after pursuing a hostile course towards the 
Board of Health of the State of Louisiana, has seen fit to bring its com- 
plaints before the public through the daily press and throvgh its Bulletin, 
and before the President, and Congress of the United States. In view of 
these facts its course will be unfolded under the divisions of this report, in 
which it may be necessary to illustrate the official acts and sanitary labors of 
the Board of Health of the State of Louisiana. 

At the regular meeting of the Board of Health of the State of Louisiana, 
held in the State House on the 28th of October, 1880, the following resolu- 
tion offered by Mr. I. N. Marks, was unanimously adopted : 

‘¢ Resolved that the President of the Board of Health, be requested at the 
earliest practicable moment, to embody and publish in the annual report of 
the Board ot Health, all matters of importance relating to the quarantine 
and sanitary legislation of the state authorities, of Louisiana with the offi- 
cial correspondence of the Board of Health, with State and Federal 
authorities; and the official investigations concerning certain diseases, with 
the illustrations thereof.” 

In accordance with the preceding resolution, the President of the Board of 
Health respectfully submits the following outline of the acts, labors and cor- 
respondence of the Board of Health of the State of Louisiana, classified and 
consolidated under the following general divisions ; 
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I. Quarantine Stations of the State of Louisiana. 

(a). Mississippi Quarantine Station. 

Atchafalaya Quarantine Station, 

(c). Rigolets Quarantine Station. | 
(d). Port Hads and Pilot Town and Passes of the Mississippi River. 


IJ. Relations of National and State Boards of Health to the constituted 
authorities of the State of Louisiana: 

(e). Ship Island Quarantine of the National Board of Health, established 
by the central national authority at Washington, District of Columbia. 


(f). Inter-State or domestic quarantines. 


III. Diseases demanding investigation as to their causes and prevention ; 
(g). Yellow Fever. 

(h). Malarial Fever. 

(7). Leprosy. 


IV. Sanitary measures executed by the Board of Health of the State of 
Louisiana during the year 1880: 

(j). Disinfection of vaults and privies. 

(k). Privy system, and excavation of privy vaults. 


(l). Disposal of night-soil and garbage. 


V. Legislation of the General Assembly and Board of Health of Louisi- 
ana and Couucil of New Orleans, relating to quarantine and domestic 
hygiene and sanitation : 

(m). Classification, consolidation and publication of,the acts of the Legis- 
lature of Louisiana establishing and regulating quarantine : also rules and 
regulations of the Board of Health of the State of Louisiana, and health 
ordinances of the city of New Orleans. 

(n). General outline of the history of the quarantine and sanitary legisla- 

tion of Louisiana. | 

VI. Vital statistics and mortuary records of New Orleans during 1880: 

(0). Population classified according to districts and wards. 
(p). Births and marriages. 
(q). Mortality. 


OUARANTINE, 


OuARANDINE “STATION Stc@ ay ete 
STATE, OF VLOUISIANA 


In accordance with section 4 of “An Act to Establish Quarantine for the 
Protection of the State,” approved March 15, 1855, the President, as early as 
practicable after the organization of the present Board of Health, inspected 
the Quarantine Stations of the State of Louisiana, and the following obser- 
vations embody the main results of said inspections. 


MISSISSIPPI QUARANTINE STATION 


_ he Mississippi Quarantine Station is located upon the eastern bank of 
the Mississippi River, about seventy-five miles below New Orleans and thirty- 
five miles from the Gulf of Mexico. The grounds, immediately on the Mis- 
sissippi River, are inclosed by a levee of moderate height and strength, 
which needs repair in several places and elevation throughout its entire 
extent. The levee, running parallel with the Mississippi River, is about 1700 
feet in length; and the opposite, or back levee, about 1600 feet; the upper 
levee, which runs perpendicularly from the Mississippi River, is about 730 
feet in length. The entire arena, inclosed by this levee, within the lines of 
which are situated the Quarantine Hospitals, physicians’ residence and 
United States waxehouse, is about 1,113,750 square feet: 
_ The grounds slope back gently to Quarantine Bay—an arm of the Gulf of 
Mexico—about one mile distant. 

By reference to the map of Louisiana, by the late Col. T. 8S. Hardee, Chief 
Engineer of the State ot Louisiana, it will be seen that from a point about 
midway between New Orleans and the Gulf of Mexico, the eastern portion 
of the alluvial delta, through which the Missississippi River flows, is nar- 
rowed to a mere strip of land, ranging from one to two miles in width. This 
entire strip of land, therefore, is subjected to peculiar climatic conditions. 
On the one side flows the Mississippi River, bearing. its cool waters from the 
Alleghanys in the east, and the Rocky Mountains in the west; on the other 
open the waters of the broad Gulf of Mexico. Located thus between the 
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Mississippi River and an estuary of the Gulf of Mexico, the atmosphere is 
agitated by sea breezes, and the climate is purer and more stimulating than 
that of New Orleans. 

Careful inquiry revealed the facts that whilst this narrow strip of land, is 
elevated only a few feet above the level of the Gulf of Mexico, at 
the same time from the close proximity of the atmosphere of the salt water 
of the Gulf, the type of malarial fever in these localities where rice is not cul- 
tivated, is mild, and many diseases of more elevated regions, as typhoid fever, 
inflammatory rheumatism, -pneumonia, pleuritis, and phthisis are al- 
most unknown. Under moderate circumstances, and when removed 
from the vicinity of rice fields, the inhabitants of this portion of Louisiana, 
enjoy as Jong lives as in the most famed regions of the tropical and semi- 
tropical and temperate regions of tke earth; whilst at the same time the soil 
is of unexampled fertility, and the earth rewards the labors of the husband- 
man with abundant fruits and harvests. The orange attains perfection, and 
the sugar-cane has been known to tassel in this portion of the delta, whilst 
the surrounding waters abound with fish, shell fish, crabs and shrimp, and 
in the winter season teem with ducks and geese. 

The Mississippi River at the Quarantine Station, as well as in the harbor 
of New Orleans, (which in depth and safety is unsurpassed by any other on | 
this globe), affords an anchorage for ships of all sizes. 

It is evident therefore from the preceding facts, that the location of the 
Mississippi Quarantine Station was well chosen, both for the protection of 
the Mississippi Valley from foreign pestilence and for the welfare and pro- 
tection of shipping during the performance of Quarantine. 

This Quarantine Station commands the mouths of the Mississippi River, and 
can be superceded by no other Quarantine removed from the banks of this river. 

Quarantine establishments may be located either at the mouths of the Mississ- 
ippt River, or at the head of the Passes, or further up beyond the present location, 
nearer the city, as was the case in former times at the English Turn. But the 
protection of the Mississippi Valley from the introduction of foreign pestilence, 
demands the existence of a thoroughly equipped and efficiently officered Quaran- 
tine establishment on the banks of the Mississippi River, between New Orleans . 
and the Gulf of Mexico. 

No one at all conversant with the topography of the coast of Louisiana, Texas, 
Mississippi and Alabama would for a moment conceive that the commerce of this 
great Valley could be forced by the way of Ship Island or any other point be- 
yond the borders of the Mississippi River. 

However and whenever detained and quarantined on the Coast of the Gulf of 
Mexico, ships must again undergo thorough inspection, and be subjected to rigid 
quarantine regulations, when they enter the gateway of the valley of the 
Mississippi. : a | 

Drainage canals are located on the water side of the upper and lower 
levee, and communicate with Quarantine Bay, and the grounds are inter- 
sected with ditches at regular intervals. The levees are covered with grass, 
and at the upper bank and lower lines are in better condition than on the 
river front. 

Upon the area surrounded by the levee, the following buildings are located 
and in this examination we will proceed from the upper portion of the quar- 
antine grounds downwards. 

Ist. Fever Hospital. The Hospital devoted to the treatment of fever, and 
more especially Yellow Fever, is a two-story frame building, situated about 
230 feet from the line of the upper levee, and one hundred and fifty feet back 
of the levee fronting the river: 125 feet long, 33 feet wide and 35 feet high; 
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upper and lower galleries, 9 feet wide and 125 feet long, run along the front 
of the Hospital. This building contains nine rooms, on the lower floor, and 
four rooms on the upper; in all thirteen rooms. Hails divide the lower floor 
at rigbt angles. The upper floor is divided into four capacious, well ventil- 
ated wards. Tite rooms and halls are plastered and the ventilation is excel- 
lent. The entire building is well adapted to the treatment of fever patients. 

The following table gives the dimensions of the rooms and wards of the 
Fever Hospital. 


Length. | Breadth. | Height. | Capacity, 





























Floor. No. of Floor. Feet. Feet. Feet. |Cubic feet. 
ICES Gree: an Room, Ward No. 1 28 10 11 3080 
pee) OOM, Ward Ng.?2 28 10 11 3080 
Cite) KOON, Ward Now 15 10 ecg at 1650 
he oes Pian Room, Ward No. 4 12 10 11 1320 
Ge nigh ap Room, Ward No. 5 15 10 11 1650 
toes) hoom, Ward No.6 12 10 11 1320 
Dah aicae Room, Ward No. 7 27 10 11 2970 
US pate Room, Ward No. 8 27 10 11 2970 
Bre See Room, Ward No. 9 28 24. 11 1392 
senate. es) One Hale ec) 93 4 11 4092 
we) | Middle’ Hall... 24 7 11 1848 
Second ...| Room, Ward No. 1 28 24. 11 7392 
so Mean gins Room, Ward No. 2 28 24. ja 7392 
Room, Ward No. 3 28 24 11 7392 
Room, Ward No. 4 28 24. 11 7392 
Cross Hall..-..... 24 ( LE 1848 
TOUCHE, GapAClUyies: [2 oa.cre's ce plac, tes Gets Haus cape ate 63,818 





The wards are supplied with windows, at regular intervals in front and 
rear, and thorough ventilation can at all times be secured. 

’ The cubic capacity of the wards and rooms of the Fever Hospital is 55,030 

feet; of the halls and corridors 8788 cubic feet, giving a total cubic capacity, 
exclusive of the galleries, of 63,818 cubic feet. 

If 1100 cubic feet of air be allowed to each patient, this hospital is capa- 
ble of accommodating about sixty patients. 

In the rear of this hospital, or connected with it by a platform 20x4 feet, 
is a kitchen with two room 14x14 feet and 10 feet in hight, with gallery 28x 
8x14 feet. 

The graveyard of the Quarantine Station is located about 200 feet to the 
rear of the Fever Hospital, and is surrounded by a rude fence and covers 
about three-fourths of an acre. Marks of about one hundred graves can be 
discerned in the inclosure, which are thickly covered with tall grass, brambles 
and sbrubs. 

There is only a solitary marble monument, which bears the following in- 
scription: 

“A la memoire de Trente Marins, faisant partie de ’équipage de Vavito a 
vaisseau de la Marine Imperiale le Tonnerre, décédés a la Quarantine de la 
Nouvelle Orleans en Att, 1857. Erigé par Vodre de S. HE. Admiral Hame- 
lin, Ministre de la Marine de ’Empereur Napoleon III.” 
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BOATMEN’S QUARTERS AND QUARANTINE LIGHT, 


This wooden structure is situated 320 feet from the center of the Fever 
Hospital, immediately in front of the Levee; 31 by 21 feet, divided into six 
rooms. The Quarantine Light is connected with the Boatmen’s quarters by 
a gangway 126 feet long and five feet wide, projecting into the Mississippi 
River. The lower portion of the Quarantine Light has been used as a boat- 
house until the formation of a sandbar rendered it useless for this purpose. 
The Quarantine Light is a wooden structure 33 by 21 feet. A large bell,which 
is tolled in foggy weather, is attached to the Quarantine Light. Immediately 
to the rear of the Boatsmen’s quarters (forty feet within the line of the Levee) 
stands a small frame house, thirty feet square, which is used as a storehouse 
for disinfectants. 


RESIDENCE OF QUARANTINE PHYSICIAN. 


The residence of the Quarantine Physician and his assistant occupies 
very nearly the centre of the front of the Quarantine grounds, about 314 feet 
from the Boatsmen’s house and 100 feet back of the levee. This small 
wooden building contains four rooms, a hall, gallery and kitchen. A small 
house, 12 by ics feet occupies the upper angle of the small enclosure, sur- 
rounding the Resident Physician’s quarters. 


SMALL POX HOSPITAL. 


The Small Pox Hospital, situated 500 feet from the Physician’s residence 
and 106 feet from the front levee, has two stories, each of which has four 
rooms or wards, 18 feet: wide, 20 feet long and 11 feet high, giving a cubic 
capacity of each ward of = 960 feet, and for the entire Hospital, eight 
wards, 31,860 cubic feet. There is on each floor a cross- hall, 20 feet long by 
7 feet wide and 11 feet high; cubic capacity of each hall, 1590 cubic feet, 
and of both halls, 3080 cubic feet. 

Total capacity of Small Pox Hospital, (80 feet inlength, 20 feet wide, 11 
feet high) 34,760 cubic feet. 

If 1100 cubic feet of air be allowed to each patient this Hospital would 
accommodate about thirty patients. Galleries run the length of the front of 
the Hospital, above and below, and are each 80 feet in length, 9 feet in width 
and 11 feet in height. There is a small building in the rear, designed as a 
kitchen, 14 by 14 by 10 feet. 


UNITED STATES WAREHOUSE. 


The government grounds commence about seventy feet from the small-pox 
hospital, and extend to the lower levee. The government warehouses is a 
substantial fire-proof brick building, situated about 125 feet from the centre 
of the small-pox hospital, and consists of a main hall and two wings, and is 
two stories in height. The upper story is supported by brick and iron arches. 
No wood is used in the construction of the building. 

The two main halls, in the first and second floors, are each 140 feet in 
length by 23 feet in width, and 12 feet in height, giving a cubic capacity of 
38,640 cubic feet ; total 7 7, 280 cubic feet. The two wings are each 54 feet in 
length and 25 feet in ‘width, and 12 feet in height, each floor giving 
a capacity of 16,200 cubic feet for each wing; total capacity of wings 64,800 

cubic feet ; total capacity of Government Warehouse, 142,080 cubic feet. 

The United States wharf is substantially built, with boat- house attached. 
The main wharf is 100 feet long by 30 feet, and. the depth -of water imme- 
diately at the river front is 22 teet. The gang- way leading from the wharfto 
the warehouse, is substantially built, and is 239 feet long by 20 feet wide, 
with wooden railway extending from the wharf to the warehouse. 
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HISTORY OF THE ERECTION, AND AMOUNTS EXPENDED 
UPON THE MISSISSIPPI QUARANTINE STATION. 


On the 15th of March, 1855, the Legislature of Louisiana, appropriated the 
sum of $50,000 for the erection at the Quarantine Station on the Mississippi 
river, of two separate buildings, as hospitals for the sick, of a small house as 
residence for the officers appointed under this act, and of a well ventilated 
store for the reception of the freights of such infected vessels as the Resident 
Physician may deem necessary to cause to be unloaded. 

By the first section of act of Congress entitled “An Act making appro- 
priation for certain civil expenses of the government for the year ending the 
30th of June, 1858,” approved 3d of March, 1857, the sum of $50,000 was 
appropriated for the construction of warehouses at Quarantine Station, on 
the Mississippi River, below New Orleans. 

On the 8th of February, 1858, it was enacted by the Senate and House of 
jiepresentatives of the State of Louisiana, in General Assembly convened, 
‘““ That the State of Lousiana does cede to the United States jurisdiction 
over the cite of such warehouses as shall be constructed under the act of 
Congress, approved the 3d of March, 1857, aforesaid, at Quarantine Station 
ou the Mississippi River, below New Orleans, and dves hereby further grant 
to the United States the use of so much land as may be necessary for the 
construction of such warehouses, with water front, and privilege of the 
wharf now built or hereafter to be built on said Station.” 

Jt was further enacted “that the Board of Health of the State of Louisi- 
ana be and they are hereby authorized and required to designate so much 
land to said Quarantine Station as may be necessary for the construction of 
the warehouses aforesaid.” 

On the eighteenth of March, 1858, it was enacted by the Senate and House 
of Representatives of the State of Louisiana in General Assembly convened, 
“That the property at the Quarantine Station, on the Mississippi River, lo- 
cated in this State, the use and jurisdiction over which has been granted by 
the State of Louisiana to the United States for the purpose of constructing 
Government warehouses, together with the improvements and buildings 
which the Government of the United States may erect thereupon, shall be 
and is hereby exoneiated from all taxation and assessments by the State, or 
by any authorities acting under the State, so long as said property is in pos- 
session of the United States.” 


CONDITION OF THE MISSISSIPPI QUARANTINE STATION AT 
THE TIME OF THE INAUGURATION OF THE PRESENT 
QUARANTINE PHYSICIAN, APPOINTED BY GOV. WILTZ. 


The hospitals were almost absolutely bare of furniture, beds, bedding and 
utensils, and without the necessary facilities for the treatment of even a 
limited number of sick; the grounds were open and roamed over by cattle, 
the drainage ditches were in many places choked up, and the building need- 
ed cleansing, painting and thorough repair. 

After thorough inspection of the Mississippi Quarantine Station, the fol- 
lowing conclusions were urged upon the consideration of the Board of Health 
of the State of Louisiana, and were accompanied by detailed statements of 
all the repairs and articles of furniture and the medicines needed, 
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GENERAL CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS SUBMITTED 
TO THE BOARD OF HEALTH, WITH REGARD TO THE MISSIS- 
SIPPI QUARANTINE STATION, BY THE PRESIDENT, ON THE 
12TH OF JUNE, 1880. | 


1. (a). The lovation of the Quarantine grounds and buildings is excel- 
lent, and the service is energetic. 

(b). The Mississippi Quarantine contains a considerable amount of valu- 
able property. The United States Warehouse alone cost $50,000, and is well 
adapted to the reception of the cargoes of ships. The entire value of the 
buildings cannot be less than $75,000. 

(c). The immediate wants of this Quarantine Station are: 1. Medical stores 
for hospitals. 2. Beuding, linen, and utensils for hospitals. 3. Fumigating 
apparatus. 4, One launch boat. 5. A competent man, who shall be placed 
in charge of the hospital stores and furniture. 6. One or more laborers, 
whose duty it shall be to open the drains, repair and build the fences, white- 
wash the houses and wards and keep the buildings and grounds in good san- 
itary condition. 

(ad), The position of this Quarantine Station, at the mouth of this great 
river, which has over 20,000 miles of navigable streams, tributary to the 
great valley with its 20,000,000 of inhabitant, is of vast importance. 

(e). It is is the solemn duty of the Board of Health of the State of Louis- 
iana to place the Mississippi Quarantine Station in the best and most effect- 
ive condition, to fulfill its important mission of protecting this great valley 
from the importation of foreign pestilence, and at the same time affording a 
safe retreat, where sick seamen may receive kind and humane nursing and 
skillful medical treatment. 

2. (f). While protecting this valley rigidly from the introduction of for- 
eign pestilence, at the same time the commerce and prosperity of the valley 
should be promoted by the perfection and enlarged application of all reliable 
means for disinfection, fumigation and sanitation. 


PROCESS OF DISINFECTION. 


The process o! disinfection now employed consits of burning sulphur in 
iron pots. These pots are placed in tubs containing water. This method is 
liable to the grave objection that there is in many cas:s, and especially dur- 
ing rough weather, danger of firing the ship. 

\ 


FUMIGATING APPARATUS. 


Properly constructed fumigating apparatus should at once be procured by 
the Board of Health for the Mississippi Quarantine Station. The follo ving 
is an estimate of the cost of such apparatus as has been devised by the Pres- 
dent of the Board of Health : 


TOLOWOP lacie pyeie w etetia me SUOMI ce Sl aietarg igen a aumetat loa. (i: Ooch, aman $50 00 
HW i We RE AU EO man De Col eitieiekie Eales sit reve Pers ij 08 a ca 30 60 
HOrcy Leet hOse. ($2.00 POL OO)... 0s pte ee Bi evs 00 a iar ne 92 00 
Fittings for same....--......... diate suetels tele keke tele. < & <8 eae 15 00 
STOUDLILOS die specie ane) stele ieee Flag <P Ce Aa hod Oe 32 00 
TWO SOLS, OL WREGIS 4 seared lem nicls'e Cite ko cain ads glo tras Me ean 30 00 





PP OUAL COSUas oie fol Haan aie ae ea NSIC od isgeg arch et a $249 00 
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3. (g). The Mississippi Quarantine Station, notwithstanding the absence 
of certain hospital furniture and supplies, is administered by the Quarantine 
Physician and his assistant with mtelligence and energy. , he 

(h). The laws of the State of Louisiana, and the rules and regulations of 
the Board of Health, are rigidly executed. 

(2). All vessels arriving from infected ports, or from ports in which Yel- 
low Fever usually prevails at certain seasons of the year, are detained and 
thoroughly cleansed and fumigated. 

(j). All vessels arriving at Quarantine Station are carefully inspected. 

(ki) All vessels from infected ports, even though they may bring clean 
bills of health, are detained not less than seventy-two hours for inspection, 
observation. purification, disinfection and fumig tion. 

(). The length of det-ntion depends upon the nature of the bill of bealth, 
the condition of the port from whence the vessel sails, the history of the ves- 
sel while in port and during the voyage,andthe actual condition of the crew, 
cargo and vessel at the time of arrival at the Quarantine Station. 

This is the case with the ship- from Rio de Janeiro, a badly infected port. 
Every effort is made for their thorough purification. The cargo is removed 
from the hold and thoroughly ventilated; the hold fumigated at intervals 
with sulphurous acid gas; the sides and floors of the ship and decks are 
scraped and washed with antiseptic disinfectants; the bilge water is removed 
and replaced by a solution of copp°ras and earbolic acid. In such eases the 
penn is not less than ten days, and often varies from fifteen to twenty 

ays. 

4, (m). In order to secure thorough inspection and observation, the ship- 
ping is again inspected in the harbor of New Orleans; and the cargo of ships 
from badly infected ports again subjected to fumigation and disinfection. 

(n). The vigilance exercised over our shipping is also extended to the city 
of New Orleans, and the members and officers of the Board of Health stand 
ready to investigate all cases which may arise in the future, and will use all 
known useful means for the abatement, circumvention and eradication of in- 
fectious diseases. 

5. (0). In conclusion the President of the Board of Health respectfully 
urges that the Board of Health confer upon bim the power to make, at the. 
earliest practicable momenr, the following appointments and the following 
appropriations for the Mississippi Quarantine Station; 

One hospital steward and druggist. 

One laborer. 

One hospital nurse. 


Amon. for. disintectins apparatus. FIO. ou Sie tr aaah ene $250 
POepital TUrMiture. beds AN, PECAN Fi. -1c) spokes: elareraiave obese Malet gab arahe 250 
PARISI GAL TI GOLISUS cite Sein + <ecsl a mind g Atohioah Stlaghel eta ta Glcnad cts leah eeke: ONG Breage 150 
Drugs, medicines and medical ap, aratus........--- cc cece cee eeeeee 100 
Hospital and quarantine tools, spades, axes, hatchets, saws, planes, 

hoes, nails, whitewash brushes, etc.......... DETECTS LOE a 
Bement ee Olt, DOAUS ye mereere et oe Ve etal gists Clg alain ee 6 sine sidiclule mis Oe ata eaine ee wa 59 
memoyveal and: repair: OF. Doat-ROUSG ) 2/65 Oe 6 6 oad oe ee soca gio e Sina avale oiara we 150 
PATITICOLANIGS | ostrte ire a iuire:: ee ty oats higalte Ml a nes 2.6 <cei gosiece such mheeae yogis 100 

BRIE Als vo capper ertes Vohay stat o'cn gle: Suc, Fake Sas o/ace, dim me iuiaini Yo A eG a eae $1,125 


In the above estimate I have included only those expenditures which are 
immediately demanded to give efficiency to the Mississippi Quarantine 
Station, and to provide for the actual wants and treatment of the sick. 

The thorough repair of the buildings and the thorough ditching and 
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fencing of the grounds, together with the erection of a suitable frame build- 
‘ing for the well passengers, will require further consideration and liberal 
appropriations. \ 

At this moment the Board of Health of the State of Louisiana is not in a 
position to advance the necessary amounts. 

But with economy, energy and perseverance, it is the hope of the board 
that the Mississippi Quarantine Station may be placed in the most effective 
condition for the protection of the State from the importation of foreign pes- 
tilence and for the protection of commerce and the relief of sick and sufter- 
ing humanity. 

The relations of the actual resources and the necessary expenses of the 
Mississippi Quarantine Station, are shown by the following tables: 


RECEIPTS OF THE BOARIY OF HEALTH FROM MISSISSIPPI 
QUARANTINE STATION. 


SOD oan ciep ek oat tw oles seetrites peste. see tia cia tes Laity a. cc cen $23,960 00 
CUB SIPS Sara a ep seen 9 ey As Sha Me eh pS 8 2 20,995 00 
NOM tee tonne hs ye st Be Sirens tintese el erue ide ern in Aue ls cbs oem .... 23,624 00 
TOTO ae wie to nits ewiwins stv Bar Mec bas ie nr ney gayle tink dele, eee 18,803 50 
BOLO Oe Cages cies ala! oe wee te oma RNC e ete Nene eens cas oe eee 18,336 69 
LSS AD eS yo yb cies tis 1s ojo e natete ee eM 6 ee NLD hotel Siete bts Cae, >. Soe 19,280 60 
MED sciesirine tec cer. ee eet ee CRUE Gh Gi k Retictise Shy s/c te Eee 13,801 59 
HSN ie hag lp ecaan’e ses share trait wie One DSA ee re RRS Acie 15,121 60 
TOU Oureisty reat tes - erate ete ee ee eae Rs. ee eo eee Ararat 
DO LOS cna 'e's ick @ Dk seatetn th Lec a Ete ae Nisrave ren Mneie satay s 2 Utac te Senate eee 18,114 75 
ANNUAL EXPENSES FOR SALARIES. 
Resident IPI YSICIATIS Ups Sa cic ole Sica ible tne Ait, Co $ 5,000 
UNSSISDAT Dsidiste tet bic! RIG talmin im tiale ates Plate Niceate niet MWCLNE ESE wean eee 2,000 
Omer watch Man Wl Gate. eee Te i ie ait aCe atte eed 540 
JE COXSWOUER «ise ial ele vie Fo, Sule hope ete Urn LMM iat: : Fae an 540 
POUS IPOALINOI SIE via Stator tr ohie cote ep ptete oii eee IRIs wk ah sh V AUR AER! 1,920 
Total annual expenses for salaries of officers and boatmen.... ...... 10,000 


NECESSARY EXPENSES FOR THE EFFICIENT CONDUOT OF THE 
MISSISSIPPI QUARANTINE STATION. 





1 Druggist and hospital steward, at $75 per month—12 months.. $900 
2 Hospital Nurses, at $50 per month—12 months: 4.0.) lee 1,200 
1 Hospital cook, at $30 per month—12 months.................... 360 
2 Laborers and keepers cf hospital grounds, at $50 per month each, 720 
Medicines and hospital supplies, furniture, bedding, etc........... 1,000 
Repair AOL D0athsuL-s pew e ae he eee ce een UN iba cd aS FE (508 200 
Disinfectants and disinfecting apparatus .. ...........-..--. .. 1,500 
Repair of buildings, painting, whitewashing, etc., per aunum...... 5,000 
Food and stimulants for the sick...0.. 2 ccectecscsccccsuseeueres 1,000 
Ship handler Supples oyi.ciwn say's oor einiate lie Mise TNL 4 1 RR Jat 500 

$12,380 


According to the organic law of the State the salaries of the President, and 
of the Secretary and Treasurer, should be included in the above estimate; which 
at the present rates per annum would bring the total amount necessary for 
the proper conduct of the Mississippi Quarantine Station during the year 
1880, up to at least $26,780, a sum considerably in excess of the receipts of 
any one year, since the recent civil war.” 

The report was received and adopted; and $2100 appropriated by the 
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Board of Health, to be Bentiod by the President and Finance Committee for 
the necessary supplies of medicines, disinfectants and ears apparatus 
for the Quarantine Station. 

Hospital furniture, beds, bedding, mosquito bars, blankets, pillows and | 
pillow cases, and medicines sufficient for the efficient. treatment of about 
twenty patients, together with cooking stove and kitchen furniture, and dis- 
infecting apparatus, paints, tools, etc., were purchased at the earliest practi- 
cable moment, and shipped to the Mississippi Quarantine Station. 

The report of the Resident Quarantine Physician will exhibit the number 
of vessels inspected, disinfected and detained at the Mississippi Quarantine 
Station; also, the total number of cases of disease treated in Hospital during 
the year 1880. 

At the meeting of the Board of Health on the 19th of November, an ad- 
ditional sum of five thousand dollars ($5000) was appropriated to the repair 
of the Mississippi Quarantine Station. 


PQ AT AA Y At OU AIA NID EN Bis SAS 
| ELOUN: 


_ By the seventh section of the act of 1855, “To establish quarantine for 

the protection of the State,” it is ordained that there shall be a quarantine 
‘fon the Atchafalayla River, two miles below Pilot’s Station, at the mouth of 
Wax Bayou.” It is also enacted that “ There shall be no permanent build- 
ing erected at Pilot’s Station, on the Atchafalaya River, but the Board of 
Health shall use as an hospital for the reception of the sick, hulls and cabins 
of steamboats.” In the twenty-fifth section of the same act it is further 
stated that “At the Atchafalaya Station a good shade shall be provided for 
the freights of vessels to be unloaded. The Board of Health shall receive 
the transfer of such lands as may be necessary at the Atchafalaya River, in 
the same manner and under the same conditions as are required by section 
one, and all plans, specifications and contracts for the above buildings, shall 
be submitted to and approved by the Governor of the State ; provided that 
the cost of said buildings shall in no case exceed the amount hereinafter ap- 
propriated.” 

In accordance with the acts of the General Assembly and the proclama- 
tion of the Governor of Louisiana, a quarantine strictly governed by the 
rules and regulations of the Board of Health, was maintained on the At- 
chafalaya River until the first of November. "During the entire period of 
the maintenance of the quarantine no infected vessel arrived at the station, 
and Morgan City remained free of contagious and infectious diseases, 
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An efflcient quarantine was maintained up to the Ist of N ovember at this 
important station, and it will be seen from the report of the intelligent and 
active Resident Physician, Dr. Daniel W. Adams, that a large number 
(1170) vessels were inspected. 

The recommendation of Dr. Adams, as to the selection of Grassy Island in 
the adjacent channel, as a proper objective point for Quarantine operations, 
as weli as to the necessity of reducing the Quarantine fees at this station, are 
worthy of the consideration of this Honorable body and of the General 
Assembly. 

The relations of the Rigolets Quarantine Station to the Ship Island Quar- 
antine Station of the National Board of Health will be considered hereafter. 





APPOINTMENT OF QUARANTINE AND SANITARY 
INSPECTOR 


FOR THE MOUTH AND PASSES OF THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER. 


In accordance with the resolution of the Board of Health, empowering the 
President to appoint a Quarantine and Sanitary Inspector for the mouth 
and passes of the Mississippi River, with headquarters at Port Eads; Dr. 
B. F. Taylor, formerly Secretary and Treasurer of the Board, was commis- 
sioned in August, and the following letter of instructions will illustrate the 
nature of the duties required : 


OFFICE BOARD OF HEALTH, STATE-HouUSE, STATE OF LOUISIANA. 
New Orleans, August 21, 1880, 


Dr. B. F. Taylor, of New Orleans, ‘is hereby appointed Quarantine and Sanitary In- 
spector for the mouth of the Mississippi River, with especial supervision over the Jetties) 
Port Eads, Pilot Town and Southwest Pass. 

Dr. Taylor will allow no communication between the ‘shore by unauthorized persons 
with vessels subject to quarantine; he will regulate the mode of towing infected vessels, 
and he will report promptly to the Board of Heaith, through its Executive Officer, all in- 
fractions of the Quarantine laws and of the rules and regulations of the Board of Health 
of the State of Lonisiana. 

Dr. Taylor will also direct the sanitary affairs of the Jetties, Port Eads and Pilot 
Town, and report promptly the occurrence of contagious or infectious diseases to the Pres- 
ident of the Board of Hea!th. JOSEPH JONES, M. D., 

President Board of Health, State of Louisiana. 





In addition to the performance of the duties indicated in the preceding 
commission, Dr. Taylor was ordered by the President to investigate the na- 
ture of the fever prevailing in and around, above and below Point Michel on 
the Mississippi River, and was empowered ‘to co-operate with the local practi- 
tioners, and to render all necessary aid, at the expense of the Board of 
Health. 

As the nature of the fever which prevailed during the summer and autumn 
of 1880 in the parish of Plaquemine will form a subject of special inquiry, the 
report of Dr. Taylor will be found under the special division relating to this 
subject. 
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GENERAL RESULTS OF THE QUARANTINE OPERA- 
TIONS OF THE BOARD OF HEALTH OF THE 
STATE OF LOUISIANA, DURING THE 
YEAR 1880. 


In order to supplement the operations of the Mississippi Quarantine and 
of the Rigolets and in order to secure the highest attainable sanitary condi- 
tion, in the shipping in the harbor along the river front, and within the 
pvasins lying within the heart of this great city, the President drew up a code 
of sanitary rules and regulations, which were tnanimously adopted and pro- 
mulgated, by the Board of Health on the 22nd of April. 

In accordance with section II1 of the Sanitary Rules of the Board of 
Health of the State of Louisiana, regulating shipping in the Port of New 
Orleans, the President commissioned the Sanitary Inspectors of the several 
districts and appointed an assistant deputy inspector, and; empowered them 
in accordance with the acts of the Board of Health, to carefully inspect the 
shipping and to use such measures as were in accordance with the regula- 
tions. 

From the following table it will be seen that during the months of May, 
June, July, August, September and October, 462 vessels were inspected in 
the Harbor of New Orleans, exclusive of the vessels inspected in the old and 
new basins. 

TABLES SHOWING THE NUMBER, CLASS AND NATIONALITY OF VESSELS ARRIVED IN 

THE PORT OF NEW ORLEANS DURING THE SIX MONTHS, ENDING OCTOBER 31, 1880, 


WHICH WERE INSPECTED BY THE SANITARY INSPECTORS OF THE BOARD OF HEALTH, 
STATE OF LOUISIANA : 















































Steam- : 
Months. ‘ ships.| Ships. Barks. Brigs. |Schooners| ‘Total. 
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Nationality. ships.| Ships. Barks. Brigs. Schooners| Total. 

PAUHIVETN OAT Seth aie, o:e uiels\o\s/s\9) s\cjo/a esi minratmieiniaie e/¢,c.a.a uiais cls 103 27 21 2 | 42 195 
RV See 0 ain ei diesels cis s'weistarelalisistuisicietes|s 60's 0/6 's'xve 134 9 26 Dili eiiietate osteitis 170 
Spanish -....-.... cee sececeesevcceesceees -. oe IG MINE Liasepaas tiaiets 14 Nee tad Yer ae eh 41 
BN aT UR TED TD cy sete insc)erovsaln/oicta; eV eeeaeoa ea Glos were elu E La Tela ais sveie's ciel iereites eae 10 1 x 11 
OPEC IST otic Uatcnis cit uictete'e sie wletsialeturecio'e’e.a! wetelcalavaisi[stbic estore: stort ete orete wat os 3 1 Se 4 
(SETUPS INS 06 SEDO OO SE DEGO4 TSS DOCG ORO cee 3 3 BU ih [ecereiaee c siorellersineceae eels 9 
RPTL re te reals ae hort eo (en als 1S er UTE sols oo anise lst evsleres eters uM lees tec ert. ¢ % Big cos ep detle lS paar. g * 
DRI TRC Ee eiet Fa eee dee tao toits otkicle chan Mere eratcheete c tatetatel'e levels wiereta ta 3 BiG bewesie ates 1 12 
ING HR TALUS 5 SHO OOO AND BODOO ODDO O NCCE EDOUEE COU ROH BAC OOR CHG cus edo GMb letareviavsisiete svetsisiarstaleyetes 6 
AN onctc iret Naret nie ae cs cere rel bettetete eter sials olviasccre tials ee clave cite MaerTeletia e's olcis’s Giclecs eile gtnla sehen 5 5 
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Sanitary rules were also recommended by the Board of Health of the 
State of Louisiana, to be observed by vessels during their stay in the port of 
New Orleans, and in other ports and on their passage to and from New Or- 
leans. The co-operation of the State and Federal authorities, and of the 
various Foreign Consuls was urged. Four thousand copies of these sanitary 
rules were printed, and they have been systematically and continuously dis- 
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tributed by the Sanitary Inspectors of the Board of Health, and by the vari- 
ous quarantine officers at the Mississippi, Atchafalaya and Rigolets Quaran- 
tine Stations to the captains, masters and agents of all vessels entering the 
waters of Louisiana. 


BRITISH CONSULATE, New Orleans, May 7. 

Dear Sir :—In the Picayuné’s report of your last meeting it is stated that you had called on ail the Con- 
uls of Foreign Nations, except the British Consul, and that they had all promised co-operation with the 
Board of Health, in accordance with Circular No. 3. 

This would give the public.to believe that [am not in accordance with the Board‘upon this subject, 
whereas the very contrary is the fact, for within the same hour in which I had the pleasure of receiving your 
visit I issued the enclosed Circular Notice. I am, dear sir, 

’ \t Yours faithfully, A. DR FONBLANQUE. 

Dr. Joseph Jones: 





[Notice to Masters of British Ships.] 


The attention of masters of British ships is called to Circular No. 3, issued by the Board of Health, for 
the State of Louisiana (a copy of which has been delivered on board your ship), and especially to the second 
article thereof. 
be It is most important that all such cases of disease as are therein mentioned should be reported without 

elay. 

The Sanitary Rules which conclude the Circular in question are also strongly recommended for your 
adoption. A. bE FONBLANQUE, Conaul. 

New Orleans May 5, 1880. 
OFFICE BOARD OF HEALTH, STATH-HOUSE, STATE OF LOUISIANA. 
New Orleans, May 3, 1880. 


Hon. A. de Fonblanque, British Consul, British Consulate, New Orleans, La.: 


DEAR Sir-—I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your favor of the 7th inst., and in 
reply would state that the mistake with reference to the British Consul was, accidentally 
made by the reporter, and was not entered upon the official minutes of the Board of Health. 

It gives the Executive Officer of the Board of Health of the State of Louisiana great 
pleasure to correct this error, especially as he recalls with gratification his interview with 
the accomplished and zealous representative of the first commercial power of the globe. 

I desire to express the thanks of the Board of Health for the prompt and energetic 
mavner iv) which the representative of the commercial interests of the British Government 
has been pleased to indorse the efforts to preserve the health of the seamen and protect 
the Mississippi Valley from the introduction of foreign pestilence. 

With high esteem, respectfully yours, | JOSEPH JONES, M. D., 

President Board of Health, State of Louisiana. 








On May 24, 1880, the rules and regulations for the government of quaran- 
tine officers and stations, and for the enforcement of the acts of the Legisla- 
ture of Louisiana, “establising and regulating quarantine for the protection of 
the State,”* were submitted by the President, and unanimously adopted by the 
Board of Health, and four thousand copies have been printed and distributed 
by the Board of Health to the local boards in the United States, to Foreign 
Consuls, captains, masters and agents of vessels. 

On the nineteenth of August additional rules and regulations governing 
the Mississippi Quarantine Station were prepared by a committee composed 
of Dr. J. C. Beard, J. P. Davidson and F. Loeber, and were adopted by the 
Board of Health. 

In noting the fact that New Orleans escaped an epidemic of Yellow Fever, 
and was also free from other contagious and infectious diseases, the history 
of the quarantine of 1880 would not be complete without the consideration 
of the cases of the Vanguard and Excelsior. 


*Acts of the Legislature of Louisiana establishing and regulating Quarantine for the protection of the 
State; Organizing and defining the powers of the Board ef Health, and regulating the pactice of Medicine, 
Midwifery, Dentistry and Pharmacy; also rules and regulations of the Board ot Health of the State of 
ee and Health Ordinances of the City ot New Orleans, by Joseph Jones, M. D. New Orleans, 

80, pp. 36-51. é 


&, 


Report of President Jones. | 25 


RESISTANCE OF THE QUARANTINE AUTHORI- 


LIS Epi Rin IS SPR AM SETUP 
VANGUARD. 


At the regular meeting of the Board of Health on the twenty-fourth of 
May the President presented the facts relating to the violation of the quar- 
antine laws of the State of Louisiana by W. J. Gell, Master of the British 
steamship Vanguard, and laid before the Board the following letter to the 
Attorney General advising prompt and decisive action: 


OFFICE BOARD OF HEALTH, 
State House, May 24, 1880. ; 
Hon. J. C. Egan, Attorney General, State of Louisiana : 

DEAR Sir—The attention of the Attorney General is respectfully directed to the follow- 
ing telegram : ‘3 

MISSISSIPPI QUARANTINE STATION, May 23, 1880—To Dr. Joseph Jones, President Board 
of Health: steamer Vanguard passed Quarantine at 12m, to-day from Colon. Captain 
refused to anchor for disinfection, and proceeded to the city without permit. This case 
should be laid before Attorney General for prosecution and the vessel sent back to station. 

J. F. FINNEY, M., D., 
Resident Physician, 

The latter portion of the 13th and the 16th Sections of ‘An Act to establish Quarantine Sor 
the protection of the State; ” reads thus: 

“SECTION 13. Every master of a vessel subject to a quarantine or a visitation, arriving in 
the port of New Orleans, who shall refuse or neglect either. First: To proceed with and 
anchor his vessel at the place designated for quarantine at the time of his arrival. Second: 
To submit his vessel, cargo and passengers to the examination of the physician, and to 
furnish all necessary information to enable that officer to determine what quarantine shall 
be fixed for his vessel. Third: To remain with his vessel at the Quarantine ground dur- 
ing the period assigned for her quarantine, and while there to comply with the directions 
and regulations prescribed by this “Act” or by the Board of Health, or with such directions 
prescribed for his vessel, crew, cargo and passengers, by the Resident Physician, shall be 
guilty of a misdemeanor, and be punished by a fine not exeeeding two thousand dollars 
($2,000), or by imprisonment not exceeding twelve months, or by both, at the discretion ot 
Thecourtyn* )y%)\* 

SECTION 16. Be it further enacted that the Resident Physician report to the Attorney 
General, all violations of this “Act,” and it shall be his duty to prosecute all person or per- 
sons thus offending; to collect the fines and remit the amount thereof to the Secretary of 
the Board of Health, whose duty it shall be to keep a separate book for fines collected, to 
be approved of every three months by the Attorney General, who shall receive such com- 
pensation as the Board may fix for his services. The Jatter portion of an “Act” to amend 
an “Act” entitled an “Act to establish Quarantine for the protection of the State,” ap- 
proved March 16, 1870, appears also to be applicable to the case of the “Vanguard,” now 
under consideration. ‘The Board of Health shall have power to define the duties of offi- 
cers employed by them, and impose additional duties on officers appointed under this 
“Act,” to issue warrnts to any constable, police officer or sheriff in the State to apprehend 
and retain such person or persons as cannot be otherwise subjected to the provisions of 
this “Act,” or who shall have violated the same, or whenever it shall be necessary go to do, 
toissue their warrant to the sheriff of thecity or parish where any vessel may be having 
violated the provisions of this ‘‘Act,” commanding him to remove said vessel to the Quaran- 
tine ground, and arrest the officer thereof; all which warrant shall be executed by the of- 
ficer to whom the same shall be directed, who shali possess the like power in the execu- 
tion thereof, and be entitled to the same compensation as if the same had been issued out 
of any court of the State.” 

I would most respectfully and earnestly urge the Attorney General to take prompt and 
energetic action in the vindication of the Quarantine laws of the State which have been 
violated by the Captain of the Vanguard. 

Respestfully, your obedient servant, 
JOSEPH JONES, M. D., 
President Board of Health State of Louisiana, 


P. §.—I have directed the Attorney of the Board, H. L. O’Donnell, Esq, to render such 
assistance in this case as the Attorney General may-deem necessary, 
JOSEPH JONES, M. D, 
: 
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BoarD oF Me 
State—House, May 24, 1880. 
Mr. H. L. O’Donnell, Attorney Board of Health: 
Dear Sir—Enclosed please find letter of President Board of Health to the Attorney Gen- 
eral with reference to the Steamship Vanguard. 
The case is an important one and should be dealt with at once and in a determined man- 
ner. 
I would respectfully suggest that the Attorney of the Board, render all necessary assist- 
ance to the Attorney General. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOSEPH JONES, M. D., 
President Board of Health, State of Louisiana. 





The Attorney General replied to the above communication, that it was the 
duty of the District Attorney to attend to such matters. 

After considering the opinions of the District Attorney and of the Attor- 
ney of the Board, the Board of Health authorized the President to take such 
further action in the vindication of the quarantine laws of the State of Louis- 
jana, as he might deem best. 

It was manifest that the protection of the State of Louisiana and of the en- 
tire Mississippi valley from the introduction of foreign pestilence depended 
upon the vindication and the rigid execution of the quarantine laws. The fact 
was appreciated that the prevention of inland quarantines and the commerce 
of New Orleans as well as that of the greater portion of the Mississippi Valley, 
depended upon such an administration of the quarantine at the mouth of the 
Mississippi river, as would secure the confidence of the authorities and citi- 
zens in the surrounding States. After an examination of the various legal 
processes by which the public safety might be assured, the following ap- 
peared to offer the most direct and speedy solution of the questions involved 
in the case of the master of the S. 8S. Vanguard. 

By the acts of the Legislature relative to quarantine passed in 1855, and re-en- 
acted in 1870, the Board of Health is empowered ‘ Whenever it shall be nec- 
essary so to do, to issue their warrant to the sheriff of the city or parish 
where any vessel may be, having violated the provisions of this act, com- 
manding him to remove said vessel to the quarantine ground, and arrest the 
officers thereof, all which warrants shall be executed by the ofticer, to whom 
the same shall be directed, who shall possess the like powers in the execution 
thereof and be entitled to the same compensation as if the same had been 
duly issued out of any court of this State.” 

By this same act, it is made “the duty of the President of the Board of 
Health to reside in New Orleans, and superintend the different quarantine 
stations of the State.” Itis also enacted that ‘he shall have the power to 
issue during the adjournment to constables or sheriff’s, all orders and war- 
rants provided by the provisions of this act.” 

Upon careful examination, the President found the following decision of 
the Supreme Court bearing upon the question at issue. 

“The arrival of a vessel at New Orleans after refusing to obey the orders to 
remain in quaratine at the Quarantine Station, in the parish of Plaquemines, 
is an offense commited in the parish of Orleans, and triable in the First Dis- 
trict Court of New Orleans.” [Session Acts of 1855; p. 316, sec. 6.] 

Immediately after the adjournment of the Board on the ‘twenty- -fourth of 
May, the President, after due consultation with the District Attorney and the 
Attorney of the Board, issued the following warrant to the Sheriff of Orelans: 


é 
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THe STATE OF LOUISIANA. 
To the Civil Sheriff of the Parish of Orleans—Greeting: 

Whereas, due and sufficient proof has been adduced before the ‘Board of Health of the 
State of Louisiana” that on the twenty-third day of May, A. D. 1880, one W. J. Gell, com- 
mander of the steamship “Vanguard,” and being subject under the laws of Louisiana to de- 
tention, inspection and fumigation, at the Mississippi River Quarantine Station, has caused 
said steamship to come to and arrive at the City of New Orleans without undergoing the 
necessary inspection, fumigation and cetention at said Quarantine Station. 

Now, therefore, this is to command you to remove forthwith said steamship ‘‘Vanguard” 
from the City of New Orleans to the Mississippi River Quarantine Station, and there retain 
said steamship until inspected, fumigated and detained in accordance with the laws of the 
Sab of Louisiana in reference to Quarantine; and for so doing this shall be your war- 
rant. 

Given under my hand and the official seal of the Board of Health of the State of Louisi- 
ana, in the City of New Orleans, this twenty-fifth day of May, A. D. 1880- 

JOSEPH JONES, M. D., 
President Board of Health, State of Louisiana. 


After the seizure of the vessel by the Sheriff, the British Consul called 
upon the President of the Board of Health, and urged the necessity of con- 
sidering certain possible international complications and suits for heavy 
damages which might grow out of the execution of this summary process. 

When the law under which the process was issued was fully unfolded, the 
British Consul frankly admitted that the Master of the Vanguard had vio- 
lated the Quarantine laws of the State of Louisiana; but at the same time 
he requested that the President should lay his statement before the Board of 
Health, and request an arrest or modification of its action. 

Whilst holding that it was his manifest duty to execute rigidly and fear- 
lessly the laws for the protection of the State against the introduction of for- 
eign pestilence, the President nevertheless laid the statement of the British 
Consul before the members of the Board. The unanimous response was that 
the resolution of the Board of Health and the mandate of its Executive Offi- 
cer should be maintained. 

The Vanguard was accordingly returned by the Sheriff back to the Missis- 
Sippi Quarantine Station, and was subjected to thorough inspection, disinfec- 
tion and fumigation. 

The following communication was received from the British Consul on the 
twenty-ninth of May: 

BRITISH CONSULATE, New Orleans, May 29, 1880. 


Dr. Joseph Jones, President of the Board of Health: 


Sir :—I much regret to find in the Times of this day, an article, apparently inspired by Capt. Gell, of 
the British steamship ‘‘Vanguard,” in which an attempt is made to justify his action in disobeying the orders 
of the Quarantine Physician, and bringing his ship to New Orleans without a permit. 

If Capt. Gell has read the laws relating to quarantine, he has proved himself incapable of understand- 
ing them; yet they are very clear. 

Having stood by while his agents and his eonsul admitted his mistake, and obtained a remission of pen- 
alties by frankly apologizing for it, he now puts forth a foolish plea in justification. 

As this might lead to an impression that I have not been acting conscientiously in this matter, I beg to 
assure you that I do not agree with Capt. Gell’s pretensions, or approve his conduct. 


have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 
A. DE FONBLANQUE, British Consul. 


To this communication the following reply was given: 


OFFICE BOARD OF HEALTH, May 29, 1880, 
Hon. A. de Fonblanque, British Consul, New Orleans: 

Sir :—I have the honor to acknowledge the communication of the British Consul of the 
29th inst., and shall lay the same before the Board of Health at the next regular meeting, | 
June 3. 

As President of the Board of Health, I desire to express my thanks for your prompt 
action in this matter relating to the steamship *‘ Vanguard.” 


Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOSEPH JONES, M. D., 
President of the Board of Health, 
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In the New Orleans Times of the 30th of May, the following card ap- 
peared, signed by the master of the Vanguard: 


A CARD. 
NEW ORLEANS, May 29, 1880. 
To the Editor of the New Orleans Times: 

Sir—Referring to a cenversation published in your issue of to-day, in which I am. reported to have 
said that the Vanguard (steamship) was not subject to Quarantine— 

Having to- da ay been presented with a copy of the laws on the subject (the first I have seen since coming 
to this port), Lam convinced that ever y vessel, without exception, on entering the Mississippi River, is sub- 
ject to inspection, and for the purpose of in spection the law is explicit i in requirin g that the vessel shall be 
anchored, no matter where she comes from, or how many clear bills of health she may have. 

Yours faithfully, W. J. GELL, Master Steamship Vanguard. 


As the quarantine laws of the State of Louisiana had been promptly vin- 
dicated, the President of the Board of Health took no further action in the 
case of the master of the British steamship Vanguard. 

In order to enforce the prompt detection of any violation of the quarantine 
laws, the following communication was addressed to the 


HARBOR MASTERS. 


OFFICE BOARD OF HEALTH, STATE OF LOUISIANA, STATE-HOUSE, 
New Orleans, ay 29, 1880. 


Harbor-Master, District Port of New Orleans: 


Sir:—Your attention is hereby called to sections 17 and 18, of “ “An Act to establish | 
quarantine for the protection of the State,” approved March, 1855, p. 7, which reads thus: 

SrcTion 17. Be it further enacted, eic., That it shall be the duty of ithe Harbor-Masters, 
in their respective districts, to demand of the captain of every vessel arriving from sea to 
New Orleans, the permit of the Resident Physician, and to report to the Secretary of the 
Board of Health, all vessels having entered the port without such permit. 

Src. 18. Beit further enacted, ete., That from the first of May to the nrst of November, 
all towboats plying from the mouth of the river to New Orleans, shall be liable to inspec- 
tion and quarantine, and it shall be the duty of the different Harbor-Masters to require 
from the captains of said towboats the certificate of the Resident Physician, as provided by 
section 8, which certificate shall not be granted before a detention of at least five days; 
provided nothing herein contained shall be so construed as to apply to towboats plying be- 
tween New Orleans and the Quarantine ground and no farther. 

The protection of this city from the importation of foreign pestilence necessitates the 
rigid enforcement of the preceding rules by the Harbor-Masters. 
Respectftilly, JOSEPH JONES, M. D., 
President of the Board of Health. 


The prompt action of the Board of Health in the case of the British steam- 
ship Vanguard, was followed by no similar breach of the Quarantine laws. 





QUARANTINE OF LViESSEERS 


FROM THE INFECTED PORT OF RIO DE JANEIRO—CASB OF THE 
BARK EXCELSIOR. 


The prevalence of Yellow Fever in the City of Rio de Janeiro received the 
prompt and earnest attention of the Board of Health immediately after its 
reorganization on the eighth of April, 1880. 

The various vessels arriving with coffee from this port were detained at the 
Quarantine Station for periods ranging from twelve to twenty days; the 
Resident Quarantine Physician was ordered to shift the cargoes by acclimated 
laborers (that is by men who had suffered with the Yellow Fever), natives of 
New Orleans. 

The general measures instituted with the ships from this infected port are 
indicated briefly in the following official telegrams and correspondence: 
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(Telegram. ] 


_ MIsstssIPPI QUARANTINE STATION, April 26, 1880.—To Joseph Jones, M.D., President Board of Health : 
Brig Hildegard left Rio 24th February, several cases off vessel sick on shore in Rio only one ease at sea, 
taken 4th March, and recovered. Vessel fumigated and disinfected yesterday, now undergoing heavy fumiga- - 


tion with 4000 sacks of coffee in hold. 
P. S. CARRINGTON, Resident Physician. 
(Telegram.] 


To Dr. CARRINGTON, MISSISSIPPI QUARANTINE STATION, April 26th, 1880.—Detain Brig ‘ Hildegard.” 
Discharge cargo from hold. Fumigate and ventilate cargo and ship. Pump out bilge water, and replace with 
strong solution of copperas and carbolic acid. Have decks and hold washed with same Continue fumigation. 

[Signed. ] JOSEPH JONES, M..D., President Board of Health. 


[Telegram. ] 


April 27th 1880.—You will please write me fully with reference to Brig ‘‘ Hildegard ” from Rio. The cargo 
should be discharged, ventilated and fumigated, and the bilge water pumped out and replaced with a solution 
of copperas and carbolic acid. The enclosed circular will give formula; of course the amount should be pro- 
portionate to the space occupied by the bilge water. The decks and hold should be washed with the same soln- 
tion. The fumigations with sulphurous acid gas should be frequent and thorongh. Hold the ship and crew 
under observation until further advice. 

[Signed] JOSEPH JONES, M. D., President Board of Health. 


(Telegram. ] 


: April 28th, 1880,—Transfer the sacks of coffee from the hold to the open deck, so as to allowof free ven- 
tilation. Subject the hold and all parts of the vessel to the fullest extent of fumigation. It will be necessary to 
take the cargo from different section of the vessel at difierent times. Ventilate every part at least two days 
and fumigate each vacant space from which the sacks of coffee have been removed. Upon completion of these 
processes, subject the entire cargo and vessel, lockers, cabins and closets, bunks, bedding and clothing, crew 
etc., to thorough disinfection and fumigation. 

[Signed] JOESPH JONKS, M. D., President Board of Health. 


QUARANTINE STATION, MISSISSIPPI RrvER, May 1, 1880. 
Joseph Jones, M. D., President Board of Health: 


Dear Sir—In response to yours of the 27th ult., received on yesterday, I would state that the brig Hil- 
degard. from Sundwall, Sweden, with acargo of deals, arrived at Rio on the 26th of December last. There 
were eleven persons on board, consisting (inclusive of Captain) of ten in crew and one passenger, who was 
the wife of theCaptain. During the time the vessel was at Rio every one of these people were taken sick, 
but it is not clear that every case was Yellow Fever. + 

On January 14, Karl W. was taken sick, removed to hospital, and returned on board vessel the 
3d of February. 

On the 28th of January Capt. Johansson was sick and went ashore. but, from his statement, was so 
slightly affected as to be scarcely kept in bed for it 

His wife, who was on shore with him, returned to the vessel, and on the night of the same day was 
taken sick, was carried ov shore the next morning (that of the 29th) and died on the 2d of February. 

The second mate taken on the 29th, was placed in hospital, and died on the 3d of February. 

John Lonquist sitkened the 3d and returned to the vessel the 13th of February. 

The cook was taken on the 4th and returned on board the 27th of February. 

E. Pesterling sickened on the 5th and died on shore the 9th ot February. 

G. Peterson sick on the 8th, returned to the brig the 24th of February. : 

S. P. Johansson, because of a bite from a fish was taken on shore, and while in hospital became sick. 
He was left in Rio. 

eth In the place of two of the crew who died and one left on shore three new members were shipped 
at Rio. 

Having discharged cargo the brig anchored near one-half mile from shore, whereit took on 
cargo. With a cargo of coffee and some rock ballast taken at Rio the Hildegard left for New Orleans on the 
29th of February. 

On the 4th of March Michael , one of the crew shipped at Rio was taken sick. His was probably 
a case of Yellow Fever, which terminated in recovery. No other case occurred during the voyage. 

On the 25th of April the brig arrived here with all well on board. The same day the hold of the ves- 
sel, cabin, forecastle, bedding and clothing were fumigated and bilge disinfected with carbolic acid and 
sulp. of iron. The next day heavy fumigation and carbolic acid in the bilge, besides had mattress and _pil- 
low of sailor sick at sea brought on shore and burned. The cargo, now in process of removal from hold to 
the deck, and vacant spaces fumigated in detail. 

In the preceding I neglected to enumerate the carpenter being sick on the 11th, and returned on board 
the 27th of February. Very respectfully, 

P. S. CARRINGTON, M. D., Resident Physician. 











[Telegram. ] 

MISSISSIPPI QUARANTINE STATION, May 8, 1880.—Joseph Jones, M. D., President Board of Health, care 
of Westfeldt Bros.: Last coffee to be erated from hold of brig Hildegard, on deck since yesterday, will be in 
readiness for release to-morrow. P. S. CARRINGTON, M. D., Resident Physician. 

{[Telegram. ] 

NEw ORLEANS, May 8th, 1880.—Dr. Carrington, Resident Physician, Mississippi Quarantine Station : If 
no case of fever has occurred among the officers, crew or passengers of the Brig Hildegard, since the arrival 
at the Mississippi Quarantine Station, and if the instructions of the Board of Health, with reference to removal, 
ventilation and fumigation, of her cargo have been fully carried out, and if you deem it entirely safe, release 


the vessel and allow her to come up to the city. 
JOSEPH JONES, M. D. President Board of Health. 





Immediately upon the arrival of the bark Hildegard at her wharf in the 
First District, Dr. Joseph Holt, the Sanitary Inspector of this District, re- 
ceived written instructions as to her thorough inspection, disinfection and 
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fumigation. Orders. were also issued for the thorough fumigation of the 
warehouse in which the coffee was stored, with sulphurous acid gas. 

The following are the results of the inspection and sanitary measures in- 
stituted by Dr. Holt: , 


Dereruens Propounded by the President, Quarantine Officers and Deputy Inspectors of the Board 
of Health of the State of Louisiana to the Masters, Captains and Medical Officers, of Vessels at the Port of New 
Orleans and Quarantine Stations of Louisiana. } 

NEW ORLEANS, May 13, 1880. 


1. Name of Vessel? Hildegard. 

2. Name of Captain or Master? Erick Gustave Johansson. 

3. Tonnage or Class of Vessel? 256.42. 

4. From whence is the vessel you Command ? Rio de Janerio. 

5. How many days have you been on passage? 54 days. 

6. At what port or ports have you touched? None. . ; 

7. Were any Contagious or Infectious Diseases prevailing at the port from whence your vessel sailed ? 
8 
9 


es. 

If so, name the Diseases. Yellow Fever. 

Were any Contagious or Infectious Diseases prevailing at the port or ports at which you touched? 

None. 
10. Ifso, name the Diseases. None. 
11. Was any freight or passengers received at the ports at which your vessel touched ? None. 
12. Ifso, give particulars. None. 
13. Have you any Bills of Health? Yes. 
14. Ifso, produce them Did produce them. 
15. During the course of your Cruise or Passage, what cases of disease have occurred on board? One 
case ot fever. 
16. At what dates? March 4th. 
17. Have any deaths taken place on board your vessel since you left the last port? None, 
18. Ifso, at what dates and from what causes? None. 
19. Are there any sick on your vessel at this time? None. 
20. Has Yellow Fever, Small Pox, Cholera or Plague ever existed on this ship? Yes. 
21. Ifso, when? At Rio de Janerio, just previous to leaving port. 
22. What is the number of Officers? Three. i 
23. What is the number of the Crew? Seven. 
24. What is the number of Passengers? None. ° 
25. What is your cargo? Coffeeand Mats. 
26. To whom is the cargo consigned ? Westfeldt Bros. 
27. What is the present sanitary condition of the vessel, cargo, crew and passengers? Good. 
28. Have you a Medical officer? None. 
29. Give the name of the Medical officer. None. 
30. Produce the Reports of the Medical officer. None. 
E. G. JOHNASSON, Master. 


Subscribed to before me, JOSEPH HOLT, M. D., Sanitary Inspector, First District. 


SPECIAL REPORT—BRIG HILDEGARD, WITH CARGO OF COFFEE, FIFTY-FOUR DAYS FROM 
RIO; SIXTEEN DAYS AT MISSISSIPPI QUARANTINE STATION; ARRIVED AT NEW 
ORLEANS, HEAD OF CALLIOPE STREET, MORNING OF MAY 12, 1830—BY JOSEPH HOLT, 
M. D., SANITARY INSPECTOR, FIRST DISTRICT, NEW ORLEANS, MAY 13, 1880. 


OFFICE SANITARY INSPECTOR, FIRST er oe 


New Orleans, May 13, 1880. 
Joseph Jones, M. D., President Board of Health: ; 


Sir :—I have the honor to report having executed your orders in relation to the brig Hildegard, and present 
with this list of questions definitely answered. I have disinfected the bilge-water, and have had 
it ahha: and the hold washed and the vessel thoroughly fumigated with burning sulphur; also cargo in 
warehouse. 

While in the port of Rio de Janeiro, during the month of February, 1880, eleven persons sickened with 
Yellow Fever, and were sent as soon as talling ill, to hospital. This number included all on board. The 
captain’s wife and two sailors died 

The bill of health, signed by United States Consul General Thomas Adamson, February 26, 4 o’clock 
P. M., certifies to 132 deaths from Yellow Fever in Rio de Janeiro, for the week ending February 24, 1880. 

JOSEPH HOLT, M. D., 
———— Sanitary Inspector, First District. 


The mearures j ust described were applied to each and every vessel arriving 
from Rio up to the middle of October, 1880. The following correspondence — 
waselicited by an erroneous report published in one of the daily newspapers: 


NATIONAL BOARD OF HEALTH, 
' No. 113]. : River Inspection Service, Office of the Director, 
Memphis, Tenn., June 1, 1880. 


My dear Doctor—Not having yet received the blank forms from you, I have ordered a supply printed 
here, and enclose you a copy for comparison, that you may note one or two inaccuracies of the printer (in 
those furnished you by Graham). 

_ _ Both the Mississippi and Tennessee State Boards of Health express solicitude concerning railroad 
freight from New Orleans, and I have had repeated inquiries as to when the inspector of such freight would be 
put on duty. You are, of course, the judge of the necessity, and, also, I know realize the importance o some 
concession to the State and local Boards, ds td 
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_ I noticed in the New Orleans Times of the 25th of May, the arrival of the Swedish bark Robert, from 
Rio, with 4000 sacks of coffee, coupled with the statement in the same paper that this vessel had lost her cap- 
tain and all of her crew but two of Yellow Fever while loading. Asa matter of interest I wish you would 
advise me what treatment this vessel and her cargo were subjected to by the Louisiana State Board. 


Very truly yours, 
, R. W. MITCHELL, 
: _ Member National Board of Health, Director River Inspection Service. 
To Dr. S. M. Bemiss, Member National Board of Health, New Orleans, La. 


This communication was endorsed as follows: 


_ Respectfully referred to President State Board of Health for his information and for suggestion con- 
cerning railroad inspections. He will please return this with suggestions at earliest convenient hour. At- 
tention is respectfully called to remarks concerning bark Robert. S. M. BEMISS, M. N. B. H. 


OFFICE BOARD OF HEALTH, STaTE-HousE, STATE OF LOUISIANA, 
New Orleans, June 1, 1880. t 
Prof. S. M. Bemiss, M. D., Member National Board of Health: 

Sir—That portion of the communication of Dr. Mitchell relating to inspection of railroad 
freights in this city, will be referred to the State Board of Health at the meeting to-morrow 
evening, June 3. * * 

Fall information has been communicated to Dr. Mitchell with reference to the bark Rob- 
ert, from Rio, and also as to the rigid measures instituted by the Board of Health with all 
vessels from Rio. Respectfully, 

JOSEPH JONES, M. D., 


President Board of Health, State or Louisiana. 





OFFICE BOARD OF HEALTH, STATE OF LOUISIANA, 
New Orleans, June 1, 1880. 


Rk. W. Mitchell, M. D., Member National Board of Health, Director River Inspection 
Service : 


Srr—In reply to your inquiry addressed to Prof. Saml. M. Bemiss, M. D., of the National 
Board of Health, with reference to the ‘‘treatment’’ which the bark Robert, from Rio, was 
subjected to by the Louisiana State Board: Ihave to state that said vessel was detained at 
the Mississippi Quarontine Station about fitteen days; the coffee was removed from the 
hold and thoroughly ventilated, and the hold and entire ship fumigated and disinfected. 
Only two (2)of her crew were taken sick in Rio, and were transferred to the hospital during 
the voyage from Rio to Mississippi Quarantine Station, occupying over sixty days no case 
of disease af any description occurred. This observation applies also to the crew whilst at 
Quarantine Station and at this port. ; 

The Board of Health has instituted rigid measures with all vessels from Rio, not only de- 
‘taining them for observation, but also causing breaking of bulk and thorough fumigation, 
disinfection and cleansing, also thorough ventilation of cargo. 

The statement which you quote from the New Orieans Times of the 25th of May, to the 
effect that this vessel had lost her captain and all her crew but two, of Yellow Fever, while 
loading in Rio, evidently conveyed an erroneous impression. 


Respectfally 
JOSEPH JONES, M. D., 
President Board of Health. 


The following is the report of Dr, Joseph Holt, Sanitary Inspector of the 
First District, concerning bark Robert : 


NEw ORLEANS, May 29, 1880. 

1. Name of Vessel? Robert. 

2. Name of Captain or Master? G. W. Erlandson. 

3. Tonnage or Class of Vessel? 346. 

4. From whence is the vessel you Command? Rio Janeiro. 

5. How many days have you been on the the passage? 62 days. 

6. At what port or ports have you touched? None. 

% Were any Contagious or Infectious Diseases prevailing at the port from whence your vessel sailed? 
Yellow Fever. 

9. Were any Contagious or’ Infectious Diseases prevailing at the port or ports at which you touched? 
N 


0. 
11. Was any freight or passengers received at the ports at which your vessel touched? No. 
13. Have you any Bills of Health? Yes; but in possession of Quarantine Health Officer. 
15. During the course of your Cruise or Passage what cases of disease have occurred on board? None, 
lv. Have any deaths taken place on board your vessel since you left the last port? No. 
19. Are there any sick on your vessel at this time} No. 
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20. Has Yellow Fever, Smail Pox, Cholera or Plague ever existed on this ship? Yes, at Rio. Yellow 
ever. 
21. If so, when? February, 1880. 
22. What is the number of Officers. Two. 
23. Whatis the number of the Crew? Hight. 
24, What is the number of Passengers. None. 
25. Whatis your cargo? Coffee. 
26. To whom is the cargo consigned? G. L. Phipps. 
27. What is the present sanitary condition of the vessel, cargo, crew and passengers? Good. 
j G. W. ERLANDSON, Master. 
Subscribed to before me, JOSEPH HOLT, M. D., Sanitary Inspector of First District. 


4 


The following replies were returned by Dr. RB. M. Mitchell, Member of the 
National Board ot Health, residing in Memphis, Tennessee : 


No. 121.] NATIONAL BOARD OF HEALTH, 
River Inspection Service—Office of the Director, 
Memphis, Tenn., June 3, 1880. 
Prof. Joseph Jones, M. D., President Louisiana State Board of Health: - 
My Dear Doctor:—I have to thank you for your prompt and satisfactory response to my query ad 
dressed to Dr. Bemiss, concerning the treatment of the coffee ship ‘t Robert.” 
The details of the thorough measures adopted and enforced at the Mississippi Quarantine Station, as set 
forthin your letter of the first instant, are very reassuring, and I beg again to thank you tor your courtesy, 
pressed, as I know}you must be, for time in which to discharge all the onerous duties of your position. 


Believe me, my dear doctor, very sincerely yours, 
R. M. MITCHELL, 
Member N. B. H. Director River Inspection Service. 


No. 125.] NATIONAL BOARD OF Diseetor 





River Inspection Service—Office of the Director. 
Memphis, Tenn., June 5, 1880. 
Prof. Joseph Jones, M. D., President Louisiana State Board of Health, New Orleans, La.: 
Sir :—I beg to acknowledge receipt of a copy of the Rules and Regulations of the Board of Health, State 
of Louisiana, concerning quarantine, together with your letter accompanying the same, for both of which 


pleasé accept my thanks. Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
5 R. M. MITCHELL, 
Member N. B. H. Director River Inspection Service. 


The following data extracted from the inspection records of the Board of 
Health of the State of Louisiana, will serve still further to illustrate the con- 
tinued reinspection of vessels\from Rio, in the harbor of New Orleans. The 
cargoes of all these vessels were subjected to fumigation by sulphurous acid 


in the warehouses in which they were deposited. 
NEW ORLEANS, June 10, 1880. 
1. Name of Vessel? Stella. 
2. Name of Captain or Master? M. Johnson. 
3. Tonnage or Class of Vessel? 190, 
4. From whence is the vessel you command? Rio de Janeiro. : 
5. How many days have you been on the passage? Sixty days. 
6. At what port or ports have you touched? None. ; 
7% Were any Contagious or Infectious Diseases prevailing at the port from whence your vessel sailed ? 
Yellow Fever. j 
13. Have you any Bills of Health? Yes. 
During the course of your Cruise or Passage, what cases of disease have occurred on board? None. 
17. Have any deaths taken place on board your vessel since you left the last port? No. 
19, Are there any sick on your vessel at this time? No. 
20. Has Yellow Fever, Small-Pox, Cholera or Plague ever existed on this ship? No. 
22. What is the number of officers? Two. i 
23. What is the number of the Crew?* Five. 
24. What is the number of Passengers? None. 
25. Whatis your cargo! Coffee. 
26. To whom the cargo consigned? Mississippi Warehouse. 
27. Whatis the present sanitary condition of the vessel, cargo, crew and passengers? Good. 
28. Have you a Medical Officer? No. 
M, JOHNSON, Master, 


Per F. ELLINGSEN. 
Inspected by JOSEPH HOLT, M. D. 


NEw ORLEANS, June 17th, 1880. 
Name of Vessel? Leopold et Maire. 
Name of Captain or Master? Lescalles. 
Tonnage or Class of Vessel 3? 400. 
From whence is the vessel you command? Rio de Janerio. 
How many days have you been on the passage? Fifty-five. 
At what port or ports have you touched? None, ; 
ere any Contagious or Infectious Diseases prevailing at the port from whence your vessel sailed ? 
. Yes. 
If so, name the Diseases. Yellow Fever. 
Have youany Bills of Health? Yes. 


° 
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15. During the course of your Cruise or Passage, what cases of disease have occured on board’ Two 
deaths ; one consumption, other with symptoms of Yellow Fever. 
17. Have any deaths taken place on board your vessel since you left the last port? Two. 
18. Ifso at what dates and from what causes? Twenty-eighth and twenty-ninth April. 
20. Has Yellow Fever, Small Pox, Cholera or Plague ever existed on this ship? Above instance only, 
21. Ifso, when? From 22nd to 29th April, 1880. 
22, What is the number of Officers? Two. 
23. Whatis the number of the Crew? Seven. 
24. Whaitis the number of Passengers? None 
25. Whatis your Cargo? Coffee. 
26. To whom is the cargo consigned? Smith, Rea & Co 
27. What is the present sanitary condition of the vessel, cargo, crew and passengers! (Good. 
28. Have you a Medical officer? No. 
29. Give the name of the Medical officer, None. 
M. BLANCHEMEIN, Pour le Capitaine. 
Subscribed to before me, JOSEPH HOLT, M. D. Sanitary Inspector First District. 





NEW ORLEANS, June 21, 1880. 
Name of Vessel? Eastern Chief. 
Name of Captain or Master? Young. 
Tonnage or Class of Vessel? 401. 
From whence is the vessel you Command? Rio de Janerio. 
How many days have you been'on the passage? Sixty-six. 
At what port or ports have you touched ? one. 
pyre any Contagious or Infectious Diseases prevailing at the port from whence your vessel sailed ¢ 
es. 
8. Ifso, name the Diseases. Yellow Fever. 
15. During the course of your Cruise or Passage, what cases of disease have occurred on board? Two 
cases of fever. 
16. Atwhat dates? Taken one on 13th, other on 16th April. 
{7. Have any deaths taken place on board your vessel since you left the last port? No. 
19. Are there any sick on your vessel at this time? No. 
20. Has Yellow Fever, Small Pox, Cholera or Plague, ever existed on this ship? Yellow Fever. 
21. Ifso, when? While in Rio. Three sent to hospitai- 
22. Whatis the number of Officers? Three. 
23. Whatis the number ofthe Crew? Hight. 
24. What is the number of Passengers? None. 
25. Whatis your cargo? Coffee. 
26. To whom is the cargo consigned? Johnson, Gordon & Co. 
27. Whatis the present sanitary condition of the vessel, cargo, crew and passengers? Good. .- 
YOUNG, Per pro. EDWARDS, Mate: 
Subscribed to before me, JOSEPH HOLT, Sanitary Inspector First District. 
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As a general rule the coffee ships from Rio discharge their cargoes in the 
First District of New Orleans, in which are located the large coffee ware- 
houses. 

The following facts with reference to the prevalence of Yellow Fever, and 
other diseases in Rio de Janerio, were communicated monthly to the Board of 
Health by the Consul General Thomas Adamson. 

In Rio de Janerio there occurred in the month of November, 1879, total 
* deaths from all causes 850, Yellow Fever 9; small-pox 11; enteric or typhoid 
fever 20; pernicious fever 22; month of December, 1879, total deaths 915; — 
Yellow Fever 18; small-pox 9; enteric or typhoid fever 13: pernicious fever 
43; consumption 153; month of January, 1880, total deaths 1062; Yellow 
Fever 133; small-pox 2; enteric or typhoid fever 14; scarlet fever 5; per- 
nicious fever 54; consumption 166; month of February, 1880, total deaths 
1352; Yellow Fever 484; small-pox 1; typhus fever 1; typhoid or enteric 
fever 19; scarlet fever 1; pernicious fever 76; consumption 140. Present 
estimated population of Rio de Janeiro 339,000. March total. deaths 1389 ; 
Yellow Fever 468; typhus fever 3; enteric or typhoid fever 17; pernicious 
fever 60; consumption 153; month of April, 1880, total deaths 1008; Yellow 
Fever 274; typhus fever 2; enteric or typhoid fever 15; pernicious fever 40; 
consumption 150; month of May, 1880, total deaths 914; Yellow Fever 105; 
typhoid fever 14; pernicious fever 28; consumption 148; month of June, 
1880, total deaths 812; Yellow Fever 55; typhus fever 1; typhoid fever 8; 
pernicious’ fever 24; consumption 143. 
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BARK CBX OBESTOR, 


It is important that the essential facts relating to the occurrence of Yellow 
Fever on the Swedish bark Excelsior, as well as the measures instituted by 
the Board of Health for the exclusion of this disease from the City of New 
Orleans and the Mississippi Valley, should be placed on record; not only 
as a contribution to the history of quarantine in the United States, but also 
because this occurrence has been the occasion of unjustifiable insinuations 
against, and attacks upon the Board of Health of the State of Louisiana by 
certain representatives of the National Board of Health. 

While such instances have not been rare in the history of this and other 
great American cities, it is nevertheless true that never before in the history 
of this country have such efforts been made to create alarm in surrounding 
States. ; 

The Board of Health of the State of Louisiana was assembled on Monday, 
the twelfth of July, and the occurrence of Yellow Fever on board the bark 
Excelsior, as well as the seizure of the ship by the Civil Sheriff, on the night 
of the tenth of July, and its return to the Mississippi Quarantine Station, 
by order of the President, was laid before this body, and after the considera- 
tion of all facts in the case, the action of the President was on motion of Dr. 
J. C. Beard unanimously sustained. 

On motion, the President was empowered to give all the essential 
facts to the public press. In compliance with the last resolution, the 
press were furnished with the full report of the proceedings of the Board 
of Health, and the morning papers of the thirteenth instant contained a 
statement essentially the same as that embodied in the letter of the Presi- 
dent to the Acting Governor of Louisiana. 


OFFICE BOARD OF HEALTH, New Orleans, July 13, 1880. 
Hon. S. D. McEnery, Lieutenant Governor of the State of Louisiana: 


DEAk Sik—I have ihe honor to submit to the Governor of the State of Louisiana the 
following record of my official acts as President of the Board of Health, in the case of the 
Swedish bark Excelsior. 

Ou the tenth of July, 1880,in company with Dr. F. Loeber, I visited a patient, James 
Kenney, at the Touro Iufirmary. 

The said James Kenney had been brought from the Swedish bark Excelsior, Saturday 
morning at 10 o’clock. The patient presented the sympioms of Yellow Fever.* 





*Note—On the 7th inst., (Wednesday) at 8 o’clock, p. m., complained of being sick; was visited by 
Dr. Victor C. Frogne on the &th and 9th, and on Saturday moruing 10th inst. at 104 o’clock, a m. was trans- 
ferred to the Touro Infirmary. : 

On the 10th of July, 1880, at1 p.m., Dr. F. Loeber, Member of the Board of Health of the State of 
Louisiana, informed me that there was a suspicious case of fever at the Touro Infirmary. In company with 
Dr. Loeber I repaired immediately to the Touro Infirmary and found the patient in a ward on the left side of 
of the building on the second floor—John Kinney, age 22, native of England; fair; florid complexion; light, 
brown hair, blue eyes, full developed muscular s) stem; seaman from Sweedish bark Excelsior from Rio de Janerio; 
skin hot, eyes injected, epestaxis, stupor, jaundice, capillarie of surface injected, urine loaded with albumen and 

anular casts of tubuli urinifiri, light orange colored; gums spongy. At 1:15 o'clock p. m., hemorrhage 
Foain nose. At 1:45 p.m. threw up black vomit in large quantities. Microscopical examination of urine re- 
vealed numerous cells from pelvis and urinary tubes of kidney; also numerous yellow granular casts. Mi- 
scroscopical examination of black vomit: colored blood corpuscles; mucus corpuscles and cells of torula 
(torula ceverciae.) 

Early Sunday morning I repaired tothe Touro Infirmary and found that the man had died at 11:30 
o'clock p. m., a little over twelve hours after entering the hospital. Black vomit and hemorrhage from the 
bowels had been profuse. Dr. Loeber drew off by the catheter about six’ fluid ounces of urine when the 
patient first entered, and although the catheter was introduced several times, no farther urine was excreted. 
There was therefore urinary suppression during the last twelve hours of life. I examined the corpse and found 
the features blotched and discolored, and the entire surface of the body yellowish, with deep purplish ecchy- 
moses. ‘The capillary congestion and discoloration was great in the most dependent portions of the body. 
Black vomit issued from the corners of the mouth and ran down along the face and shoulders and neck. The 
sheets were smeared with black vomit from stomach and bloody discharges of bowels. ‘These facts, as well 
as careful drawings of the urinary deposits and black vomit were submitted to the Board of Health, 
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The bark Excelsior, lying at the foot of Calliope street, Post 13, First District, was 
carefully inspected, the crew mustered on deck and ordered to remain on board. 

The bark Excelsior, Capt. J. L. Bjorkgren, sailed from London, February 17, 1880, and 
arrived at Rio de Janeiro April 13; left Rio on the tenth of May, and arrived at the Missir- 
sippi Quarantine Station June 24, having been on the voyage about fifty-six days. Her 
crew consisted of three officers and nine seamen. 

No case of sigkness occurred either at Rio or on the voyage to the Mississippi Quaran- 
tine Station. 

In accordance with orders issued by the President of the Board of Health, the Excel- 
sier was detained at the Mississippi Quarantine Station for twelve days. During this time 
the cofiee, 3600 sacks, constituting the entire cargo, the ballast being of granite rock, was 
shifted, aired and subjected to repeated fumigations with sulphurous acid gas; the ship 
was cleaned and the bilge water pumped out and replaced with a solution of copperas and. 
carbolic acid. 

Arrived at New Orleans on the fifth of Julv, commenced discharging cargo, which was 
consigned to Messrs. Johnston & Gordon, No. 138 Gravier street, and the coffee (3600 sacks) 
was deposited in the Montgomery Warehouse, on Fulion, between St. Joseph and Julia 
streets. 


The following orders were immediately issued: 


OFFICE BOARD OF HeEauTH, July 10, 1880. 
Capt. Thos. McLellan, N. O. Towboat Line: 


DeEar SrrR—You are hereby authorized and commanded to return the Swedish bark Ex- 
celsior, now lying at the foot of Calliope street, to the Mississippi River Quarantine Station 
at the earliest practicable moment. 

Respectfully, JOSEPH JONES, M. D., 
President Board of Health, State of Louisiana. 





OFFICE BOARD OF HEALTH, July 10, 1880. 
Capt. 8. L. Bjorkgren, Bark Excelsior: 


Dear Sir—In behalf of the public safety, and in obedience to the Acts of the Senate and 
House of Representatives, in General Assembly convened, establishing and regulating 
quarantine for the protection of the State against the importation of foreign pestilence, you 
are hereby commanded to return your vessel, the bark ‘ Excelsior,” to the Mississippi 
Quarantine Station. In case of the absence of the master, the officer next in command will 
execute this order. I have authorized Capt. Thos. McLellan, of the New Orleans Towboat 
Line, to execute this order. 

Respectfully, JOSEPH JONES, M. D., 
President Board of Health, State of Louisiana. 





In the absence of the captain, the second officer refused to leave the wharf on the 
ground that the vessel was not properly ballasied, and would capsize if towed into the 
stream. 

An order was then issued to the Civil Sheriff ot the parish of Orleans, commanding 
him, in the name of the State of Louisiana and of the Board of Health, to remove the bark 
Excelsior forthwith to the Quarantine Station. 


BOARD OF HEALTH, July 11, 1880. 


Joseph Holt, M. D., Sanitary Inspector, First District : 


Dear Sir—I have ordered the bark ‘‘Excelsior,” lying at the foot of Calliope street, First 
District, back to Quarantine Station. She is at this moment in the hands of the Civil 
Sheriff of the parish of Orleans. I desire that you shall at once execute the following im- 
portant offices: 

1. Assist the authorities (if necsssary), in having the vessel properly ballasted and 
speedily towed off. | 

Communicate all facts in your possession with reference to the fumigation of this 
vessel, and of the coffee in the warehouse; also full record of your inspections whilst in the 
harbor of New Orleans.* 


*NEW ORLEANS, July 6, 1880. 
Name of Vessel? Excelsior. 
Name of Captain or Master? S.L. Bjorkgren. 
Tonnage or Class of Vessel? 450. 
From whence is the vessel you command? Rio de Janerio. 
How many days have you been on the passage? Fifty-eight to New Orleans. 
At what port or ports have you touched? None 
Were any Contagious or Infectious Diseases prevailing at the port from whence your vessel sailed ? 
Yellow Fever. 
Have you any Bills of Health? Yes. 
During the course of your Cruise or Passage, what cases of disease have occurred on board? None. 
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3. Ascertain the names and address and residence of all persons who visited the vessel 
up to date, and hold them under careful observation. 

Report at once to the Board of Health any cases of disease which may in future occur 
among the people.* 


17. Have any deaths taken place on board your vessel since you left the last port? No. 

19. Are there any sick on your vessel at this time? No. 

20. Has Yellow Fever, Small Pox, Cholera or Plague ever existed on this ship? No. 

22. What is the number of Officers? Three. 

23. Whatis the number of the Crew? Nine. 

24. What is the number of Passengers? None. 

25. What is your cargo? Coffee. 

26. 'To whom is the cargo consigned? Johnston, Gordon & Co. 

27. What is the present sanitary condition of the vessel, cargo, crew and passengers? Good. / 


28. Have you a Medical officer. No. 
S. L. BJORKGREN, Master. 
H. G. F. MIKSTROM. 
Subscribed to before me, JOSEPH HOLT, M. D., Sanitary Inspector First District. 





5 tine report of discharge of cargo of Excelsior, by Joseph Holt, M. D., Sanitary Inspector, First 
istrict. 
Joseph Jones, M. D. President Board of Health: 

Str—Accompanying this, I present you a complete list of persons employed in discharging the cargo of 
the ship Excelsior, twenty in number, eighteen of whom are colored and two whites, and all of them of long resi- 
dence in this city. The warehousemen handling the cargo are colored, and also of long residence. The gentle- 
men engaged in supervising the work and as book-keepers, ete , are likewise fully acclimated. 

One hundred and thirty-one bags of this coffee which had been sent to Mobile railroad depot for shipment 
was returned to warehouse, together with eighty bags from the Mississippi warehouse which had come in con- 
tact with it. No sickness on vessels or in houses in vicinity of where the Excelsior was moored. 


Respectfully submitted, 
JOSEPH HOLT, M. D.., 
ae Sanitary Inspector, First District. 


NAMES OF PERSONS EMPLOYED IN DISCHARGING CARGO OF BARK EXCELSIOR, JULY 
7TH, 1680. 


Duncan McNeill, Stevedore, residence, 57 Orange street. 
Jno. Foley, Foreman, Robin, between Peters and Tchoupitoulas. 


Daniel Webster, colored. Chas. Crosby, colored. Silas Smith, colored. Alex. Payne, colored. 
George Butler, f D. W. Daniels, 4 Wm. Adams, ‘ Peter Robinson, cS 
Joe Harris, st Jessy Hall, st Chas. Irvine, a Abraham Shields, “ 
Alex. Harris, s Joshua Jones, ¥ A. Larceno, ‘ Dan Smith, “4 
Tom Smith, WN Frank Ray, Ky 


LIST OF NAMES OF PERSONS WHO HANDLED COFFEE IN WAREHOUSE, FROM BARK EXCEL- 
SIOR, 7TH TO 12TH OF JULY, 188, BY JOSEPH HOLT, SANITARY INSPECTOR, FIRST 


DISTRICT. 

Chas. Dittman, Proprietor. J. F. Jourdan, Clerk. H. Wight, Warehouseman. 
, LABORERS. , 

—— Charbonet, white. A. Barbe, colored. Jack Wilson, colored. Jack Leonard, colored. 
—— Torregosa, white. Ed. Vincent, colored. Ed. Boon, colored. Chas. Jefferson, colored. 
P. Seguin, white. Gab. Bernard, colored. Poland John, colored. A. Joseph, colored. 
L. Davis, colored. —— Casimere, colored. Alex Robinson, colored. Robt. Fillmore, colored. 
— Godfrey, colored. Thos. Briscoe, colored. P. Jones, colored. - Fred. Domingo, colored. 
A. Nibert, colored. H. Hunt, colored. Jack Rogers, colored. ‘John Pierre, colored.: 
T. Venerable, colored. Mose Darson, colored. Jos. Reville, colored. Chas. Wright, colored. 
—— Palmer, colored. Jos. Auguste, colored. Wim. Walker, colored. —— Hardie, colored. 
Pierre Regis, colored. Baptiste Dalbi, colored. Louis Emile, colored. Clem. James, colored. 
Chas. James, colored. Joe Valdez, colored. Joe Williams, colored. 





NAMES OF PERSONS EMPLOYED IN HANDLING COFFEE (EX. BARK EXCELSIOR) IN MONT 
GOMERY WAREHOUSE AFTER ITS FUMIGATION, JULY 8ru TO 121TH, 1880. 














Mr. Chas. Dittman, Proprietor. Mr. J. F. Jourdan, Clerk. Mr. H. Wight, Warehouseman. 
LABORERS. 

*Paul Seguin, white. Dick Miller, white. Mark Thompson, colored. —— Nicholas, colored. 
Goldsmith, white. —— Heins, white. Joe Baptiste, colored. Joe Cherre colored. 
Louis Landry, white. —— Ibos, white. *Wm. Walker, colored. *Pierre Regisse, colored. 

Paul Jordan, white. Saucier, white. *____ Palmer, colored. *Joe Willams, colored. 

George Schumberg, white. *Fred. Domingo, colored. * Hardie, colored. *Joe Valdez, colored. 
H. Schumberg, white. *A . Nibert, colored. Jobn Edwards, colored. *—— Gabi. colored. 

O. Schumberg, white. » *T. Venerable, colored. *Louis Davis, colored. *Chas. Wright, colored. 
“ Charbonet white. *Jack Rogers, colored. *__ Godfrey, colored. *Alf. Barbe, colored. 
A. Giraud, white. *Chas. James, colored. Dan McCray, colored. *Hdw. Vincent, colored. 
Joe Prudhomme, white. Hegano, colored. Chas. Day, colored. 





N. B.—Those marked * were also employed before the fumigation of the coffee took place. 





RECORD RAILROAD INSPECTION FOR F ULY 12, 1880, BY J. M. WATKINS, M. D., INSPECTOR. 
NEW ORLEANS, July 13, 1880. 


To Dr. Joseph Jones, President Board of Health: t ; : 
Dear Sir—Since my last report I have inspected freight and waybills of Trains Nos. 10 and 12, at the 
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4. The public safety demands that the warehouse in which the coffee has been stored 
shall be immediately and sufficiently fumigated with sulphurous acid gas. I am aware of 
the fact that you have already fumigated the cargo of the “ Excelsior.” both in the vessel 
and in the warehouse, but it is necessary that the process should be repeated. These 
measure are directed by the fact that one of the crew died at the Touro Infirmary with the 


eymptoms of Yellow Fever.” Respectfully, 
JOSEPH JONES, M. D., 


President Board of Health. 


These measures were fully executed, and the Civil Sheriff returned the bark ‘“Excel- 
sior” to the Mississippi Quarantine Station on the morning of th- 11th inst. 

Under the direction of Dr. Loeber, surgeon in charge of the Touro Infirmary, all the 
necessary measures of fumigation and disinfection have been executed. 





BOARD,OF HEALTH, July 12, 1880. 
Messrs. Johnston, Gordon & Co., 138 Gravier street. 
Gentlemen—The Board of Health regard it to be inexpedient to ship any of the cargo 
of the Bark “ Excelsior” until such time as shall be indicated.t 
Respectfully, JOSEPH JONES, M. D., 
President Board hs Health, State of. Louisiana. 





The representative of the National Board of Health in New Orleanst was also notified 
on the 10th inst. of the existence of a case of Yellow Fever at the Touro Infirmary. 

It is worthy of note that neither at Rio nor at the Quarantine Station during a period 
of fifty-eight days, did any sickness occur on board the ‘“ Excelsior,’ and the case of the 
seaman, James Kenney, was not developed until the vessel had been not exceeding sixty 


hours at her whart at New Orleans. 
The Swedish Consul has notified me that he will protest officially against the action of 
the President of the Board of Health, and lay the whole matter before his Government. I 


depot of the New Orleans, Mobile and Texas Railroad. The following shipments of coffee were refused a 
certificate, and in consequence the railroad authorities declined taking ib: 

E. P. Cottraux to M. Forcheimer & Co., at Mobile, 131 bags. 

K. P. Cottraux to M. Forcheimer & Co.. at Mobile, 90 bags. 

H. T. Cottam to Greenwood, Shubuta, at Miss., 10 bags. 

Zuburbeir & Behan, to Green & Co., at Black water, Fla., 8 bags. 

Pohiman to L. M. Davis, at Pensacola, Fla., 3 bags. 

Pohlman to J. Olinger, at Milton, Fla., 5 bags. 

Bailey to A. E. B. W., at Biloxi, Miss, 1 bag. 

The shipment by E. P. Cottraux included 100 bags of the cargo of the Excelsior from Rio, and itisnow 
in car No. 246 at the depot of the New Orleans, Mobile ‘and Texas Railroad. 

The following shipment was allowed to go through on a guarantee by the shipper that it had been in 
store six months and received from Mexico. 

Smith Bros. & Co., to Johnson, Fewman & Co., at Louisville, Ky., 50 bales. 

Smith Bros. & Co., to Pearson, Roberts & Co., Lexington, Ky., 25 bales. 

Respectfully, J. M. WATKINS, M. D., Inspector. 





*It having been rumored, and also asserted by an agent of the National Board of Health, that two men 
had deserted from the bark Excelsior. I made i inquiry of the Royal Vice Consul of Sweden and Norway, and 
of the agents of the ship, and also directed the police of New Orleans to investigate and arrest the men, and in 
addition commissioned Dr. Holt to make a thorough investigation. I found ‘the statement to be false. No 
seamen deserted from the bark Excelsior. 

The following isthe special report of Dr. Joseph Holt, Sanitary Inspector, First District: 

|Special report on two men, said to have deserted from the bark Excelsior, by Joseph Holt, M D., Sani. 
tary Inspector, First District. ] 

Joseph Jones, M. D., President Board of Health: 

Sir:—A fter diligent i inquiry in all of the known sailor boarding-houses, it is impossible to discover the 
whereabouts of the two sailors said to have left the Excelsior while in this port. 

If it were possible to furnish their names and nationality it would be of eae in prosecuting the 
search. Respectfully submitted, JOSEPH HOLT, M. D., 

Sanitary Inspector, First District. 

The Royal Vice Consul of Sweden and Denmark affirmed that no men had deserted from the bark Ex 
celsior, and stated that such an évert was impossible without the knowledge of the Royal Vice Consul. 

+ Previous to the issuance of this order, about 600 bags of coffee had been shipped from the cargo of the 
Excelsior to several points, and a portion of this to Houston Texas. 

tOF FICE BOARD OF HEALTH, STATE-HOUSE. STATE OF LOUISIANA, } 
New Orleans, July 10, 1880. 


S. M. Bemis, M. D., Member National Board of Health, New Orleans, Louisiana: 


Sir—Case presenting symptoms of Yellow lever, carried this day from bark Excelsior to Touro In” 


firmary. 
L have ordered bark Excelsior back to Mississippi Quarantine Station, and have take all necessary pre- 


cautions. 
Will furnish any further informntion desired. Respectfully, 
JOSEPH JONES, M. D., 


President Board of Health, State of Louisiana. 
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have advised him to take time and consider, and to consult me fully in any steps which he 
may take, as it may be possible, by friendly advice, to prevent any litigation, especially as 
in the capacity of Executive Officer of the Board of Health, my action was dictated solely 
with regard to the public safety and welfare. 
With great respect, I have the honor to be your obedient servant, 
JOSEPH JONES, M.D, 
President Board of Health, State of Louisiana. 





The following is the reply of his Excellency, 8. D. McEnery, Acting Gov- 
ermor : 
STATE OF LOUISIANA, EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, ; 

New Orleans, July 14, 1880. 
Dr. Joseph Jones, President Louisiana Board of Health: 


Srr—I have received and read with pleasure, your reply of the action of the Board of 
Health, in the matter of the Swedish bark “Excelsior.” 
; That action has my approval in every particular, as ‘entirely necessary and strictly 
egal. 

I especially approve the return of the ‘‘Excelsior” to the Quarantine Station, as a meas- 
ure of necessary precaution wholly in acoordance with law. 

I have the honor to be your obedient servant, 

S. D. McENERY, Acting Governor. 





[Telegram. ] 
NEW ORLEANS, July 10, 1880—Dr. Wilkinson, Mississippi Quarantine Station: I have ordered the bark 
Excelsior back to Quarantine Station. Retain her until further orders. 
(Signed) JOSEPH JONES, M. D. 





July 13, 1880—Dr. Wilkinson, Mississippi Quarantine Station: Telegraph condition of crew bark Excel- 
sior. ender the sick all possible assistance. 
—_—— (Signed) JOSEPH JONES. M, D. 


Telegrams and also written instructions were dispatched by the President 
of the Board of Health of the State of Louisiana to the Resident and Assist- 
ant Resident Physicians at the Mississippi Quarantine Station, giving the 
facts relating to the occurrence of a case of fever and the return of the ves- 
sel to Quarantine; and stringent orders were issued to keep the vessel and 
crew in close quarantine, separated from all other vessels, allowing no com- 
munication with the shore on either side, or with the city of New Orleans, or 
with the settlements at the Jetties and Pilot Town. 


[Telegram.] 

MISSISSIPPI QUARANTINE STATION, July 11, 1880.—To Joseph Jones, M. D., President Board of 
Health: This is to certify that Capt. Boyle, Deputy Sheriff, brought to anchor Swedish bark Excelsior at Miss- 
issippi River Quarantine Station on July 11, at 10 o'clock P. M. C: P. WILKINSON, 

Assistant Resident Physician. 





[Extract from letters of instructions to Resident Quarantine Physician. } 


The accident to the Resident Quarantine Physician, and the unfortunate cecurrence of 
Yellow Fever upon the bark Excelsior necessitating her immediate return to Quarantine; 
has necessarily thrown much additional labor upon the Assistant Quarantine Physician, 
employ acclimated nurses for the sick; supplies, including brandy, coffee, tea, sugar and 
flour, have been shipped for the use of the sick in hospital. 

Accurate and full information is required by the Board of Health concerning the follow- 
ing matters: 

(a). Detail accurately the process of disinfection and fumigation to which the bark 
Excelsior was subjected during the detention of twelve days at Quarantine. State the 
mode of shifting and ventilating cargo, and the amount of sulphur used in each fumigation. 
Give an accurate transcript of the Quarantine Record relating to this vessel. State the 
condition of the bilge water, the hold, keelson, forecastle, cabin bunks, etc , and all facts re- 
lating to the cleansing of the vessel. 

(b). Give an accurate account of the vessel after her arrival at Quarantine, with full 
_history of crew. 

(c). Give an accurate outline of each case treated in hospital, inclading name, age, na- 
tivity. general condition, temperature, pulse, respiration, treatment and result. 

(d). Anchor the Excelsior in an isolated situation, at least 1000 yards from other ves- 
sels, and allow no communication betwern this and other vessels, or with the city or the 
settlements along the Mississippi River. 

(e). In the event of the arrival of another ship from Rio, telegraph the facts at once 
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to the President of the Board of Health, and await orders as to disposition of ship and 
cargo. 

(f). The Board of Health of the State of Louisiana demand that every law of the 
State now in force relating to the protection of the State from the introduction of foreign © 
pestilence, shall be rigidly executed ; and that under no circumstances shall the Quarautine 
Physician or his assistant assume any authority as to the modification of the execution of 
said laws. is 

# * * * * * 

(g). Isolate all ships, by as great a space at the Quarantine Station, as may be prac- 
ticable. 

(hk). The bark Excelsior should be again subjected to repeated and thorough fumiga- 
tions and cleansings. The bilge water should be replaced several times with copperas and 
carbolic acid solution. The decks, hold and all woodwork should be thoroughly scrubbed 
and washed with carbolic or copperas solution, indicated in the rules and regulations of this 
Board of Health. 

*% ® * *% * * 
JOSEPH JONES, M. D., 
President Board of Health, State of Louisiana. 





The following protests were received from the Royal Vice Consulate of 
Sweden and Norway: 


ROYAL VICE-CONSULATE OF SWEDEN AND NORWAY, 
New Orleans, July 15, 1880. 


To the Hon. Joseph Jones, M. D., President Board of Health, City of New Orleans: 


Sir—I have the honor to hand you herewith enclosed the protest of the Captain of the Sweedish bark 
Excelsior against the action of your honorable Board of returning the vessel to Qurantine Station. 
® From the evening papers I learn that Acting Mayor Isaacson has suggested to you to remove the Excel- 
siot to Ship Island, or some other isolated place. Ido not believe that you or your honorable Board will en- 
tertain any such suggestion, but nevertheless I, George Gerdes, Vice-Cousul of Sweden and Norway, here- 
with do most solemnly protest against removing the Swedish bark Excelsior from Quarantine Station to any 
other place than back to this city. r 
have the honor to sign myself your most obedient servant, 
GEORGE GERDES, Royal Vice-Consul of Sweden and Norway. 


STATE OF LOUISIANA, Port of New Orleans, July 13, 1880. 
To the Honorable Joseph Jones Esq., M. D., President Board of Health, and members thereof: 


Gentlemen.—Your orders for the removal of my vessel, the Swedish Bark ‘‘ Excelsior” from her wharf at 
the foot of Calliope street, and returning her to the Quarantine station having been executed, I now respectt 
fully submit this, my solemn protest against said action of your honorable Board; and urgently request a 
reconsideration of your action in the premises on the following grounds set forth by me, all of which are sub- 
mitted with truth to your honorable Board, and relief asked for at your earliest convenience, to-wit: 

ist. That no cause for such removal existed or at this moment exists, for the detention of said Bark 
‘Excelsior,’ on account of any violation of law or custom, whereby maritime Nations are allowed the right or 
freedom of your port, having submitted myself, crew and vessel, to all and every restriction required necessary 
and assisted thereto, with all meaus at my command, to entitle me to those rights in the premises which when 
once granted, are by all nations considered inviolable’ 

2nd. That any case of sickness that have occurred on board of my vessel the ‘‘ Excelsior,’’ since her 
arrival at this port, or what may hereafter occur, are traceable only to local causes met with and encountered 
in this city and port, and the consequences thereof can not be attributable to any cause or causes previously 
taken place on board of said vessel as the entire facts relating to my present voyage, and hereafter explained, 
will set forth, viz: : 

That myself and crew arrived in this port in a perfect state of health. having performed a long and 
tedious voyage of one hundred and forty days since leaving London on the 17th of February last, after fifty- 
seven days passage to Rio de Janerio remaining in that port twenty-six days. and was forty-six days at sea, 
before reaching your quarantine station, where we remained twelve days, enduring the trying ordeal of fumi- 

ation, and during all this time not one of my crew had been sick or in any way ailing. After remaining two 
a s at the whart of Calliope street, where my crew had full liberty for the first time since leaving London, to 
indulge themselves in Fruit, Liquors, and a total change of diet, two ofmy crew were taken sick, and I employed 
a regular city physician to attend them, and one of them immediately recovered under his treatment, while the 
other grew worse, was sent tothe Touro Infirmary where hedied; gf what disease I do not know; but most 
solemnly believe was caused by above mentioned change and indulgences, no doubt aggravated by the exces- 
sive heat in the day and cool nights, bringing on inflammation and sickness, which terminated fatally in the 
case of John McKenna. 

That my vessel has been kept in a perfect state of cleanliness during said voyage, and was particularl 
so upon her arrival at this port, which fact you can ascertain from your Inspector, and by whose testimony 
rest this matter. 

That myself, crew, vessel and cargo, having once performed the rigorous quarantine, established accor- 
-ding to the theories of your National and Local Board of Health, and when practiced by your authorities, 
guaranteed to the world to be sufficient safeguard against all infectious diseases, and having during twelve days 
endured said rigorous measures, during which time all my crew remained in their former good state of health 
and that only after your authorities were convinced of the safety of my vessel and crew passing through this 
ordeal, was a release granted, which according to maritime rules, should be sufficient safeguard to entitle 
myself, crew and vessel from further detention, and grant me the same privileges enjoyed by other maritime 
nations visiting your port. 

That resting my convictions on the facts of above mentioned principle, € have chartered my vessel to per- 
form another voyage from this port, to a port in France, binding myself by a contract, which will be violated 
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Should you much longer detain my vessel; and myself and vessel, and all parties interested therein be 
damaged. 

Sraviee thus presented all the points as they truly are, I respectfully request your reconsideration of the 
vessels removal and that you will order her release at first practical opportunity, so that I may be able to fulfil 
my obligations into which my vessel is legally bound, but now entirely prevented by your actions in the 
premises. ’ 

Hoping your favorable reply, I remain yours truly. 

S. L. BJOURKGREN, Master Swedish Bark ‘‘ Excelsior.’’ 





OFFICE BOARD OF HEALTH, STATE-HousE, STATE OF LOUISIANA. 
New Orleans, July 19, 1880. 


Hon. George Gerdes, Royal Vice-Consul of Sweden and Norway : 

Sir—Your communication of the 15th inst. was duly laid before the Board of Health. 

The bark Excelsior will not be removed from the Mississippi Quarantine Station. 

By telegram received from Quarantine § ation, yesterday, two deaths had occurred 
among the three men in Hospital. The other two of the crew are reported as doing well. 
Shall be pleased to have a personal interview with the Royal V:ce-Consul of Sweden. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, JOSEPH JONE:, M. D., 
President Board of Health, State of Louisiana. 





The following is an extract from the report of the Assistant Quarantine 
Physician, Dr. C. P. Wilkinson, with reference to bark Excelsior, in reply to 
inquiries of President Board of Nealth: 

MISSISSIPPI RIVER QUARANTINE STATION, July 21, 1880. 
To Dr. Joseph Jones, President Board of Health, New Orleans, La. : ’ 

Dear Sir—The Swedish bark Excelsior arrived at this station on June 25, 1880, from Rio, forty-five days 
out, loaded with 3600 bags of coffee and some few tons of rock ballast, twelve men all told, being on board. 
Had never had any sickness on board since leaving London, in the month of February, and had never had, to 
the knowledge of the present captain. ; 

The vessel was capable of carrying about twelve thousand bags of coffee, and consequently had only 
about one-third of cargo. z 

On June 26 the vessel was fumigated, hold, cabin and forecastle—say twenty pounds of sulphur burnes 
in iron pots in hold, ten pounds in cabin and ten pounds in forecastle- 

June 27 being Sunday, the bark was not disturbed, as the men on board the bark were not disposed to 
shift cargo. 

The bilge pumps of the vessel were worked by the crew of the vessel, and foul bilge water was dis- 
charged. Carbolicacid and copperas were put into the pumps every day, and the bilge water was made clean 
and smelled only of carbolic acid. Cargo was shifted sack by sack from amidships, both forward and aft. 
Under my personal supervision, acting under Dr. Finney, two fumigations were given to the bark. During my 
absence two more fumigations were given, making in all four. ¢ * 

Since the return of the bark Excelsior I have, in my opinion, thoroughly disinfected the bark with one 
continuous fumigation. burning not less than one hundred pounds of sulphur in her various compartments. 

One man on board was removed to Hospital at 6 a. m., July 12. 

The second at 7:30 a. m.; July 13. 

The third at 7p. m., July 14. 

The two last died, respectively, at 2a. m., 17thinst., and 3 a. m., 18th inst. 

**There are present on board the said bark seven men, which fills her complement—so none have deserted; 
the rumor, therefore, is false. x zs a * * 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, } C. P. WILKINSON, 
Assistant Resident Physician. 





At the regular meeting of the Board of Health, on the 15th of July, 1880, 
a committee of three consisting of Dr. J. C. Beard, Dr. J. P. Davidson and Dr. 
F. Loeber, were appointed to Visit the Mississippi Quarantine Station and to 
investigate matters relating to its conduct, and more especially all facts re- 
lating to the Bark Excelsior. 

Acting Governor of the State, Hon. 8. D. McKnery, was invited to accom- 
pany the committee. 

Dr. Rutherford, Health Officer of Texas, who on the solicitation of the mem- 
ber of the National Board of Health residing in New Orleans, had been sent by 
the Governor of Texas to investigate the sanitary condition of New Orleans, and 
the case of the Hxceisior, was also invited to accompany the members of the 
Board of Health. 

The following is the report of the committee: 

OFFICE BOARD OF HEALTH, STATE-HOUSE, STATE OF LOUISIANA, 
New Orleans, July 22, 1880. ; 
To the Board of Health, State of Louisiana: 


Sirs—We, the undersigned committee, appointed by your honorable body to inspect and 
investigate the workings of the Mississippi Quarantine Station, would most respectfully 
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report that they proceeded to the above-named station on W.dnesday, July 12, 1880, accom- 
panied by Gov. S. D. McEnery, Dr. R. Rutherford, of Houston, Texas, Drs. E. T. Shepard 
and F. Formento, and gentlemen of the press. We investigated as regards all vessels that 
have been at Quarantine Station during our administration, but more especially as regards 
the Swedish bark Excelsior, and elicited the following testimony : : 


TESIIMONY REGARDING BARK EXCELSIOR. 


C. Henry Merrit, Assistant Boarding Officer, U. S. Warehouse—Boarded Excelsior and unsealed her 
hatches on the day of her arrival, June 25, 1880, and sealed them on her departure, July 5, 1880; knows she was 
fumigated; no one sick on bvard to his knowledge; while at Quarantine boarded Excelsior several times and 
each time smelled sulphur burning very strongly ; this vessel appeared cleaner than the average vessel. 

R. H. Taylor, U. S. Warehouse Boatman—Boarded Excelsior on morning of July 5, 1880, to assist in 
Mee aeaetey ; Smelled sulphur burning; no one on board sick to his knowledge. 

. T Wilkstrom, Mate of bark Excelsior—Arrived at Quarantine June 25, 1880; left July 5, 1880; no 
one sick at Rio; no one sick at sea; crew all went ashore at Rio twice; crew comprised twelve men, captain, 
two mates, nine seamen; crew went below decks seven or eight times while at sea; Excelsior was twenty-nine 
days at Rio; was at sea fifty-six days; whole crew assisted in shifting cargo at Quarantine; crew obliged to 
sleep on deck while at Quarantine on account of sulphur fumes; Excelsior was fumigated four times at Quar- 
antine ; bilge water pumped out and renewed; very foul at first, less so afterwards; no one was sick while at 
at rebar June 25 to July 5, 1880; present crew consists of seven men, all well, and one man in hospital con- 
valescing. 

James Daly, Cockswain Quarantine Boat—Boarded Excelsior; assisted in fumigating her; used each 
time five pots, each containing at each fumigation from fifteen to twenty pounds of sulphur; no one sick on 
board vessel; was fumigated twice to his knowledge ; left for city before the completion of fumigation. 

Henry Car., Boatman Quarantine Station—Boarded Excelsior; assisted four times in fumigating her; 
used five pots; amount of sulphar used each time in each pot about fifteen to twenty pounds. 

Frank Richmond; Boatman Quarantine Station—Boarded Excelsior; assisted in her fumigation four 
times ; cargo was shifted; bilge water was pumped out and replaced by solution of copperas and carbolic 
acid; used five pots in fumigation, each pot contained each time fifteen to twenty pounds of sulphur; positive 
that Whole vessel was saturated with fumes of sulphur; crew all well while at Quarantine; no one except 
crew allowed on vessel while at Quarantine ; no intercourse allowed between vessels lying at Quarantine. 

Joseph Swan, Boatman Quarantine Station—Assisted four times in the fumigation of Excelsior; used 
each time five pots, each containing fifteen to twenty ppunds of sulphur; no one sick on board; bilge water 
pumped out and replaced by solution of copperas and carbolic acid. 

Dr. J. F. Finney, Resident Physician, Quarantine Station—Excelsior’s condition was about the average for 
sailing vessels in point of cleanliness; no sickness on board while at Quarantine; fumigated vessel repeat- 
edly used at each fumigation sixty to seventy pounds of sulphur; bilge water pumped out and replaced by 
solution of copperas and carbolic acid, (this is done to all vessels); all vessels are inspected and cleaned thoroughly 
even though they may not come from an infected port. 

Dr. Wilkinson, Assistant Quarantine Physician—Corroborates Dr. Finney’s statement, and adds that the 
bilge water was pumped out and renewed several times and replaced by solution copperas and carbolic acid; 
the Excelsior was fumigated to his certain knowledge four times; crew all well while at Quarantine; one of 
the crew is now in the hospital convalescing ; no one else sick; there is no sickness in the neighborhood of 
Quarantine Station, either on this or the other side of the river; no communication is allowed between vessels 
while at Quarantine, the cargo of Excelsior was shifted from one part of the hold to the other and thoroughly 
fumigated ; the hold of the vessel was ventilated as well as fumigated; the crew of the Quarantine boat are 
all acclimated persons. 

The Committee most respectfully request farther time for the completion of the report 
ou the Buildings, etc,, at the Mississippi Quarantine Station. J. C. BEARD, 
W. DAVIDSON. 
F. LOEBEB. 


ee 


The Board of Health retained the Excelsior at the Quarantine Station for 
over one month after the removal of the last case from the vessel on the four- 
teenth of July. 

The man removed on the twelfth to Quarantine Hospital, and who re- 
covered, was released on the twenty-fifth from the hospital as entirely con- 
valescent. 

The President of the Board of Health advocated the release of the vessel 
one month after the removal of the last case to the hospital, on condition 
that she be retained at some point below the city, on the opposite side of the 
River, there receiving her cargo. It was held that it was not advisable for 
the vessel to come up into the harbor among the shipping. 

The opinion of the Resident Quarantine Physician was also to the same 
effect, as will be seen from the following letter: 


MISSISSIPPE QUARANTINE, August 4, 1880. 


Dr. Joseph Jones, President of Board of Health, New Orleans, La. : 
Sir—Knowing of considerable discussion arising as to the detention of the Swedish bark Excelsior at 
this station, I beg leave to state: 
That it Tene been abundantly proved that the vessel and cargo were thoroughly fumigated at this 
station, and the Yellow Fever contracted by members of the crew was contracted whilst the crew were en- 
aged in the then unfumigated portion of the cargo, which they were shifting preparatory to fumigation; and, 
that the first case of Yellow Fever occurring on said bark in New Orleans, appeared on eighth day of July, 
without further spread of the disease. 
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That the second, third and fourth cases appeared at this station respectively, the eleventh, thirteenth 
and fourteenth of the same month. That the two last died respectively on the seventeenth and eighteenth 
of same month, all their effects brought on shore, consisting of a shirt, pair of pants, shoes, socks and a quilt, 
were buried with them. That the first case occurring here has recovered and is now on board the bark, bein 
returned there 31st of July, having first thoroughly washed himself, a clean suit of clothes given him, ent 
those with which he came on shore having been thoroughly boiled and washed. That the vessel has again 
been subjected to a thorough disinfection with sulphurous acid. gas, copperas and carbolic acid. That no fur- 
ther cases of illness or disease at any time having occurred on board since the vessel has been at this station, I 
suggest that after another fumigation, and should no further cases of illness oceur on board within thirty days 
after the last, that the vessel be allowed to proceed to New Orleans, and to satisfy public uneasiness, be made 
to anchor in mid stream ; 1eceive her supplies and cargo there, and be allowed to proceed to sea. 

In my opinion. the best manner of proceeding in reference to the repairs necessary at this station, would 
be to request one ot the State Board of Engineers to proceed to this station, make athorough examination and 
report plans and specifications upon the same; upon which report the Board of Health could advertise for 
sealed proposals for the work. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 





JAS. F. FINNEY, Resident Physician. 


| Telegram. ] 


' NEW ORLEANS, August 16, 1880.—Dr. Finney, Mississippi Quarantine: Board directs release of Excel- 
sior thirty days from transferring last case of fever to hospital, July 14. ‘ 
Fumigate ship, clothing, etc. Sprinkle hallast with fifty gallons copperas and carbolic acid solution. 
JOSEPH JONES, M.D, 
President Board of Health. State of Louisiana. 


The Bark Excelsior was released from quarantine on the eighteenth of 
August, and was allowed to come up to Wood’s Powder Wharf, on the opposite 
side of the Mississippi River, below Algiers, across from the United States 
Barracks. 

The President of the Board of Health placed the vessel in the charge of 
Dr. Mioton, Sanitary Inspector of Fifth District. A policeman was detailed 
to remain on board to prevent communication with shore or city. The ves- 
sel was sealed by acclimated carpenters, and loaded with grain, the floating 
grain elevator being towed down. 

Every effort was made to protect the State of Louisiana and Valley of 
Mississippi from the introduction of Yellow Fever from this vessel; and the 
effort of the Board of Health was crowned with success, as no case of Yellow 
Fever was propogated from the bark Excelsior. 

The following is the report of the Sanitary Inspector of the Fifth District, 
in whose charge the Excelsior was placed : 


OFFICE BOARD OF HEALTH, STATE-HOUSE, STATE OF teas Meee baees 


New Orleans, November 15, 1880. 
Joseph Jones, M. D., President Board of Health: 


Sir—I most respectfnlly furnish you with the following informations concerning the Swedish bark Excel- 
sior, Capt. Bjorkgren, and its sojourn at Wallace Wood’s Powder Wharf, at Tunisburg,-Fifth District: 

The Excelsior on its return trom Quarantine Station landed at the above named place, on the sixteenth 
day of August. 1880, at about half-past 2 o’clock p.m. Having been informed of her arrival I immediately 
took charge of the vessel, placed one of my officers, Mr. James Norvell, on board, strictly forbidding any per— 
son to come on board without a wriiten permit trom the President of the Board of Health; and also not to allow 
any of the inmates of said bark to go onland. These instructions were strictly carried out, and none but those 
employed in loading the bark were admitted, not before, however, having been carefully examined by me as to 
whether they were fully acclimated or not. The Excelsior remained twenty-nine days at the Powder Wharf, 
and left for Bayonne, Hrance, on the thirteenth day of September, 1880, loaded with grain. 

I visited the bark twice, daiiy, morning and evening, as I was instructed to do, my officer remaining on 
board from 53 o’clock a. m. to 80’clock p. m. Two cases of dengue occurred on board during her stay in port, 
which I reported personally to the President of the Board of Health. Quinine and a light purgitive were ad- 
ministered, the fever readily subsided, and patients got well. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. Your most obedient servant, 
HUG. J. MIOTON, M. D., Sanitary Inspector, Fifth District. 


OFFICE BOARD OF HEALTH, STATE-HOUSE, STATE OF LOUISIANA. 
New Orleans, November 15, 1880. : 
Carpenter’s force on board of Excelsior: 
George Anderson, fifty-seven years in city, 505 Craps street. 
Chas. Boutiller, twenty years in city, 51 Kerlerec street. £ 
N. Rigamier, lite in city, Dorgenois, near St. Bernard street. 
Aug. Sandrock, lite in city, 51 Kerlerec street. 
tAY, Sbonifort, life in city 166 St. Anthony street. 
H. D. Gross, twenty-eight years in city. 29 Spain street. 
W. Lowe, thirty-five years in city, 517 Dauphine street. 
E. 8. Taylor, lite in city, 167 Constance street. 
C. Anderson, four-and-a-balf years in city 293 Old Levee street. 
F. Fisher, fifteen years in city, Seventh street, between Fulton and Tchoupitoulas. 
EUG. J. MIOTON, M. D., Sanitary Inspector, Fifth District. 
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The preeeding official records illustrate the prompt action of the Board 
of Health of the State of Louisiana, in the cases of the Vanguard and Excel- 
sior, and the efforts to cleanse and disinfect vessels from Rio de Janerio, and. 
other infected ports, regardless of the time necessary to accomplish these 
results. The resident member of the National Beard of Health, under the 
guise of an editorial letter, headed “a card of explanation to my professional 
friends,” published almost simultaueously in the New Orleans Medical and 
Surgical Journal* and New Orleans Democrat, uses the following language: 

‘¢ There are three heresies regarding quarantine, which are each he'd to a. 
limi‘ed extent in this city; 1st. Persons who have had Yellow Fever will 
not have it again, don’t fear it, and have very little patience with those who 
do; 2nd. It originates de novo here and elsewhere, consequently quarantines 
are futile and should be abolished ; 3rd. Quarantines obstruct trade and it 
is right to ke+p them off, ifeven by the concealment or misrepresentation of 
facts. The President of the State Boird, expresse? himself very decidedly in 
favor of the indigenous origin of the first Excelsior case. Certainly his con- 
duct would indicate that the third mentioned heresy has had its influence over 
him. While I shall not accuse the daily papers of this city with having 
adopted either one of these heresies, in all probability they were persuaded 
that it was their duty to advocate any policy which governed the conduct of 
the State Board.” 

The calumnies with reference to the ‘‘indigenous origin of the first Excel- 
sior case,” and with reference to the keeping off the quarantines by the ‘‘con- 
cealment and misrepresentation of facts,” were first published in the daily 
papers of Memphis, Tenn. without the name of the fabricator. 


* November 1880, Vol. VIII, No. 5, p. 476, edited by S. M. Bemiss, M. D., W. H. Watkins, M. D. 
and 8.8. Herrick, M. D, 
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SHIP ISLAND QUARANTINE 
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TRAL NATIONAL AUTHORITY AT WASHINGTON. 


~ INTER-STATE AND DOMESTIC QUARANTINES. 


NATIONAL BOARD OF MEALTH. | 


It is not our intention to enter into any account of the differences which 
arose between the National Board of Health and the State Board in 1879; it 
is well known, however, that the relations were not of the most amicable na- 
ture; and it was thought by many that New Orleans would form the objec- 
tive point of operations in 1880. 

The attitude of the National Board of Health to the Board of Health of 
the State of Louisiana at the opening of the year 1880 was forcibly stated 
by Surgeon, John S. Billings, M. D., of the United States Army, and Vice 
President of the National Board of Health, in his popular article on Yellow 
Fever, published in the International Review, January, 1880, pp. 29-49. 

The learned Dr. Billings thus alludes, in complimentary terms, to the mer- 
chants and physicians of New Orleans: 

“The first is the difficulty of obtaining information as to the existence of 
the earlier cases in time to prevent communication with, or from them. It is 
-to the interest of many wealthy business men to prevent the announcement 
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of the existence of such cases, as the matter now stand ; "ae the announce- 
ment of the existence of a case of fever in New Orleans or Mobile results in 
the establishment of local quarantines at once against those cities. Were 
such quarantines established only when really necessary, and on uniform and 
reasonable plan, such concealment would be far less necessary and the mo- 
tives to it would be much less powerful. 

““On the other hand, if the inland towns in more immediate commercial in- 
tercourse with New Orleans could feel that they had reliable information as 
to the disease in the latter city, they would be much less fearful and much 
more judicious in their efforts to protect themselves than they now are. The 
concealment of the few cases of the fever which occurred in Morgan City last 
August, and the resulting epidemic which could have been easily prevented 
had timely warning been given, illustrate one side of the question; while on 
the other may be placed the local quarantine against New Orleans during the 
greater part of the summer, although there was no necessity for such quaran- 
tine for more than three weeks of the time, had it been possible to obtain re- 
liable information as to the actual condition of the city. This is by no means 
generally understood, and New Orleans in particular has, prior to last sum- 
mer, pursued what we consider to be a mistaken policy in this respect. Just 
as our ports establish quarantine during the summer against all vessels com-- 
ing from West Indian ports regardless of the bills of health they may have, 
on the ground that no reliable information can be obtained as to the freedom 
of these ports from Yellow Fever, so a tendency to a similar action against 
New Orleans is being developed on the part of interior towns, and for the 
same reason. 

* * “ But no amount of assurance to this effect given by citizens, physi- 
cians or sanitarians of New Orleans will at present, nor for some time to 
come, give complete confidence to the interior towns. The policy of conceal- 
ment has been pursued so long and so uniformly, and its results have several times 
in the past proved so disastrous, that we can scarcely blame Pensacola or Galves- 
ton, Vicksburg or Memphis, for quarantining against New Orleans during the 
summer months. There is but one remedy for this; and that is, to secure the 
fullest publicity; and to do this through persons whose competence and dis- 
interestedness will not be doubted.”* 

Of course, the Vice President of the National Board of Health, having de- 
scribed the business men and physicians of New Orleans, as neither competent 
nor disinterested, and charged them with uniformly persuing the policy of 
concealment: There was no agency left for the salvation of the country from 
the dreaded epidemics of Yellow Fever, but the competent and disinter- 
ested members and agents of the National Board of Health. 

Of the competency and disinterestedness of the members and employees of 
the National Board of Health, the citizens of New Orleans, have had ample 
opportunities of judging during the past summer and autumn. 


Pepe one Review, January, 1880, Yellow Fever by J ohn S. Billings, M. D., pp. 29, 49. The italics 
are ours 


SHIP ISLAND QUARANTINE, 


ESTABLISHED BY THE NATIONAL BOARD OF HEALTH. 


The Board of Health of the State of Louisiana, was re-organized on the 
eighth of April, 1880, and on the following day, the member of the National 
Board of Health residing in New Orleans, presented certain propositions with 
reference to the Ship Island Quarantine, which are fully set forth in the fol- 
lowing correspondence: . 


OFFICE BOARD OF HEALTH, STATE OF LOUISIANA, 2. 
New Orleans, April 12, 1880. 
Hon. J. C. Egan, Attorney General, State of Louisiana: 


Sir—As President of the Board of Health of the State of Louisiana, I have the 
honor respectfully to submit to the Attorney General the following extracts from the pro- 
ceedings of the Board of Health of the State of Louisiana, on the eleventh of April, 1880, 
containing the official communication of Prof. S.M. Bemiss, M. D., member of the National 
Board of Health, relative to the establishment and regulation of the Quarantine Station on 
Ship Island: 

NATIONAL BOARD OF HEALTH, 
New Orleans, April 10th, 1880. i 
Professor Joseph Jones, President State Board of Health: 

Sir —I wish respectfully to lay before the State Board, the following points of information regarding the 
Ship Island quarantine. 

The precise rules and regulations for the government of Ship Island quarantine, will not be promulgated, 
until the meeting of the National Board of Health, on the second of May. ‘They will not vary essentially from 
the following schedule of main points. 

ist. he intentions of the Station at Ship Island, are (a) to diminish the danger of importation of infec- 
tious and epidemic diseases, by detaining and disinfecting infected vessels, at a distance sufiiciently remote from 
the coast to prevent communication of disease from those quarantined ; (b) to provide for passengers and crews 
of infected vessels good hospital accommodations and treatment for the sick, and comfortable and well isolated 
accommodations for the well. who may be detained for observation; (c) to provide suitable warehouses for stor- 
ing cargo, while vessels are being fumigated, in order that goods, elothing, etc., shall be disinfected promptly 
and thoroughly. : 

2nd. Vessels which will be required to stop at Ship Island Quarantine Station are, (a) those Which 
actually have infectious diseases among their passengers or crew; (b) those which have had such diseases on 
board during the voyage or their stay in a foreign port; (c) those which sail from ports dangerously infected 
with epidemic diseases or touch at such ports; (d) those vessels which will be required by the quarantine 
regulations of Louisiana, Mississippi or Alabama, to stop at Ship Island Station. 

3rd. Vessels uot included in the above enumerated classes, are not required to stop at Ship Island 
Quarantine. 

4th. The station at Ship Island does not supersede or in any manner interfere with any state regulations 
now in force or hereafter to be enforced. 

_ 5th. Itis not to deprive local boards of health of any revenues or pecuniary profits which would other- 
wise accrue to them. 

The Quarantine Station at Ship Island, is intended to be entirely co-operative with those sanitary organi- 
zations engaged in the same important work of protecting from pestilential diseases, and their concurrence and 
co-operation are absolute necessities to its success. Therefore, the member of the National Board of Health to 
whose supervision this work is entrusted, respectfully asks an immediate reply to the following inquiries : 

1st: Will the State Board of Health of Louisiana co-operate with the National Board, in enforcing such 
rules for the government of Ship Island Quarantine, as to not conflict with the above schedule ? 

2nd. Will the State Board of Health order vessels back to Ship Island which attempt to come to this 
port in contravention to these rules, except under any peculiar circumstances where the State Board and the 
peri bi aeoey acting for the National Board, might concur in opinion that it was safe and proper to direct 
otherwise? . 

Will the State Board order its quarantine inspectors to accept bills of health and certificates of disinfec- 
tion from the chief medical ofiicer at Ship Island, and not subject vessels provided with them to further quar- 


antine restrictions ? 
(Signed) SAMUEL M. BEMISS, M. D., Member National Board of Health. 





The President stated that Dr. Bemiss requested immediate action by the Board of 
Health of the State of Louisiana on the propositions contained in his communication, as 
the Quarantine buildings were not yet commenced at Ship Island; and that his action as a 
member of the National Board of Health would be influenced to a certain extent by the re- 
sponse given to his propositions by the Board of Health of the State of Louisiana. 
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The President had replied to the author of the above communication by suggesting 
that it would be impossible to respond immediately and categorically to those propositions 
which related to the assumption of certain powers by the Board of Health of the State of 
Louisianaover the commerce of the Mississippi Valley, as they involved questions of civil 
and commercial law. Without entering into an exhaustive analysis of the communication 
from the member of the National Board of Health, the President directed the attention of 
the Board of Health of the State of Louisi-na to the second proposition, namely, ‘‘ Will 
the State Board of Health order vessels back to Ship Island which attempt to come to this 
port in contravention to these rules, except under any peculiar circumstances where the 
State Board, and the undersigned, acting for the National Board, might concur in opinion, 
that it was safe and proper to direct otherwise.” 

The Board of Health of the State of Louisiana possesses no"powers except those con- 
ferred by the acts of the Legislature of Louisiana, and snch powers can only be exercised in 
accordance with the laws ot the State and the laws of the United States, regulating the 
foreign and domestic commerce of the entire country. The several acts establishing 
“Quarantine for the protection of the State of Louisiana,” passed by the Leygislature of 
Louisiana March 15, 1855, February 8, 1858, March 18, 1858, March 16, 1870, March 24, 1876, 
and April 20, 1877, confer no power upon the Board of Health to order vessels out of the 
waters of Louisiana to any foreign or domestic port, or to any island or quarantine station 
under the jurisdiction of the United States. 

A critical examination of the acts of Congress constituting the National Board of 
Health, approved March 3, 1879, and entitled ‘‘An Act to prevent the introduction of infee- 
tious and contagious diseases into the United States, and to establish a National Board of 
Health,” and the subsequent ‘‘Acts to prevent the introduction of contagious and infectious 
diseases into the United States,” approved June 2, 1879, confer no power either upon the 
National Board of Health or upon local Boards of Health to control foreign and domestic 
commerce to the extent of ordering ships from the ports of their destination to points be- 
yond the jurisdiction of local State Boards. As the Board of Health of the State of Louis- ~ 
jana possesses no such power, and as the National Board of Health is incomp+nt to confer 
uch power, the negative reply to the: second. proposition cannot be adduced as evidence 
that the Board of Health of the State of Louisiana is unwilling to co-operate with the 
National Board of Health in legal sanitary or quarantine measures. 

While the State of Louisiana possesses quarantine buildings on the Mississippi River 
whick have already cost more than sixty thousand dollars ($60,009), the buildings and ap- 
pliances for the Ship Island Quarantine have not yet been erected, and the efficiency or 
value of the Ship Island Quarantine has yet to be demonstrated. 

It is manifest that should the Board of Health assume absolute control of the com- 
merce of the Mississippi River from the northern confines of Louisiana to the Gulf of 
Mexico, the mere ordering of vessels back to Ship Island “which attempt to come to this 
port in contravention to their rules,” might result in driving the commerce of the Missis- 
sippi Valley to other great commercial centres as Boston, New York, Baltimore, Norfolk, 
Charleston and Savannah. 

In view of the legal questions involved in the communication of the member of the 
National Board of Health, the President of the Board of Health of the State of Louisiaua 
urged the reference of the paper to the Attorney General of the State. 

On motion of Mr. I. N. Marks, the Board empowered the President to refer the com- 
munication of the member of the National Board of Health to the Attorney General of the 
State of Louisiana, with the request that his legal opinion be furnished at the earliest 
practicable moment. 

In obedience to the preceding resolution I have the honor to place in the hands of the 
Attorney General the communication of Samuel M. Bemis, M. D., together with certain 
manuscript and printed documents relating to the Ship Island Quarantine, and the Acts of 
Congress constituting and defining the powers of the National Board of Health. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, JOSEPH JONES, M. D., 

President Board of Health, State of Louisiana. 


ATTORNEY-GENERAL’S OFFICE, STATE OF LOUISIANA. 
New Orleans, April 15, 1880. 


Joseph Jones, M. D., President of the Board of Health. 
Dear Sir—Your communication, of the 12th inst., has been received; but as the ques- 
_tions propounded are ones of greatimportance I would prefer to have until next week in 
which to give my opinion on them, as other official duties have precluded me from giving 
them the attention they deserve in time for your. meeting this evening. 
Very respectiully, J. C. EGAN, Attorney-General. 
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ATTORNEY GENERAL’S OFFICE, STATE OF LOUISIANA, ; 
. New Orleans, La., April 22, 1880. 
Dr, Joseph Jones, President Board of Health : 

Dear Sir—Your communication referring to me the letter of the National Board of. 
Health has been received. I consider that for the purposes of quarantine it would be in 
the power of your board to order ships coming to this port, back to Ship Island as a con- 
dition to their entry, if in your opinior, such a measure would tend to the better secarity 
of the State from infectious diseas+s. But as there is no absolute requirement, and as quar- 
antine is in restraint of free commerce, it is,in my opinion, within the discretion of ths 
Board to adopt such prudential measures as will protect the State trom the importation of 
disease, and which will the most lightly affect the trade of our port. 

While the law confides largely in the discretion of the Board, I think the trust reposed 
was not intended to be delegated, and no matter how high the character of the National 
Board may be, I think the law contemplates the personal service of the State Board in the 
prevention of pestilence. | am of the opinion, therefore, that bills of health and certi- 
ficates of.disinfection from the Chief Medical Officer at Ship Island should not be con- 
clusively satisfactory to the State Board of Health. It is useless for me to advise your 
Board to a spirit of the fullest and most cordial co-operation with the National Board of 
Health compatible with your view of a sound system of prevention of epidemic diseases. 

Very respectfully, J. C. EGAN, Attorney General. 
OFFICE BOARD OF HtALTH, STaTe-Houss, Stare OF LOUISIANA, 
New Orleans, April 23, 1880. 
Professor S. M. Bemis, M. D.. Member National Board of Health, New Orleans, La.: 

Sir—In reply to your communication of April 10, relating to the Ship Island Quaran- 
tine, I beg leave respectfully to submit the following : 

On the 12th inst., on motion of Mr. I. N. Marks, the Board empowered the President to 
refer the communication of the member of the National Board of Health to the Attorney 
General of the State of Lonisiana, with the request that his legal opinion be furnished at 
the earliest practical moment. 

The replv of Attorney General J. C. Egan, was received on the 22d, and laid before 
the Board of Health at its meeting on the evening of the same date, at 74 o’clock, p. m. 

Upon reading the report Mr. I. N. Marks offered the following resolutions : 

“Whereas, Dr. Bemis, of the National Board of Health, in a communication addressed 
to this Board, propounded certain interrogatories growing out of the proposed National’ 
Quarantine at’ Ship Island ; and 

“Whereas, the said communication was referred to the Attorney General of the State, 
in order to ascertain how far this Board possessed the legal power to carry out the desires 
of the National Board; and 

“Whereas, the Attorney General holds the opinion that this Board can not delegate 
its power, and must, therefore, (under the laws of the State) perform its own functions; 

“Be it therefore resolved, That the President of this Board be, and is hereby requested 
to reply to the communication of Dr. Bemiss, conveying to him in substance the opinion of 
the Attorney General.” 

-_In obedience with this resolution I herewith enclose the following copy of the letter of 
the Attorney General. Respectfally, your obedient servant, 
JOSEPH JONES, M. D., 
President Board of Health, State of Louisiana. 
NATIONAL BOARD OF HEALTH, Washington, May 10, 1880. 
Dr. Joseph Jones, President State Board of Health of Lonisiana, New Orleans, La.: 

Dear Sir—I am directed by the National Board of Health to acknowledge the receipt of your communica. 
tion of April 22, addressed to Dr.S. Bemiss, the representative of the Board in New Orleans, and transmitting 
an opinion of the Attorney-General of the State on certain questions relative to the quarantine to be estab- 
lished under the auspices ot the National Board at Ship Island, in aid of the State and municipal authorities in 
preventing the introduction of contagious and infectious diseases into the Gulf ports. 

JT am instructed tv say that this Board is much gratified and obliged by your polite note and by the tenor 
of the opinion of the Attorney-General, which hes besn read with attention and entire concurrence in its con- 
elasions. No specific practical conclusion ig announced in your communication, but this Board understands 
that whilst the State Board of Health of Louisiana, does not intend to, and does not in fact, delegate any one of 
the powers entrusted to it by law, and will mot held any bill of health or certificate of disinfection from the 
Chief Medical Officer at Ship Island ‘‘conclusively satisfactory” to the State authorities, they will nevertheless 
order infected ships cruising to the port of New Orleans back to the Quarantine Station established by the Na- 
rional Board at Ship Island as a condition to their entry into that port. 


Tam very respectfully and truly yours, 
J. L. CABELL, President National Board of Health. 
OFFICE BOARD OF HEALTH, STATE-HOUSE, STATE OF LOUISIANA, ? 
New Orleans, May 15, 1880. 4 
Prof. J. L. Cabell, M. D., L.L. D., President National Board of Health, Washington, D.C. : 
Sir—In reply to the communication of the President of the National Board of Health, 
of the tenth instant, relating to Ship Island Quarantine; the State Board of Health, at the 
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last regular meeting on the tenth instant, held that there was nothing in the official com- 
munication to the National Board of Health which warranted the assertion that “they will 
order infected ships coming to the port of New Orleans back to Quarantine Station, estab- 
lished by the National Board at Ship Island, as a condition of their entry into that port.” 


Enclosed please find copy of resolution offered by Mr. Marks on the twenty-second of 
April. : 


Tte Board of Health of the State of Louisiana cannot delegate its quarantine powers 
to any other organization, whether created by Congress or by individual States. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, JOSEPH JONES, M D., 
President Board of Health, State of Louisiana. 

The action of the Board of Health of the State of Louisiana in declining 
to order vessels from infected ports back to Ship Island, in accordance with 
the demands of the National Board of Health, excited the animosity of the 
latter body, and gave it a pretext, during the entire summer, to refuse all ap- 
-peals for aid for the repair and equipment of the Quarantine Stations of the 
State. Notwithstanding the most pressing needs of the health authorities of 
Louisiana, every appeal was meet on the part of the National Board of 
Health by pointing to the Ship Island Quarantine as an ample protection to 
the State against the introduction of foreign pestilence. On the other hand, 
when no aid was asked, and after the State Board had successfully conducted 
the quarantine and sanitary affairs of Louisiana to that period of the year 
in which it was improbable that Yellow Fever, even if it had been present, 
could make progress, the representative of the National Board of Health 
thrust his advice, and his offers of help -before the Board of Health, based 
upon the report of one of the agents and employes of the National Board 
which was at variance with all the facts in the case, and with the official 
enunciations of the Local Board. 

-The hostile attitude assumed by the National Board of Health, after the 
rejection of the Ship Island scheme, is shown by the following official corres- 
pondence of the Governor of Louisiana with the President of the United 
States and with the President of the National Board of Health: 


STATE OF LOUISIANA, EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT. 
New Orleans, May 14, 1880. 
His Excellency, R. B. Hayes, President United States of America, Washington, D. C.: 
Sir—The Chief Executive of the State of Louisiana respectfally submits, for the in- 
formation of the President of the United States, the enclosed copy of  offi- 
cial correspondence with the National Board of Health, with the view of avoiding inhar- 
monious action between this body and the legally commissioned Board of Health of the 
State of Louisiana. Respectfully, 


(Signed) LOUIS A. WILTZ. Governor State of Louisiana, 





NATIONAL BOARD OF HEALTH, Washington , D. C., May 8, 1880. 
His Excellency, Louis A. Wiltz, Governor of Louisiana, New Orleans, La. 


Sir—I am directed by the National Board of Health; to transmit to your Excellency, the enclosed pre 
amble and {resolution adopted at a meeting of the Board of Health held this afternoon, and respectfully to 
request your immediate attention to the same. 

Very Respectfully your obedient servant, 


(Signed) J. iL. CABELL, President National Board of Health. 

Whereas, the attention of the National Board of Health has been called to an official proclamation issued 
by his Excellency the Governor of Louisiana under date of May 4, 1880, declaring that all vessels arriving from 
and after the tenth of May, 1880, from the following ports, known to be infected with Yellow Fever, viz: 
Havana, Vera Cruz and Rio de Janeiro, and the officers and crews, passengers and cargoes arriving from the 
above named and infected places, or having touched or stopped at any of them, shall be subject to such deten- 
tion and quarantine as the Board of Health may direct; and 

Whereas, it may beinferred from the proclamation that vessels arriving from other West Indian, Central 
dase or South American ports than those mentioned in said proclamation are not to be subject to quaran- 
tine; an 

Whereas, if the proclamatian be thus interpreted and the quarantine at New Orleans enforced according- 
ly, it is the opinion of the National Board of Health that there will be great danger of the introduction of Yel- 
low Fever into the United States; and 

Whereas, Under the provisions of sections 3 of the Act, approved June 28, 1879, entitled an ‘‘ Act to pre- 
vent the introduction of Contagious and Infectious diseases into the United States,” it is made the duty of the 
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National Board of Health to co-operate with and so far as it lawfully may aid State and Municipal boards of 
health, in the execution and enforcement of the rules and regulations of such boards, to prevent the introduction 
of contagious and infectious diseases into the United States, from foreign countries * * * and atsuch ports and 
places within'the United States, where quarantine regulations may exist under the authority of the State, which in 
the opinion of the National Board of Health, are not sufficient to prevent the introduction of such diseases into 
the United States, or into one State from another, the National Board of Health shall report the facts to the 
’ President of the United States, who shall, if in his judgment, it is necessary and proper, order said Board of 
Health to make such additional rules and regulations as are necessary to prevent the introduction of such dis- 
eases into the United States from foreign countries, * * * which when so made and approved by the Presi- 
dent shall be promulgated by the National Board of Health, and enforced by the sanitary authorities of the 
states. * * * Therefore, 

Resolved, That the President be directed to communicate at once with the Governor of Louisiana, in- 
viting his attention to the preliminary report of the Havana Yellow Fever Commission as to the annual preva- 
lence of Yellow Fever in all Cuban ports, and requesting that he will at once inform the Board as to the 
precise sense in which this proclamation is to be interpreted as regards vessels coming from the Cuban ports 
ie than Havana, or the Central American and South American ports other than Vera Cruz and Rio de 
Janeiro. , 





SraTE or LovuIsIaANaA, EXEC®1IvE DEPARTMENT, 
New Orleans, May 13, 1880. 
J. L. Cabeil, President National Board of Health, Washington, D. C.: 


Sir—The Governor of the State of Louisiana directs the attention of the National 
Board of Health to the following information relating to his proclamation of the 4th inst.: 

1. The proclamation of the Governor of Louisiana has been issued in accordance with 
sections seven and thirteen of ‘“‘An Act to establish Quarantine for the protection of the 
State, approved March 13, 1855.” 
2, In accordance with the aforesaid ‘‘Act” the Board of Health will notify the Gover- 
nor from time to time of the existence of Yellow Fever, or other contagious diseases, in 
such localities as may become infected, and the proclamation will be extended so as to 
embrace such localities. 

3. Arigid system of inspection, disinfection and quarantine is perpetually maintained 
at the Mississippi Quarantine Station throughout the entire year, and at the other Stations 
from the first of May to the first of November. Such quarantine regulations are indepen- 
dent of the official proclamations. Every vessel from an infected port, and every vessel 
with a foul bill of health, or with sickness on board, has been and will be subjected to a 
rigid system of inspection, disinfection and quarantine. 

4. The length of quarantine is fixed by the several Acts of the Legislature, approved 
respectively, March 15, 1855, March 18, 1858, and March 24, 1876. 

5. It should be observed that section four of ‘An Act, supplementary to an Act, en- 
titled, an Act relative to quarantine, approved March 18, 1858, enacts, ‘That in cases of 
emergencies the Board of Health shail have power to issue proclamation of quarantine 
without reference to the Governor, and to enact all needful regulations for the enforcement 
of the same.” ; 

6. It should be still further noted that by the provisions of the ‘Act approved March 
24, 1876,” the Board of Health of the State of Louisiana ‘‘be and is hereby authorized and 
empowered, at its discretion, at any time, to cause the detention at Quarantine Station for 
purposes of disinfection and purification, and to disinfect, fumigate and purify any and all 
vessels from ports in which Yellow Fever usually prevails, or from ports where other con- 
tagious or infectious diseases are reported to exist.” *~ * * 

7. Not only does the Board of Health of the State of Louisiana maintain a rigid quar- 
antine, according to the laws enacted by the Legislature, but also a rigid system of inspec- 
tion of all vessels in the harbor of New Orleans has been established during the past twenty- 
one days, as is manifested by Circular No. 3, issued by the State Board of Health, and fur- 
nished to all masters, captains and medical officers of vessels, and to all ship owners, agents 
and foreign Consuls, 

8. From the preceding facts, it is evident that there is no foundation for the follow- 
ing statements of the National Board of Health, which have been couched in the formal 
and official language of ‘‘ Preamble and Resolution.” 

‘“‘Whereas, it may be inferred from this proclamation that vessels arriving from other 
West Indian, Central American or South American ports than those mentioned in said 
proclamation, are not to be subject to quarantine; and 

“Whereas, if the proclamation be thus interpreted, and the quarantine at New Orleans 
be enforced accordingly, itis the opinion of the National Board of Health that there will 
be great danger of the introduction of Yellow Fever into the United States.” 

9. The resolutions of the National Board of Health, adopted on the eighth of May, 
and forwarded by the President, J. L. Cabell, to the Chief Executive of the State of Lou- 
isiana, appear to have been conceived in the absence of accurate information as to the 
quarantine and sanitary regulations and operations of the Board of Health of the State of 
Louisiana. _ 

Respectfally, L. A. WILTZ, 
Governor State of Louisiana, 
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The resolutions of the National Board of Health, communicated by Pro- 
fessor J. L. Cabell, M. D., LL. D., to his Excellency, Louis A. Wiltz, Gover- 
nor of Louisiana, on the eighth of May, 1880, were submitted to the Presi- 
dent of the Board of Health, and the reply of the Governor, received the 
unanimous approval of the Board of Health. | 

The resolutions of the National Board of Health appeared to have been 
hostile in their conception and expression; and their promulgation either by 
that organization, or through the agency of the President of the United 
States, would have tended to destroy public confidence in the wisdom of the 
Chief Executive of the State of Louisiana, and in the efficiency of the Board 
of Health, which he had created and commissioned. These resolutions 
were supplemental to the effort to exact such concessions from the Board of 
Health of the State of Louisiana with reference to the proposed Ship Island 
Quarantine Station, as would render the Mississippi Quarantine Station 
subordinate to the central authorities at Washington. The resolutions of 
the National Board of Health appeared to be of the nature of a threat, to 
the effect that if the Governor of the State of Louisiana did not conform to 
the mandates of the National Board of Health, the power of the President 
of the United States would be invoked for the subordination of the quaran- 
tine regulations, and commerce of the State of Louisiana, to the rules and 
regulations of the National Board of Health in Washington. 

The haste with which these resolutions were passed by the National Board 
of Health, four days after the issuance of the quarantine proclamation of the 
Governor of Louisiana, indicated a’settled aggressive policy against the State 
Board of Health. 

On the other hand, the State Board of Health had pursued a dignified, but 
respectful and conciliatory course towards the National Board of Health, as 
will be manifest from the following reports, which, in addition to their intrin- 
sic merit, serve to illustrate the question now under consideration. 


NATIONAL BOARD OF HEALTH, University of Virginia, April 15, 1880. 
Dr. Joseph Jones, President State Board of Health of Louisiana. 

Dear Doctor—If you will have the kindness to refer to Nos. 34 and 35 of the National Board of Health 
Bulletin, you will see that this Board proposes to hold two conferences on the 5th and 6th of May next. The 
object of the first conference to be held on the Sth of May, with such of the quarantine authorities of the several 
States as may attend, is to consider the propriety of amending the rules and regulations prepared by the Board 
last year, and recommended by it to State and municipal quarantine authorities for adoption. 

The object of the second conference to be held on the 6th of May, is to consider the best methods for the 
collection and publication of vital statistics, and it is earnestly desired that all interested in this subject and 
especially those who are charged with the duties of State and municipal registration, will meet with the Board 
in Washington at that time. : 

On behalf ofthe Board, [respectfully solicit your attendance at these conferences, and request that you 
will make known to the other quarantine authorities of your State, the desire of this Board to have the benefit 
of their aid and council. 

Very Respectfully yours, 
J. L. CABELL, President National Board of Health. 


OFFICE BoarD OF HEALTH, STATE-HOuUSE, STATE OF LOUISIANA, 2 | 
New Orleans, April 20, 1880. 


Prof. J. L. Cabell), M. D., LLD., President National Board of Health, Washington, D. C: 


Dear Sir—I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your valued favor of the 15th 
inst., containing an invitation from the Executive Committee of the National Board of 
Health ‘‘to visit and engage in a convention of vital statisticians to be held in Washing- 
ton, May 6, ensuing,” also in a ‘‘convemtion of persons interested in the securing of a uni- 
form system of quarantine” ' 

Allow me to say, that whilst desiring to engage actively and personally in the dis- 
cussion of the important questions embraced in the official communication of the National 
Board of Health, which accompanied the invitations to these conventions, my duties con- 
nected with the quarantine stations and city of New Orleans, will confine me closely to 
this State during the hot months. It is my purpose to inspect the various quarantine sta- 
tions, at my earliest convenience, and draw up rules and regulations for the same, as well 
as for the shipping in the port of New Orleans. These laws, as well as those connected 
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with the sanitation of the city, will necessarily involve much time. I shall lay the com- 
munication of the National Board of Health, before the Board of Health of the State of 
Louisiana, at the next meeting on Thursday, April 22. ; 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOSEPH JONES, M. D., 
President Board of Health State of Louisiana. 


The communications of the National Board of Health were laid before the State 
Board of Health on the 22d of April, and on motion of Dr. Loeber they were referred to a 
committee for consideration and report. The President appointed on this committee, Dr. 
F. Loeber, Dr. J. P. Davidson and Dr. J. C. Beard, who drew up the following report: 


OFFICE BOARD OF HEALTH, STATE OF LOUISIANA, 
New Orleans, La., April 29, 1880. 
Dr. Joseph Jones, President Board of Health, State of Louisiana: 


_ Sir—Your committee to whom were referred certain interrogatories from the National Board of Health, 
pepe to elicit suggestions for, additions to, or alterations in their rules and regulations, beg leave to report 
as follows: 

1. Our attention is specifically directed to the ‘‘desire of the Board to make a distinction between the 
terms suspected, infected and dangerously infected, as applied to ports and places or to vessels,” with the 
request that suggestions be offered as to the sense in which these words should be used. In reply we would 
remark that, in our opinion, the term suspected is objectionable for the reason that it is indefinite and liable to 
misconstruction, inasmuch as its use and application in any one case may act prejudiciously on public senti- 
ment against either the officers or the vessels to which the term is applied. We would therefore suggest that 
the term liable to have incurred infection be substituted for the word suspected. The term liable to have 
incurred infection” we would apply to any vessel coming from a port where Yellow Fever exists, but having 
no such sickness aboard, either at the port of departure or during the voyage. 

- We would apply the term infected to any vessel which had Yellow Fever on board during her voyage, 
or on which a case occurred in port, though removed immediately and treated in hospital. 

3. We would apply the term dangerously infected to any vessel on which cases of Yellow Fever occurred 
in port, whether treated aboard or sent to hospital, and on which other cases occurred during the voyage. 

4. The application of the term infected to localities and communities should be restricted, in our opin- 
ion, to those in which several undoubted cases of the disease in question have occurred, originating in the 
locality, with a tendency to spread; and it should be understood that infection may be limited to a portion of 
a city or town, or to'a single building, square or number of squares, without involving other portions. Positive 
evidence of these facts should be obtained through the agency of State or Local Boards of Health. The term 
infected does not strictly apply to localities or communities into which a case or cases of Yellow Fever have 
been introduced. 

The term dangerously infected is properly used when applied to ports, localities and communities 
where Yellow Fever prevails endemically or epidemically. 

6. Relative to the rules necessary to be enforced in regard to vessels infected with other diseases than 
Yellow Fever, as small-pox, cholera, plague, typhus fever, we are of the opinion that to vessels dangerously 
infected the same rules should apply as in case of Yellow Fever; that is to say, isolation, removal of cargo, 
thorough cleansing and disinfection. 

_ 7. In reply to the interrogatory, ‘‘as to the propriety and possibility of exempting from detention and 
observation, on account of Yellow Fever, passengers or other persons who present satisfactory evidence that 
they have had the fever, or that they are natives of one of the West India Islands,” we are of the opinion that 
such persons should be exempt from the restrictions imposed on the unprotected; but that they shall, in all 
cases of an infected vessel, be detained until after proper disinfection of their apparel and effects. Only per- 
sons born in seaport towns where Yellow Fever is endemic, should be regarded as exempt from Yellow Fever. 

8. ‘Satisfactory evidence of their acclimation,” should be an affidavit, setting forth their nativity or 
their having had Yellow Fever, and made before the American consul at the port of departure. In the 
nats oe such affidavit, the quarantine official should be required to ascertain under oath, that the affiant is 
acclimated. ; 

9. ‘As to the circumstances which would render it necessary or expedient to remove the cargo from a 
ship and have her thoroughly cleansed and disinfected, and the cargo aired before either is allowed to pass from 
the quarantine grounds,” we consider that it would only be necessary or expedient to remove the cargo from a 
ship when she was dangerously infected, as before set forth. Inthe case of a yessel liable to have been infected, 
or of an infected vessel, we think it unnecessary to disturb the cargo; but the vessel should be detained at 
quarantine, at the discretion of the quarantine oflicer, to be thoroughly cleansed and disinfected. 

(Signed) ¥. LOEBER, M. D. 

J. P. DAVIDSON, M. D. 
J.C. BEARD, M.D. 


. 
eee 


The preceding report was promptly forwarded to the Executive Committee 
of the National Board of Health, in Washiggton, but no acknowledgment of 
its reception was received. 

At the regular meeting of the Board of Health, on the third of June, Dr. 
J. O. Beard, chairman of the committee appointed by the President to exam- 
ine “the rules and regulations for the conduct of the Mississippi River in- 
spection service; rules and regulations of railway travel and traffic in re- 
gions exposed to or infected by Yellow Fever, and rules and regulations to 
be enforced when Yellow Fever exists at or in the vicinity of any port or 
place on the Mississippi River, as suggested or advised by the National 
Board of Health,” submitted the following report, which was adopted : 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE OF THE BOARD OF HEALTH OF THE STATE OF LOUISIANA AP- 
POINTED TO EXAMINE THE RULES OF THE NATIONAL BOARD OF HEALTH. 


[(Copy-] 
To the President and Members of the Louisiana State Board of Health: 


Gentlemen—Your committee appointed to consider the rules and regulations for the conduct of the Missis- 
sippi River Inspection Service ; rules and regulations of railway travel and traffic in regions exposed or infected 
by Yellow Fever, and rules and regulations to be enforced when Yellow Fever exists at or in the vicinity of any 
port or place on the Mississippi River, as suggested or advised by the National Board of Health, beg leave re- 
spectfully to submit the following report: 

Impressed with the great importance of these rules and regulations, and actuated by the earnest desire to 
co-operate with other Boards of Health in the Mississippi V.lley to carry out all reasonable suggestions of the 
National Board of Health to prevent the introduction of contagious or infectious diseases into the United States 
from foreign countries, and into one State from another; and realizing full well the necessity that the rules and 
regulations of the several State or Municipal Boards of Health should be unitorm, as far as possible, to secure 
the desired result, we earnestly recommend their adoption by this Board, and would request the President of 
the Louisiana State Board of Health to appeint inspectors immediately, as recommended in the above rules 
and regulations. Your committee is unanimously in favor of giving to the National Board of Health their ap- 
proval and support, and of placing themselves in accord witl it by adopting further rules and regulations. 

Desiring to make known their precise attitude towards the National Board of Health and the grounds of 
delay in putting themselves into co-operation and harmonious action with it, beg leave to represent that from 
the organization of the present State Board of Health to the present time, they have been ready and willing to 
place themselves in harmonious action with the National Board of Health, but have taken no action in this re- 
spect, from the fact that no official communication has ever been laid before them emanating from the National 
Board of Health, other than one relating to a Quarantine Station at Ship Island; that no copy of the rules and 
regulations of the National Board of Health, or publication of any character, have ever been officially presented 
to their consideration, except certain interrogations forwarded by the Secretary of the Board relative to the 
sense in which certain terms named in the rules and regulations should be used, which interrogations were re- 
spectfully answered by a committee appointed by the State Board of Health and forwarded to Washington. 

Your committev, while expressing their desire of co-operation and harmonious action, would, therefore, 
respectfully call the attention of the National Board of Health to section 3 of an act to prevent the introduc- 
tion of contagious and infectious diseases into the United States, approved June 2, 1879. 

(Signed) J.C. BEARD, M. D. 

F. FORMENTO. M. D. 
i J.P. DAVIDSON, M. D. 
F. LOEBER, M. D. i 





OFFICE BOARD OF HEALTH, STATE House, STATE OF LOUISIANA, 
: New Orleans, June 5 1880. 
Professor J. L. Cabell, M. D. LLD., President National Board of Health, University of Vir- 
ginia, Charlotsville, Va. 

Sir—I have the honor to forward to the President of the National Board of Health, 
report of committee appointed by the President of the State Board of Health of Lduisiana, 
on rules and regulations of the National Board of Health. For the information of the Pre- 
sident of the National Board of Health, I a!iso forward copy of my letter to Professor ~ 
Samuel M. Bemiss, member of the National Board of Health. Yt J 

Not being informed as to the number of Jnspectors which will be approved by the 
National Board of Health, I have named those physicians which I believe to be available. 
As President of the Board of Health of the State of Louisiana, I respectfully request a 
prompt and full answer from the President of the National Board of Health. 

Respectfully your obedient servant, _ 

JOSEPH JONES, M. D., President Board of Health State of Louisiana. 


NATIONAL BOARD OF HEALTH, University of Virginia, June 9, 1880. 
Dr. Joseph Jones, President State Board of Health of Louisiana: 

Sir—I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt ot your two communications of June 3 and June 5 re- 
spectively, the former transmitting the ‘ Rules and Regulations of the Board of Health of the State of Lonis- 
iana,” relative to quarantine, the latter enclosing ‘‘ Report of the committee appointed by the President of the 
State Board of Health of Louisiana on the rules and regulations of the National Board of Health ” together with 
a copy of a letter addressed by yourself to Dr. S. M. Bemiss of this Board on the 4th of June. 


Both these communications will be forwarded this day to the central office of the National Board in Wasb- 
ington, and will doubtiess, receive early attention on the part of the Executive Committee. 
Iam very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


J. L. CABELL, President National Board of Health. 


At a subsequent meeting of the Board of Health, held on the twenty- 
fourth of June, on motion of Mr. Marks, it was resolved that the President 
of the Board be, and is hereby authorized to make an estimate of such an 
amount of money as may be deemed necessary in the event of any emer- 
Sper eens for its use, and to submit the same to the National Board of 

ealth. 

The President was also authorized to apply to the National Board of 


Health for the necessary amount of money to put the quarantine stations of 
the State in an effective condition. 
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In accordance with these resolutions a communication was addressed to 
the President of the National Board of Health, setting forth the wishes of 
the Board of Health, and the quarantine and sanitary needs of the State, © 
and urging an appropriation of the funds of the National Board of Health 
to the following extent and for the purposes specified : 


To repairs of Mississippi Quarantine Station, about.................. $4000 
To Rigolet’s Quarantine................ i Caen aim at kira ne rete ene .... 2000 
To Atchafalaya Quarantine............ 
To two steam launches for use of Mississippi Quarantine Station and 

in the harbor of New Orleans and in the Inspection service....... 2000 


It was also requested that an additional sum of ten thousand dollars be 
placed subject to the orders of the State Board of Health, in case of an out- 
break of Yellow Fever. 

The letter of the President, containing estimates and asking an appropria- 
tion from the National Board of Health for the urgent necessities of the 
Quarantine. Stations, was forwarded to Professor Cabell, on the 25th of June 
but it did not receive an official answer until July 14. Notwithstanding that 
the case of fever on the Excelsior had been announced. and the entire valley 
was in a state of excitement, the urgent appeal of the Board of Health of the 
State of Louisiana, for such pecuniary help as they deemed the act constituting 
the National Board of Health, not merely allowed but commanded, was not 
only unanswered for nineteen days, but as will be seen from the following 
letter of the President of the National Board of Health, was completely 
ignored on the ground, that the National Board of Health had afforded 
ample facilities for the protection of Louisiana, by the establishment of the 
Ship Island Quarantine. 

It should be observed in order to give full force to the action of the 
National Board of Health, in thus denying aid to the State Board, on the 
ground that ample protection was aftorded by Ship Island Quarantine, that 
this establishment was scarcely commenced, when the subject was intruded 
upon the attention of the Board of Health on the 9th of April, and at this 
date of the following letters, June 14, it was incomplete and in process of 
erection. | 


; NATIONAL BOARD OF HEALTH, New Orleans, July 10, 1880. 
Prof. Joseph Jones, President State Board of Health: 

Dear Sir—A communication from you, dated June 25th, addressed to the President of the National 
Board of Health, has been referred to me for report and recommendation. About the 15th inst., Dr. Smith 
and Dr. Mitchell, of the National Board, are expected to reach this citv. I respectfully suggest that upon 
their arrival a conference be held between the: members of the National Board and yourself, wpon the matter 
of appropriations. asked for in the above-instanced letter, as well as other subjects, which it may be found 
profitable to discuss. 

Very respectfully, &c., S. M. BEMISS, M. N. B. H. 


NATIONAL BOARD OF HEALTH, Washington, D. C., July 14, 1880. 
Dr. Joseph Jones, President State Board of Health, New Orleans, La. : 


Sir—I have the honor to inform you that your communication of June 25th, relative to railroad inspec 
tions and estimates of funds needed for quarantine stations at New Orleans, &c., has been laid before the- 
Executive Committee, and that I am directed to reply as follows: 

1. The railroad inspections have been ordered to be continued for the time being, and Drs. Stephen 
Smith and R. W. Mitchell, of this Board, will visit New Orleans to confer with Dr. Bemiss and yourself upon 
the necessity for keeping up such inspections when Yellow Fever is not present. In this matter the commit- 
the desire to do everything that is necessary to secure confidence on the part of the surrounding communities. 

2. As to furnishing funds for construction or repair of buildings at the Mississippi River, Rigolet’s 
and Atchafalaya Stations, after careful consideration this Board heretofore came to the conclusion that the 
cost of furnishing aid to construct hospital buildings, etc., at each maritine port of the Southern and Gulf 
coast requiring such aid, would be so great in comparison with the results to be obtained, as not to be justi- 
fiable ; and that the necessities of the case could be equally well met by fitting up certain complete refuge or 
hospital quarantine stations, where all the apparatus needed for dealing with an infected ship might be placed, 
and where such infected ships could be sent for treatment. 2 

Therefore, after consultation with the principal shippers and merchants of New Orleans, the National 
Board made arrangements to establish such a station at Ship Island, for ships known to be infected and bound 
for Mississippi and Louisiana ports. 
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In view of this action the committee does not deem itself justified in expending more money upon hospi- 
tal accommodations, etc., for the Atchafalaya, Rigolet’s or Mississippi River Stations of New Orleans. 

In addition to this the committee are of opinion that it would not be justified, unless under very excep- 
tional circumstances, in expending the funds under its control for repairs to buildings of a permanent character 
not being the property of the United States. ; Q ; 

3. In case of the occurrence of Yellow Fever at New Orleans, this Board will promptly give to the 
State Board all aid within its power necessary for preventing the spread of the disease, and for this purpose 
will pay for a certain number of inspectors, sanitary policemen, etc.. being. puued in this respect by the 
recommendations of its resident member, Dr. Bemiss, to whom instructions will be given upon this point. In 
this connection it may not be either superfluous or premature to suggest that any work to be paid for by the 
Board should be confined to the immediate vicinity of the infected locality ; that is, for instance, the Board can 
not undertake to meet the expense of cleansing and disinfecting a large section of the city because of the exis- 
‘tence of Yellow Fever, say, upon a single square. 4 

Very respectfully, &c., J. L. CABELL, President National Board of Health. 





OFFICE BOARD OF HEALTH, STATE HOUSE, STATE OF LOUISIANA, 
New Orleans, July 18, 1880. 


J. L. Cabell, M. D. LLD., President National Board of Health, University of Virginja. 


Sir—I have the honor to acknowledge the communication of the President of the 
National Board of Health, in answer to the application of the Board of Hea'th of the State 
of Louisiana, for aid from the National Board in accordance with the law requiring said 
Board to aid local boards in the establishment and maintenance of Quarantines ete. The 
communication of the National Board, will be laid before the State Board of Health, and 
also before the Governor, Senators and Representatives of Louisiana. : 


Respectfully your obedient servant, 
JOSEPH JONES, M. D., President Board of Health. 


Drs. Stephen Smith and R. W. Mitchell, arrived in New Orleans on or 
about the 15th of July, and in company with the member of the National 
Board of Health residing in New Orleans, held a conference with the President 
and several members of said Board. | 

The necessities of the various quarantine establishments of the State, as 
well as the sanitary needs of New Orleans, were fully unfolded to these mem- 
bers of the National Board of Health, and they were urged to act promptly. 

The gentlemen left the city and visited Ship Island and the Mississippi 
Quarantine Station, and during their absence the quarantines established 
against New Orleans by Tennessee and Mississippi were promulgated. 

The result of this application like that to the President of the National 
Board of Health was productive of no result; in fact these representatives of 
the National Board of Health failed to give any reply either verbal or written 
to the respectful and earnest appeal of the State Board of Health, ata time 
of great anxiety, of universal peril and danger to New Orleans, and we may 
say to the entire Mississippi Valley. 

Towards the close of August the President of the National Board of Health 
visited New Orleans in person, but he came not to afford support or comfort 
to her citizens, or te speak words of encouragement and wisdom to the State 
Board, but he came solely as a champion of the Ship Island Quarantine. 

As usual with the members of the National Board of Health, he commu- 
nicated his views not to the;constituted health authorities of the State of Louis- 
iana, but held conference with the New Orleans Auxillary Sanitary Associa- 
tion and the Cotton Exchange. | 

These statements are well illustrated by Dr. Oabell himself, in his letter 
addressed to the New Orleans Democrat, dated August 24, and published in 
the paper of the 31st. 3 

[New Orleans Democrat, Tuesday, August 31, 1880. } 


TEE QUESTION OF QUARANTINE.—The Democrat has received the following letter from the 
President_of the National Board of Health: i 
NATIONAL BOARD OF HEALTH, Washington, August 24, 1880. 
Editor of the New Orleans Democrat: 
Lhave just seen your account in your daily issue of the twentieth instant. of the conference in which I 


was invited to take a part at the New Orleans Cotton Exchange on the preceding day. While acknowledging , 


with thanks the friendly and flattering terms in which you refer to me, I am constrained to ask your correction 
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of a single senterice which is open to misconstruction and places me in a false pesition of inconsistency with my 
repeated utterances while in the city - 

You state that in my remarks to the meeting I referred to Dr. Jones ‘‘ in most complimentary terms.” I 
have no recollection of having mentioned his name or having referred to him individually at all, but I desire to 
say that while my personal and social relations with him have always been of the most triendly character, and I 
have avalled myself of this fact in order to assure him in a private leter of the sincerity of my disclaimer in 
official communications of any purpose or wish on the part of the National Board of Health to exercise in Lou- 
isiana any powers not conferred upon it. by law, or in any degree to invade the prerogatives of the Board over 
which he presides, some of his recent official acts have been such as to compel me to refer to them in other than 
approving terms. 

I have had occasion to say to him in substance that the National Board had been advised that no Quaran- 
tine arrangements in the lower Mississippi could furnish adequate protection to the city and the country above, 
and that the conviction of this truth was so deeply rooted in the minds of the people of the entire valley as 
that they would never be content nor cease to impose restrictions upon the commerce of the city until some 
other provision was made. I further stated that this Board was prepared to aid the State Board by the offer of 
quarantine facilities at Ship Island which would meet all the requirements of the case in the detention and dis- 
infction of all infected vessels, or vessels from infected ports cruising to-New Orleans. The persistent refusal 
of Dr. Jones to act in accord with the National Board in respect to this offer, and his seeming readiness to seize 
upon any pretext in order to excite prejudice against the Board by imputing to it attempts to exercise ‘illegal 
and unconstitutional” powers, are not specially calculated to induce me to go out of my way to refer to him 


” 


in ‘‘highly complimentary terms” in such a connection. 
Very respecttully yours, ° J: DS CABELT. 


The statement contained in the letter of Dr. Cabell addressed to the editor 
of the New Orleans Democrat, to the effect that ‘the National Board had 
been advised that no Quarantine arrangements in the lower Mississippi could 
furnish adequate protection to the city and country above and that the con- 
viction of this truth was so deeply rooted in the minds of the people of the 
entire valley as that they would never be content nor cease to impose restric- 
tions upon the commerce of the city, until some other provision was made,” 
had been substantially enunciated in the Memphis papers, and has recently 
been reiterated with certain remarkable additions in the Bulletin of the 
National Board of Health, Vol. 2, No. 18, Supplement No. 8. 

Professor J. L. Cabell, M. D. LUD., President of the National Board of 
Health, says in his statement to the Hon. John Sherman, Secretary of the 
Treasury, of the expenditures and operations of the National Board of 
Health, for the quarter ending September 30, 1880: ‘The munici- 
palities most immediately concerned recognize the great value of 

these National Quarant®aes, and earnestly desire that the machinery which 
will secure them against the introduction of infections from abroad, and thus 
against the risk of becoming the means of transmitting infection to other 
parts of the United States, shall be perfected and perpetuated. There is a 
partial exception to this remark in the case of New Orleans, where, although 
all the leading representatives of its commercial interests are known to be 
extremely desirous that infected vessels shall be required to proceed to the 
National Quarantine at Ship Island, instead of coming up the river to the 
Mississippi Quarantine, to the great jeopardy of the population of the sur- 
rounding country on both side of the river, the wishes of the community 
have been thwarted by the action of the State Board of Health, which has 
hitherto repelled all offers of aid on the part of the National Board looking 
to the reception and treatment at Ship lsland of infected vessels bound for 
the Port of New Orleans. This action of the State Board of Health of Louis- 
iana, has caused great dissatisfaction and alarm on the part of the people of 
the Mississippi Valley, who believe that there can be no adequate guarantee 
of the protection of the public health throughout the valley as long as 
infected vessels are permitted to enter the Mississippi River. This belief and 
the consequent distrust of New Orleans, entertained by the health authori- 
ties of the States bordering on the river and tributaries, has been expressed 
in firm but temperate language in numerous articles of the daily press, and in 
official ordinances of the State and municipal Boards of Health.” Attention 
is specially invited to two articles from the Memphis Appeal of August 1, 
one respectively, under the caption “ Quarantine in New Orleans,” and to an 
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“open letter to his Excellency, the Chief Executive of the State of Louisiana,” 
addressed to that officer August 14, 1880, by G. B. Thornton, M. D. and John 
Johnson, members of the State Board of Health of Tennessee; copies of these 
several papers, marked B, and hereto annexed. 

We would remark in passing that the “ open letter” of G. B. Thornton, M. 
D., and John Jonson, of the State Board of Health of Tennessee, contains 
no allusion to Ship Island Quarantine, while the other articles were were 
newspaper effusions, and not official communications, although they have 
b-en incorporated in the official statements of the United States National 
Board of Health. . | | 

The President of the National Boird of Health, proceeds still farther to 
arraign the State Board of Health: ‘ While the State Board of Health of 
Louisiana has thus in defiance of the demands of the health authorities of 
the neighboring States, whose interests are so vitally concerned, de:lined 
to accept the offer of the National Board to receive and disinfect vessels 
clearing for New Orleans from infected ports, the authorities of all the ports 
between that city and.Cedar Keys, have signified their purpose to direct all 
infected vessels to report to the National Quarantine at Ship Island, before 
proceeding to their ports of destination.” 

Such statements certainly demand examination on the ground that they are 
made by the President of the National Board of Health, to the Secretary of 
the Treasury, and through this high functionary to the President and Con- 
gress of the United States. - 

Dr. Cabell asserts, Ist. That ‘all the leading representatives of the com- 
mercial interests of New Orleans, are known to be extremely desirous that 
infected vessels shall be required to proceed to the National Quarantine 
at Ship Island.” 

2nd. The State Board of Health of Louisiana has in defiance of the 
demands of the health authorities of the neighboring States, declined to 
accept the offer of the National Board of Health to receive and disinfect ves- 
sels clearing for New Orleans fiom infected ports. 

In reply to the above declarations, it may be stated, that the Piesident of 
the National Board of Health, does not name substautially a single represen- 
tative of the commercial interests of New Orleans. If the reports of the 
daily papers are correct, his address before the Cotton Exchange in favor 
of the Ship Island Quarantine was met by decided and unanswerable 
arguinent. As President of the Board of Health, [affirm that not one of the 
leading representatives of the commercial interests of New Orleans, has even, 
up to the presext moment, addressed any communication either verbal or 
written tothe Board of Health, either tor or against the Ship island Quaran- 
tine, with the exception of the following: : 


ROYAL VICE CONSULATE OF SWEDEN AND NORWAY, New Orleans, April 21, 1880. 
To Dr. Joseph Jones, President of the Board of Health of the city of New Orleans, present: 


Sir—Referring to the personal interview I had with you this morning I beg to draw your attention and 
that of the honorable Board of Health to the fact that, the export trade of our city, which our whole population 
is depending upon, can only be continued during the summer months, if your honorable body adopts such 
rules for quarantine which will allow ships to come here under the guaranty that they are not longer detained 
by quarantine than is absolutely necessary in the interestof the health of our city and consistent with the heavy 
responsibility which has been entrusted to you. 

It is well known to the export merchants of New Orleans, that the ships of the United Kingdom of Swe- 
den and Norway, which I have the honor to represent, have of late become large carriers for the products of the 
Mississippi Valley, but nevertheless not a single vessel of those twocountries arrived here last year from the 
thirdof June to the eighteenth of September, owing to the very stringent quarantine regulations adopted by 
your predecessor. pita ; ‘ I 

Judging from communications received, ship owners will defer from sending their ships during the 
summer months to this port or to ports of call in the West India islands, from where they can easily reach our 
port, unless they are assured beforehand that a fair, just and liberal policy regarding quarantine is adopted, and 
that they are not liable to unnecessary expenses and delay ; I therefore beg to express my sincere hope that you 
and the honorable body over which you preside will give this matter your most earnest consideration. 

I beg further to state for the information of the honorable Board of Health, thata large part of the mer- 
cantile fleet of Sweden and Norway, and also of other nations is going out in ballast to St. Thomas or some- 
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times to Martinique for orders, which means to say that they proceed from these stations to such a port of the 
United States or the West India islands which offers the best freights tothem. As such vessels never take any 
freight nor passengers at these ports of call nor actually enter the ports, but ouly lay at anchor outside, the 
captain alone generally coming into contact with the island. I beg to recommend to your honordble body, 
that such vessels, upon proper proof to that effect, from the United States consul residing at ports of call, be 
allowed to proceed to this city without any detention at the Quarantine Station, except in cases of sickness on 
board of the vessel. 

Should the honorable Board of Health adopt such a rule I have no doubt that. the business community 
would highly appreciate the liberal spirit of your honorable body, who, notwithstanding watching with all en- 
ergy over the health of our good city, does at the sametime throw no more impediment upon commerce than 
is absolutely necessary. 

I respectfully ask you to communicate to me as soon as convenient the quarantine regulations which will 
be ip ie by your Board and which I shall forward to my governmentas soon as received. 
have the honor tosign myself, your most obedient servant, 
GEORGE GERDES, Royal’ Vice Consul of Sweden and Norway. 





NEW ORLEANS, April 21, 1880. 
To Dr. Joseph Jones, President Board of Health: 

Wre, the undersigned merchants and ship and steamship brokers, doing business in this city, do herewith 
most respectfully beg leave to submit to your kind notice and attention the following requests regarding the 
Quarantine regulations of this port. While being fully aware of the imperative necessity of an efficient Quar- 
antine whereby the health of the ¢ ty may be as far as possible assured. We hope in framing the Quarantine 
regulations for the coming season you may find it consistent in your rulings to permit vessels or steamers which 
may have called at West Indian or other ports (within the Fever Zone) for orders, and while these not having 
pres on board cargo, passengers, coal or ballast. and not having on board on arrival here signs of disease or in- 

ection. 

Yhat they may be permitted, after inspection at Quarantine, to pass up to city. 

Serious loss to the commerce of our port resulted during the past season in consequence of vessels having 
called at St. Thomas and adjacent ports for orders, and, while there, although having little or no intercourse 
with the shore, were debarred from coming here to load cargo, in consequence of the stringent regulations then 
governing Quarantine. ; 

A large export trade was thus lost to our city and the West, these vessels being obliged to go to the 
Atlantic ports seeking business. 

We would also respectfully state that Ship Island Pass does not afford sufficient water for deep draft ves- 
sels. This alone would be a great drawback, to say nothing of the distance from the mouth of the Mississippi 
River; and as much calm weather prevails during summer months, sailing vessels especially would suffer se- 
riously. We mention this as we have learned that it is contemplated to make Ship Island a Quarantine 
Station. 

Hoping you will pardon the liberty we have taken, and trusting for the favorable consideration of your 
honorable body, we are very respectfully yours, 

A. K. MILLER & CO., Ship and Steamship Brokers. 
ALF. MOULTON, Agent Cromwell Steamship Line. 
NORTON & BELL, Ship Brokers. 
\ SILAS WEEKS & CO. 

FORSTALL, FOSS & CLAYTON, Ship Brokers. 

'-HALL & VAUGHAN, Ship Brokers. 
LOVELL & BAILEY, Ship Brokers. 
LANG & CO. 
F. L. FORWOOD. 
JOHN J. MITCHELL. f 
ED. F. STOCKMEYER, Agents North German Lloyd. 





It may be further stated that during the existence of the present Board of 
Health not a single verbal or written communication of an official character 
has been received by the Board of Health, from the health authorities of the - 
neighboring States, relating to Ship Island Quarantine. 

It is not true that the State Board of Health of Louisiana acted in defiance 
of the demands of the health authorities of the neighboring States; but it 
is true that the Board of Health of Louisiana exerted every agency at its 
command for the protection of the Valley of the Mississippi from the introduc- 
tion of foreign pestilence, and conformed its every action to the organic laws 
of the State from which it derived its existence and powers, and at the same 
time upon every occasion respected and obeyed the laws of the United States 
governing foreign and domestic commerce. 

In protesting against the quarantines established by the Boards of Health 
of Tennessee and Mississippi, in the absence of all contagious and infectious 
diseases in the City of New Orleans, the State Board of Health was actuated 
solely by that sense of justice which they believed should actuate and control 
the relations and intercourse of the surrounding Southern States. 

In conclusion we will briefly present some facts illustrating the actual 
value of Ship Island Quarantine to the port of New Orleans, as illustrated 
by the experience of the time embraced in the labors of this Board, as at 
present constituted, 
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If the coast of Louisiana, Mississippi and Alabama be carefully examined, 
and the positions of New Orleans and the ports of Mississippi and Alabama 
be compared with that of the Quarantine Station of the National Board of 
Health on Ship Island, it will be observed that Ship Island occupies a posi- 
tion on the gulf coast. nearly opposite the centre of the State of Mississippi 
to which it belongs. The Quarantine Station on Ship Island is capable of 
rendering assistance to the coast of Mississippi, and more especially to the 
Shipping and settlements at Pascagoula, Biloxi, Mississippi City, Pass 
Christian, Bay St. Louis and Shieldsboro. | 
structures of the National Board of Health; and some fair conception may 

The relationship of Ship Island Quarantine to New Orleans is still further 
illustrated by the following table of distances: 


New Orleans to Mississippi Quarantine Station, 75 miles. 

New Orleans to Eadsport, 116 miles. 

New Orleans to Ship Island, 211 miles. 

New Orleans to Rigolets via Mississippi River, 255 miles. 

New Orleans to Rigolets via Ship Island, 267 miles. 

New Orleans to Rigolets via Bayou St. John and Lake Pontchartrain, 35 
miles. 

Ship Island to Rigolets, 52 miles. 

Rigolets to New Orleans via Lake Pontchartrain and Bayou St. John, 35 
miles. 

Ship Island to New Orleans via Rigolets, Lake Pontchartrain and Bayou 
St. John, 87 miles. 

Ship Island to Biloxi, 124 miles. 

Mississipp1 Quarantine Station to Ship Island, 130 miles. 

Port Eads to Ship Island Quarantine Station, 95 miles. 

The intolerable burden which the scheme of the late Dr. Woodworth, Sur- 
geon General of the Marine Hospital Service, and founder of the National 
Board of Health, which, was urged by the latter organization, would entail 
upon the commerce of the Mississippi River and Valley, is demonstrated by 
the fact, that if a vessel was stopped at Port Eads and ordered to Ship 
Island, it would have an additional voyage of nine-five miles to perform be- 
fore reaching Ship Island; if ordered back from the Mississippi Quarantine 
Station, 130 miles; if from the Port of New Orleans, 211 miles. No vessel 
drawing over six feet of water can reach New Orleans via Rigolet’s and 
Bayou St. John, therefore the cargo, if sent by lighters, must traverse an 
additional eighty-seven miles before reaching its destination. 

If the ship, after detention and discharge “of cargo and disinfection, was 
returned to New Orleans, then the distance above-men tioned from the various 
points must be doubled. 

In addition to this add the loss of time occasioned by calms and the de-- 
struction of shipping by the storms which often prevail along this dangerous 
coast, and the danger of fire in storing valuable cargoes in the wooden 
be formed of the dangers attending the execution of the scheme by the Na- 
tional Board of Health, and a demonstration of the absolute absurdity of 
comparing this experiment with the magnificent quarantine establishment 
and system of the harbor of New York. 

Granting for purposes of argument, that the Board of Health of the State 
of Louisiana, had absolute jurisdiction over the waters of the Gulf of Mexico, 
to the exclusion of the rights of all States and nations; that it had control of 
Ship Island, which is the property of the State of Mississippi, and also of the 
entire coast of Mississippi; even then the ordering of vessels from the mouths 
of the Mississippi River to Ship Island would entail such enormous expense 
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in towage, loss of time, and in various accidents by storm and fire, as would 
effectually drive foreign commerce from the Mississippi River, annually dur- 
ing the months of May, June, July, August, September and October. 

Another fact of great moment in the consideration of the Ship Island 
Quarantine of the National Board of Health, is, that the experience of the 
past summer has shown that it affords an imperfect protection to the coast 
of Mississippi. 

The port of entry for the State of Mississippi is located at Shieldsboro, 
where the Collector of Customs resides. 

A careful inspection of the records of the Custom-House, shows that during 
the past ten years, the imports have been largely exceeded by the exports, 
the latter consisting chiefly of lumber. 

Vessels have no difficulty in flanking the Ship Island Quarantine by run- 
ning through Cat Island Pass, which is some twenty miles wide, and report- 
ing at Shieldsboro, Bay St. Louis and Pass Christian, where they are boarded 
by the Custom-House and Quarantine Officers who reside in these thickly 
populated summer resorts. : 

The following communications to the Board of Health will illustrate the 
preceding statement : 


CONSULADO DE ESPANA EN NUEVA ORLEANS, August 21, 1380. 


Sir—I have just received a letter from the masters of the Spanish vessels Tomasita and Elisa, arrived re” 
spectively to Ship Island from the Island of Cuba on the twelfth and eighth instants, complaining of delays and 
vexations caused by the authorities of that Quarantine Station, and asking my advice under the circum- 
stances. ; 

As this is the first notice I have received on the subject, I shall feel obliged by your informing me why the 
Eliza has been detained so long and what foundation there is for the complaint of these two Spanish captains. 
Hoping you will favor me with this information I remain, sir, your very obedient servant, 


JOSE BAZAN. 
To Dr. Joseph Jones, President Board of Health. 





OFFICE BOARD OF HEALH, STATE-HOvUSE, New Orleans, August 23, 1880. 
Jose Bazan, Esq., Spanish Consul at New Orleans: 


Sir—In reply to your inquiry respecting delays at the Ship Island Quarantine, I have 
to say that this establishment is out of the jurisdiction of this Board, being under the 
direction of the National Board of Health. 

For information on the subject I would refer you to Dr. S. M. Bemiss, resident member 
of that Board, whose office is at the University, corner of Baronne and Common streets. 


Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOSEPH JONES, M. D., President Board of Health. 


MISSISSIPPI—BAY ST. LOUIS. 


THE BLOCKADE RUNNER THERESA G.—PARTICULARS OF WHAT HAPPENED TO EER 
AFTER PASSING THROUGH CAT ISLAND PASS. 


Special Telegram to the N. O. Times: 
BAY ST. LOUIS, August 19, 1880. 


The Times correspondent called on Dr. Latham, the Sanitary Inspector of the National Board of Health, 
and in answer to interrogatories propounded to him, obtained the following statement regarding the schooner 
Theresa G. and the alleged cases of Yellow Fever on board of her: 

‘“The Theresa G. arrived in this port yesterday, having left Havana on the fourteenth instant. She 
had one man taken sick in Havana with Yellow Fever, who was left there so the captain informed me. I 
boarded her on her arrival and found no one sick. As forthe patient you speak of, I know nothing of him. 

“ I ordered the schooner to Ship Island, or to anchor in the channel and wait for the Day Dream to tow 
her to Ship Island. I did not search the vessel thoroughly, but simply looked through it, and the captain in- 
formed me that he had no sickness aboard. I would have made a thorough search, but did not think it neces- 
sary, aS She was compelled anyhow to go to Ship Island. 

‘‘T never heard anything about the man dying abroad, consequently, cannot give any name, and as for the 
patient you speak of, if any, he must have been taken sick after leaving here on the eighteenth instant, at 9 
o’clock a. m., for I saw all the crew, and one passenger, and all looked to be in good health,” 
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THE CITY—THE BLOCKADE RUNNER. 


RUNNING THE BLOCKADE—MORE PARTICULARS OF THE SHIP THAT EVADED QUARAN- 
ANTINE AND CAME INTO BAY ST. LOUIS. 


The Times of yesterday morning contained a report of the appearance of a vessel at Bay St. Louis, 
which had given the quarantine oflicials considerable trouble and anxiety. 

The Collector of the port received information yesterday afternoon that the vessel, the Theresa G., had 
two cases of Yellow Fever on board, one proving fatal, and the other now of the vessel. No particulars save the 
above were obtained by Collector Badger. 

A reporter called on Dr. Bemiss, of the National Board of Health, yesterday evening, to learn further 
bp pia oe of the matter, and found that gentleman willing to give the Times all the information at his com- 
mand. 
“The schooner alluded to is the Theresa G., an old offender against quarantine laws, and one, too, that 
we have had our eyes upon for along time. For the past two or three years she has been running the blockade 
through Cat Island Pass. We had trouble with her in 1879.” 

‘*Had you been warned of her coming?” 

‘Oh, yes; an official telegram was sent here stating that there was a case of yellow fever on board of her, 
which probably occurred in Havan», as the man either died on board of the schooner or got well while she w 
yet inthatport. Shecameinto Bay St. Louis with a clean bill of health.” : 

“Who is to blame for this fact ?” 

“TY don’t know ; I am not informed whether the bill of health was given by our resident consul, Hall, or 
by the authorities at Havanu. It ismore probable, however, that she obtained the bill from the latter, as,it ap- 
pears that Mr. Hall telegraphed the fact of her having fever on board. She left Havana on the 14th and ar- 
rivedat Bay St. Louis onthe isth. Previous to her arrival, I was informed that she was on the way, and im- 
meditely telegraphed to the inspectors of the National Board to stop her wherever she was found. 

‘* Dr. Latham, the inspector at the Bay, boarded her on her arrival there and sent her back to Ship Island 
where she is undergoing cleaning and disinfection. I instructed Dr. Martin not to spare soap or muscle to get 
her clean. I believe more in the eflicacy of soap than of sulphur for such purposes.” 

‘* How did the schooner get to Bay St. Louis ?” 

“She went through Cat Island Pass, and b, the way. there ought certainly to be some means of imposing 
and collecting heavy fines from water-crafts that run the blockade in this manner. The Theresa G., is a small 
boat, of about one hundred tons carrying capacity. ~ 

‘Have you been informed of any other cases of fever on board of the schooner?” 

‘‘No; Dr. Latham, after examining her, telegraphed that he found everybody on board well. 

‘Did you tell any member of the State Board of Health what you have stated?” 

**T told Dr. Herrick, the Secretary of the Board.” ; 

‘Do you think that proper precautions are taken ayainst the possibilities of such occurrences as the one 
under discussion 2” 

‘Oh ves; there are sanitary inspectors of the National Board at Pearlington, Bay St. Louis, Pass Chris- 
tian and Biloxi. Dr. Griffin is the health officer and inspector at Pascagoula.” 

Dr. Bemiss said he had instructed Dr. Martin to keep the Theresa G. at Ship Island until she was con- 
oor entirely safe, and to provdie food and suitable accommodations for her crew during her term of de- 

ention. I 


There being nothing further to glean on this subject, the interview was terminated. 


RIGOLETS QUARANTINE STATION, August 21, 1880. 
Dr. Joseph Jones, President of the Board of Health: 


Sir—In reply to your telegram of this date, I will say: Schooner Annette arrived at this Station August 
9, after twenty-three days’ voyage from Havana. 

“ a tethee t her three days, disinfected and fumigated her thoroughly, and gave a permit to proceed to 
ew Orleans. 

Two of the crew were missing, the captain said deserted before he left Havana and after he had taken out 
his papers. He stated that there had been no sickness during the voyage and had a clean bill of health from 
Dr. D. M. Burgess, representative of the National Board of Health at Havana, whicli affirmed the vessel had been 
fumigated and disintected. On examination I found the disinfection had been very imperfect and removed con- 
siderable filth and rotten wood from around the kelson and forecastle. 

The customs papers were made out for Shieldsborough, though I think she was entered at the port of 
New Orleans. After I released her from quarantine. she lay a day or more opposite the customs station, 
awaiting her clearance papers from New Orleans, and intending to go up Pearl] River. 

The captain replied to my question why he did not come to Ship Island, that it was thirty-five miles out 
of his way, and therefore more convenient to come here. 

I sent you a duplicate of the questions, and herewith enclose another. This is about all I know of the 
schooner Annette, except that she das for some time been in the lumber trade, and I have passed her here sev- 
eral times before this season: 

Very respectfully, DANIEL W. ADAMS, M. D., Resident Physician. 


P. S.— Schooner Annette is now at Pearlington, on Pearl River, Miss., loading with lumber for Havana, 
Cuba. The Ship Island Station does not afford the least protection to the Pearl River country. 

The Annette arrived at this station at 3:35 o’clock, p. m., August 9, and was released August 10, at 10:45 
a.m., though she did not sail till after two o’clock that evening. She had no cargo, not even ballast. The 
fact of two men being missing from the crew list looks a little suspicious ; but I have known the argc some 


time and consider him a man of veracity. Respectfully, D. W. ADAMS, M 





RIGOLETS, QUARANTINE STATION, August 21, 1880. 
Dr. Joseph Jones, President, etc.: 


Sir—I mentioned Ship Island Quarantine in my other communication, and will here state what the cap- 
tains of the schooners Normaand Mary A. Rushing said about that station, and desire you to give me the nec- 
essary information relative to the questions asked Ly those captains and others. 

Captain Barso of the schooner Norma, who was quarantined here in June, said he went a day’s travel out 
of his way to go by Ship Island and lay there a day with his flag hoisted before he could attract the attention of 
any one, and when the officer came aboard he simply instructed him to proceed to the Rigolets Station where the 
Louisiana State officer would quarantine his vessel. 
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The captain was thencanght ina calm and was several days getting here, where he had to remain the 
aoe time of deteution. Hence he was considerably delayed on his voyage. The Norma was from Tabasco, 
@X1Co. 


Capt. Cook, of the Mary Rushing, from Tuxpan, Mexico, who was quarantined here the first of this month, 
said he went out of his way to go to Ship Island and on his arrival there was told that he would have to go to 
aon fs ae the Boarding Officer. Without seeing the officer at all, he came on here, and was detained, as 
above stated. : 

Their questions were: Is it required of them to go by Ship Island? If they were quarantined, disin- 
fected, etc., and had a permit from the officer there, would they be allowed to proceed to New Orleans without 
further inspection and detention at the Station ? 

Ship Island is thirty-five miles from Cat Island Pass, the regular course of commerce. A vessel in going 
to or coming from Ship Island would have to travel about seventy miles out of her way. 

Very respectfully, etc., DANIEL W. ADAMS, M. D. 


The commerce of New Orleans depends upon the deep water secured by 
Capt. Eads, and ships comes to us from the Ports of Europe to receive the cot- 
ton, corn, wheat, and sugar and cattle of the Mississippi Valley, because after 
entering the passes they are in the safe harbor of the great inland sea, and 
can run up to the wharves of New Orleans and receive their cargoes in the 
shortest possible time. The foreign nations, supporting the commerce of the 
Mississippi Valley, England, France, Holland, Spain, Norway, Sweden and 
Denmark, all have their Islands and Ports in the West Indies, and their 
ships are compelled to communicate with the representatives of their goverh- 
ment in Cuba, Jamaica, Barbadoes, St. Thomas, and other West Indian 
Islands. According to the Havana Yellow Fever Commission and the 
National Board of Health, the Yellow Fever prevails annually and is indi- 
genous in the Antilles, hence all ships communicating with with those 
ports, must be regarded as coming from infected ports. In like manner all 
European ships touching or communicating with Central and South Ameri- 
can ports within certain latitudes, must be regarded as coming from infected 
ports and in like manner subject to the restrictious of the Ship Island 
Quarantine. 

Had the propositions of the National Board of Health, with reference to 
the Ship Island Quarantine, been accepted by the Board of Health of the 
State ot Louisiana, the commerce of New Orleans would have been destroyed, 
whilst the city would not have been protected, as the Ship Island Quarantine 
was scarcely capable of protecting the coast of Mississippi. 

The Board of Health of the State of Louisiana has protected the commerce 
of the Mississippi Valley, and at the same time has excluded foreign pesti- 
lence, by confining itself to the exercise of the powers conferred upon it by 
the State and Federal Governments, by respecting the rights of commerce 
and health of sister States, and by the rejection of the preposterous schemes 
ofthe National Board of Health. 
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YELLOW FEVER ALARMS. 


False reports with reference to the existence of Yellow Fever in New 
Orleans, were scattered broadcast over the country, a few days after the 
organization of the present Board of Health, and simultaneously with the 
development of the Ship Island scheme. 

Whoever originated these false reports in New Orleans, used other agen 
cies than the daily press, and more especially the electric telegraph for their 
dissemination to distant paris of the United Srates. 

The mortuary records of the Board of Health have been at all times open 
to the public and Medical Profession, and lists have been daily published in 
the papers, of the names of the dead, and in addition to this the weekly mor- 
_tuary has been officially promulgated by the Board of Health in printed 
classified forms to the Boards of Health and Quarantine officers throughout 
the United States. 

The following correspondence is submitted with the simple remark that 
the recurrence of similar alarms during the spring and summer, necessitated 
the coustant weekly and monthly publication of the statistics of the past 
twelve years, and the constant communication by letter and telegraph of 
the real sanitary condition of New Orleans. 

NEW ORLEANS, April 13 1880. 
Surgeon J. T. Turner, M. D., Secretary National Board of Health, Washington, D. C. 


Sir—In the New Orleans ‘‘ Times of this instant the following telegram appears :” 
WASHINGTON, April 12.—Official advices of the National Board of Health show, that 
during the four weeks ending March 27, there had been eleven deaths from Malignant Yel- 
low Fever in New Orleans, and two in Memphis. 
The Board of Health of Louisiana requests to be informed, from whence the National 
Board of Health obtained its official advices in this instance. 
Up to the present moment no case of Yellow Fever has been reported to the Board of 
Health, and no physician has had a case of Yellow Fever during the present year. 
The telegraphic report purporting to come from the National Board of Health is with- 
out foundation, JOSEPH JONES, M. D. 
President Board of Health, State of Louisiana. 
OFFICE BOARD OF HEALTH, STATE OF LOUISIANA. 
New Orleans, April 14, 1880. 





Hon. L. A. Wiltz, Governor State of Louisiana: 


Dear Sir—-I have the honor to submit to ) our Excellency the following reply from the 
Secretary of the National Board of Health, which will explain the mode in which the erro- 
neous statement, telegraphed through the Associate! Press, originated : 

WASHINGTON, D. C., April 14, 1880.—Prot. Joseph Jones, M. D., President Board of 
Health, State of Louisiana: Telegram received. The Associated Press telegraph operator 
is responsible for inserting yellow after the word malignant. The only official advices re- 
ceived so far from New Orleans are the published weekly reports of the Board of Health 
and the mortality cards furnished by this office. No case of Yellow Fever appears in these 
reports. TURNER. 


Upon reference to the printed weekiy statements of mortality by the Board of Health, 
I find the following deaths from fever during the time embraced 1n the original dispatch 
which purported to come from the National Board of Health: 

Week ending March 6.— Malarial fever, unclassified, 1; during this week the total deaths 
from all causes were 82. 

Week ending March 14.—Scarlatina 1, typhoid fever 1, malarial intermittent fever 1, re- 
mittent 1; total deaths 78. 

Week ending March 21 —Measles 2, scarlati a1, typhoid 1; total deaths 30, 

= 
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Week ending March 28.—Measles 1, scarlatina 1, typhoid fever 1, malarial intermittent 
fever 1, malarial congestive fever 8; total deaths 109. 

The total deaths from all causes during tke four weeks, was 354 ; and the total deaths 
from measles, 3; scarlatina, 3; ty phoid fever, 3; malarial fevers (intermittent, remittent 
congestive), 12. 

By comparison with the following statistics, ambracing the total deaths from all 
causes and from fevers dvring the past twelve years, it will be seen that with two exception, 
the present month has been remarkably healthy and free from deaths caused by fevers. 


TOTAL DEATHS FROM ALL CAUSES AND FROM FEVERS IN NEW ORLEANS DURING THE 
MONTHS OF MARCH, DURING THE PAST THIRTEEN YEARS. 


Year. Total Deaths. Malarial Fevers. Typhoid Fever. Yellow Fever. 
1868 345 16 4 oMee 
1869 435 12 2 Liste 
1870 925 15 8 ane 
1871 634 20 14 ahh 
1872 430 20 5 

1873 603 22 3 gel 
1874 A52 12 2 matte 
1875 461 14 4. Bie 9 3 
1876 559 21 9) eaae 
1877 7383 12 5 Sores 
1#78 544 18 1 

1879 376 11 1 

1880 304 12 3 


It will be manifest from the preceding statistics that at the present moment New 
Orleans is in a condition of more than usual good health. 

The number of deaths from the various forms of malarial fever being for the month 
of March, below the average of those years which have been free from epidemic Yellow 
Fever. Respectfully, your obedient servant, 


JOSEPH JONES, M. D., 
PresidentBoard of Health, State of Louisiana. 





NATIONAL BOARD OF HEALTH, Washington, D. C., April 15, 1880. 
Dr. Joseph Jones, President State Board of Health of Louisiana, New Orleans, La. : 


My Dear Doctor—Your telegram of the 13th inst., was received and acknowledged. I am directed by 
the Executive Committee of the Board to give you the history of the matter con oapied in your telegram. A 
mistake was made by the telegraph operator of the Associated Press in interpolating the word ‘yellow’ “be- 
tween the words malignant and fever. This mistake was corrected inside of twelve hours of the issue of the 
first dispatch, and due publicity has been given of such correction. ‘ihe extraordinary amount of attention 
given to this matter illustrates the importance attached to any report from New Orleans, and it would inspire 
confidence in every direction if the State Board of Health of Louisiana would furnish the particulars of all 
cases reported as malignant fever or other fevers which might be mistaken for Yéllow Fever. Such particu- 
lars will be published in the bulletin, if furnished. 
I am, Doctor, very respectfully, &c., T. J. TURNER, Secretary National Board of Health. 





OFFICE BOARD OF HEALTH STATE OF LOUISIANA, 
New Orleans, April 19, 1880. ; 


Surgeon T, J. Turner, M. D., Secretary National Board of Health, Washington, D.C. 


Dear Sir—I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the fifteenth 
‘instant, in which by direction of the Executive Committoe of the National Board of Heulth 
the Secretary was directed to give the history of ile saatter concerned in the telegram of 
the thirteenth instant, and in reply beg leave respecttully to submit the following : 

1. ‘“ The mistake made by the Telegraph Operator of the Associated Press in interpo- 
lating thé word ‘ Yellow” between the words malignant and fever, created intense excite- 
ment in this City and State, and in those States which are intimately associated with Louis- 
iana by Geographical position and commercial relations. 

2. Upon thorough investigation, I find that no case of féver bearing any resemblance 
to Yellow Fever, has occurred in New Orleans during the present year. 

3. It will be perceived that in the weekly mortuary reports of the State Board of 
Health, that under the head of malarial fevers the terms congestive or malignant are used as 
designating one of the well known forms of paroxysmal or paludal fevers common to all 
parts of the Valley of the Mississippi and to all Towns and Cities situated upon or near 
those river courses emptying into the Atlantic Ocean. 

4. The term of congestive or malignant malarial fever, is evidently used on the Death 
Report of the Louisiana State Board of Health as synonymous with pernicious malarial 
fever, Theso-called congestive, malignant or pernicious fever of the Mississippi Valley, 
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occur at all times, and have been known by various names, as cold plague etc. This class 
of fevers differs in no essential symptom or pathological alteration from the common inter- 
mittent and remittent fevers of all parts of the United States. 

5. It is well known that any one of the varied forms of malarial, paroxysmal or 
marsh fever, may suddenly assume the so-called congestive or pernicious type. 

6. It is evident, therefore, from the preceding facts that a gross error was committed, 
not merely by the telegraph operator by the insertion of the word yellow, after the word 
malignant, but by the authority furnishing the information to the Associated Press, that 
during the four weeks ending March 27 there had been eleven deaths from malignant (Yel- 
low) Fever in New Orleans. 

The correct statement would have referred the deaths to malarial, conjestive or malig- 
nant fever. The grave error consists in the exclusion of the terms malarial, con sestive, 
which con]d have conveyed a definite idea as to the true nature of the disease in question, 
and would have created no alarm in the minds of those who are capable of controlling 
public opinion in such matters. 

7. In connection with this subject it is due to the City of New Orleans that the fol- 
lowing facts be laid before the National Board of Health. 

Upon reference to the printed weekly statements of mortality of the Board of Health, 
I find the following deaths occurred from fevers, during the time embraced in the original 
dispatch which purported to come from the National Board of Health. (The table pre- 
sented in a communication to Governor Wiltz was here presented.) 

It will be manifest, from the preceeding statement, that at the present moment New Or- 
leans is in a condition of more than usual health. ’ 

The number of deaths for the month of March, 1880, from the various forms of malarial 
rovers, is below the average of those years which have been free from Epidemic Yellow 

ever. 

By reference to the National Board of Health bulletin for the week ending March 27, 
1880, I find the total number of deaths in New York to be 543; of which malarial fevers 
caused 13, enteric 8. 

The percentage representing «n aunual death rate per 1000 in New York during the 
op ending March 27 was 25.8, while that of New Orleans is placed a trifle higher, name- 

Vrrtel. 
ri 8. I cannot fully subscribe to the following statement contained in your letter of 
pril 13: 

“The extraordinary amount of attention given to this matter illustrates the importance 
attached to any report from New Orleans and it would inspire confidenee in every direc- 
tion if the State Board of Health of Louisiana would furnish the particulars of all cases 
. reported as malignant fevers, or other fevers which might be mistaken for Yellow Fever. 
Such particulars will be published in the Bulletin, if furnished.” 

The entire valley of the Mississippi is subject at all times to the various forms of mala- 
rial fevers, varying in form and intensity according to the season, etc.; and these have been 
described upon various occasions by numerous able Western and Southern medical writers, 
and I can see no good to accrue to this city and to this section of the country by a continual 
agitation of the public mind by the publication of cases of well-known fevers in the Bulle- 
tin of the National Board of Health, which holds a medium ground between the daily 
newspapers and the regular medical journals published in almost every city. 

In conclusion, allow me to say that the officers and members of the Board of Health 
of the State of Louisiana repose implicit confidence in the intelligence, integrity and 
patriotism of the medical profession of New Orleans and of the State of Louisiana, and it is 
their determination to deal candidly and truthfully with all questions relating to the health 
and sanitation of the city of New Orleans and of the shipping in the Mississippi River. 


Respectfully, your obedient servant, JOSEPH JONES, M. D., 
President Board of Health, State of Louisiana. 
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ALARM CREATED BY THE OCCURRENCE OF TME CASE 
OF YELLOW FEVER ON THE BARK EXCELSIOR 
AND INVESTIGATIONS RESULTING 
TMEREFROM., 


The Tennessee State Board of Health issued a quarantine circular against 
New Orleans, on the 14th of July, predicated upon the following erroneous 
statements: 


‘‘ Whereas, one death from Yellow Fever, and two other cases, have 
occurred in New Orleans among the crew of the coffee ship Hacelsior, from 
Rio de Janerio; and 

Whereas, the history of said ship, as recited at a meeting of the Louisiana 
State Board of Health, held in the city of New Orleans, on the 12th instant, 
conclusively shows that the vessel and her cargo are infected with Yellow 
Fever; that her infected cargo-is now stored in a warehouse in that city ; 
and that her captain, some members of her crew, and a large number of vis- 
itors, as well as persons (seventy-five or more) who were engaged in and 
about said infected vessel in breaking out cargo, and in handling, draying 
and storing her infected merchandise, are scattered throughout said city,” 
etc. 

The full report from which the Léerisiena Board puports to have drawn 
these facts, stated that but one case had occurred on board the Bark Excel- 
sior, and that said Bark had been removed to the Quarantine Station. 

No allusion whatever was made in this quarantine proclamation to the 
prompt and efficient measures instituted by the Na#ienal-Board of Health for 
the disinfection of the cargo and for the isolation of the Excelsior by forcibly 
seizing her and remanding her back to the Mississippi Quarantine Station, 
some seventy-five miles down the Mississippi River. Neither was it true 
‘that her eaptain” and “some members of her crew” were scattered through- 
out New Orleans. 

Immediately upon the arrival of the bark Excelsior the captain went up 
up on the Jackson Railroad, some seventy-five miles, and did not return for 
some time, and was entirely ignorant of the fate of his ship, until informed 
by telegraph. 

Not one of the crew was left behind in New Orleans. 

The State Board of Mississippi issued its quarantine circular on the six- 
teenth of July. 

The National Board of Health bulletin of July 17, contains the following: 


YELLOW FEVER REPORTS. 


- NEW ORLEANS, La.—A dispatch from Dr. S. M. Bemiss, member of the National Board of Health, dated 
July 11, reports one case of Yellow Fever on board the Excelsior from Rio Janeiro. The case was at once 
ets to hospital, and the city is reported as healty.—National Board of Health Bulletin, vol. 2, No: 3, pp. 


The quarantine circulars of the Tennessee and Mississippi Boards of 
Health were published in the National Board of Health Bulletin, Vol. 2. 
No. 4, dated Washington, D. C., Saturday, July 24, 1880, and this issue of 
the official organ of the National Board of Health contained the following 
account of the bark Excelsior: 


\ \ 
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YELLOW FEVER CASE AT NEW ORLEANS 


_ On Saturday, the tenth of July, 1880, at 10 a. m., James Kenney, aged 19, a native of Scotland, was ad 
mitted to the Touro Infirmary, from the Swedish bark Excelsior, presenting symptoms of Yellow Fever. 
i The bark Excelsior was then lying at the foot of Calliope streeet, post 13, First District. 

This vessel, 450 tons, S. L. Bjorkgren, master, sailed from London the seventeenth of February, 1880, 
and arrived at Rio de Janeiro, April 13, 1880 ; left Rio the tenth of May, and arrived at Mississippi Quarantine 
Station June 24, having been on the voyage about forty-six days. The crew consisted of three officers and 
nine seaman No case of sickness occurred at Rio or on the voyage to the Mississippi Quarantine Station. The 
vessel was detained at the Quarantine twelve days. The cargo consisted of 3600 sacks of coffee ; ballast of 
granite rock. She left the Quarantine and arrived at New Orleans on the morning of the fifth of July, and 
commenced discharging cargo, which was deposited in the Montgomery Warehouse, on Fulton, between Julia 
and St. Joseph streets. 

The case of Yellow Fever was not developed until the vessel had been for sixty-two hours at the wharf 
at New Orleans.—National Board of Health Bulletin, July 29, 1880, vol. 2, No. 4, p. 458. 


It will be observed that not the slightest allusion was made (or has ever 
been made, as far as our information extends) by the «National Board of 
Health Bulletin to the means instituted by the Board of Health of the State 
of Louisiana in the removal and isolation of the infected vessel. 

The publication of the two quarantine circulars of the Tennessee and Mis- 
sissippi Boards of Health in almost juxtaposition with the “ Yellow Fever 
case at New Orleans,” without giving any particulars, was calculated to ex- 
cite alarm and distrust throughout the Mississippi Valley. 

We have some evidence of what was really the action of onc, at least, of 


the agents of the National Board of Health in the fullowing account pub- 
lished in tha Natahar M.--~-—-+ 4 


ERRATA. 
Page 68—Line 15—For “ Louisiana” read “ Tennessee.” 
Page 68—Line 19—For “ National” read ‘ Louisiana.” 


Page 135—Line 16—For “evidence” read ‘ credence.” 


eva ated uo wuro cuuresseu Dy the executive officer of the 
Board of Health to Dr. John ©. Inge and Dr. T. S. Sharpe, directing their at- 
tention to the inaccuracies in the statements of Dr. Reilly, of the National 
Board of Health, and exposing their mischievous tendencies. 
A protest against the quarantines established against New Orleans by the 
Boards of Health of Mississippi and Tennessee was addressed to the Acting 
Governor of the State of Louisiana, from which we extract the following : 


OFFICE BOARD OF HEALTH, July 21, 1880. 
Lieutenant Governor S. D. McEnery, Acting Governor State of Louisiana. “ 


Sir—I have the honor to submit the following facts relative to the Quarantine estab- 
lished against the city of New Orleans and State of Louisiana, by the State Board of 
Health of Tennessee on the 14th instant, and by the Mississippi State Board of Health on 
the 16th instant. 

The proclamation of the Mississippi State Board of Health, is officially approved by the 
Governor of the State, his Excellency J. M. Stone; on the other hand the Tennessee decree 
is signed by the President and Secretary of the State Board of Health. 

The said Quarantine proclamations are made upon the supposition, that in some unde- 
fined and unknown way, contagion may be communicated to the States of Mississippi and 
Tennessee, by the crew and cargo of the Swedish Bark “ Excelsior,” which reached»this 
harbor on the 5th of July. 

The entire facts of the case have been presented to your Excellency, and have been 
officially announced and published to the world by the Board of Health of the State of 
Louisiana, and it is unnecessary to recount the circumstances attending the prompt 
removal of the vessel, and the thorough disinfection and isolation of the cargo, twelve 
days ago. 

The important facts to be considered, are 

1.. The occurrence of an imported case of Yellow Fever in a foreign ship from a foreign 
port does not constitute the port in which such case occurs, ‘‘an infected port,” 
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2. The only case of Yellow Fever which has occurred within the limits of New Or- 
Jeans up to this moment, 2 p.m., July 21, 1880, originated on board the bark Excelsior, 
fifty-two (52) days after leaving Rio, on the seventh day of July. 

Fourteen days bave elapsed since the occurrence of this case, and eleven days since 
the death and burial of the patient, and the prompt removal of the vessel and crew to the 
Mississippi Quarantine Station, seventy-five miles below the city. 

This period is twice as long as that specified by the National Board of Health as con- 
stituting the »eriod of incubation of the Yellow Fever poison. 

3. Notwithstanding tbe erroneous statements embodied in the quarantine proclama- 
tions of Tennessee and Mississippi, the official statement of the Sanitary Inspector of the 
First District, who was charged with the execution of the order of the President of the 
Board of Health, shows that only eighteen colored men and two white men were employed 
in the discharge of the cargo of the Excelsior. 

Careful watch has been kept with reference to these men, as well as those employed in 
the Montgomery Warehouse, which received the cargo of the Excelsior, and up to the 
present moment not a single case of fever of any description has occurred within the limits 
of the City of New Orleans. 

4. A careful inspection of the Charity Hospital, Hotel Dieu, and other charitable insti- 
tutions reveals the absence of aH forms of fever. 

5. A careful inspection of the shipping in the harbor of New Orleans, reveals the impor- 
tant fact that not a case of fever exists among the seamen. 

6. As will be seen by the enclosed weekly statement of mortality of New Orleans, 
embodied from the State records on file at the State-House, the total deaths for New Or- 
leans during the past week was only 100, giving a death-rate of about 23 in 1000 per an- 
num. Of this number, only six were caused by the various fevers of malarial or swamp 
forms, which prevail at all times and in all seasons in the valley of the Mississippi. 

7. The mortuary records of New Orleans establish beyond controversey the facts 
that 

(a.) New Orleans is absolutely free from Yellow Fever; 

(b.) New Orleans at the present time has as low a death-rate as any city of the same 
or smaller or larger size within the bounds of the United States. 

(c.) Not a case of sunstroke occurred during the past week in New Orleans, whilst 
numerous cases have been reported in New York, Philadelphia, St. Louis and other cities. 

8. In view of these facts, the quarantine established against the city of New Orleans 
and the State of Lonisiana, by the physicians of Tennessee and Mississippi, must be regarded 
as unnecessary, unwise, ungenerous and unconstitutional. * * * 

With great respect, I have the honor to remain your obedient servant, 

JOSEPH JONES, M. D., 
President Board of Health, State of Louisiana. 


INVESTIGATION INTO THE SANITARY CONDI- 
TION OF NEW ORLEANS 


AND THE NATURE OF THE QUARANTINE REGULATIONS BY 
THE BOARD OF HEALTH OF THE STATE OF LOU. 
ISIANA, INSTITUTED BY THE GOV- 

ERNOR OF TEXAS. | 


Dr. R. Rutherford, formerly of Columbus, Georgia (but at the time of this 
investigation instituted by Gov. Roberts, of Texas, a resident of Houston, 
Texas), arrived in New Orleans on the twenty-first of July, and announced 
himself as the Health Officer of Texas, under instructions from his Excellency, 
C. M. Roberts, Governor of Texas, to inquire into the sanitary condition of 
New Orleans, and more especially into the facts connected with the bark Ex: 


celsior. 
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Said investigation was suggested to the Governor of Texas by S. M. Be- 
miss, M. D., resident member of the National Board of Health. ) 

The President of the Board of Health of the State of Louisiana afforded 
every facility to the agent of the Governor of Texas for a thorough investi- 
gation of the sanitary condition of New Orleans, and more especially for all 
facts connected with the bark Excelsior. 

All the records of the Board of Health were thrown open for his inspec- 
tion and examination. He was conducted to the wharf at which the Exeel- 
sior lay, to the warehouse in which the coftee was stored, the Charity Hospi- 
tal and the Hotel Dieu. 

The Sanitary Inspector of the First District, who had fumigated the coffee 
of the bark Excelsior was instructed to furnish all facts and information, and 
also to muster all men engaged in the handling of the coffee of the Excelsior 
in the presence of the Health Officer of Texas. 

A steam tugboat was also chartered for the conveyance of his Excellency, 
Lieut. Gov. McEnery, Acting Governor of the State of Louisiana, and a com- 
mittee of the Board of Health to visit the Quarantine Station, and in order 
to afford the Health Officer of Texas an opportunity to make a truthful re- 
port to the Chief Executive of his State. 

The following is the report of this visit as taken from the daily Picayune: 


A TRIP TO QUARANTINE STATION. 





VISIT OF A COMMITTEE OF THE BOARD OF HEALTH AND DR. RUTHERFORD OF 
TENSAS—CONDITION OF THE STATION AND ITS SURROUNDINGS. 


On Wednesday morning the committee appointed by Dr. Joseph Jones, President of the 
Louisiana State Board of H-alth, to inspect the Mississippi Quarantine Station, consisting 
of Dr. J. C. Beard, chairman, and Drs. J. P. Davidson and F. Loeber, proceeded to Quaran- 
tine Station on the tugboat Charlie Wood. The committee was accompanied by Acting 
Governor McEnery, Dr. R. Rutherford and wife, Drs. F. Formento and E. T. Shepard, of the 
State Board of Health, Stanhope Jones, and the members of the press. Dr. J. F. Finney, 
Resident Physician of the station also formed one of the party. 

“Nothing worthy of special mention transpired until the vessels lying off the quarantine 
grounds were sighted. These proved to be the bark Excelsior and three steamships. The 
four wereranged in a line with each other, and were all within about the space ofa mile. 
First appeared the bark looking remarkably trim and neat, her masts and yards resembling 
those of a newly built vi ssel, being very clean and orderly. The steamships Margaret, 
from Havana, Author from Colon, and Australia from Vera Cruz, followed in the order as 
named.’ 

“At the Quarantine wharf the party disembarked, Dr. Finney proceeding at once to 
his residence, this being his first visit to the station since the accident he met with two 
weeks ago by falling twenty-three feet, in stepping at night through the open hatchway of 
an iron steamship. That he was not either instantly killed or fatally injured is surprising, 
as nothing intervened to break the fall, andthere was no cargo whatever in that part of the 
hold. Beyond cutting his face and forehead, bruising his body and crushing together the 
bones of the foot which struck the hold, he received no further injury and is rapidly recov- 
ering from the effects of the fall, although he will probably continue on crutches two or 
three weeks longer, the foot being still very painful and much swollen. 

“‘It¢ having been reported from Texas that the bark Execlsior was improperly and not 
sufficiently fumigated after her arrival at Quarantine Station from Rio Janeiro, a careful 
and thorough ivnestigatian was made by the committee in presence of Dr. Rutherford, the 
State Quarantine Officer of Texas, and the members of the press. 

“Capt. Chas. H. Merritt, Chief Custom-house Inspector, at the Quarantine Station, re- 
ports that he boarded the bark Excelsior on her arrival from Rio, on the 25th day of June, 
unsealed her hatches, and resealed the same on the 5th day of July. Capt. Merritt states 
that he can assert that the vessel was fumigated, and that no one was sick on board to his 
knowledge, while the bark was at Quarantine Station during the eleven days of her deten- 
tion ; that he boarded the Excelsior a number of times during her detention at quarantine, 
and smelled sulphur on board several times, thus showing that she was either undergoing 
the process of fumigation or had just been fumigated previous to his going on board. 
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“Dr. J. F. Finney, Quarantine Physician, states that the condition of the Excelsior as 
regards cleanliness was about the same as the average of sailing vessels. No sickness on 
board while at the Quarantine Station. The Excelsior was fumigated repeatedly. At each 

fumigation between sixty and seventy pounds of sulphur were used. The bilge water was 
pumped out and replaced by a solution of copperas and carbolic acid. This, Dr. Finney 
states is done to all vessels quarantined, they being inspected and thoroughly cleansed, 
although not coming from infected ports. 

“Dr. C. P. Wilkinson, Assistant Resident Physician at the Quarantine Station, and all 
the boatmen, corroborate the statements of Capt. Merritt and Dr. Finney. Since the return 
of the bark to Quarantine Station, Dr. Wilkinson states that two of the crew have died of 
Yellow Fever, aud a third is convalescing. No other person is sick on the four vessels lying 
at the Station or at the Quarantine grounds or neighborhood on either side of the river to 
his knowledge. No communication is allowed between vessels while undergoing quaran- 
tine. The bark Excelsior bad only about one-third of a cargo. This was shifted from one 
part of the hold. to the other and thoroughly fumigated. The hold was well ventilated. 
The crew of the Quarantine Physician’s boat are all acclimated. 

““G. T. Wilkstrom, mate of the bark Excelsior, stated in answer to the question of Dr. 
Beard, that the vessel arrived and departed from the Mississippi Quarantine Station as 
stated above. No one was sick at sea or at Rio de Janeiro The crew went ashore at Rio twice 
during the stay of the vessel off that port. Upon arriving at the Mississippi Quarantine 
Station the vessel was fumigated four times. So dense were the fumes arising therefrom 
that the crew were obl'ged to sleep on deck and even the cabin was soimpregnated with the 
sulphur, as to render it impossible for the officers to sleep there during the nights when 
the vesse! had been fumigated. 

“The officers consisted at that time of the captain, two mates and a crew of nine 
men. The bark Excelsior was twenty-nine days at Rio. The crew went below seven or 
eight times while at sea. The voyage from Rio to New Orleans occupied fifty-six days. At 
the Mississippi Quarantine Station the whole crew assisted in shifting the cargo prepara- 
tory to fumigation. The bilge water was pumped out. At first it was very foul, but 
prepnally became less so. No one on board the vessel was sick at sea or at the Quarantine 

tation.” ; 


_ Dr. Rutherford was also invited to attend the regular meeting of the Board 
of Health of the State of Louisiana, held for the purpose of considering the 
Report of the Committee. 

The following is an extract from the minutes of the Board of Health, held 
Thursday evening, July 22, 1880, in the State Capitol : Aon 

Dr. Rutherford, after being introduced to the Board of Health by the Pre- 
sident, stated “ that as he would have to return to Texas, before another 
meeting of the Board would be held, he desired to thank the President and 
members of the Louisiana State Board of Health, for the counrtesies shown 
and facilities rendered him in prosecuting to completion the duties that called 
him to New Orleans, Dr. Rutherford then said, that it afforded him great 
pleasure and satisfaction to state that from his own personal investigation he 
was able to confirm every statement made to Texas, by the Louisiana State 
Board, relative to the bark Excelsior, and the true sanitary condition of the 
city of New Orleans.” 

The following is the official Report of Dr. Rutherford, as published in the 
papers of Texas and Louisiana : 

[The Galveston News, Augast 3, 1880.] 
KRUTHERFORD’S REPORT—AN INEFFECTIVE QUARANTINE. 
The report made by Dr. Rutherford, State Health Officer, after his return from his in- 

vestigating trip to New Orleans, and forwarded to the Governor, was sent to the Board of 
Health by request and received yesterday. The document received appears to be the origi- 


nal and was accompanied by no note or comment from the Governor. The following is what 
Dr. Rutherford says: 


Houston, Trex., July 27, 1880.—To His Excellency O. M. Roberts, Governor of Texas: 
My Dear Sir—Your letter of instruction, dated July 16, 1880, reached my band the morning 
of the eighteenth, and upon the morning of the nineteenth I left Houston for New Orleans, 
stopping at Galveston and apprising Dr. Watts and his Board of your orders, which orders 
met their unanimous approval. Arrived in New Orleans evening’ of the twenty-first, was 


td 
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met by Dr. Joseph Jones, President of the Board of Health, and arranged for routine of in- 
vestigation upon the twenty-second. I divided, my work into four parts, beginning first 
with the ship, her location, as to probable infection of localities or persons in New Orleans, 
and found that she had occupied, fortunately, a place at a wharf that was a thousand yards 
removed from the nearest dwellings, among which buildings was the Touro Infirmary, to 
which place the only case of Yellow Fever that occurred during the ship’s stay at New Or- 
leans was taken. The ship herself was removed to Quarantine at Mississippi Station, sev- 
enty-five miles below the city, with the remainder of the crew on board. The ship had 
been retained upon her first arrival ten days at Quarantine, and was fumigated three times 
during that period. Upon her arrival at ‘the wharf she was again subjected to fumes of 
burning sulphur and then her cargo was removed to Montgomery warehouse, on Calliope 
street. 

Second—tThe disposition of this cargo and its location as to infection. There were 3600 
bags of this coffee, and upon examination of the warehouse books found that only 3006 re- 
mained upon the twenty-third instant, so here was 594 bags of coffee to be found. This at 
first nobody seemed willing to tell me; but by a series of pumping I did find out the desti- 
nation of every bag, which was as follows: 379 to St. Louis, 180 to Houston, Texas., 15 to 
Shreveport, La, all of which had been shipped out before fever was discovered on 
the vessel. 

Third—The hands employed in unloading the ship, draymen and warehousemen who 
received it, and after two days’ work got them together and tound them all well, upon the 
morning of the twenty-fourth instant, seventeen days after their connection with the ship 
and her cargo, which pleased me noi a little. 

Fourth—The hospital and general sanitary condition of the city, which after visiting all 
of them I found that the city was exceptionally clear of all infectious diseases for the pres- 
ent. I also under this head will report unfavorably of the manner in which the quarantine 
is performed at Mississippi Station, below New Orleans, vessels from Vera Cruz and Havana 
only being detained seventy-two hours at Quarantine before being allowed to come up to 
the wharves at the city, which would only make them five days from wharf to wharf re- 
spectively at Havana and New Orleans; and also inclose you copy of cipher, given me by 
Dr. Bemiss, of which [ retain a copy, the doctor promising most positively to send by wire 
even suspicious cases, and this I consider the only safeguard against the careless quarantine 
now enforced. I very much hope that the merchants’ voice will reach the Board of Health 
in time to make them more careful in the near future. The former are almost univiversally 
in favor of more stringent quarantine. I shall try to visit Austin in the next three days, 
and will have more that I can tell you which should not properly be spoken of in this report. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, R. RUTHERFORD, Mm. D. and 8S. H. Ow. 


It is not material that the testimony of Dr. R. Rutherford should be 
examined in detail, as the testimony of the Honorable Dr. McClanahan 
and of the Honorable N. N. John of Galveston, Texas, will be recorded in 
full upon the same points; butit is material that the following statement 
should be considered: Dr. Rutherford, Healtb Officer of Texas, and repre- 
senting the Governor of Texas, after according to his own statement being 
afforded by the President and members of the Board of Health of the 
State of Louisiana, every facility for the thorough investigation of the sani- 
tary condition of the city and of the facts connected with the bark Excelsior, 
and the conduct of the Mississippi Quarantine Station, reports to the Chief 
Executive of Texas: 

‘The hospital and general sanitary condition of the city, which after visit- 
ing all of them, I found that the city was exceptionally clear of all infectious 
diseases for the present.” ° 

‘“‘T also under this head, will report unfavorably of the manner in which the 
quarantine is performed at Mississippi Station, below New Orleans, vessels 
from Vera Cruz and Havana only, being detained seventy-two hours at 
Quarantine, before being allowed to come up to the wharves at the city, which 
would only make them five days from wharf to wharf, respectively at Havana 
and New Orleans: And also inclose you copy of cipher, given me by Dr. Bemiss, 
of which I retain a copy, the doctor promising most positively to send by wire 
even suspicious cases, and this I consider the only safeguard against the careless 
quaranime now enforced,” 
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S. M. Bemiss, M. D., member of the National Board of Health, residing in 
New Orleans, and accredited by the National Government, as representing 
the sanitary interests ot Louisiana, did not communicate his cipher to the 
Board ot Health of the State of Louisiana, and this Board would have been 
profoundly ignorant of the secret measures adopted by the National Board of 
Health, if the communication of Dr. Rutherford had not found its way into 
the columns of the daily press. 

The investigations ot the Health officer of Texas, and his conference with 
the member of the National Board of Health in New Orleans, resuited in the 
determination to protect the great state of Texas by a cipher. 


INVESTIGATION OF THE SANITARY CONDI- 
DIN QD Boa ECW OO ee IN 


AND THE CONDUCT OF THE QUARANTINE OF THE STATE 
BOARD BY THE DELEGATION OF THE GAL- 
-VESTON BOARD OF HEALTH. 


The investigation instituted by the Governor of Texas, not being entirely 
satisiactory to the health authorities of Galveston, telegraphic communica- 
tions was sent to the President of the Louisiana Board, inquiring if a com- 
mission would be received. 

The following statement embodies the results of this correspondence, and 
the conclusions arrived at by the members of the Galveston Board of Health: 


[Telegram.] 


GALVESTON, July 30.—To Dr. Jones and Dr.Bemiss, New Orleans: Telegram received. The detention at ~ 
your quarantine not satisfactory. Will send two members of the Board of Health to your city for conference, 
if your reply gives encouragement to do so. é W.-D. KELLEY, M. D. 


CHAS. FOWLER. 





{Telegram. ] 


BOARD OF HEALTH, New Orleans, July 30, 1880. 
To Dr. W.D. Kelly, Galveston Board of Health : 
Send member of your Board of Health. 

Detention of vessel at Quarantine, according to rules of National Board of Health. 

New Orleans in good sanitary condition and free from epidemic fevers of every description. 

Telegraph condition of Galveston and direct your committee to bring ofiivial reports. 

JOSEPH JONES, M. D. 

The resident member Of the National Board of Health was requested to affix his signature to this tele 

gram. The following is his reply : 
NATIONAL BOARD OF HEALTH, New Orleans, July 31, 1880. 

Dr. Joseph Jones, President State Board of Health : 


Dear Sir—I have respectfully to state that I did not think it proper to affix my signature to your tele- 
gram in answer to that of the Galveston Board of Health, brought to me last night, but sent by the same mes- 
sengers the following over my own Signature: ‘‘ National Board states minimum for detention, but does not 
prescribe limits for local Boards. Hope committee will be sent. City free from sickness. Signed, Bemiss.”’ 

Very respectfully, etc., S. 4. BEMISS, Member National Board of Health. 


BoaRD OF HEALTH, New Orleans, July 31, 1880.—To Dr. W. D. Kelley, Galveston Board of Health: Hope 
that you will come with committee from Galveston Board of Health. wall give committee every facility for 
investigation, and will endeavor to make all quarantine matters satisfaatory. 
City in state of remarkable health. Death-rate continually decreasing ; only fifty-three deaths from all 
causes during the past six days. City absolutely free from all contagious and infectious diseases. 
JOSEPH JONES, M. D. 
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[Telegram. } 


HOUSTON, Texas, July 31, 1880. 
Dr. Joseph Jones, President Louisiana State Board: 
I have this morning been informed by Chas. Fowler that Galveston will quarantine your city, unless 
your quarantine regulations are made more stringent at once. I do this as your friend, that you may (fend 
yourself and not officially. R. RUTHERFORD. 





The committee appointed by the Galveston Board of Health, consisting 
of Mr. Thomas McOlanahan and Mr N. N. John, arrived in New Orleans on 
the evening of the fourth of August. 

Every facility was aftorded to these gentlemen by the President of the 
Louisiana State: Board for a thorough investigation of the sanitary condition 
of the city, and the quarantine regulations, and a meeting of the Board of 
Health was called to meet the committee. 


[The Daily Picayune, Tuesday morning, Aug. 19, 1880.] 
THE GALVESTON DELEGATION—THEY FIND THE HEALTH AND SANITARY CON- 


DITION OF NEW ORLEANS VERY GOOD, AND WILL SO REPORT TO THE 
GALVESTON BOARD. 


A special mesting of the Louisiana State Board of Health was held last evening, Dr. 
Joseph Jones, President, in the chair. 

Present—Drs Davidson, Loeber, Shepherd. and Messrs. Marks and Brewster. 

Dr. Jones said the special meeting was called to receive the delegation from Galveston, 
Dr. Thos. McClanahan and N.N. John, Esq., of the Galveston Board of Health, who were 
present. Dr. Jones then requested the gentlemen to address the Board on the questions 
that called them to New Orleans. 

Dr. McCianahan said the purpose of the visit was one of pacification, and that he was 
chosen by the Galveston Board one of the committee to visit New Orleans because he held 
conservative views relative to quarantine. 

The Board of Health of Galveston were under the impression that in all cases where 
vessels come from infected ports there was only a detention at quarantine of seventy-two 
hours. This was not considered to be sufficient for security by the Galveston Board. 

Just previous to leaving Galveston Dr. McClanahan.said a resolution was written out 
to be offered at the special meeting of the board, which proposed immediate quarantine 
against New Orleans on this account. The result, however, was that more conservative 
counsel prevailed, which finally terminated in the appointment of the committee. 
in Dr. McClanahan said he was perfectly satisfied of the good health ot the city of New 

rleans. 

At Quarantive Station, hesaid, everything was evidently being done and had been 
done to prevené the introduction of infections or contagious diseases to the city. There 
were, however, some of the members of the Galveston board who could not be prevailed 
upon to believe that seventy-two hours detention of vessels was sufficient. 

If again, Dr. McCianahan remarked, a resolution should be offered to quarantine New 
Orleans, he would certainly vote against it. The reporting of every case of Yellow Fever, 
attending to the sanitary condition of the shipping and of the city of New Orleans would 
have considerable effect in averting quarantine, but a longer detention of vessels—say ten 
days—from Havana, Rio Janeiro and Vera Cruz, he believed would keep up commercial 
relations between New Orleans and Galveston all summer, 

At Galveston, it must be remembered, Dr. McClanahan continued, there were no hos- 
pitals, quarantine station, or buildings which necessitated therefore perfect non-intercourse 
in case of 4hreatened danger of yellow fever. 

Dr. McClanahan had no suggestions to make. He had seen what the Louisiana State 
Board of Health as well as the Auxiliary Sanitary Association had done. The present free 
intercourse might be continued as in the past, but he said he could not answer for the action 
of the Galveston Board if another case of Yellow Fever should appear in New Orleans with 
only the seventy-two hours detention at the Mississippi Quarantine Station. 

Mr. N. N. John said he was no speaker, and was unable todo the subject full justice. 
Applications had been made to the National Board of Health and the State of Texas for 
aid in the construction of proper quarantine buildings, which had been refused. 

The City of Galveston had appropriated only the sum of five hundred dollars for the 
use of the Board. | | 

Mr. John said he was an ultra strong non-intercourse member of the Board whenever 
there was any danger of Yellow Fever being bronght from New Orleans. It was life or 
death to from fifteen to twenty thousand people in Galveston alone. He was not, however, 
vlarmed sufficiently by one case of Yellow Fever in New Orleans to establish quarantine 
against her for that reason alone, 
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Seventy-two hours will not answer, he said, for detentions of vessels from infected 
orts. 
d Mr. John then touched upon the cireemstance of the resolution to quarantine against 
New Orleans, the postponement of action and the appointment of the committee to Visit 
New Orleans. ra 

Mr. John observed that when the papers, like the New Orleans Times of this morning, 
said the intention of Galveston, in establishing a quarantine against New Orleans was 
mercenary, the same was false and malicious. ; 

Relative te the Mississippi Quarantine Station, Mr. John said he would make some 
changes relative to the buildings there, but taken altogether, the whole investigation 
might be said to be most satisfactory to both of them. 

When he and Dr. McClanahan went home and made their report it would be satisfac: 
torily received. Make the concession they asked for—ten days from dock to dock fron 
Wavana and Vera Cruz—and he believed with Dr. McClanahan that there would be ho 
quarantine against New Orleans this summer. ; a V8) 

Mr. Marks stated he had listened with a great deal of interest and attention to the re- 
marks of the two gentlemen, and he believed the other members were satisfied that they 
were earnest and true in everything they had said in the desire expressed to preserve the 
commercial relations between the two cities. ‘ 

Having called upon the parties having steamships running to Havana and Vera Cruz, 
Mr. Marks said that they were all willing to extend the time to ten days from dock te dock 
from these ports to the wharf at New Orleans, in order that commercial relations may con- 
tinue with this city without interruption, all business men in this city agreeing that quar- 
antining against New Orleans just as the railroad connecting Louisiana with Texas was 
about to be completed would be most disastrous. . 

The committee from Galveston found that seventy-two hours was the mininium time of 
detention at the Mississippi Quarantine Station, and that vessels had been detained eight, 
nine. ten, twelve or fifteen days, for no other reason than because it was deemed imprudent 
for them to come to the city in less time. When a vessel with Yellow Fever arrived 
at the Quarantine Station she was detained there as long as the Board deemed proper. 
While the lives of the people of the whole Mississipi Valley and Texas were considered, the 
lives also of thousands of unacclimated persons in this city had to be protected. 

Dr. Davidson desired to thank Dr. McClanahan and Mr. John for the manly expressions 
uttered by them as well as for their candor and moderate views. The Galveston Board had 
acted most wisely in sending a delegation to New Orleans. as their report would be calenu- 
lated to allay panic. If similar action was taken by other neighboring Boards of Health, a 
spirit of amity, professional zeal and devotion to conservative medicine and the general 
good of the public health would result thereby and avert many of the dire evils that othere 
wise come upon us. 

When Dr. Davidson had concluded his remarks, Mr. John said: ‘‘ Thank you—Dr. Mce- 
Clanahan and John won’t go back on what they’ve said.” 

Dr. Jones referred to the great work accomplished by the establishment of a thorough 
system of inspection. Under the old plan the case of the bark Excelsior might have been 
overlooked. Coffee shipped from Rio Janeiro had especially been the cause of anxiety. The 
thorough disinfection of coffee in warehouses was evidenced in the case of the cargo of the 
bark Excelsior. Although 3600 bags were landed, not a single case occurred therefrom. 

Dr. McClanaham expressed himself as entirely satisfied with what had been done, and 
said he found the sanitary arrangements here far in advance of anything known to him 
before, and was satisfied with the strict enforcement of the act of 1876 on quarantine. 

Dr. Jones referred to the kind spirit shown by the representatives of the Galveston 
Board, and thanked them for their courteous attention. f 

Dr. Davidson moved that the Board go into executive session. 

The motion was carried. 

Dr. Formento entered the room at this time, having been detained on professional busi- 
ness, While Dr. Beard, who had been holding an antopsy, did not arrive until after execu- 
tive session. 

When the doors were opened, the following resolutions, offered by Dr. Davidson, were 
given to the press, having been adopted while the board was in executive session : 

Resolved, That from the promulgation of this action of the Board of Health of the State 
of Louisiana, all vessels arriving from infected ports in the West Indies and Mexico, and 
elsewhere, the quarantine pratique shall embrace the period of ten daysfrom wharf to wharf 
seventy-two hours of which shall be at the Mississippi Quarantine Station for disinfection, 
fumigation and observation. 

Resolved, That the Board of Health ofthe State of Louisiana hereby extend to the Board 
of Health of Galveston their deep sense of the amicable spirit animating them in consider- 
ing a question of a quarantine against New Orleans, and that they recognize in the appoint- 
ment of gentlemen representing different shades of opinion in the Board of Health, as dele- 
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gates to this board. the highest evidence of their determination to preserve, if possible, the 
mutually beneficial commercial relations of the two cities. 

Resolved, That this board cordially reciprocates a spirit ef kindness and good feeling on 
the part of the Galveston Board of Health. 





[The Galveston News, Thursday, August 12, 1820.7 
PERFECTLY SATISFIED. 


RETURN OF DR. McCLANAHAN, OF THE BOARD OF HEALTH, FROM NEW OR- 
LEANS—HOW THE QUARANTINE IS CONDUCTED THERE—WORK 
OF THE SANITARY ASSOCIATION, ETC. 


Dr. Thos. McClanahan, who, in conjunction with Mr. N. N. John, was appointed by the 
Board of Health to proceed to New Orleans for the purpose of investigating the mode and 
manner in which the quarantine at the mouth of the Mississippi was conducted, and also to 
confer with the New Orleans Board of Health in regard to quarantine, returned by the Mor- 
gan line yesterday. A News reporter called upon the Doctor at his office yesterday, for 
the purpose of ascertaining the condition of sanitary affairs in New Orleans, and to obtain 
an idea of the work accomplished by the committee. Dr. McClanabas stated that the 
committee reached New Orleans on the fourth, and had a short consultation with with Dr- 
Jones, President of the Board of HeaJth. An invitation was then received from Dr. 
Bemiss, Superintendent of the National Quarantine, to visit the Quarantine Station near 


‘the mouth of the Mississippi, and also the National Quarantine Buildings at Ship Island. 


The committee left New Orleans on the morning of the fifth, in company with Dr. Bemiss, 
Drs. Holliday and Watkins, of New Orleans, and Mr. Fenner, President of the Auxiliary 
Sanitary Association of that city,on the steam yacht Day Dream. They reached the 
Quarantine Station on the river at 2 p. m., examined the warehonse set apart for the fumi- 
gation of ship cargoes and disinfection, and had 2 consultation with Dr. Finney, Quaran- 
tine Officer at that point, who generously gave them all the information in his possession 
as to the manner in which the quarantine was conducted, which went to prove to the com- 
mittee that the quarantine was much more effective than they believed when they left Gal- 
veston. The following certificates, obtained from Dr. Finney, show how the reports are 
made: 

MISSISSIPPI QUARANTINE StTaTion, August 5.—Bark Mary Durkee, thirty-nine days 
from Rio Janeiro to Quarantine Station, in rock ballast. No sickness whatever. Detention 
of same nine days this day at this Station and no immediate prospect of departure. 

_ _ Bark Maria Carolina, thirteen days from Havana to this Quarantine Station. Has no 
sickness on board nor any at sea. Information reached here of three cases transferred from 
vessel to hospital in Havana. To-day the ninth day of detention. No immediate prospect 
of departure. I certify the above to be correct. 

J. T. FINNEY, Quarantine Physician. 


These certificates go to show that all sailing vessels arriving from infected ports are 
quarantined from ten days to an unlimited period, or until the Quarantine officers are en- 


. tirely satisfied with their sanitary condition. After bidding the courteous Quarantine offi- 


cers at the Station adieu the committee steamed down tothe Jetties, where they remained 
ali night. The next morning they steamed for Ship Island, situated some seventy or eighty miles 
to the north and east of the mouth of the river, where the buildings of the National Quar- 
tine are located, and arrived there on the afternoon of the same day. They first 
landed and inspected the warehouse proper, built for the purpose of fumigating cargoes, as 
well as the wharf which is in process of construction. The warehouse is 60 or 80 by 150 
feet, strongly built of wood, and of sufficient capacity to admit of the disinfecting of all 
freight that may be received for that purpose. The committee then returned to the Day 
Dream and steamed some six miles eastward along the Island, landing at the house built for 
the accommodation of well persons who are to be kept under surveillance, which is a large 
two-story frame building, capable of accommodating 250 persons, and is all complete wit 

the exception of the walks surrounding it. A mile and a half further up the Island, east of 
the house, is the hospital proper, and separated from the building designed for well persons 
by a lagoon or bayou which runs through the Island. All these buildings were found to be 
under the supervision of Dr. Bemiss, of the National Board of Health, and under the imme- 
diate superintendence of Dr. Martin, who is the Resident Physician. After inspecting the 
buildings and ascertaining the mode and manner of imspecting vessels the com- 
mittee left on Sunday morning for Biloxi, and from thence took the train for New Orleans, 
meeting the Board of Health of that city at 6 o’clock, by special invitation from the entire 
Board. Dr. McClanahan says the honest zeal displayed by the New Orelans Board to aiford 
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the committee every facility to pursue their investigations was proof conclusive that they 
were desirous, not only of protecting their own port, but every other portion of the South, 
from the ravages of Yellow Fever. After seeing so much zeal and fairness on the part of the 
Board of Health, the committee had no request to make of them, except to suggest that a 
lengthening of the quarantine at their station to ten days from port to port would give our 
people more confidence in the same, to which suggestion the New Orleans Board acquiesced 
in to the fullest extent. Dr. McClanahan further stated that the investigation made at the 
request and under the auspices of Mr. Fenner, President of the Auxiliary Sanitary Associa- 
tion of New Orleans, gave the committee every proof of the powerful effort made, and the 
grand success achieved by this Association in reclaiming low lands and the filling in of 
water-holes which had been used for years as a repository for garbage. <A stream of clear 
Mississippi River water is being run through the gutters in two-thirds of the streets of the 
city. A pump with the capacity of 8,500,000 gallons daily, is kept at work night and day. 
With time, and the continuous efforts of the Sanitary Association, Dr. McClanahan thinks 


the sanitary condition of New Orleans will be rendered as good as that of any city on the 
globe. 


BOARD OF HEALTH. 


REPORT OF DR. McCLANAHAN AND N.N. JOHN. 


In deference to Dr. Rutherford, who had come down by instructions of the Governor to 
hear the report of the committee just returned from New Orleans, and who desired to return 
by the 3 p. m. train, the regular meeting of the Board of Health was held at 1p. m. yester- 
day, instead of 6 p. m., as originally designed. There were present Dr. Watts, President ; 
Dr. Campbell, Secretary ; Drs. Kelley and McClanahan, and Messrs. Focke, John, McLean, 
Noble, Vidor and Mott. z 

Dr. Kelley moved that the first business be the report of the committee sent to New 
Orleans. 

Dr. McClanahan said: The committee has as yet made no written report. He was will- 
ing to report verbally, if acceptable. 

Mr. John—If it is necessary to have a written report, you will have to defer the matter 
\for at least a week 

Dr. Kelley moved that the committee be allowed to make a verbal report, with the 
privilege of supplementing it with a regular report. 

The motion was adopted, and Dr. McClanahan proceeded: Being appointed with Mr. 
John, to visit New Orleans for the purpose, as I uuderstood it, of inquiring into the nature 
ot the quarantine of that city, as well as its sanitary condition, but more especially its 
quarantine, we arrived in New Orleans on the evening of the fourth. After a short con- 
sultation with Dr. Jones, President of the New Orleans Board of Health, and receiving his 
statements as to the condition of the city, we had an invitation from Dr. Bemiss, superin- 
tendent of the National Board of Health, to make a trip of inspection in his steamer to 
Ship Island, he proposing, in doing so, to land us at the quarantine station, and suggested 
that we make our inspection there. Together with several prominent physicians of New 
Orleans, we went down the river, reaching the Quarantine Station perchance at 2 o’clock. 
We went ashore and received from the quarantine officer at that place his assistance in 
making the investigation, which proved perfectly satisfactory to me, and I suppose to Mr. 
John. It convinced me that quarantine at that port was more satisfactory than I expected 
to findit when I left home. I found that all sailing vessels from infected, ports whether 
with cargo or in ballast—I believe save the Excelsior, none of them arrived with cargo— 
were detaine’! from nine to thirty days for the purpose of inspection, fumigation, disinfec- 
tion, etc. ‘The mode of disinfecting sail vessels, as Dr. Fenner stated to me, was to burn 
100 pounds of sulphur in the hold, care being taken to rip up the dunnage boards aad pump 


out the bilge water. The dunnage boards as I understand it, fit under the knees of the 
vessel. 


Mr. Jobn—The skin of the boat. 

Dr. McClanahan—the doctor said he took up other planks and used disinfectants, con- 
tinuing to use them several times until he felt satisfied that they were entirely free from 
suspicien. There are four steamers plying between New Orleans and Havana—two of the 
Morgan line and two belonging to private parties. They have been detained at the quaran- 
tine station seventy-two hours for the purpose of inspection, surveillance and fumigation. 
These vessels, I was told at the Quarantine Station, as well as by the city authorities that I 
consulted with, were loaded solely with sugar and cigars, the sugar in transitu for the 
refinery at St. Louis, and the cigars, I presume, for the market in New Orleans and elsewhere. 

Dr. Kelley—Do they not submit to the rules of disinfection suggested by the Board of 
Health in Havana. 


Dr McClanahan—They are all disinfected and fumigated before leaving the port of 
Havana. 
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At the Quarantine Station on the Mississippi river there is a large brick warehouse, now 
being used for purposes of disinfection, to which the quarantine authorities can transfer 
the cargo of any vessel and there disinfect it to their satisfaction. I understand that the 
cargoes of steamers are disinfected in the steamers, but they have every facility and every 
convenience for protecting the city from any danger of infection. The zeal manifested by 
every health officer, every doctor and every citizen that you meet in regard to the danger 
of a scourge ought to convince any man beyond a doubt that every effort is used to prevent 
its introduction. 

Dr. McClanahan—We left the Quarantine Station, and I must say that after the exami- 
nation we made there, and the assertions of the quarantine officers, I left there much better 
pleased than I expected to be before my visit. I must also say that I am entirely satisfied 
with the mode and manner of quararftine at the station. 

The city is inspected by inspectors such as we have here, and then by doctors, of whom 
there are eight, all good physicians. The privy vaults of the city have been cleansed 
three times this year under the supervision of these physicians. At6o’clock in the eve-° 
ning we met the Board of Health of New Orleans, and after seeing as much as I had I was 
absolutely ashamed to ask anything at their hands. I told them I had no request to make, 
no demands, no wishes; but if they would lengthen their time of quarantine I thought it 
would enable some of the ultra members of our Board to rest easier. 

Dr. Jones followed me with some remarks as to the nature of our visit, after which 
the Board went into secret session, and in a very few moments they extended the term to 
ten days from port to port, but with seventy-two hours at the Quarantine Station for the 
purpose of fumigation and disinfection. 

Mr. John said: We left here on Tuesday, under your broad seal, to visit the Board of 
Health at New Orleans. We arrived in New Orleans next evening and were met by Mr. 
Pandely and Dr. Fenner. We went and got our dinner and came back to the hotel. There 
we met Dr. Jones, President of the New Orleans Board of Health, with other gentlemen. 
We appointed 7 o’clock next morning for a meeting with Dr. Jones. While we were at din- 
ner, Dr. Bemiss came in and gave us a very cordial invitation to go to Ship Island. After 
. going back to the hotel we were interviewed by some reporters, the full report of which was 

given in the New Orleans Times, a paper which I have no use for. Dr. McClanahan ‘and I 
had a conversation with Dr. Jones next morning, and he satisfied us that he was full mas- 
ter of the situation. J undertake now to say here that he is full master of the situation, and 
the city of New Orleans is fortunate in having him at the head of its Board of Health, I told 
him I had quoted him in Galveston as a full-blooded non-quarantine man, but I took it all 
‘back. After examining the Quarantine Station thoroughly, I told Dr. Jones [ thought that 
the buildings were too close, and that I thought the brick building was too large for 
thorough disinfection. He said the brick building was in charge of the customhouse. It 
is true, he said, that the buildings might be a little too close, but, if necessity required it, 
that might be remedied. Our visit to Ship Island Dr. McClanahan has described. We 
returned from Biloxi on Sunday night, and were met next morning by the Sanitary Asso- 
ciation. We went to the Board of Health office, and the books there were thrown open to 
us. I believe Iam bookkeeper enough to know what a book means. I examined them 
thoroughly, and J must say that I became doubly satisfied that Dr. Jones and the Board of 
Health generally were the proper men for their positions. I told Dr. Jones of the convic- 
tion I had labored under that the New Orleans Board of Health could not be relied on; that 
they never did give us a correct report; that when we telegraphed to them about the case of 
the Excelsior, they telegraphed us that such was the fact and promised to furnish us full 
particulars by mail, which they never did. After getting an explanation from Dr. Jones I 
could excuse him. That officer is overworked. We went into details pretty generally. Dr. 
Jones took me to the Charity Hospital, and I found that nineteen out of every twenty ofthe 
cots in that institution are unoccupied—a fact that goes far to show the healthfulness ofthe 
city. There are more people under the knife in the surgical department than all the balance 
together. I believe that is about as far as it is necessary for me to go further than to say 
that to Dr. Jones and his board, I am willing to entrust the city of Galveston. That is a 
large admission for me to make, but when I have seen for myself, there is no going back on 
the evidence of my senses. 

Mr. John, after speaking in the line of Dr. McClanahan’s address to some length, con- 
cluded by saying : I assert that there is no danger from Yellow Fever from New Orleans as 
it stands now. The facilities are effective. Vessels have to remain seventy-two hours in 
quarantine, and thenif there is the least sign of danger, they remain until the quarantine 
officers are satisfied that all is well. The coffee of the Excelsior is still in the warehouse, 
and likely to stay there. 

Mr. Noble offered the following resolution which was adopted : 

Resolved, That the reports of Dr. McClanahan and Mr. John be received and approved, 
and that the thanks of this Board are tendered them for the very efficient discharge of their 
duties, as the representatives of this Board, in their recent mission to New Orleans. 

Dr. Keiley—I am peculiarly happy, first at the wisdom of our course in sending adele- 
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tion to New Orleans, forin it I see that we may have an understanding with that city, 
which is likely to result in great good to both, and that we may have our own views mnch 
more liberal than we have been sometimes inclinedto make them. I am happy we are con- 
vinced that New Orleans is doing everything that is proper to be done, not only for its own 
protection, but for that of Galveston and of all Texas. Iam peculiarly happy that these 
gentlemen have visited New Orleans and become personally acquainted with those of New 
Orleans in the line of their inquiry, some of whom I know myself. I am convinced from 
the high character of Drs. Bemiss, Jones, and others, that no man can go to New Orleans 
and listen to them with candor without coming away believing that they are acting in the 
interest not only of the people of New Orleans, but of our own people, and I hope that the 
excellent report of these gentlemen will be received aud endorsed unanimously. 

Dr. Rutherford read the following letter from Governor Roberts, pursuant to the in- 
structions in which he had come before the Board : 

_ Austin, Texas.—Dr. Rutherford: You will please go to Galveston, and when Mr. John 
and Dr. McClanahan return, if the information is not satisfactory in regard to the safety of 
quarantine at New Orleans, both to you and the Board at Galveston, and if you believe gen- 
eral quarantine should be established, telegraph to me at Dallas, and I will issue orders at 
once for general safety of the State. I hope these gentlemen will report safe quarantine. 
If they do not, however much I may regret it, I must now act. If quarantine is determined 
on, telegraph for me to all the coast stations, letting them know what is determined on. 

O. M. ROBERTS, Governor. 


Dr. Kelley asked Dr. Rutherford if he would not indorse the resolutions of Mr. Noble. 
The Doctor did not wish to engage in the proceedings of the Board further than to conform 
to the instructions of the Governor, and declined to give an opinion. Upon motion, the 
Board adjourned. 


[The Galveston News, Tuesday, August 17, 1880. ] 
THE NEW ORLEANS QUARANTINE MATTER. 


DR. McCLANAHAN AND MR. JOHN EXPRESS THEIR VIEWS. 


GALVESTON, Aug. 16, 1880.—<As to the letter of certain members of the Board of Heaith, 
published in your report of the proceedings of the Board, in your issue of the thirteenth in- 
stant, shows some dissention in the Board, and to some extent reflects on the committee sent 
to New Orleans, the members of that committee desire to place the subject before the pub- 
lic through the columns of your paper, and to invite from the people of our State full in- 
quiry into their action, which was had with a grave sense of the responsibility and a desire 
to perform fully their duty in the premises. 

At a called meeting of the Board of Health of Galveston, held August 3, we were ap- 
pointed a committee to visit the city of New Orleans to inquire into and examine-the effi- 
ciency of their quarantine against infected ports. When we left Galveston we were im- 
pressed with the idea that their quarantine was not sufficient to protect the city of New Or- 
leans, and that our own city and its proximity and continuous intercourse with New Orleans, 
was thereby endangered. With this impression we had intimated that we would support 
quarantine upon the, basis of the inefficiency of the quarantine against infected ports by that 
city. 

We reached the City of New Orleans on the fourth, and conferred with the President of 
the New Orleans Board of Health, Dr. Jones, who, with the assistance of Dr. S. M. Bemiss, 
Superintendent of the National Quarantine Station, at Ship Island, extended to us every 
facility for examination into the operation of the quarantine system and of visiting the 
station below the city, so that we might see for ourselves. At the station we found Dr. 
Finney in charge, who displayed a ready willingness to answer all questions and to give 
data as to arrival and departure of vessels. We found thatthe cargoes of all vessels from 
infected ports were removed, placed in warehouse for that purpose and thoroughly fumiga- 
ted; that the vessels were thoroughly cleansed, and all bilge water pumped out and re- 
placed with solution of carbolic acid and sulphate of iron, and the vessels with hatches closed, 
were also subject to the fumes of burning sulphur, on repeated occasions, about one hun- 
dred pounds each time, and all clothing and everything belonging to the vessels treated in 
like manner. The vessels being in every instance detained for a period not less than ten days, 
or longer, until the Quarantine Officer is entirely satisfied with their sanitary condition. This 
rule is applied to all sail vessels alike, except in the case of the Excelsior. where the cargo 
was not removed to the warehouse, because the vessel was only partially freighted, her 
capacity being twelve thousand sacks of coffee, while there was on board only thirty-six 
hundred. It was thought that her freight could be more efficiently fumigated in her hold, 
and after. this was done, one-third of the coffee was hoisted on deck and the balance dis- 
infected and the vessel cleansed. The subsequent appearance of a case of Yellow Fever on 
this vessel after reaching New Orleans being so unprecedented that Dr. Bemiss, of the Na- 
tional Board of Health, solicited Governor Roberts to send the State Health Officer to New 
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Orleans to make a full investigation thereof, which was done and report made to the Gover- 
nor and published. aOR 

The four steamers which ply between New Orleans and Havana are managed under the 
strictest surveillance. The officers and crews are all acclimated. The vessels are thoroughly 
fumigated and disinfected at the ports where they are freighted, under the supervision of the 
Agent of the National Board of Health, and ten days’ time must elapse from port to port; 
seventy-two hours of this time they are held at Quarantine for further disinfection. Their 
cargoes consist of sugar in transit to St Louis, and cigars. No passengers or fruit are taken, 
and in fact this trade is conducted with such care and honest attention to duty on the part 
both of the owners of the vessels and the health authorities of New Orleans, that the danger 
of importing disease is certainly raduced to a minimum if not rendered impossible. We can 
not conceive of any right that we have to object to the trade carried on by New Orleans 
under these restrictions, when our own authorities carry on a trade, as at Indianola, where 
the only protection is fumigation and disinfection. 

At the request of our Board we made the visit to New Orleans with no little inconve- 
nience to ourselves and to friends on whom we were compelled to impose our business while 
absent, our sole aim being to make a faithful investigation as to the sanitary condition and 
the quarantine regulations of New Orleans. And we were very much surprised upon our 
return, and even before our report was made, to learn that some of the members of our 
Board had already prepared their ultimatum in regard to further communication with New 
Orleans. Having made a searching investigation both as to quarantine and as to the sani- 
tary condition of New Orleans, we are satisfied that in both respects they have done every- 
thing that could be asked of them, and we can see no cause, except that of morbid fear, to 
“warrant a quarantine against that city. THOS. McCLANAHAN, M. D. 

. . N. N. JOHN. 


It is evident from the preceding facts that the Hon. Thomas McClanahan 
and the Hon. N. N. John, who so faithfully and nobly represented the city of 
Galveston, were largely instrumental in preventing the institution of a quar- 
tine against the State of Louisiana. j 

It is impossible to estimate the damage which a quarantine on the part of 
Texas against Louisiana, would have inflicted. 

The subsequent history of the sanitary affairs of Louisiana have justified to 
the fullesi extent the statements of Dr. McClanahan and Mr. John. Galves- 
ton and the great State of Texas remained free from all contagious and infec- 
tious diseases, and remained as free from the much-dreaded Yellow Fever, as 
the State of Louisiana and the city of New Orleans. 

Louisiana is indebted to these truthful and upright representatives of 
of Texas, for an impartial, unprejudiced, honest and manly statement to the 
entire country, of the true sanitary condition of this State. 





ILLEGAL AND UNCONSTITUTIONAL ASSUMP- 
TION OF POWER BY THE NATIONAL 
BOARD OF HEALTH. 


The following letters to the Acting Governor of Louisiana, will give a 
sufficient explanation of the charge implied in the preceding heading : 
OFFICE BOARD OF HEALTH, STATE OF LOUISIANA, 
New Orleans, July 30, 1880. 
Lieutenant Governor 8. D. McEnery, Acting Governor, State of Louisiana 
Sir—The attention of your Excellency is respectfully directed to the following commu- 
nication published in the Picayune of this date, purporting under authority of the National 
Board of Health, to prohibit ‘‘the shipment of any and all coffee” from the Port of New 
Orleans to Mobile, ‘‘ from and after this date until further orders.” Signed by C. A. Rice, 
M. D., Supervisor of Inspectors, National Board of Health. 
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OFFICE SUPERVISING INSPECTOR, Port of New Orleana, La., July 29, 1880, 
Dr. J. M. Watkins, Sanitary Iuspector: 

Dear Sir—The Mobile Board of Health instructed me ‘‘not to allow the shipment of any coffee from New 
Orleans to Mobile. until after they are satisfied that it is not a part of the cargo of the bark Excelsior, and they 
so inform you. You willtherefore stop the shipment of any and all coffee to Mobile from and after this date, 
until further orders. , 

ThisI do not understand to apply to coffee going to other portions of Alabama in sealed cars. 

Respectfully. C. A. RICE, M.D., Supervisor of Inspectors, National Board of Health. 





OFFICE SUPERVISOR OF INSPECTORS, Port of New Orleans, July 29, 1880, 
To Dr. J. M. Watkins,-Sanitary Inspector : 


Dear Sir—The State Board of Health of Mississippi having revoked the ordinance requiring personal cer- 
tificates of passengers coming from New Orleans, La., into the State of Mississippi, you will inform all persons 
so applying. The same Board laving passed an ordinance on this the twenty-ninth July, 1880: ; 

‘That no part of the cargo of coffee trom bark Excelsior will be permitted to come into the State of Mis- 
sissippi, and that no coffee received at this port subsequent to this date from an infected port, will be permitted 
to come into the State of Mississippi.” You will act accordingly. All other coffee now in the city will be per- 
mitted to come into the State of Mississippi- 

Respectfully, C. A. RICE, M. D., Supervisor of Inspectors, National Board of Health . 





It will be observed that the latter portion of the preceding communication assumes to con - 
trol the shipment of coffee from New Orleans to the entire State of Mississippi. ¥n his indi- 
vidual capacity C. A. Rice, M. D., has no power to issue an order of any character, with 
reference to any matter relating to the commerce of the City of New Orleans, and State of 
Louisiana, and as an individual he is undoubtedly subject to the laws of the United States and 
of Louisiana, and liable to prosecution for damages by all parties who may be injured by his 
attempt to interfere with the commerce of this Port. From the title appended to his name, 
C. A. Rice, M. D., claims to be acting under the authority of the National Board of Health. 
The Aet of Congress by which the National Beard of Health was constituted, approved 
Mareh 3, 1879, entitled ‘‘ An Act to prevent the introduction of infectious and contagious 
diseases into the United States, and to establish a National Board of Health” provides in the 
second section, that, ‘‘ The duties of the National board of Health shall be to obtain infor- 
mation upon all matters affecting the public health, to advise the several departments of the 
General Government, The Executives of the several states, and the Commissioner of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, on all questions submitted by them or whenever in the opinion of this 
Board such advice may tend to the preservation and improvement of the Public Health.” 

Section 3, of ‘‘ Act to prevent the introduction of contagious and infectious disease into 
the United States,” approved June 2, 1879, reads thus: 

“That the National Board of Health shall co-operate with and as far as it lawfully may 
aid the State and Municipal Boards of Health in the execution and enforcement of the rules 
and regulations of such boards, to prevent the introduction of contagious and infectious 
diseases from foreign countries into the United States, and into one State from another, and 
at such ports and places within the United States as have no quarantine regulations under 
State authority, where such regulations are, in the opinion of the National Board of Health, 
necessary to prevent the introduction of contagious and infectious diseases into the United 
States from foreign countries, or into one State from another, and at such ports and places 
within the United States where quarantine regulations exist under the authority of the State, 
which, in the opinion of the National Board of Health, are not sufficient to prevent the in- 
troduction of such diseases into the United States, or from one State into another. The 
National Board of Health shall report the facts to the President of the United States, 
who shall, if in his judgment it is necessary and proper, order said Board of Health to 
make such additional rules and regulations as are necessary to prevent the introduction of 
such diseases into the United States from foreign countries; or from one State into another, 
which, when so made and approved by the President shall be promulgated by the National 
Board of Health and enforced by the sanitary authorities of the States, where the State 
authorities will undertake to execute and enforce them ; butif the State authorities shall fail 
or refuse to enforce said rules and regulations the President shall detail an officer or appoint 
a proper person for that purpose.” Therefore, by the Acts approved March 38, 1879, and 
June 2, 1879, organizing and defining the powers of the National Board of Health, it is evi- 
dent that this creation of President Hays and the Congress of the United States of America is 
charged with the important duty of co-operating with and aiding State and Municipal Boards 
of Health in the execution and enforcement of the rules and regulations of such Boards, to prevent 
the introduction of contagious and infectious diseases into the United States from foreign countries 
or from one State into another. , 

The Board of Health of the State of Louisiana has adopted the rules and regulations of 
the National Board of Health, in addition to its own full and explicit sanitary and quaran- 
tine ordinances. 

The Board of Health of the State of Louisiana has given full and explicit and accurate 
reports of the sanitary condition of the city of New Orleans and of the various Quaiantine 
establishments under its direction and control; has freely and fully published to the world 
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its proceedings, and furnished fuli and complete reports of its mortuary statistics, and have 
endeavored to establish true and friendly relations with local and State Boards of Health 
and with the National Board of Health. 

New Orleans is not an infected port. 

New Orleans has been, throughout the entire year 1880, up to the present moment, ex- 
empt from infectious and contagious diseases; and, with the exception of the single case of 
Yellow Fever on the bark Excelsior, no case of Yellow Fever has occurred within her bounds. 
The bark Excelsior was promptly removed beyond the bounds of New Orleans, to the Quaran- 
tine Station, seventy miles below New Orleans, and efficient measures have been executed for 
the ventilation, purification and fumigation and disinfection of said ship and cargo by the 
Board of Health of the State of Louisiana. Three weeks have elapsed since such measures 
: pave been instituted, and no case of Yellow Fever has occurred among the citizens of New 

rleans. 

According to the testimony of Dr. Smith, of the National Board of Health, Rio de 
Janerio is not regarded at this time as an infected port; occurrences similar to that of the 
Excelsior, are by no means infrequent in the port of New York, and no restrictions have 
ee SOA gs to be forced upon the coffee trade of New York by the National Board of 

ealth. 

The National Board of Health has made no official communication or suggestion to the 
Chief Executive of the State of Louisiana, nor through the Board of Health of Louisiana, 
with reference to the cargo and crew of the bark Excelsior, nor with reference to the Sani- 
tary and Qarantine measures and regulations adopted by the State Board of Health. 

In view of the preceding facts, it is the opinion of the Executive Officer and members of 
the Board of Health of the State of Louisiana, that the action of the National Board of 
Health in issuing the orders cited in the first part of this communication, without the 
advice or co-operation of the lawful authorities to whom are confided by legislative enact- 
ment the conduct of the Sanitary and Quarantine affairs of the State of Louisiana, is illegal, 
unconstitutional and destructive of the commercial relations of the individual States, which 
form integral parts of the United States. 

With great respect and high esteem, I have the honor to remain your obedient servant, 

JOSEPH JONES, M. D., 
President Board of Health, State or Louisiana. 


In connection with the preceding protest of the Board of Health of the 
State of Louisiana, the following facts should be stated: 

When the inspection service was established in New Orleans, one of the 
rooms of the Board of Health in the State capital was offered to Dr. C. A. 
Rice, Superintendent of River and Railroad Inspections, by the President, 
in order that free consultation might be had and all unnecessary .complica- 
tions avoided. 

Dr. Rice saw fit to establish his headquarters at a distance, above Canal 
street, near the levee, and neither did he or his inspectors report in person 
daily at the Board of Health—the inspectors reported daily in writing. 

It has been shown in the preceding pages of this report, that the Board of 
Health of the State of Louisiana had issued stringent orders to the merchants 
to whom this cargo of the Excelsior had been consigned, forbidding the ship- 
ment of this coffee, or its removal from the warehouse. The railroad and 
steamboat inspectors conformed to this order. ~ 

The complaint against the National Board of Health was, that orders 
which were dictated by the health authorities of other States, were promul- 
gated in New Orleans, without the knowledge or concurence of the lawful 
authorities, to whom theS tate of Louisiana had confided the execution of 
her sanitary and quarantine laws. 

The principle involved in this protest of the State Board against a Iflagrant 
violation of its rights, was clear to all disinterested citizens, and cou din no 
manner be construed as an attempt to force infected goods upon surrounding 
cities and States. 

The State Board claimed to be the legal authority, to whom the requests of the 
sanitary authorities of surrounding States and cities should be conveyed, and 
from whom the necessary orders should issue within the confines of Lousiana, 
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If this right does not exist according to the Constitution of the United 
States in all State Boards of Health, the existence of such organizations, 
since the passage of the act creating the National Bo&rd of Health, is 
ephemeral and liable to destruction at any moment, in accordance with the 
will of the central authority. 

If this right does exist according to the Constitution in all State Boards, 
then the act of Congress establishing the National Board of Health is wn- 
constitutional, in that it establishes a central power capable of controlling the 
commerce and business relations of cities and States. 

This view of the case was not met by the President of the National Board 
of Health, in his reply to. the President of the State Board of Health, dated 
Washington, August 10, 1880, and published in supplement No. 8 National 
Board of Health Bulletin, as an appendix (marked c), to his report to the 
Fonorable John Sherman, Secretary of the Treasury. 

Thus Professor J. L. Cabell says: ‘* With reference to the last sentence of 
your letter, in which you complain of the action of Dr. Rice, on the ground 
that it was taken without the advice or co-operation of the lawful authorities 
to whom are confided by legislative enactment the conduct of the Sanitary 
and Quarantine affairs of the State of Louisiana, I have again to repeat the 
statement in my letter of June 15, that the whole of this river and railroad 
inspection service is intended for the protection of other States than your 
own, and is in the aid of their health authorities. Incideatally, indeed, it 
was designed and has proved to be of great advantage to the commerce of 
New Orleans, since on the bare suspicion of a single. case of Yellow Fever 
existing there, the health authorities of the Mississippi Valley, and of other 
places in the South having commercial relations with that city, have declared 
that they will maintain a strict quarantine against it unless the inter-State 
commerce be carried on in accordance with the rules of the inspection service. 
Those authorities have the power to protect their towns by a very simple 
and effective machinery. 

‘This Board has induced them 0 forego the use of such machinery and to 
consent to an arrangement which has proved highly advantageous to the 
- commercial interests ef New Orleans, and yet it encounters at the hands of 
the health authorities of Louisiana constant opposition and detraction. 

‘It is needless to say that it will continue to discharge its duties in aid of 
the health authorities of other States and municipalities, notwithstanding 
the present opposition of the State Board of Health of Louisiana. 

‘¢] will add, that owing to a delay in completing the arrangements at Ship 
Island, which has been “due to causes beyond the control “of the National 
Board, the time for extending aid to the health authorities of New Orleans 
with regard to the prevention of the introduction of contagious and infec- 
tious diseases through that port into the United States from foreign coun- 
tries has not yet arrived. A recent official report to this Board by a com- 
mittee, consisting of three of its members, satisfies the Executive Committee 
that the sanitary interests of New Orleans and the surrounding country will | 
be best subserved by requiring infected vessels, and all vessels from infected 
ports, to undergo quarantine inspection and treatment at the proposed sta- 
tion on Ship: Isiand. In this way aid will be offered to the State Board of 
Health of Louisiana for the AN of New Orleans and all places in direct 
communication with it.” 

During the year 18380 the entire Mississippi Valley was free from foreign 
and domestic pestilence, and the existence of this expensive and cumbrous 
system of River and Railroad Inspection Service was justified on the part 
of the National Board of Health by the fear of suspicious cases in New Or- 
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leans. The danger of shot-gun quarantines, formed a perpetual argument 
for the continued and lavish expenditure of the public funds. 

If a firm opposition to the destructive scheme of the Ship Island Quaran- 
tine, and if the maintenance of the rights of the Board of Health of Louisi- 
ana against unjust exactions, coustituted opposition to and detraction of 
the National Board of Health, then the charges of the President of the Na- 
tional Board of Health must be accepted as succint statements of the differ- 
ences between the State and National Boards of Health. 

It is worthy of note that while the arrangements at Ship Island were not 
completed on the tenth day of August, 1880, and at this late date the Presi- 
dent of the National Board of Health refers to it as “the proposed Station at 
Ship Island,” the demand to send inspected vessels from the mouth of the 
Mississippi was made as early as the ninth of April, and the Board of Health 
of the State of Louisiana was arraigned in his report to the Secretary ot the 
Treasury for acting in defiance of the demands of the health authorities of 
the neighboring States, in not sending vessels to a ‘‘proposed quarantine.” 





DISEASES 
DEMANDING INVESTIGATION, 


AS TO THEIR CAUSES AND PREVENTION. 


SEO NAA DA ang 





The entire profession of New Orleans, during the year 1880, reported to 
the Board of Health of the State of Louisiana, only two deaths as caused by 
Yellow Fever. 

Those reports were as follows : 

1. James Kenney, 19 years of age, native of Scotland, from bark Excel- 
sior, died on the 10th of July, 1880, at the Touro Infirmary; cause of death, 
Yellow Fever; attending physician, F. Loeber, M. D. 

2. Frederick A. Singer, 18 years of age, native of New Orleans, died on 
the 4th of October, 1880, at No. 409 Liberty street; cause of death, Yellow 
Fever; attending physicians; Drs. W. H. Watkins and J. P. Davidson. 

The first case originated on the Swedish Bark Excelsior, and the history 
has been fully detailed, in that section of the report. which related to the 
action of the Board of Health with reference to this vessel. 

The second case will be noticed, in a subsequent part of this report, in its 
regular chronological order. 

To understand fully the import of the preceding facts, representing the 
testimony of the medical profession of New Orleans with reference to the 
occurrence of only two deaths from Yellow Fever in the city during the 
year 1880, the following subjects should be considered : 

(a) The actual population 6f New Orleans. 

(b) ‘The laws devised and enforced by the Board of Health of the State 
of Louisiana with reference to the prevention of the introduction of foreign 
pestilence. 

(c) The laws governing the City of New Orleans with reference to the 
report of contagious and infectious diseases by the captains, masters of 
ships, keepers of boarding houses and hotels, the heads of asylums, hospitals 
and private families and the medical profession of New Orleans. 

(ad) The laws governing the Sanitary Inspectors and Sanitary Police of 
New Orleans. 

By the statement of such facts the Board of Health of the State of Louisi- 
ana believe that the malignant attempt to array the sister States of the Mis- 
sissippi Valley against the medical profession and citizens of New Orleans 
will be summarily defeated. 
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(a) POPULATION OF NEW ORLEANS. 


NEW ORLEANS, August 16, 1880. 
Dr. Joseph Jones, M. D., President Board of Health, State of Louisiana: 
Sir—Enclosed pleas find a condensed statement of the number of inhabitants, races and sex embraced 
Within the limits of the city of New Orleans, divided into wards and districts. 
Hoping such information will prove of some value to your poporalls Board, I remain, very respectfully, 
ibic . LEMARIE, Supervisor of Census. 
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POPULATION OF THE CITY OF NEW ORLEANS, CENSUS OF 1880. 





























White White Black Black ——Total_ by—— 
Males.| Females. Males. Females.| Wards. ,Districts. 
FIRST DISTRICT. , "an 
Mirah Wire bie foie ae fee oe Aap 5,225 6,318 1,123 1,769] 14,435 
Second ~Weard):.2--b aati 5 sete cece 6,167 7,060 1,460 2,132] 16,819 
eBid word 0. kre ae, Tek at eae 9,310 9,239 3,372 4,270] 26,191—| 57,445 
SECOND DISTRICT. . 
Fourth» Ward taiuc: pois fee eee 4,077 4,991 1,547 2,102} 12°717 
Pifhhy Ward)" wee. a wk eee ee 6,380 6,676 2,706 3,504] 19,266 
ieth Sard rat keds cece t eak 4,349 4,895 1,502 1,940] 12,686—| 44,669 
THIRD DISTRICT. 
Seventh Ward2.: cocece. ct eee sein sec ee 5,989 6,451 3,373 4,317) 20,130 
HiCh thy Wand 222 wea s cain cee epee eee 3,925 4,274 174 905 9,878 
NING WV AEC eS, ON Re alee eee 6,190 6,903 1,197 1,290} 15,580— 45,588 
FOURTH DISTRICT. f= 
Eonth #Wiald.. ogee ee ene een an meses 6,878 9,047 1,382 1,934) 19,192 
HMiéventh "Ward ?)...0eieest life. coe ee 6,793 7,906 1,497 2,147] 18,343—| 37,535: 
SIYTH DISTRICT. 
weliths Ward 22 < gs. 2 le pect eee 3 202 3 407 806 890 8,305 
hinhoen bhi AV ATUL. on see sme pies ce 1,647 2,004 781 973} 5,405 
Mourtceenth AW ards ee 2. aes. scene cee 790 901 300 328 2,319— 16 029 
FIFTH DISTRICT. 
Hifieen tania see eee enone ers 2,382 2,640 1,650 2,185) 8,856— 8,856 
SEVENTE DISTRICT. 
Sixteenth Ward...... -..-+-. BA HECGNERR 580 604 903 1,029} 3,116 
Seventeenth Ward..-----+-++:...-----% 944 984 598 695} 3,121— 6,237 
74,848 280 24,921 32,310 216,359 


L. E. LEMARIE, Supervisor of Census, First District of Louisiana. - 


According to the returns of the united census of 1880, the population of 
New Orleans is stated to be 216,359. 

It is certainly a fact worthy of consideration, that the members of the 
medical profession of this great city, situated in the delta of the Mississippi 
River, only one hundred and ten miles from the Gulf of Mexico, should re- 
port only two deaths from Yellow Fever during the year 1880, when this 
disease prevailed in Rio de Janeiro and Havana, Cuba. 

The Board of Health appoints six Sanitary Inspectors, namely, for the 

First, Second, Third, Fourth and Fifth Districts, rerpectively, and one for 
the Sixth and Seventh Districts. The preceding census of the respective 
districts, therefore, gives some idea of the nature and amount of the labors 
confided to the Sanitary Inspectors. 
. The duties of the Sanitary Inspectors will be fully nnvoldedt by the record 
of the rules and segulations of the Board of Health of the State of Louisi- 
ana; but it may be noted in this connection that they are especially charged 
with the report of all contagious and infectious diseases occurring in their 
respective districts. 

It should be noted that, although the entire city of New Orleans during the 
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year 1880, under the daily supervision and inspection of siw medical men, as-' 
sisted by an additional corps of twelve sanitary policemen, but one death from — 
Yellow Fever was reported as originating and occurring within the confines of 
the city. 

(b). The laws designed and enforced by the Board of Health of the State 
of Louisiana, with reference to the prevention of the introduction of foreign 
pestilence. 

The Quarantine and Sanitary laws of the State and city were collected 
and published by the President of the Board of Health, and distributed 
gratuitously to the officers of the State, the members, officers and employes 
of the Board of Health, physicians, druggists, merchants, shippers and. 
foreign cousuls of New Orleans, and to the captains, masters and agents of 
vessels of every description in the port of New Orleans, to the Governors of 
the several States, and the mayors of the principal cities, and to all State 
Boards of Health and Quarantine Officers. 

The efforts of the Board of Health ofthe State of Louisiana to protect the 
State of Louisiana, and the entire Mississippi Valley, from the introduction | 
of foreign pestilence, will be sustained by the following record : 


BULES AND REGULATIONS OF THE BOARD OF HEALTH OF THE STATE OF 
LOUISIANA FOR THE GOVERNMENT OF QUARANTINE OFFICERS AND STA- 
TIONS, AND FOR THE ENFORCEMENT OF THE ACTS OF THE LEGISLATURE 
OF LOUISIANA, “ESTABLISHING AND REGULATING QUARANTINE FOR THE 
PROTECTION OF THE STATE.” 


At a meeting of the Board of Health of the State of Louisiana. held on the 24th of 
May, 1880, in the State-House, the President, Dr. Joseph Jones, submitted the following 
Rules aud Reguiations relative to Quarantine, which were unanimously adopted. 

The President was authorized te cause the publication aud distribution of said rules: 


OFFICE BOARD OF HEALTH, STATE OF LOUISIANA, STATE-HOUSE, 
New Orleans, May 24, 1880. 


Legislative acts establishing and defining the powers of the Board of Health, State of Lowisiana, 
relative to Quarantine. 


Srotron 1. The Board of Health of the State of Louisiana establishes the following 
rules and regulations relative to Quarantine in virtue of the powers conferred by the sev- 
eral Acts of the Legislature of Louisiana, ‘ establishing and regulating Quarantine for the 
protection of the State,” viz: “An Act to establish Quarantine for the protection of the 
State,” approved March 15, 1855. “An Act supplementary to an Act, entitled ‘An 
Act relative to Quarantine,’” approved March 18, 1858. “An Act to amend an Act entitled 
‘An Act to establish Quarantine tor the protection of the State, approved Marca 16, 1870. 
“An Act to authorize and empower the Board of Health of the State of Louisiana to de- 
tain and disinfect, and to pass after disinfection, vessels from intected ports, at and from 
Quarantine Stations, in lieu of a time of quarantine detention in certain cases, and to re- 
peal confliting laws,” approved March 24, 1876. ‘‘An Act to reorganize and render more 
efficient the Board of Health of the State of Louisiana; to define its powers and prescribe 
its duties and those of Quarantine and other officers under its control; to provide for its 
expenses, and tor the recording of births, deaths and marriages in the Parish of Orleans, 
and to provide for the enforcement of this Act and penalties for violation of the same, and 
for the ordinances and orders made in pursuance thereof,’ approved April 27, 1877. 


Powers of Board of Health Relative to Quarantine. 


Src. 2. In accordance with the said acts of the Legislature of the State of Louisiana, 
the Board of Health has power to fix the number of days of quarautine for vessels liable 
to it; to determine how said quarantine shall be performed, and to make any and all legal 
' regulations not contrary to said acts, necessary to carry out a proper system of quarantine 
and to enforce the same; to make rules and regulations for preserving good order and po- 
lice within the limits of the Quarantine grounds, and to impose penaities for the breach 
thereof; to contract for the necessary buildings at Quarantine grounds ; to establish rules 
and regulations for the guidance of the Quarantine physicians, assistants and employes; 
to employ nurses and assistants to attend the sick, and such other persons as may be neces 
sary to carry out proper quarantine regulations and to fix their compensation, 
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Power of Board of Health to Isswe Proclamation of Quarantine. 


Src. 3. In cases of emergency the Board of Health shall have power to issue procla- 
mation of quarantine without reference to the Governor, and to enact all needful regula- 
tions for the enforcement of the same. 


Visitation and Inspection of Vessels by Quarantine Physicians. 


Src. 4. Vessels arrriving at Quarantine Station shall immediately proceed to the 
Boarding Station, and shall be visited by the Quarantine Physician, between sunrise and 
sunset, as soon as pussible after such arrival. The Quarantine officer shall inspect the 
ship, and require of the captain or master answers in duplicate to the following questions: 


Questions 


to be propounded by the President, Quarantine Officers and Deputy Inspéctors of the Board 
of Health of the State of Louisiana to the masters, captains and medical officers of vessels 
at the port of New Orleans and Quarantine Stations Of Louisiana. 


Port or Station 





Date of Inspection 





1. Name of Vessel ? 
2. Name of Captain or Master? 
3. Tonnage or Class of Vessel? 
4. From whence is the Vessel you Command ? 
5. How many days have you been on the passage ? 
6. At what port or ports have you touched ? 
7. Were any Contagious or Infectious Diseases prevailing at the port from whence 
your vessel sailed ? 
8. Ifso, name the Diseases. 
9. Were any Contagious or Infectious Diseases prevailing at the port or ports at 
which you touched ? “ 
10. Ifso, name the Diseases. 
11. Was any freight or passengers received at the ports at which your vessel touched ? 
12. Ifso, give particulars. 
13. Have you any Bills of Health ? 
14. Ifso, produce them. 
15. During the course of your Cruise or Passage, what cases of disease have occurred 
on board ? 
16. At what dates? 
17. Have any deaths taken place on board your veesel since you lef the last port ? 
18. Ifso, at what dates, and from what causes? 
19. Are there any sick on your vessel at this time? 
20. Has Yellow Fever, Small-Pox, Cholera or Plague ever existed on this ship ? 
21. Ifso, when? 
22. What is the number of Officers ? 
23. What is the number of the Crew? 
24, What is the number of Passengers ? 
25. What is your cargo? 
26. To whom is the cargo consigned ? 
27. What is the present sanitary condition of the vessel, cargo, crew and passengers? 
28. Have you a medical officer ? 
29. Give the name of the Medical Officer. 
30. Produce the Reports of the Medical Officer. 


Signature of Master or Captain 
Subscribed to before me, —-—— 


Witness: 


The preceding questions and answers shall be signed in duplicate, one copy to be 
retained at the Quarantine Station and the other to be transmitted to the President of the 
Board of Health. 


Disinfection, Fumigation and Purification of Vessels from Ports in which Yellow Fever Uusually 
) Prevails. 


Szc. 5. All vessels from ports in which Yellow Fever usually prevails, or from ports 
where other contagious or infectious diseases are reported to exist, shall be detained at 
Quarantine Stations, for purpose of disinfection, fumigation and purification, and shall be 
disinfected, fumigated and purified. 5 
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Vessels from Infected Ports to be Detained at Quarantine Stations Not Less than Seventy-two 
Hours. 


Src. 6. All vessels from ports in which Yellow Fever usually prevails, or from ports 
where other contagious or infectious diseases are reported to exist, shall be detained at 
Quarantine Stations, for observation, disinfection, purification and fumigation, not less than 
seventy two hours ; or for such length of time as the Board of Health may determine. 

Sec. 7. In case Yellow Fever, cholera, or plague, or small-pox, or typhus fever, pre- 
vails in epidemic form at the port from which the vessel sailed, or at any port at which she 
has touched during the voyage, or on any vessel with which she has come in contact 
during the voyage, the detention shall not be less than suffiient to complete the full period 
of five days from the date of exposure to such infection. 


Vessels Coming from Healthy Ports South of Latitude 26° N., to be Given Free Pratique After 
Thorough Inspection, Fumigation and Disinfection. 


Sec. 8. In case the condition of the vessel is satisfactory, and neither Yellow Fever, 
nor cholera, nor plague, nor small-pox, nor typhus fever, in epidemic form, existed at the 
port from which she sailed, or at any intermediate ports at which she may have touched, 
or on any vessel with which she has come in contact during the voyage, although said ves- 
sel may come from ports south of 26° north latitude, the Quarantine officer, after thorough 
inspection, fumigation and disinfection, may give free pratique, and the vessel may proceed 
to the usual wharf or landing in the harbor of New Orleans, or other points where quaran- 
tine may be established by the Board of Health. 


Infected Vessels—Rulesand Regulations Governing Infected Vessels at Quarantine Stations. 


Src. 9. In case Yellow Fever, cholera, small-pox, typhus fever, plague, or any other 
infectious or contagious disease, has attacked whilst in port, or during the voyage, or whilst 
lying at the Quarantine Station, one or more of the crew or passengers of the vessel, she 
shall be subject to the following rules and regulations : a 

(a). The crew and passengers shall be inspected by the Quarantine Physician, and if 
any are sick they shall be removed to the proper hopsital. 

(b). The clothing, baggage, bedding and equipage of the crew and passengers, both 
sick and well, shall be exposed to the air, and shall be ventilated, purified; disinfected and 
fumigated. 

(c). The hatches shall be opened and the vessel as far as possible ventilated; the hold 
and cabin of the vessel and all closets and clothing, linen, carpets, curtains and fabrics of 
every description, shall be thoroughly fumigated with sulphurous acid gas; baggage-rooms, 
cabins, lockers, water-closets, and all parts of the vessel to be thoroughly ventilated, fumi- 
gated, disinfected and cleansed. 

(d). The bilge-water sha!l be pumped out, and washed out with fresh water, until the 
bilge-water shall be clear and odorless. The following solution of sulphate of iron (cop- 
peras) and Calvert’s Carbolic Acid, No. 5, shall be introduced and allowed to remain. 

Disinfectant to replace bilge-water and also for cleansing water-closets and washing decayed or 
foul wood on shipboard. 


Sulphateot rom (Copperas jy. t, 2.104 45-0454 ae oe dae ose a 3 fifty (50) pounds; 
Carbolic Acid (Calvert’s No. 5)..... See a ene ese a, two (2) gallons; 
RGR e oats wel, Ceremeuers i) Jobe LD aie Ob ghia he a ee CV Soe fifty (50) gallons. 


This disinfectant is readily prepared by suspending 50 pounds of copperas in a straw 
basket, in the upper portion of a wat»r-tight barrel or cask, and pouring water upon the 
copperas, until the barrel is nearly full, and then adding two (2) gallons of Carbolic Acid 
(Calvert’s No.5). The copperas will be dissolved during the filling of the barrel. This 
disinfecting, deodorizing and antiseptic fluid may be extemporaneously prepared at any 
time on shipboard in the coarse of half an hour. 

This solution should be used in the cleansing and purification of all unpainted wood- 
work in'the hold, between decks, in the forecastle, cabins, lockers and water-closets. 

(e). The amount of sulphur consumed during the fumigation of a vessel should be 
regulated by the size and capacity of the craft, nature of cargo, and general hygenic con- 
dition. , 

When sulphur is burned in iron pots, or pans, the famigation should be continued until 
the sulphur is extinguished in the consumption of the oxygen of the air and the liberation 
of the sulphurous acid gas. Atleast two pounds of sulphur should be burned for every 
1000 cubic feet of space in the vessel. The number of famigations will in like manner 
depend upon the condition of the vessel, crew, passengers and cargo. 

(f). If in the judgment of the Board of Health, a vessel require it, the Quarantine 
Physician may order the following sanitary measures: Baths, or other bodily care for the 
person ; washiny, or other disinfecting means for clothing ; displacement of merchandise 
on board, or complete breaking out; subjection to high steam, incineration, or submersion 
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at a distance below the surface of the water, for infected articles; the destraction of 
tainted or spoiled food or beverages; the complete ejection of water; thorough cleansing 
of the hold, and the disinfection of the well. In short, the complete purification of the 
vessel in all hor parts, by the use of steam, fumigation, force-pumps, wind-blasts, scrub- 
vine or scraping, and finally, detention at Quarantine anchorage until these means are 
erfected. 

i (g). All articles which have been in contact with persons sick with contagious, or in- 
fectious diseases, should be burned, or treated with a boiling hot solution of sulphate of 
zine and common salt, dissolved together i in water, in the proportion of four ounces of ah 
phate of zine and two ounces of salt to the gallon. 


Discharge of Cargo and Purification of Infected Vessels. 


Src. 10. Whenever it shall be deemed necessary by the Board of Health, the cargo of 
any vessel dangerously infected shall be discharged in lighters, or transferred to the ware- 
house especiaily prepared for its reception. 

After the discharge of cargo, the vessel shall be thoroughly cleansed, disinfected and 
ventilated ; the hold, the forecastle, or sleeping apartments of the crew, and the cabins for 
passengers, as well as bunks, or portable berths, shall be thoroughly cleansed, disinfected 
and ventilated. 

All decaying wood shall be scraped and disinfected with strong solutions of sulphate 

of iron and carbolic acid. The decks and unpainted woodwork should be treated in like 
manner. 

Until the process of discharge of cargo and purification has been completed a the sat- 
isfaction of the Quarantine Physician, there shall be no communication between the vessel 
and the shore, or other vessels, except by the written permit of the Quarantine Physician. 

Every person who shall go on board of any vessel while performing quarantine without 
the permission of the Resident Physician, or his assistants, shall torfeit the sum of fifty 
dollars. 

Rules Governing the Sick at Quarantine Stations. 


Sec. 11. The sick shall be detained in hospital-until recovery, and for such a time 
afterwards as Will insure that they will not communicate or transport the cause of 
disease. 

Src. 12. Passengers under. observation shall be detained at least five days from the time 
of the last exposure, or during the period of incubation of the disease or diseases for which 
the ship is detained. In case of the occurrence of other contagious or infeceious diseases, 
they shall be detained until, in the judgment of the bea gah eel: officer, they may be safely 
permitted to proceed to their destination. 

In the case of small-pox occurring on board a ship arriving at any port, the sick shall 
be sent to the hospital, and all not sick shall be immediately vaccinated, unless offering 
evidence of previous satisfactory vaccination, or of a previous attack of small- -pox. 

Src. 13. Persons employed at Quarantine Stations, who have been brought in contact 
with infected vessels, shall not be permitted to leave such station until their clothing has 
been washed and disinfected, nor until an interval of five days since their last exposure to 
infection. 


When Necessary, the Public Health to be Protected by Additional Measures. 


Src. 14. It shall be the duty of the Quarantine Physician to take the responsibility 
of applying such additional means as may be deemed indispensable for the protection of 
the public health; but in all such cases the Quarantine Physician shall report immediately 
and fully his action to the Board of Health. 


\ 


Classification of Merchandise at Quarantine Station for Sanitary Measures. 


4 Suc. 15. For the purpose of sanitary measures, iSite hae shall be arranged in three 
classes. 

1. Merchandise to be submitted to an obligatory Lee keds. and to purification. 

2. Merchandise subject to an optional quarantine; and 

3. Merchandise exempt from quarantine. _ 

The first class comprises all clothing, personal baggage and dunnage, rags, paper-rags, 
hides, skins, feathers, hair, and all other remains of animals, cotton, hemp, woolens and 
cottee in bags. 

The second class comprehends sugar, silks and linen, and cattle. 

The third class comprehends all merchandise not enumerated in the other two classes. 

With exisiting quarantinable disease on board, or if there be any such disease on board 
within the ten days last preceding, merchandise of the first class shall be landed at the 
quarantine warehouse, 

Merchandise of the second class may be admitted to pratique immediately, or trans- 
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ferred to the warehouse, according to circumstances, at the option of the quarantine officer, 
with due regard to the sanitary condition of the port. Merchandise of the third class shall 
be declared free, and admitted without unnecessary delay. 


Rules Governing Foul Vessels. 


_ Sxc. 16. If any vessbl, though not having had during the voyage any case of quaran- 
tinable disease, yet be found in a condition which the Quarantine officer shall deem dan- 
gerous to the public health, the vessel and cargo shall be detained until the case shall have 
been considered; the decision of the quarantine officer, however, in all such cases, shall be 
rendered within twenty-four hours. 

Vessels in an unhealthy and foul state, whether there has been sickness on board or 
not, shall not be allowed pratique until they shall have been duly cleansed and ventilated. 


Penalties for Violation of Quarantine Acts, Rules and Regulations. 


Src.17. Every master of a vessel subject to a quarantine ‘or visitation, arriving at 
the port of New Orleans, who shall refuse or neglect either, first, to proceed with and 
anchor his vessel at the place designated for quarantine at the time of his arrival; second, 
to submit his vessel, cargo and passengers to the examination of the physician, and to fur- 
nish all necessary information to enable that officer to determine what quarantine shall be 
fixed for his vessel at the quarantine ground during the period assigned for, her quarantine, 
and while there to comply with the directions prescribed by the acts of the Legislature of 
' Louisiana, and the rules and regulations of the Board of Health founded thereon, or with 
such directions prescribed for his vessel, crew and cargo and passengers, by the Resident 
Physician, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and be punished by a fine not exceeding two 
thousand dollars ($2000), or by imprisonment not exceeding twelve months, or by both, at 
the discretion of the court. 


Duty of Quarantine Physician to report to the Attorney General all Violation of Quarantine Laws. 


Src. 18. The Resident Physician shall report to the Attorney General all violations of 
this act; and it shall be his duty to prosecute all persons thus offending; to ccllect the 
fines and remit the amount thereof to the Secretary of the Board of Health, whose duty it 
shall be to keep a separate book for fines collected, to be approveil of every three months 
by the Attorney General. 


Duty of Harbor-Masters to Demand Permits of Resident Quarantine Physicians. 


Sec. 19. It shall be the duty of the Harbor-Mastoers, in their respective districts, to de- 
mand of the captain of every vessel arriving from sea to New Orleans, the permit of the Resi- 
dent Physician, and to report to the President of the Board of Health all vessels having en- 
tered the port without such permit. 


Power of Board of Health to Issue Their Warrant to the Sheriff of the City or Parish Where Any 
Vessel May Be, Having Violated the Quarantine Laws. 


Src. 20. The Board of Health shall have power to define the duties of officers employed 
by them, and impose additional duties to officers appointed under the acts entitled ‘‘An Act 
to establish Quarantine for the protection of the State,” approved March 15, 1855, and 
March 16, 1870, to issue warrants to any constable, police officer, or sheriff in the State, to 
apprehend and remove such person or persons as cannot otherwise be subjected to the pro- 
visions of this act, or who shall have violated.the same; and whenever it shall be neces- 
sary so to do, to issue their warrant to the sheriif of the city or parish where any vesel may 
be, having violated the provisions of the “Acts establishing and regulating Quarantine for 
the protection of the State, commanding him to remove said vessel to the Quarantine 
ground, anc arrest the officer thereof; all which warrant shall be executed by the officer to 
whom the same shall be directed, who shall possess the like power in the execution there- 
of, and be entitled to the same compensation as if the same.had been duly issued out of any 
court of the State. 


Rules and Regulations Governing the Captains or Masters of Towboais. 


Sec. 21. From the first of May to the first of November, all towboats plying from the - 
mouth of the river to New Orleans shall be liable to inspection and quarantine, and it shall 
be the duty of the different harbor-masters to require from the captains of said towboats 
the certificate of the Resident’ Physician; provided, nothing herein contained shall be so 
construed as 10 apply to towboats plying between New Orleans and the quarantine ground, 
and no further. 

Src. 22. The captain of any towboat or steamboat who shall receive on board of his 
boat freight, goods or passengers from a vessel liable to inspection or quarantine, or who 
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shall receive goods or passengers from the quarantine ground, without the permission of thé 
Resident Physician, shall be punished by a fine not exceeding two thousand dollars ($2000), 
and by imprisonment, at the discretion of the court; and all violations of the provisions of 
these quarantine laws at the quarantine station on the Mississippi River, and at the Rigo- 
lets, shall be tried by the Criminal Court of New Orleans, aud all violations of this act at 
the station on the Atchafalaya River shall be tried by the District Court of the parish of 
St. Mary. 
Rules and Regulations Governing Pilots. 


Src. 23. The Board of Health shall cause a sufficient number of these Rules and Regu- 
lations to be printed and delivered to the pilots to be distributed to the masters of vessels, 
arriving as before provided. 

SEc. 24. Every pilot, or any other person acting as such, shall deliver to the master 
of every vessel inward bound, one copy of the printed Rules and Regulations of the Board 
of Health of-the State of Louisiana, relative to quarantine, which shall be furnished him 
by the Board of Health; and any pilot refusing or neglecting so to do, or aiding or land- 
lug any person or persons, contrary to the Quarantine Acts, shall forfeit one hundred dol- 
lars for every offense. 


Duties and Powers of the President of the Board of Health. 


Src. 25. It shall be the duty of the President of the Board of Health to reside in New 
Orleans and superintend the different quarantine stations of the State, and it shall be his 
duty to visit them as often as the Board of Health may deem necessary. He shall have the 
_power to issue, during the adjournment of the Board of Health, to constables or to the 
sheriff, all orders and warrants provided by the provisions of the ‘Acts of the Legislature © 
of Louisiana, establishing and regulating quarantine for the protection of the State;” and 
shall report to the Attorney General all violations of the same. Whenever it shall be 
necessary so to do, the President of the Board of the Board of Health shail have power to 
issue his warrant to the sheriff of the city or parish where any yessel may be, having vio- 
lated the provisions of the ‘Acts establishing and regulating Quarantine for the protection 
of the State,” commanding him to remove said vessel to the quarantine ground, and arrest 
the*officers thereof, all which warrant shall be executed by the officer to whom the same 
shall be directed, who shall possess the like power in the execution thereof, and be entitled 
to the same compensation as if the same had been duly issued out of any court of the 
State. . 


Duties of Resident Quarantine Physicians. 


Sec. 26. It shall be the duty of the Resident Physicians of the Quarantine Stations, 
established by the Board ot Health of the State of Louisiana, to faithfully carry out at all 
times and under all circumstances, the provisions of the ‘Acts establishing and regulating - 
Quarantine for the protection of the State,” and the rules and regulations of the Board of 
Health, founded upon said acts. 

Sec. 27. It shall be the duty of the Resident Physician of the Mississippi Quarantine 
Station, or his assistant, to visit and inspect every vessel coming from any port or entering 
the mouth of the Mississippi River. 

He shall require the captain of every vessel thus inspected to pay the fees fixed by the 
acts of the Legislature of Louisiana; provided, nothing contained in this section shall apply 
to any vessel or craft going from New Orleans to sea and returning without having touched 
at any port, or at the Quarantine, towboats excepted. Vessels free from disease, not ina 
foul condition and not from an infected district (which shall be decided upon by the Resi- 
dent Physician); shall be farnished with a certificate of health and allowed to proceed to 
the city. The Resident Physician shall require for every inspection and certificate thus fur- 
nished the following fees: Every sailing vessel of one thousand tons and over shall pay 
thirty dollars ($30); every ship of one thousand tons or less shall pay twenty dollars ($20); 
every bark shall pay fifteen dollars ($15); every brig shall pay ten dollars ($10); every 
schooner shall pay seven dollars and fifty cents ($7 50); every steamboat (towboats except- 
ed) shail pay tive dollars ($5); every steamship from Florida, Alabama, Mississippi or Texas 
shall pay ten dollars ($10); every steamship from other ports shall pay twenty dollars ($20). 
The Resident Physiciau shall return to the Secretary of the Board of Health a weekly list 
of all the vessels inspected by him as well as all the fees collected by him, which shall form 
a fund for the support of quarantine. : 

Sec. 28. The Resident Physician shall have the power, and it shall be his duty, to 
detain at the Quarantine ground, with their cargoes, crews and passengers, all vessels 
coming from an infected district, or in a foul condition, or having on board persons affected 
with cholera, Yellow Fever, pestilential, contagious or infectious diseases, during such time 
as the Board of Health may deem necessary—to compel the captain to lance the sick at the 
Quarantine ground, to fumigate and cleanse all such vessels, and to submit to such rules 
and regulations as may be hereafter provided by the Board of Health, and that all costs 
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incurred for vessels found in a foul condition, including the sum of five dollars for the sup- . 


port of each and every sick person landed atthe Quarantine Station, shall be borne by the 
captain and owners, and shall be paid to the Resident Physician, before a certificate shall 
be issued giving free pratique. 

SEC. 29. The Resident Physician shall haye such other powers ‘as may be delegated to 
him by the Board of Health, not contrary to the provisions of the acts of the Legislature of 
the State of Louisiana, necessary to carry them into effect. It shall be his duty to remain 
at the Quarantine ground, attend the sick, and perform all such other duties as may be 
required of him by the Board of Health. 

Src. 30. The Resident Physician shall have power, at his discretion, to grant permits 
to persons acclimated and healthy, to proceed to the city. Heshall employ such means of 
purification, disinfection and fumigation of vessels as may be directed by the Board of 
Health, and shall require the captains or owners of said vessels to defray the costs of 
inspection, purification, disinfection and fumigation, and the Resident Quarantine Physician 
shall not release the vessel from quarantine until said cosis are paid. 

Src. 31. Vessels out ten days from infected ports, presenting clean bills of health, not 
having, nor having had sickness on board, and which are not in foul condition, shall be 
permitted to pass to the city after thorough fumigation by disinfecting agents, to effect 
which purpose the Resident Physician shall detain said vessel as long as the Board of Health 
may deem necessary. The Resident Physician shall, in all such cases, require evidence 
under oath; and he shall, by this act, be invested with the power to administer oaths 
whenever he may deem this necessary to attain the objects of quarantine. 

Src. 32. Itshall be the duty of the Quarantine Physicians, at their respective stations, 
to enter upon suitable books, furnished by the Board of Health, the following facts with 
reference to the vessels inspected : 

Name of vessel. 

Name of captain. 

Tonnage or class of vessel. 

Port from whence the vessel sailed. 

Length of passage. 

Date of sailing. 

Date of arrival at Quarantine Station. 

Number of days detained. 

. Sanitary condition of vessel. 

Number of cases of disease occurring during the voyage. 
11. Number of deaths occurring during the voyage. 
12. Number of cases occurring at Quarantine Station. 
13. Number of deaths occurring at Quarantine Station. 
14. Number and character of fumigations. 

15. Sanitary measures instituted. 

16. Number of officers. 

17. Number of crew. 

18. Number of passengers. 

19. Sanitary condition of crew. 

20. Sanitary condition of passengers. 
21. Nature of cargo. 

22. Name of consignee. 

Said books to be carefully preserved at the different quarantine stations. 

Src. 33. It shall be the duty of the Resident Physicians at the different quarantine 
stations, to prepare for the use of the Board of Health an annual report, in which the sta- 
tistics recorded in the books specified, shall be consolidated and arranged in accordance 
with the months of the year. 

By order of the Board of Health. JOSEPH JONES, M. D., 

President Board of Health, State of Louisiana. 


~_ 
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Sanitary Rules of the Board of Health of the State of Louisiana, Regulating Shipping in the 
Port of New Orleans. 


At the regular meeting of the Board of Health, April 22, 1880. the President, Dr. Joseph. 
Jones, submitted the following Sanitary Rules and Regulations for the regulation of ship- 
ping in the port of New Orleans, which were unanimously adopted. 

The President was authorized by the Board of Health to cause the publication and 
distribution of said rules. 

OFFICE BOARD OF HEALTH, STATE-HovussE, 
Corner St. Louis and Royal streets, New Orleans, April 22, 1880. ; 


I. Resolved by the Board of Health of the State of Lowisiana, That in order to prevent the 
introduction and spread of contagious and infectious diseases, therefore, the President of 
the Board of Health is empowered to inspect. the shipping in the port of 
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New Orleans, either in person or through the Sanitary Inspeétors, and to enforce the follow- 
ing rules and regulations: 

II. All captains, masters or medical officers of any water craft, are hereby required to 
report within twenty-four hours to the President of the Board of Health, at the office of the 
Board of Health, all cases within their cognizance of Asiatic’ cholera, Yellow Fever, remit- 
tent and congestive malarial fevers, typhus or ship fever, scarlet fever, small-pox, varioloid, 
measles, diphtheria, plague, leprosy, or any otber case that may at any time be specified by 
the Board of Health ; and in default or failure to so report such cases, such person so failing 
or in default shall be liable to a fine not to exceed fifty dollars; provided, however, the said 
Board may declare it unnecessary to report further cases, when any disease shall have been 
pronounced epidemic. No case of disease shall be removed from any vessel in the port of 
New Orleans to any house, residence or hospital in the city, without a written permit 
from the President of the Board of Health, under a penalty of a fine of fifty dollars for 
each and every jJoffense. 

III. Whenever it shall be deemed necessary to prevent the introduction and spread of 
contagious and infectious diseases, every vessel or water-craft arriving from a foreign port 
shall be visited by the President of the Board of Health, or his deputy inspectors, between 
sunrise and sunset, as soon as possible after such arrival; and the President or his deputy 
tnspectors shall examine ths bill of health, and inspect the ship or vessel and require of 
the captain or master, answers in duplicate to the following questions: 


Date of Inspection, New Orleans, 188 





Name of Vessel? 

Name of Captain or Master? 

Tonnage or Class of Vessel ? 

From whence is the Vessel you Command ? 

How many days have you been on the passage ? 

At what port or ports have ‘you touched ? - 

Were any Contagious or Infectious Diseases prevailing at the port from whence your 
vessel sailed? 

If so, name the Diseases. 

Were any Contagious or Infectious Diseases prevailing at the port or ports at which 
you touched ? 

10. If so, name the Diseases. 

1i. Was any freight or passengers received at the ports at which your vessel touched ? 

12. If so, give particulars. 

13. Have you any Bills of Health ? 

14. If so, produce them.. 

15. ee ee course of your cruise or passage what cases of disease have occurred on 

oar 

16. At what dates. 

17. Have any deaths taken place on board your vessel since you left the last port ? 

18. If so, at what dates, and from what causes? 

19. Are there any sick on your vessel at this time 

20. Has Yellow Fever, Small-Pox, Cholera or Plague ever existed in this ship? 

21. If so, when? 

22. What is the number of Officers ? 

23. What is the number of the Crew ? 

24. What is the number of passengers ? 

25. What is your cargo? 

26. To whom is the cargo consigned ? . 

27. What is the present sanitary condition of the vessel, cargo, crew and passengers ? 

28. Have you a Medical Officer? 

29. Give the name of the Medical Officer. 

30. Produce the Reports of the Medical Officer. 


om NOMA wIOP 





Signature of Master or Captain 
Subscribed to before me, an officer, 
Witness: . 
—— Official Title. 





Sanitary Rules Recommended by the Board of Health of the State of Louisiana, to be Observed by 
Vessels During Their Stay in the Port of New Orleans, and in Other Ports, and on their Pas- 
sage to and from New Orleans. 


(a). Each ocean-going steamship or sailing vessel should be provided with a compe- 
tent medical officer versed in the sanitation and hygiene of ships sailing in tropical or semi- 
tropical waters. 
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(b). Physicians attached to ships, steamships or vessels of any description should be 
considered as the Health Officers, and should be charged with the duty of watching their 
sanitary condition, and with the conduct of those operations which will promote in the 
highest degree the health of the officers, crew and passengers, and prevent as far as possi- 
ble the introduction of contagious and infectious diseases. 

(c). As far as possible the commerce of New Orleans, with insular, tropical and snb- 
tropical America, should be conducted by acclimaled officers and crews. By the term, accli- 
mated is understood those who have suffered at some period of their lives with Yellow 
Fever. 

(d). The attention of the captain, master cr medical officer shall at all times and under 
all circumstances be directed to the personal cleanliness of the crew, and to their food and 
drinking water. 

(e). None of the crew should be allowed to sleep on shore at night, or on deck, unless 
protected by an awning. 

(f). When in tropical and semi-tropical ports, the officers and men should hold as little 
intercourse with the shore as possible. 

(g). Unless when engaged in the reception or discharge of cargo, vessels should lie in 
the harbor as far. as practicable from tke shore. 

(kh). Earth, sand or soft porous rock should not be used as ballast. As far as prattica- 
ble the ballast should consist of hard rock, iron and other metals. 

(i). All vessels loading or unloading should pump out the bilge-water and wash out 
with fresh water, until the bilge-water shall be odorless. Then a solution of one part of 
carbolic acid (Calvert’s No. 5) to fifty parts of water, or the folowing compound should be 
introduced, and allowed to remain : 


Sulphate of iron (copperas) .......--..--..----.-.------.--fifty (50) pounds. 
Carbolic acid (Calvert's No.5) 2-.+.25.--2..0.....-+--+2.+-.two (2) gallons. 
WY Witton Wa cee yo Petree ee te ceiee as a Bd eae ela caia ae wee fifty (50) gallons. 


Every five days on the passage undiluted Carbolic Acid should be poured down the 
pump cr sounding tube, and the entire hold and between decks sprinkled with one part 
Carbolic Acid (Calvert’s No. 5) to fifty parts of water. | 

When practicable it is especially recommended that the hold should be fumigated with 
sulphyrous acid gas, or chlorine gas. 

As far as practicabie the hatches should be kept open, both while in port or at sea, and 
the largest possible amount of fresh air be introduced between and below decks, by the 
use of wind-sails and ventilators. Whitewashing of the unpainted woodwork below and 
between decks is recommended. 

(j). At the close of each day while in tropical. and sub-tropical ports, all the crew 
shouid wash their entire persous, leaving off all the clothing worn that day (for washing). 
and dress in clean flannels and clothing throughout. 

As soon as the weather will permit after leaving port, all mattresses, bedding and simi- 
lar material should be got up on deck and sunned and aired for several hours, this to be 
repeated every two or five days, during the passage, if the weather permits. 

(k). All baggage and clothing of passengers should be exposed to the air and disin- 
fected or famigated as soon as possible after coming on board, and again before arriving at 
Quarantine Station and the harbor of New Orleans. 

(l). Baggage-rooms, water-closets, dirty tinen, lockers, cabins and berths should be 
kept thoroughly clean and disinfected. 

(m). The quarters of the crew should be kept clean and disinfected. 

The Captain and Medical Officer should direct their especial attention to the‘ general 
hygiene of the crew and passengers. 

By order of the Board’ of Health, JOSEPH JONES, M. D., 

President Board of Healih, Siate of Louisiana. 





Rules and Regulations of the Board of Health of the State of Louisiana, Governing the Missis- 
sippi Quarantine Station, Adopted August 19, 1880. 


The Committee on Quarantine respectfully submit the following additional rules and 
regulations, defining the duties of the Resident Quarantine Physicians and the employes of 
of the Board of Health of Louisiana at the Mississippi Quarantine Station. 

1. 4 shall be the duty of the Resident Quarantiue Physicians at the Mississippi’Sta- 
tion to enforce the strictest sanitary regulations in all the buildings underjtheir charge, 
the grounds surrounding the same, and all other parts of the Quarantine Station. 

This rule is to be construed as of daily requisition, and for its fulfillment they are in- 
atructed to employ the boatmen, or a portion of them, in rotation, for the purpose. 

2. Itshall be the duty of the Resident Quarantine Physician to make a monthly re- 
port to the Board of Health of the State of Louisiana of the sanitary condition of the 
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Quarantine Station and of the sanitary measures instituted by them, and all other facts 
relative to the affairs of the Station that he may deem necessary for their information. 

8. It shall be the duty of the Resident Quarantine Physician, or his assistant in car- 
rying out the requisitions of section 27 of the rules and regulations of the Board of Health 
of the State of Louisiana, to supervise in person the cleansing, disinfection and fumigation 
of all vessels detained at the Quarantine Station, under section 9 of the rules and regula- 
tions of the Board of Health. ® 

In the case of every vessel fumigated he shall assure himself of the actual weight of 
the sulphur employed for the purpose, that he may comply strictly in all particulars with 
the requirements of section 9 of the rules and regulations. 

4. Itis ordered by the Board of Health of the State of Louisians, that from the Ist of 
May to the 1st of November, or while any contagious or infectious diseases may exist at the 
Quarantine Station at other periods of the year, absolute isolation shall be enforced. 

(a). ‘Chat only the Resident Quarantine Physicians, and those persons employed under 
the sanction of the Board of Health, shall be allowed to reside at the Mississippi Quaran- 
tine Station, 

(b). That while infected vessels are moored at the Quarantine Station no one shall be 
allowed to go on board such vessels but the Resident Physicians and the employes under 
them. 

(c). That within the above prescribed time (from the first of May to the first of No- 
vember), or while any contagious or infectious disease prevails at the Station, no communi- 
cation will be allowed with the opposite bank of the river, or the shores adjacent to the 
Quarantine Station, or with any vessels passing the Station. 

(d). That all needful supplies desired from such places or vessels shall be brought to 
the Station by the Quarantine boat, or boats manned by the employes of the Board of 
Health, without going on shore or on board the vessels. 

(e). Until the process of discharge of cargo and purification has been completed to the 
satistaction of the Quarantine Physician, there shall be no communication between the ves- 
sel and the shore or other vessels. 

Every person who sha] go on board of any vessel while performing quarantine with- 
out a written permit from the Resident Quarantine Physician or his assistant, shall forfeit 
the sum of fifty dollars. 

All infractions of this rule shall be immediately reported by the Resident Physician to 
the President of the Board of Health. 

(f). That no vessel, tug er other craft navigating the river shall be allowed, under 
any circumstances, to go alongside of any infected vessel detained at Quarantine, nor shall 
they be permitted to land at the Government wharf, or other paits of the Quarantine Sta- 
tion, while any contagious or infectious disease exists on the shore, or on board of any ves- 
sel detained at Quarantine. 

(g). All persons embarking from the Quarantine Station when required to leave it 
during the prevalence of any contagious or infectious disease on shore, or who have visited 
any infected vessel in the discharge of quarantine duty, must embark in mid-stream, after 
proper fumigation of their apparel and effects, as required by section 13 of the rules and 
regulations of the Board of Health. 


(Signed ) J.C. BEARD, M. D. 
(Signed) J.P. DAVIDSON, M. D. 


(Signed) F. LOEBER, M. D. 


(c). THE LAWS GOVERNING THE CITY OF NEW ORLEANS, WITH REFERENCE TO 
THE REPORT OF CONTAGIOUS AND INFECTIOUS DISEASES. . 


[Extract from Health Ordinances of the City of New Orleans, State of Louisiana, ] 


The majority of the Health Ordinances of the city of New Orleans have been framed 
and passed by the Board of Health and recommended to the City Council and been received 
and indorsed by this representative of the popular will. These enactments, therefore, 
should be regarded as the joint product of the Board of Health and City Council. 
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SANITARY ORDINANCES, ADOPTED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF NEW ORLEANS 
JUNE 25, 1879. 3 


[ Oficial. ] 
MAYORALITY OF NEw ORLEANS, City Hall, June 25, 1879. 
[No. 6022—Administration Series. ] * 


AN ORDINANCE for the better protection and preservation of the public health. 


SECTION 1. - Be it ordained by the Council of the City of New Orleans, That no person shal 
bring or cause to be brought into the limits of the city of New Orleans any hides, bones, 
peltry, rags or other articles whatsoever which may tend to produce infection, or in any 
way to injure or endanger health. 

SEc. 2. No person shall sell, or offer or expose for sale in public or private any blown, 
stale, decaying, putrid, rotten or unwholesome provisions, vegetables, fruits or tainted 
meats or fish or any impure or unsound food. or any drink Jiable to be injurious to health, 
or the flesh of any animal that has died of disease, or which was diseased when killed. 

* + * * * *% 


Sec. 8. The Administrator of Police shall upon complaint of the Board of 
Health, remove or cause to be remover any foul or offensive matters whatever, to such 
place or places as may be selected by said Board, at the expense of the owner of said mat- 
ter, or the occupant or owner of the premises where the same may be. 

* * * ” ® # 


Sec. 13. The Board of Health may, in its discretion, for the protection of life and 
health, declare any structure or place unhealthy, and may order such structure or place 
forthwith to be vacated and ciosed; and the same shall not again be occupied until it shall 
appear to have been so cleansed or repaired as to be fit for human habitation, and permis- 
sion shall have been granted accordingly by the Board of Health. 

* * 


* * % * 


Src. 24. No tomb, grave or vault containing any dead body shall be opened without 
permission, in writing, from the proper officers of the Board of Health, and no human body 
or remains thereof, within the jurisdiction of said Board, shall be disinterred or disen- 
tombed without its written authority, or be removed from or brought within the limits of 
the city of New Orleans without such authority first obtained. 

* & 2 


» 2 ® 


Src. 25. Every sexton or other person having charge of any cemetery, graveyard or 
burying ground shall, on Monday of each week, before the honr of 9 a. M., make a written 
report and hand thesame into the office of the Board of Health; which said report shall con- 
tain the full name ofeach and everyperson buried insnch cemetery, yard or ground during the 
seven days next preceding 6 o’clockp. m. of the last Sunday before making such report, to- 
gether with a statement of the color, sex, age, nativity, the cause of death of such person, 
occupation, place of death, social condition and birth place of parents; also what inter- 
ments were made in the ground and what interments in vaults or tombs, together with the 


numbers and owners of said vaults or tombs and such other information as the Board of » 


Health may from time to time require. 

Src. 26. The Board of Health may remove or cause to be removed to hospital or other 
place of treatment any person or persons suffering from small-pox whenever such removal 
shall, in the discretion of said board, be deemed necessary for the proper treatment of such 
person or persons for the prevention or spread of said disease. 

Src. 27. All practitioners of medicine, masters of any water-craft, hotel, boarding or 
lodging-house keepers, principals or masters of any public or private school, the chief offi- 
cers or persons in charge of any public institution of charity or of punishment, and heads of 
families are hereby required to report, within twenty-four hours, to the office of the Board 
of Health all cases within their cognizance of Asiatic cholera, leprosy, Yellow Fever, typhus 
or ship fever, diptheria, malignant scarlet fever, small-pox, varioloid, trichiniasis, or any 
other case that may at any time be specified by the Board of Health. 

Sec. 28. Parents shall jnform principals of schools attended by their children of any 
contagious disease occurring in their families. 

Sec. 29. All animals sick with any contagious or infectious disease shall be removed 
at once beyond the limits of the city of New Orleans by the person or persons owning or 
having charge of said animals, and in defanlt of such action said animals may be ,removed 
by the Board of Heath at the expense of such person or persons. 

* * * * * * * 

Src. 33. All citizens are hereby authorized to lodge complaints at the office of the 
Board of Health, or with the sanitary inspectors, or with the sanitary police officers, of 
any violation of this ordinance; and in order to facilitate such complaints, books of com- 
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plaint shall be kept at the office of the Board of Health, and at thé office of each sanitary 
inspector, and said books shall be at all times open for entering therein any complaint or 
wrong. 

Src. 34. No person shall willfully obstruct, hinder or resist any officer or person, duly 
authorized by the Board of Health, in the execution or enforcement of any sanitary ordi- 
nance or order of said board, or in entering into or upon any premises for the purpose 
of examining the same. 

Src. 35. The penalty for violation of any section or portion of this ordinance shall be 
a fine not exceeding twenty-five dollars, recoverable before the recorder of the district 
wherein the offense was committed; or in default of payment of the fine, imprisonment 
not exceeding thirty days for each and every offense. 

* # 


* * # * * 


Src. 37. That the members of the Board of Health and its agents, officers and em- 
ployes, and the members of the Crescent City Police and the Recorders of the several dis- 
tricts of this city are specially charged with the enforcement of the provisions of this ordi- 
nance. 

Src. 38. All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict with this ordinance are here- 
by repealed in so far as they may conflict, and this ordinance shall take effect from and 
atter its passage. 

Adopted by the Council of the city of New Orleans, June 24, 1879. 

Yeas—Glynn, Houston, Isaacson, Marks, Mealey. 

. I. W. PATTON, Mayor. 


A true copy: 
Rost. C. Woop, Secretary, 


[No. 14—Administration Series.] 


AN ORDINANCE granting additional authority to the Board of Health to protect the health 
| of the city. 


WHEREAS, that loathsome and infectious disease, small-pox, is on the increase; and, 
whereas, energetic and effective measures ought to be made use of to secure the disappear- 
ance of said disease. 

SECTION 1. Beit ordained, That the Board of Health shall have authority to remove to 
hospital or other place for treatment, any person or persons suffering from small-pox, when- 
ever such removal shall, in the discretion of said Board, be deemed necessary for the 
proper treatment of such person or persons, or for the prevention of the spread of said 
disease. 

Sec. 2, That the Board of Health shall have authority, at its discretion, to prevent 
access to or egress from, or cause to be vacated, any infected building, place or locality, 
and to fumigate, or otherwise disinfect any such building, place, or locality, whenever, in 
the discretion of said board such action shall be deemed necessary to prevent the spread of 
said disease. 

Sec. 3. That the Board of Health shall have authority to disinfect or destroy, by burn- 
ing or otherwise, any infected clothing, bedding, or any substance or material, whenever in 
the discretion of said board such action shall be deemed necessary to-prevent the spread of 
said disease. | 

Src. 4. That the expenses incurred in the necessary performance of any of the duties 
named in this ordinance shall, after their approval by the Board of Health, be borne by the 
city of New Orleans: provided, that no contract fixing the price for the future keeping,. 
maintenance and attendance upon small-pox patients shall be valid, without the previous 
_ approval of the Administrator of Police and the Mayor. 

Src. 5. Be it further ordained, etc., That all ordinances and parts of ordinances in con- 
flict herewith be repealed, so far as they may so conflict, and this ordinance skall take effect 
trom and after its passage. ‘ 

Adopted by the Council of the city of New Orlcans, April 14, 1870. 

' BENJ. F. FLANDERS, Mayor. 
A true copy: 
A. CONQUEST CLAREE, Secretary. 
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ORDINANCE CONFERRING POWER UPON BOARD OF HEALTH TO CIRCUMSCRIBE 
INFECTIOUS AND CONTAGIOUS DISEASES. 


MAYORALTY OF NEW ORLEANS, City Hall, July 9, 1879 
(No. 6046—Administration Series. ] 


AN ORDINANCE for the further protection and preservation of the public health. 


Beit ordained, etc., That the Board of Health may, at its discretion, regulate or prevent 
access to or egress from, or cause to be vacated, any infected building, water-craft, place 
or locality, or cause to be fumigated or otherwise disinfected, any infected building or 
water-craft whenever, in the opinion of said board, such action shall be deemed neces- 
sary to prevent the spread of any dangerous and infectious diseases; and 

Be it further ordained, etc, That the Board of Health mav disinfect any infected clothing, 
bedding or other substances wi enever, in the discretion of said Board, such action shall be 
deemed necessary to prevent the spread of disease. 

Adopted by the Council of New Orleans, July 8, 1879. 

Yeas—Houston, Issacson, Marks, Mealey, 

I. W. PATTON, Mayor. 
A true copy: 
Rost. C. Woop, Secretary. 


AN ORDINANCE RELATING TO CONTAGIOUS AND INFECTIOUS DISEASES. 
| Mayorary OF NEw ORLEANS, City Hall, February 18, 1879. 
[ No. 4916—Administration Series. ] 

AN ORDINANCE amending section 21 of Ordinance No. 235, new series, approved Angust 2, 1866 
(article 435 of Leovy and Luzenberg’s Digest of the Laws and General Ordinahces of the city of 
New Orleans, edition of 1870). 

ARTICLE 455 (21). The coroner or coroaers, or his or their deputies, masters of any wa- 
ter-craft, boarding or lodging house keepers, principals or masters of avy boarding-school 
or seminary and all practitioners of medicine, surgeons, obstetricians or physicians, apoth- 
ecaries, chemists, druggists, midwives and all persons who use or pretend to use medical, 
obstetrical or surgical means for the treatment of disease, disorder or lesion, are hereby re- 
quired, each, any, or all of them, as the case may be, to report to the Board of Health of 
the State of Louisiana, all cases of contagious, infectious, epidemological diseases, espec- 
ially cho'era, yellow fever, trichiniasis, typhus or ship fever, small-pox, diphtheria or any 
of the grades of such diseases, or any others that may be specified by the Board of Health, 
or may be generally adjudged contagious or infectious, within twenty-four hours after the 
same may come under their treatment, cognizance or supervision. And the penalty for 
offending against this section, or any portion thereof, shall not be less than twenty: five dol- 


lare for each and every offense, and in default of payment thereof, the offender shall suffer 
imprisonment not to exceed thirty days. 


Adopted by the Council of the city of New Orleans, February 18, 1879. 
Yeas—Behan, Glynn, Isaacson, Marks, Mealey. 
* I. W. PATTON, Mayor. 


CEMETERIES AND INTERMENTS. 


ARTICLE 159 (1). [Page 76 of Leovy & Luzenberg’s Revised Ordinances of 1870.] That 
no keeper of any burial ground within the limits of the city shall receive or bury any corpse 
unless the bearers or carriers of the same shall deliver to him the certificate of a licensed 
physician, or of a magistrate, or of the coroner, containing a statement, specitying as nearly 
as possible, the death, name, age, birthplace, sex and color, and setting forth the location 
of the house or place from whence said corpse was taken for burial, giving the name of the 
owner or lessee of said house or place, and the number and street where said house is sit- 
uated; and if there is no number, as close a description of the situation of said house as 
possible; and should any keeper of any burial grouud refuse or neglect to perform any of 
the duties reqnired by this article, he shall be fined the sum of fifty dollars for each and 
every violation, 

ArT. 160 (2). Whenever the keeper of any of the said burial grounds shall discover 
thatthe formalities required by this ordinance cannot be comphed with by the bearers or 
the carriers of said corpse, or by any person or persons bringing the same for burial, he shal] 
immediately inform the coroner thereof, in order that said officers may proceed to ascertain 
whether any crime has been committed ; and for any neglect to comply with this provision 
the said keeper shall be fined as provided for in the preceding section. 
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ArT, 161 (3). All tombs must be built of the best kind of brick or stone, laidin mor- 
tar, with the proper proportion of the best cement and sharp sand, and covered with bitu- 
men on the ground floor of each tomb, with walls not less than nine inches in thickness 
and plastered. All the tombs must be kept in good order, and it shall be the duty of 
the sexton to notify the owners thereof to have them repaired, otherwise it shall be done 
AY tae city at the expense of the owners, who shall be fined in asum not exceeding fifty 
dollars. 

ArT. 165 (7). All sextons shall enter, within the shortest possible delay, all deceased 
persons who may be conveyed to the their respective cemeteries. in graves to be dug not 
less than four feet in depth, and to be at a distance of at least three feet from each other, 
according to such limitations as shall be described by the City Surveyor, and in pursuance 
of such directions as they may receive from the Mayor; and it shall be the duty of each 
of said sextons to keep a book, in which they shall insert, according to their dates, the 
name, sex, age, business and birthplacs of each and every person they shall bury in the 
ground, or deposit in the tombs; and the said keeper shall be fined not less than ten, nor 
more than fifty dollars, for each and every violation of the foregoing provisions. 

ArT. 169 (11). No burial shall be permitted in avy churchyard in this city, except the 
pastors of their churches, under a penalty of a fine of one hundred dollars. 

ART. 172 (14). It shall be the duty of every person at whose domicile any person shall 
have died to cause the same to be buried within forty-eight hours after his death; and any 
person offending against this section of this ordinance, shall pay a fine not exceeding one 
hundred dollars for each offense. 

ArT. 180 (22). After the passage of this ordinance there shall not be established within 
the limits of this city any cemetery or depository of the dead, without first having obtained 
permission from the Common Council, under a penalty of twenty-tive dollars per day for 
each and every day such establishment shall exist. 

ART. 183 (2). Every burial certificate shall bear the indorsement of the Recorder of 
Births and Deaths of the parish of Orleans that such requirements of existing State laws 
have been fully complied with. 


Board of Health Certificate of Vaccination. 




















New Orleans, 188 
I hereby certify that on the——day 188 , I vaccinated (examined) of num- 
ber street, aged ——years mouths——weeks, and that the evidence of suc- 
cessful vaccination are satisfactory. . —_—— M. D 











Residence e 


FREE VACCINATION 
Every Wednesday and Saturday, from 1 to 2 o’clock, at the office of the Sanitary Inspectors 
of each District. 


School children furnished gratuitously with certificates of vaccination by Sanitary In- 
spectors every Wednesday and Saturday from 1 to 2 o’cloek. 


188 





is New Orleans, 
To the Board of Health: 


I hereby report a case of. at number street. Name 











age——nativity—— 



































color——; date of attack ; length of time in the city —-— 
Address: —— ———_-_M. D. 
Certificate of Death. 
Name cause of death - date of death place of death—--color or race—— 
eX occupation ———place of birth time in this city age——year — 
month days. Condition: Single———married —- widow——-birth place of father—— 





birth place of mother Remarks: 


I certify that I attended the person above named, who died of the disease stated, on the day 
named - 











——_——-M. D. 
Address 





—— 


No —— Street, New Orleans, La. 


Physicians are reminded of the importance of filling out these certificates with accur- 
acy, as they are the basis of the vital statistics of the city. 
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OFFICE BOARD OF HEALTH, STATE OF LOUISIANA, ; 
New Orleans,————188—  §) 
i, M.D, Dear Sir :—Your attention is invited to the following Ordinance, 
May 18, 1870: 

SEcTION 28. All practitioners of medicine, masters of any water craft, hotel, boarding 
or lodging house keepers, principals or masters of any boarding school or seminary, the 
chief officers or persons in charge of any public institution of charity or asylum, or other- 
wise, are hereby required to report within twenty-four hours, to the office of the Board of 
Health, all cases within their cognizance of Asiatic cholera, Yellow Fever, typhus or ship 
fever, malignant scarlet fever, small-pox, varioloid, trichiniasis, or any other case that may 
at any time be specified by the Board of Health, and in default or failure to so report such 
cases, such person so failing or in default shall be liable to a fine not to exceed fifty dollars; 
provided, however, that said Board may declare it unnecessary to report further cases, when 
any disease shall have been pronounced epidemic. 

In addition to the list of diseases named above, the Board of Health desire cases of 
diptheria to be reported in like manner, and trust that you will never neglect to give timely 
information at this office, in accordance with the terms of the Ordinance. 

Very respectfully, 


JOSEPH JONES, M. D., President. 


(d) THE LAWS GOVERNING THE SANITARY INSPECTORS AND SANITARY PO- 
LICE OF NEW ORLEANS. 

At the regular meeting of the Board of Health, on the thirtieth of September, 1880, Dr. 
Formento submitted the following report of the special committee, which was unanimous- 
ly adopted: 

ag The Sanitary Inspector of each city district shall have an office located in a central 
and convenient portion of his district, and which shall be open every day for the benefit of 
the public from 8 o’clock a. m. to 4 o’clock p.m. Said office shall contain all the official 
archives, books, papers, etc., of the district; also a special book for ‘‘ complaints,” in which 
all complaints and notices of nuisances shall be accurately entered. 

2. The Sanitary Inspector shall keep regular office hours, from 12 to 2 p.m., during 
which hours he will attend personally to the transaction of his office duties. 

3. He shall, once a day, report at the office of the Board of Health, either in person or 
through-his sanitary officer. 

4, Heshall strictly enforce all the rules and regulations of the Board of Health, and 
see that all sanitary laws are rigorously carried out. He shall give his special attention to 
sanitary measures concerning markets, public schools, prisons, hospitals, asylums and other 
char; table institutions, and shal] report on their condition; also on that of streets and gut- 
ters, of privies, wharves, tenement-houses, slaughter-houses, dairies, cisterns, ete. 

5. He shall inspect personally all the shipping in his district on the river front, as 
well as in the Old and New Basins, and report on their exact sanitary condition and health 
of their crews. ' 

6. He shall make out, in his monthly report, a complete and accurate tableau of the 
total number of deaths, and causes of same, occurring in his district, with the age, nativity, 
sex and color of each case. 

7. It shall be his duty to report all cases of contagious or infectious diseases in his 
district, viz: Cholera, diptheria, Yellow Fever, typhus or typhoid fever, small-pox, scarla- 
tina, etc., and to see that the premises in which such cases have oecurred be properly 
cleansed, fumigated, disinfected, etc., and to see that the cases are isolated. 

8. He shall vaccinate, free of charge, the poor children in his district. 

9. He shall distribute gratuitously in his district the disinfectants recommended by 
the Board of Health, giving necessary instructions as to the proper manner of using them. 

10. He shall also distribute among the people all the printed rules and regulations and 
circulars of the Board of Health, giving to those seeking them free advice and instruction on 
all sanitary matters, in order to secure a more general and uniform adoption by the people 
of hygienic measures. 

1]. All reports and communications of sanitary inspectors, whether written or verbal, 
shall be addressed directly to the President of the State Board of Health, pr to one of the 
members of said Board, and no person outside of the President or members shall receive 
any information of an official character from any of the district sanitary inspectors. 
Neither Shall any pubiication relating to the sanitary operations of the Board of Health be 
made by any sanitary inspector, except by order of the Board of Health. 

12. The sanitary police officers shall be assigned to their respective duties by the Pres- 
ident of the Board of Health, and shall carry out all instructions and orders emanating 
from the Board under the direction and supervision of the sanitary inspectors. It shall be 
their duty to enforce all sanitary laws and regulations enacted by the city. 

F. FORMENTO, M. D., Chairman Committee, 
J.C. BEARD, M. D. I. N. MARKS. 
K. T. SHEPARD, M. D, EK. HERNANDEZ, 
kK, BREWSTER. 
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BOARD OF HEALTH, STATE OF LOUISIANA. 
[Circular No. 1.] 


Sanitary Measures to be Enforced by the Sanitary Inspectors of the City of New Orleans. 


OFFICE BOARD OF HEALTH OF THE STATE OF LOUISIANA, t 
State-House, April 22, 1€80. 


1. Honse-to-house inspections must be pressed as rapidly as possible. 

2. Order the abatement of all nuisances. 

3. Order the emptying and disinfection of all foul privies. 

4. Order the periodic disinfection at intervals of not less than seven days of all privies 
and water-closets. 

5. Order the cleansing and disinfection of all foul alleys and yards. 

6. Enforce the ordinance which compels all citizens to place the garbage and refuse 
matters of dwellings, hotels, stores, markets, manufactories and stables in boxes or barrels, 
or other suitable receptacles, for removal by the garbage carts. 


Disinfection. 


The Board of Health of the State of Louisiana deem it important that the people should 
be instructed with regard to the value and importance of disinfection, for the removal of 
foul gases and emanations, and for the destruction of the poisons of infectious and conta- 
gious diseases. 

To accomplish the greatest good for the preservation of the health of the people, disin- 
fection should be practiced at regular intervals throughout the entire year; but more fully 
and frequently in the city of New Orleans during the months of May, June, July, August, 
September and October. ; 

By disinfection and household sanitation, the people should seek to avert or prevent 
pestilence, and should not delay the practice of these important measures until disease is 
actually developed, by the neglect and violation of sanitary laws. Each citizen, therefore, 
by obeying rigidly sanitary laws beeomes the guardian of the health of his household. 

New Orleans is without sewers, and the privies necessarily contain at all times an im- 
mense amount of foecal matter. Even under the most energetic system of the removal 
of the contents of the privies, it is essential that disinfectants be used in this 
hot, moist climate, at regular intervals. It should be borne in mind, however, that disin- 
fection cannot be substituted for want of cleanliness or of ventilatior, but should be used for 
the prevention of those putrefactive processes, which result in the generation of com- 
pounds and agents deleterious to man. 

In the selection of disinfectants reliable agents should be secured, which can be pro- 
cured ina state of purity, and at so small a cost that they can be used in adequate quanti- 
ties and at stated intervals. 


Disinfectants— Disinfection of Privies and Water-Closets. 


For the disinfection of privies, cess-pools water-closets and vaults, use the following: 


Sulphate of Iron (green vitriol, or copperas)...-....--... 8 pounds. 
Calvert’s Carbolic Acid, No. 5...............-...----.--1 pint. 
W BOF [ase isl Eee bin eid oldies clleb Soe hes wok ese suieut 4 TOLLONE. 


Dissolve the green vitriol in hot water, and when cool add the carbolic acid. Add one 
gallon of this mixture to the privy or water closet to be disinfected, and thereafter one 
quart every fifth day, or oftener, if foul smell be evolved from the privy. 

Lime should not be used in the disinfection of privies, as it decomposes the salts of 
ammonia. 

This objection, however, does not apply to the sulphate of lime (Plaster of Paris), 
which may be used with advantage in combination with carbolic acid and copperas. 

The walls of privies and all unpainted wood-work should be whitewashed. 


Foul Drains, Damp Foul Yards, Stables, Cow-Houses, Markets and Slaughter-Houses. 


Fresh-slacked lime, chloride of lime, plaster of Paris and sulphate of iron, Should be 
sprinkled over damp and foul places, drains and yards. For disinfection of such places a 
simple solution of sulphate of iron or copperas, in proportion of one and a half pounds to 
the gallon, nay be used. The copperas solution may be prepared in large quantities for 
markets, stables and slaughter-houses, foul yards, drains and gutters, by hanging a basket 
containing about seventy pounds of copperas in a barrel of water. 

JOSEPH JONES, M. D., President Board of Health. 
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BOARD OF HEALTH, STATE OF LOUISIANA. 
{Circular No. 2.1] 


Sanitary Measures to be enforced dy the Sanitary Inspectors and Police of the City of New Orleans 
with reference to the» conduct of the Nuisance Wharf and the removal and jinal disposition of 
Night Soil. 

OFFICE BoarRD OF HEALTH OF THE STATE OF LOUISIANA. 
_ State-House, August 3, 1880. 


After a careful inspection of the nuisance wharf, and after the consideration of the 
complaints of citizens concerning the apparatus, the mode of disinfection and manner of 
removal and final disposition of night soil by individuals and companies, the following regu- 
lations are established for the guidance of the Sanitary Inspectors and Police of the Board 
of Health of the State of Louisiana : 

1. The contents of privies are not properly and thoroughly disinfected by the various 
excavating companies. In order to remedy this difficulty each Sanitary Inspector should 
carny out the following rules, and order hiy police officers to compel the night soil men and. 
excavating companies to comply fully with the specifications of this circular: 

(a). Copperas (sulphate of iron) should be used in the preliminary disinfection of the 
contents of privies in the proportion of four pounds to each barrel of excrement to be re- 
moved; one-half this amount of copperas to be used in solution twenty-four hours before 
the contents of the vaults are disturbed, and the remainder during the emptying of the 
privy. Therefore two disinfections should be practiced, namely: The first twenty-four 
hours before, and the second during the removal of the contents. 

(b). In order to secure the proper and thorough disinfection of the night soil, the Sani- 
tary Inspectors should issue special orders to the Sanitary Police, detailing them during 
certain days, or at certain specified periods, to superintend the labors of the vidangeurs 
during the disiafection and excavation of privies aud privy vaults. Stringent orders should 
be issued by the Sanitary Inspector of each district, through his Sanitary Police, command- 
ing the night soil men to execute the proper disinfection, and at the same time requiring 
full and specific reports from the police officers. 

2. Grave complaints have been made against the imperfect construction and action of 
the apparatus (pumps, tanks, barrels, etc.), of the various excavating companies. 

In order to rectify this difficulty each Sanitary Inspector will at once proceed to inspect 
and carefully test the apparatus for the excavation of night soil in his district, and at once 
report all imperfections to the Board of Health. The charges should be specific, so that the 
necessary legal steps may be taken. 

The Sanitary Inspectors of each district should, at intervals of not more than one 
month, execute similar inspections as previously detailed. 

3. In all cases where orders have been issued for the emptying of privies, the Sanitary 
Inspector should order reinspections for the verification of the execution of the sanitary 
order. The Sanitary Inspector of each district should also verify the execution of the 
sanitary ordinances relating to privies, by a comparison of the date and number of the 
original order, with the date and number of the permit granted by the Board of Health. 

4, One or more policemen shall be detailed to superintend the execution of the law 
with reference to the filling, towing, emptying and cleansing of the nuisance boats. Said 
policemen shall be under the immediate direction of the sanitary Officer or officers of the 
district or districts in which the nuisance boat or boats are located. 

5. . With reference to the nuisance wharf and boats the following points should be ob- 
served : 

(a). The windows of the house devoted to the reception of the night soil should be 
closed during the emptying of the contents of the barrels into the hold of the nuisance 
wharf. 

(b). During the discharge of the excrement into the hold of the nuisance boats fresh 
air should be fully supplied to the house by means of bellows. 

(c). The opening tor ventilation upon the roof of the house should be sufficiently large, 
and should be supplied with charcoal furnaces, in which fire shall be kept burning during 
the discharge of the contents of the barrels. . 

(d). The furnaces covering the ventilators of the nuisance boat should be kept sup- 
pliea wich burning charcoal both duriug and after the emptying of the contents of the bar- 
rels or tanks into the hold of the nuisance whart. 

(e). All joints and openings on the nuisance boat should be rendered air-tight by 
means of canvas saturated with coal-tar. 

JOSEPH JONES, M. D., 


President Board of Health State of Louisiana. 


The preceding rules and regulations governing the quarantine officers and 
establishments of the State, and the ‘“‘Sanitury Inspectors and police of the 


14. 
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city of New Orleans, were published and distributed, and were systematically 
and rigidly enforced by the officers and members of the Board of Health, 
and there is no reason to doubt for one moment the accuracy of the reports 
of the medical practitioners of New Orleans, who have ever been distinguished 
for their extensive learning, skill, philanthropy, and personal integrity. 

The Coroner of the city of New Orleans, Dr. J.C. Beard, is also a mem- 
ber ot the Board of Health, and in the execution of his ‘arduous duties 
which were confined to no particular district, but embraced the entire city, 
has recorded not one death as caused by Yellow Fever; and yetif this dis- 
ease had influenced to any extent the mortality of N ew Orleans, such fact 
could not have escaped the notice of this officer. 

On the other hand, the Sanitary Inspectors were charged to take cogni- 
zance of all the cases of contagious and infectious diseases occurring in their 
respective districts, and to institute all necessary measures for their arrest. 

In the month of January, 1880, scarlet fever caused 1 death; diptheria. 5. 
February, scarlet fever 1; measles 1; diptheria 4. March, scarlet fever 6; 
measies 4; diptheria 5. ’ “April, scarlet fever 3; measles 20; diptheria 2. 
May, scarlet fever 5; measles 39: ; Small-pox Vea, une, scarlet. fever 6; 
measles 23 3 diptheria 9. July, scarlet fever 11; measles 9; diptheria 6. 
August, scarlet fever 4; measles 1; diptheria 7. September, scarlet fever 
1; diptheria 3. October, scarlet fever 2; diptheria 13. 

Tei is evident from the preceding record that : 

1st. Small-pox occasioned but one death in New Orleans, during the first 
ten months of 1880. The Secretary had standing orders to furnish .all the 
physicians and Sanitary Inspectors, applying at the officeeof the Board of 
Health, with fresh vaccine matter. 

2d. Scarlet fever occasioned forty deaths, the largest number (11), occur- 
ing in the month of July. 

3d. Measles occasioned 97 deaths, the largest number (39), occurring in 
the month of May. The disease disappeared entirely in the months of Sep- 
tember and October. 

4th. Diptheria occasioned fifty-four deaths, the highest number (13), 
occurred in September. 

At no time during the first ten months of the year 1880, did small- -pox, 
scarlet fever, measles or diptheria, assume the proportions of epidemics. 

In addition to the instructions contained i in the preceding circulars, the Sani- 
tary Inspectorsreceived specific orders for the thorough disinfection and cleans- 
ing of allthe houses and localities in which cases of Yellow Fever had prevailed 
in 1879. 

Two hundred and ten (210) barrels of sulphate of iron (copperas) ; twelve 
(12) barrels of sulphur, and two hundred (200) gallons of Calvert’s ‘carbolic 
acid, No. 5, were gratuitously distributed the Board of Health tor the dis- 
infection of the premises of citizens under the immediate supervision of the 
Sanitary Inspectors and police. 

Careful watch was also kept over the mortality of the different districts, in 
order that local outbreaks of disease might be noted, and that all the 
known and recognized measures of sanitation might be employed. 

The Council ‘of New Orieans, and more especially the Administrator of 
Improvements (to whom is confided the repair of streets and gutters and the 
cleaning of the same), were constantly informed as to the sanitary condition of 
the different districts. 

The following tables are of great value in illustrating the the relative mor- 
tality, from all causes, and from the various forms of malarial fever in the 
various districts of New Orleans: 
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The first of the preceding tables, illustrating the mortality of the different 
districts of the City of New Orleans during the first nine months of 1880, 
demonstrates that the death rate of the First District, at the front of which 
the Excelsior lay, and in which the Touro Infirmary is situated, where the 
ease of Yellow Fever from the Swedish bark terminated fatally, and in which 
district also another death from Yellow Fever was reported on the fourth of 
October, has been less than that of the Second and Third Districts, in which 
no case and no deaths from Yellow Fever were reported. The death rate in 
the First District was less during the months of August and September than 
in any preceding months of the year. 

In the Fourth Districts, in which the “two so-called suspicious cases” were 
reported, the lowest death rate, namely, 18.67 has been found. 

If the weekly mortality in New Orleans be examined just previous and 
subsequent to the occurrence of Yellow Fever on the bark Excelsior, it will 
be seen that no increase was perceptible, but on the contrary there was a 
remarkable stability in the weekly death rate. Thus for the week ending 
July 3, 1880, total deaths from all causes, 102; death rate for 1000 popula- 
tion per annum, 27.73. 

Week ending July 10, deaths 99, rate 24.51. 

Week ending July 17, deaths 100, rate 24.76. 

Week ending July 24, deaths 93, rate 23.02. 

Week ending July 31, deaths 76, rate 18.28. 

Week ending August 7, deaths om rate 21.04. 

Week ending August 14, deaths 72, rate 17.33. 

Week ending Aug gust D1, deaths 107, rate 25.75. 

Week ending August 28) deaths 102, rate 24.55. 

Week ending September 4, deaths 102: ; rate 24.55. 

Week ending September 14, deaths 90, rate 21.66. 

Week ending September 18, deaths 125, rate 30.57. 

Week ending September 25, deaths 104, rate 25.03. 

Week ending October 2, deaths 103, rate 24.79. 

Week ending October 9, deaths 107, rate 25.75. 

It is also worthy of note, that during the past summer and autumn, the 
mortality was in proportion to population, much heavier amongst the colored 
population ; the reverse condition, being the case during the existence and 
prevalence of Yellow Fever. 

Thus during the week ending September 11, the total deaths were 90, rate 
21.66 ; colored 30. 11; whites 13.69; week ending September 18, deaths 125, 
rate 30. 57; whites Od. 85; colored 46. 49; week ending September 25, deaths 
104, rate 25. 03; whites 23. 54; colored 29, 19; week ending October 2, deaths 
103, rate 24.7 9; whites 23. 22: colored 29. 19: week ending October 9, deaths 
107, rate 25.75 : whites 21.25: colored 38,31. 
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_Every case of disease reported to the President of the Board of Health, 
either verbally or in writing, by any member of the medical profession of 
New Orleans, received immediate personal attention ; and whilst striving to 
protect the Citv of New Orleans and Valley’ of the Mississippi from pesti- 
lence, at the same time the voice of the medical profession was not only 
heard, but duly considered and respected. 

Case 1.—On the first of June, 1880, the following case was recorded upon 
the mortality records of the Board of Health: 

Mary K. Heath, aged 8 months; white, native of Louisiana; died on the 
first of June, 1880, at the residence of her parents on Jackson street, near 
Locust street; cause of death, scarlet fever; attending physician, C. H. 
Tebault, M. D. 

On the seventh of June, about six days after the death of this child, Dr. 
Tebault gave a verbal statement to S. 8. Herrick, M. D., (Secretary and 
Treasurer of the Board of Health, and an employe of the State Board in 
various capacities as Sanitary Inspector and Coal-Oil Inspector, ete., during 
the various Republican and Democratic administrations of the State, since 
the year 1872), in which he intimated that the case was of a “suspicious 
character.” The statement of Dr. Tebault will be found in the note below :* 


a * NEw ORLEANS, June 7, 1880. 
Dr. 8. S. Herrick, Secretary Board of Health: 


Dear Sir—The brief verbal statement left this morning at your office was all I expected necessary in connec 
tion with the case referred to. On returning home this evening I find on my slate a request for all the in- 
formation in my knowledge with respect to the said case. During the latter part of April £ attended a case of 
scarlet fever in this family (Edward Heath, Jackson, near Locust street), and reported the same to your ofiice. 
This case recovered. Itookall preper steps against the disease spreading to the two other children. The 
two living children, I will here remark, had Yellow Fever, and were treated by me during the year 1878 ; 
therefore I know this fact. The child now under consideration was, if [remember right, between eight and 
nine months old, and consequently this was its first summer, Last Friday, I believe, was the day this child 
died. Your records will show the positive date. However that may be, what facts I possess are briefly 
these : Somesix days, or perhaps five days before the child’s death, the father, Mr. Heath, came for me. I 
told him I could not possibly attend the child ; he then asked me to call in the morning, and [again stated that 
IL could not, for reasons then given, and not pertinent here. He begged me totry and do so. I then told him I 
would try, but that if I were not there (his house), by 10 in the morning that it would be an indication that 
my standing engagements were in the way, and that he must not expect me at all. Two days later, tomy 
surprise, he called again; (I could not see. and had not seen the child so far), and told me the child was 
very sick; that he had filled my scarlet fever prescriptions employed in the case here above-mentioned, and 
had been using them, but that the child seemed growing worse. He again asked me to see the child. I cen- 
sured him for neglecting his child in this way, and in attempting to force the case upon my hands when I 
had given such proper and ample reasons why I could not charge myself with the treatment of the case. I 
told him that he must get another and a nearer doctor; that Lcould not go. The next evening he again 
called ; told me he had gotten no one else ; that the child was dying, and he wanted me just to visit his house 
once in order, if the child died, to give a certificate, and so avoid the necessity for the Coroner. I at once made 
this visit (at 6:30 p. m. of the day the child died) I found the child rejecting everything, and purging and 
vomiting such matter as you would expect from a Yellow Fever case; that the eyes and skin wore the pecu- 
liar appearance found in the last stages of Yellow Fever, as also the gums and lining membrane of the mouth 
and throat; that there had been more or less suppression of urine throughout the attack, and especially so 
during the last twenty-four hours ; that there had been arash, which they took for scarlet fever, and treated 
for such. When I saw the casethechild was yet able to swallow, there being no throat difficulty, and re- 
tained what I gave with difficulty, and as long as I remained. The child lay in a semi-comatose condition, 
noticing noone. Thischild died within the next two hours. 

I signed the certificate scarlet fever, but the more I have reflected over the case, the more I am impressed with 
its suspicious character, and with this impression upon my mind I thought it right to make the same known to 
you. Lhave written very hurriedly, but [ trust intelligently. 

Yours, respectfully, , C. H. TEBAULT, M. D. 
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On or about the 8th of June, 8. S. Herrick, Secretary and Treasury of the 
Board of Health, directed the attention of the President to the satement of 
Dr. Tebault. Pat . . 

‘An immediate investigation was instituted, and the following facts ascer- 
tained : : } 

Mary I. Heath, daughter of Rosa and Charles Heath, residence 495 Jack- 
son street, near Locust street, 4th District New Orleans. 

Mr. and Mrs. Heath have had three children, namely : Henry, age 8 years, 
Sarah 5 years and Mary, 8 months. The two eldest children suffered with 
Yellow Fever in 1878, and were attended by Dr. Tebault. 

Charles Heath was attacked with scarlet feyer about the Ist of May 1880. 

Sarah was attacked with scarlet fever on or about the 15th of May. At 
the time of the personal inspection by the President of the Board of Health, | 
this child was undergoing the desquamatum process and had not yet fully 
recovered from the effects of the scarlet fever. 

The infant, Mary E. Heath, was attacked with Yellow Fever, May 22, and 
died June 1, 1880. | 

The mother stated that the scarlet-fever rash was very well marked on the 
third day of the fever. 

Two days before death, vomited dark greenish matter and also passed 
black matter from the bowels. The matter vomited were described as being 
of a dark green color. 

In the light of the periods of incubation and of all the facts it was impos- 
sible to regard the case as anything but scarlet fever, and the President 
of the Board of Health, called personally upon Dr. Tebault and stated this 
decision and presented all the facts elicited by the investigation. 

In order, however, to give the City of New Orleans the benefit of any dif- 
ference of opinion, the efficient Sanitary Inspector of the Fourth istrict 
was directed to execute the following measures : 

Ist. The careful house-to-house inspection and disinfection of the premi- 
ses 495 Jackson street, and of all the houses and premises within a radius of 
three blocks. 

2d. Careful observation of this portion of the city, and immediate report 
of each and every case demanding investigation. 

od. Reinspection and additional disinfection of all localities of the Fourth 
District in which Yellow Fever had occurred in 1879. 

(6). Shortly after the preceding occurrence, 8. 8. Herrick, M. D., informed 
the resident member of the National Board of Health that he had heard a 
rumor, that Yellow Fever had appeared at the Jetties, at the mouth of the 
Mississippi River. 

When said statement of S. 8S. Herrick, M. D., was communicated to the 
President of the State Board by the representative of the National Board 
telegrams were immediately dispatched to Pilot Town, Port Eads and the 
Mississippi Quarantine Station. 

The responses showed conclusively, not only that no case of Yellow Fever 
had occurred at the settlements on the mouths of the Mississippi River, but 
that the inhabitants of these places were absolutely free from sickness of any 
character whatsoever. 

These facts with the details of the case of Dr. Tebault, were duly laid before 
the Board of Health. 

(2). On the thirteenth of July, the following death certificate was reported 
to the Board of Health : . 

Wilhelm W. Motts, age 5 years, native of New Orleans, died on the thir- 
teenth of July, 1880, at 229 Customhouse street; cause of death, malarial 
fever. J. Borde, M. D. ~ 
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On the thirteenth of July, Dr. Borde requested the President of the Board 
of Health to examine the corpse of this child, lying at 229 Customhouse 
street, stating that he had visited the patient on the evening of the twelfth, 
for the first time, and that the patient had died in convulsions, after a pro- 
fuse hemorrhage from the stomach. Dr. Borde also kindly furnished a small 
bottle containing the matter ejected from the stomach. After the microsco- 
pical examination, which demonstrated the ejected matter to be blood, with 
no perceptible alterations of the colored blood copsules, the President accom- 
panied Dr. Borde and inspected the corpse. 

The entire face and body was pale, anaemic and bloodless ; conjunctiva of 
eyes white; lips, tongue and gums pale. 

The corpse presented no appearance of Yellow Fever: 

After canvassing the symptoms with Dr. Borde, the conclusion was reached 
that this was a case of hemorrhagic fever, instances of which have before 
occurred in the extended experience of this successful practitioner, even 
during the months of winter. 

As the entire neighborhood was in bad sanitary condition, owing to the 
imperfect grading and construction of the gutters, the Sanitar y Inspector of 
the Second District was ordered to institute a thorough house-to-house inspec- 
tion and disinfection of the immediate and surrounding premises, and to hold 
this locality under careful observation. 

No other case of hemorrhagic malarial fever occurred in this neighbor- 
hood. 

(3). On the 2nd of August, Dr. Charles Faget requested the President of 
the Board of Health, to visit with him .a case of hemorrhagic malarial 
fever, at the corner of Chartres and Hospital streets. The following facts 
were ‘elicited : the patient Albert Willoz, age 18 years, native of New Orleans, 
had passed through the epidemics of 1867 and 1878, and had never had any 
connection with the shipping of New Orleans, was employed in a shoe store 
corner Chartres and Hospital streets. Attacked with fever July 30, at 3 
p- m., quinine was freely administered, July 31, bilious vomiting, tongue 
coated with whitish fur, Dr. Faget visited this patient for the first time at 6 
_p.m., and finding the fever high, which had increased at 3 p. m., he 
ordered the continuance of the quinine, the patient having taken between the 
hours of 7 a.m., and 12 m., twenty grains of qpinine. At 3 p. m., three 
hours before the visit of Dr. Faget, the patient had been seized with bilious 
vomiting, and threw up matter as yellow as gold. At this hour the fever 
increased, and at 9 p. m., the fever was still more intense. Vomited again 
after having taken 12 grains of quinine in 3 grain doses. The vomiting was 
bilious during the night, and the patient suffered with high fever 4nd violent 
delirium and was with difficulty kept in bed. | 

August 1—5 a. m. to 6 a. m.—Great abatement of fever. At this time the 
- matter ejected from the stomach commenced to present a black color, com- 
plained of ringing in the ears, pain in the side, with constipation, urine very 
scanty, yellow and clear; in fact, the patient had urinated but ‘twice since 
the onset of the fever. Heat and nitric acid revealed the entire absence of 
albumen. Pulse 93; temperature 103; although tothe touch the surface 
appeared to be cool. At night, pulse 80, temperature 102.6. August 2— 
Vomited three times during the night ; having drank milk at 9 o’clock p. m., 
the first vomitting occurred at 11 p. m., and the vomited matter presented the 
appearance of chocolate. The second ‘Vomitting occurred atl o’clock p. m. 
and was black, so also that at 2 a. m., August 3. 

August 3—Urine clear, of yellow color, ‘and when tested was found to be 
_ entirely free from albumen; pulse 72; temperature 103; tongue coated with 
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white fur. Pharanyx scarlet as in scarlet fever; skin natural to the touch, 
except near the ears where there is heat. Ringing in the ears diminished. 
Nine grains of quinine administered during the night. Continued to im- 
prove; convalescence rapid and no jaundice. The report of Dr. Fayet will 
be found in the note below. * 

At the time of my visit the patient was convalescent. 

The vomited matter had been. preserved by Dr. Faget, and upon micro- 
scopical examination were found to contain colored blood corpuscles. 

The urine was carefully tested for albumen, and also subjected to thorough 
microscopical examination ; neither albumen nor casts were discovered. 

The patient gave forth a sour smell like that of malarial fever, and did not 
emit the odor of Yellow Fever. 

I concurred entirely with Dr. Faget, that this was a case of hemorrhagic 
malarial fever. ‘a 

No other case of this disease occurred in this locality. 

The mother of the patient stated that whenever her children had been at- 
tacked with fever they always vomited bloody matter, regardless of the season 
of the year, and the nature of the prevailing disease. 

(4). On the 5th of August, 1880, Dr. J. D. Hunter, requested the Presi- 
dent of the Board of Health, to visit with him two cases of fever, at the 
corner of Poyfarre and Annunciation streets in the old Brewery Building, 
Dr. Hunter regarded these cases as presenting some of the features of Yellow 
Fever; which request was complied with: 

The patients Pat and Owen Woods, brothers were natives of New Orleans, 
and respectively 28 and 30 years of age. 

They had each suffered with a fever of 5 days duration, the temperature 
steadily declining as well as the pulse from the onset. 

Both were convalescent at the time of the inspection and one was up and 
dressed. 

Dr. Hunter informed me that in neither case was any albumen detected in 
the urine. , 3 | 

The patients were free from all evidences of jaundice, although upon the first 
day the temperature of Pat Woods was 104, and of Owen Woods 104.5. 
There was no peculiar odor, such as is characteristic of Yellow Fever, and 





* Report of Haemontagic Malarial Fever by Dr. Charles Faget. 

Albert Willoz,—né 4 la Nouvelle Orleans qu'il n’a jamais quittée, meme pendant l’epidémies; travaille 
comme comis dansun magazin de chaussures, a l’encoignure Main et Royal et habite le rez de chaussée tres" 
humide qui fait l’encoignure Chartres ct Hopital. 

Vendredi 3 Juillet 1880, il a ete pris de fiévre dans l’apres midi vers 3 heures; céphalalgie, mais pas de 
rachialgie ; transpiration chaude ¢norme. On lui donne 5 grains de quinine en pilule; 2 heures plus tard il les 
rejette avec du melon qu'il avait mange avant la fiévre. 

Samedi matin, 31, la fievre continuait. On lue administre de 7 heures a midi 20 grains de sulf quinine en 
pilules, sommeil profond ; pas de soif. 

Vers 3 heures Vomissement Billieu (janne comme de l’or.) pas de bourdonnements d’oreilles ; langue 
blanche comme du coton. 

lere visite du médecin, vers 6 heures du soir; il constate une fievre ardente et se contente de conseiller la 
continuation dela quinine. Le redoublement de fievre avait cummence vers trois heures ; vers 9 heures du soir 
fievre encore plus forte, vomissements, apres avoir pris 12 grains de quinine par doces de 3 grains ; les vomis- 
sements sont toujours jaunes. Pendant toute'la nuit, grande fiévre, délire violent: on ade la peine a retenir 
le malade dans son lit. 

Dimanche matin ler Aout, de5a6 heures du matin la fiévre s’étant beaucoup calmé, les vomissements 
jaunes bilieux commencent a présenter des grumeaux noirs. Onze graines de sulfate ont été gurdés dans la 
nuit ; bourdonnements d@’oreille; pour la premiere fois accuse des douleurs de reins; constipation; urine trés . 
rare, jaune et claire , (en fait cétait pour la seconde fois qu’il urinait depuisle début de la fiévre), poul 4 96 ; 
le Le ea donne 103, cependant au toucher la sensation pergu par la main est celle de la temperature 
normale, 

Le soir de ceméme iter Aott, le poul donne 80 et le thermométre 102,6. 

Lundi 2 Aoit. Ilya eu trois vomissements dans la nuit; ayant bu du lait vers 9 heures, le premier 
vomissement a il heures est la couleur chocolat; le second, 4 une heure du matin est noir ; le troisiéme, & 
2 heures est noir aussi. (Les décrire....) Une selle naturelle, moulée brune, dans la nuit on a recueilli 4 part 
la valeur de deux verres d’urine ; elle est claire, jaune, et ne décéle point d’albumine par l’acide nitrique. 

Poul 72; thermométre 102; langue toujours blanche, bord rouge; phargnx ecarlate comme dans la 
Scarlatine ; peau naturelle au toucher, excepte au cou, vers les oreilles, ou il y a dela chaleur ; la sudite, et les 
bourdonnements d’oreilles diminuent, a garde 19 grains de sulfate dans la nuit. 
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there had been no vomiting and no albumen in the urine. Quinine had been 

freely administered both internally and externally by inemation. I expressed 

ne opinion that they were cases of malarial remittent fever and not Yellow 
ever. 

Dr. Hunter has since expressed the view that they were cases of dangue 
Jever. The Old Brewing Building was originally the residence of a sugar 
planter when this section of the city was cultivated. It is probably one of 
ie oldest buildings above Canal street in what now constitutes the First 

istrict. 

The entire building and premises were in a most dilapidated and unsani- 
tary condition, and were occupied by several families. 

In accordance with the orders of the President of the Board of Health, the 
old brewery was disinfected and fumigated, and held under careful super- 
vision. These measures gave rise to unfounded rumors, which found a lodg- 
ment with the New Orleans Auxiliary Sanitary Association. 

The Sanitary Inspector of the First District was directed to inspect and 
disinfect the neighborhood. 

Although some twenty people, men, women and children inhabited this 
dilapidated building, no other case of fever was reported. 

5. On the twenty-second of August, 1880, Dr. F. 8. Kennedy, Jr., made a 
verbal communication to the President of the Board of Health, to the effect 
that he had treated a case, which he regarded as Yellow Fever. The patient 
a young man, a native of New Orleans, was attacked on the fifth of August, 
aa days previous to his interview with the President of the Board of 

ealth. . 

Dr. Kennedy stated that the patient was convalescent on the 16th of 
August, but that he had not yet informed the patient that he had suffered 
with Yellow Fever. 

Dr. Kennedy declined giving a written report of the case, and also de 
oaed to have his patient interviewed by the President of the Board of 

ealth. f 

Here was a case reported verbally to the President of the Board of Health 
‘seventeen days after its occurrence. 

Instructions were immediately issued to the Sanitary Inspector of the First 
District to commence a rigid house-to-house inspection and disinfection, com- 
mencing at the river front of the First District and extending back to the 
rear of the city. He was also directed to furnish all information relating to 
the prevalence of any fever which had any resemblance to Yellow Fever. 

After the execution of the inspections and disinfections, the Sanitary In- 
spector discovered no case of Yellow Fever in the First District. 

6. On the seventh of September Dr. George Howe sent the President 
of the Board of Health a brief note, (which reached his residence about 9 
o’clock at night) to the effect that he had a patient in the Parish of St. Ber- 
nard, one mile below the United States Barracks, at the place of Mr. Leon 
Solis, adjoining the upper side of the United States Cemetery. 

Dr. Howe stated that the patient, a boy aged eight years, was a native 
of Louisiana, and had been brought with bis mother and several other 
children fiom the Parish of Plaquemine. Was taken ill the day of his arri- 
val, three days before the date of his note of the 7th. On the evening of 
the second day of illness was taken with black vomit in abundance: 

The note of Dr. Howe will be found below* 


*NEW ORLEANS, September 7, 1880.—Joseph Jones, M. D., President Board of Health, New Orleans, La. : 
Dear Doctor—I have a little patient, a boy, aged about eight years, born in Louisiana; residence, parish 
of Plaquemines until three days’ since, and now in the parish of St. Bernard, one mile from United States Bar- 
racks. Taken ill day of arrival. Suppression of urine since yesterday morning; black vomit since last even 
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I rose at 4 a. m. in the morning and took the car at 5 4. m., at the corner 
of Washington and Magazine streets, and reached the residence of Dr. Howe 
in the Third District, corner of Chartres and Bartholomew streets, about 6 
a. in, andin company with Dr. Howe, reached the place of Mr. Leon. S:lis 
one mile from the barracks in the Parish of St. Bernard. 

the patient (Anthony Anrosetta, age 7 years, arrived from Point Michel 
on the 4th of September), had died during the night. 

The corpse was careiuily inspected. ‘the entire surface presented a pale 
ex-sapguid appearance, the whites of the eyes were perfectly clear, the lips 
and guns pale and bloodless, iigor mortis well marked. Was shown the 
bed linen siained with biack vomit. . 

The corpse presented the same general characteristics with that of the case 
of Dr. Borde pieviously reported. 

‘The rapidity with which the profuse hemorrhage from the stomach had 
occurred, namely, on the second day of the disease, as well as the absence of 
yellow discoloration of the skin, and whites of the eyes and the general ex-san- 
guined appearance of the corpse, led ine to tue couclusions, that this was a 
case of heemcrriagic malarial fever. 

‘hese views were fully explained to Dr. Howe, who signed the death cer- 
tificate heemorrhagic malarial fever. 

Another child of the same family, from the same locality, was sick with: 
intermittent fever In the adjoming room. 

I gathered trom the remarks ot the attending physician that the first case 
had not been regarded as serious until the supervention of hemorrhage 
from the stomach. 

The mother of these children stated that she was nearly related to Gior- 
dano, and lived only two blocks from his house, and that rice was cultiva- 
ted in the rear of the settlement. 

*Ladviscd the burial of the corpse upon the premises, or in the United 
States Cemetery, and stated that the sanitary ordinances of the Board of 
Health of ihe city prohibited the bringing of the bodies of those dying with 
acute diseases Within the Parish of Orleans for interinent. 

The attending physician was advised to institute such sanitary measures as 
he deemeu best, and in avcordance with his view of the case. 

The preceding facts were communicatid to the Board of Health at the next 
meeting. ‘Lhe report of this meeting of the Board of Health will be given 
in the conclusion ot this report, which treats of the malarial fever of Plaque- , 
minine Parish. , 

7. On Sunday evening, September 12, Dr. W. H. Watkins informed the 
President of tie board ot Health, by a brief note, that a case of fever on 
Josephine street, between Liberty and Howard (ourth District) presented 
Syluptons worthy of investigation. 

On Monday morning 1 called at the office of Dr. Watkins and ascertained 
ing. Pulse from $0 to 95; temperature 1044 to 1034. Willdie to night and probably be sent to the parish of 
Plaquemines tor burial. 

1 hesitate to name a disease which will cairy somuch of terror with the announcement and do not desire 
my name tv be associated with such publicity, but my duty requires me tv make this statementto you. Four 
deaths in oue family of a similar disease have cccurred durimg atew days past in the parish Piaqueniines, bear 
Puiute-a la-Hache, aud the people, neighbois and 1el.tions, fied to the vicinity cf New Urleaus. Une other 
child has been ill, aud now convalescent 110m walarial fever since airival, three days since. 

1 will ietuin there to-morrow morning about eight o'clock, aud it ) ou desire any further information and 
would iike any cue togo 1 would Le only too glad to be of service. ‘Lhe distance is culy cue mile 110m the 
Barracks, at Mr. Leou Solis, aud adjoining United States Cemetery (upper side). : 

dhe black Vomit is in aLundaiuce aud has ull the characteristics ct that of 1878. Ihave ordered some of 
the cluthing coveicd with it to be put aside tor your information. 

Very 1espectiully yours, etc., S. W. HOWH, M. D., 

Corner Chartres and Bartholomew streets. 

P.§.—-If the parties should wish to bring the child in the city, what would you suggest. Also in the: 


event of trauspoitation to Pointe-a-la-Hache, what would you suggest. 
Yours, in haste, DOWE. 
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that the child had died at 7:30 p. m., the preceding night. I proceeded at 
once to the residence on Josephine street, between Liberty and Howard, and 
carefully examined the corpse. 

The corpse of the child, aged three years, presented a similar appearance 
to that described in the cases of Drs. Borde and Howe. Surface pale and 
pene ue ; lips and gums pale and bloodless; whites of eyes perfectly 
clear. "4 

The mother stated that her child (Thomas Wilkinson) had suffered with 
Yellow Fever in 1878. Shealso stated that profuse hemorrhage had occurred 
from both stomach and bowels before death. 

I regarded this case as one of hemorrhagic malarial fever. 

The report of Dr. Watkins will be found in the note below.* 

(3). On the night of the eighteenth of September, Dr. W. H. Watkins, 
Sanitary Inspector of the Third District, requested the President of the 
Board of Health to visit, on the following morning (nineteenth) a case in the 
- Fourth District, near his residence. 

On the morning of the nineteenth, I found the child (L. H., aged 11 years, 
white girl) with a temperature of 104°; face was flushed; whites of eyes per- 
fectly clear, lips and tongue not specially red; gums pale and firm. Dr. 
Watkins’ observations showed that there was a progressive rise of tempera- 
ture from the first to the third day. Thus: 1st day, a. m., 103, p. m., 103.59 ; 
2d day, a. m., 103.59, p.m., 104°; 3d day, a.m., 104°, p.m., 105°. During 
this period the pulse had manifested marked oscillations, thus: Ist day, a. 
m., 110, ». m., 100°; 2d day, a. m., 100; 3d day. a. m., 100-120. 

Weighing the symptoms and giving due weight to the absence of all dele- 
rium, and to the absence of jaundice and capillary congestion of the gums, eyes 
and face, and also to the total absence of all disagreeable odor, I expressed 
the decided opinion that this case was similar to the malarial remittent fever, 
prevailing in various portions of the city. In the note below will be found 
the statement of Dr. Watkins.t 





NEW ORLEANS, La., September 15, 1830. 
Joseph Jones, M. D., President Board of Health: f 

* Sir:—At your request [ take pleasure in reporting all the facts that have bean elicited in regard to 
me case of ‘ congestive fever ’ occurring on Josephine street, between Liberty and Howard streets Fourth 

istrict. 

Lhomas Wilkinson, white, a native of New Orleans, azed thres years and nine months, was taken sick 
on Thursday, September the 9th. ati p.m. Uhe symptoms present were fever and slizht cough. Was seen 
by a physician on Friday the 10th. fever continuing. O1 Satarday the fever was still high and that evening 
the child hid an action from its bowels contriaing blood mixed with thin watery fvecal matter. On Sunday 
morning the child passed several stools of black, tarry matter. Sunday evening vomiting’ occurred and the 
matter ejected was black, resembling the * black vomit” of Yellow Fever. Slight convulsions soon came on 
and black matter was gulped up occasionally with a slight hiccough. Death occurred Sunday, September 12, 
at7.30 p.m. Would state that the secretion of urine had been free up to Sunday morning. Itis not known 
whether any Was passed subsequent to that time 

The mother of the child states that she lived in the same place in 1873, where she now resides, and that 
during the epidemic of 1878, the child was seriously sick with Yellow Fever. 

In comp «ay with yourself, [ made a careful inspection of the body early Monday morning. Itpresented 
a pale waxy appearauce on the face and breast; the ears anil posterior portion of tha neck were mottle 1 with 
purplish discolorations. The scleotic coat and conjuntive of eyes were remarkably clear and white. Thelips 
were slightly ‘lie aud the enms were pale and bloodless. 

The bediling and clothing of the child, soiled during sickness, were gathered together immediately after 
the chill’s death and placed ina tub. They were inspected early Monday morning and the dark stains from - 
the vomited matter were distinctly seen. ‘These articles were placed in water and thoroughly boiled. 

‘The body of the child was placed in a co‘fin early on the morning of the 13'h, (Mooday) and the Lid was 
screwel down. The funeral took place at 4 p.m. The sanitary o'ticers of the Fourth District, as soon as the 
body was taken from the house. commenced the usual process of fumigation and disinfection. Sulphur was 
burned in the rooms and carbolie acid scattered throughout the premises, and the privy-van't disinfeeted with 
coppers and earbolic acid. I do notknow the quantity of disinfecting material used. The house remained 
closed about four hours : 

The immediate neighborhood where the child lived is healthy. No severe illness having occurred before 
or since this cise. Denzue is prevailing to a limited extent. 

W. He WATKINS, M.D. 


Respectfully, 
i ; Sanitary Inspector, Third District. 


tDzar Docror—I havea case of fever (now in tho fourth day of disease) thit presents symptoms 
requiring thorough investigation. The temperature yesterday moraing was 103, ia tho evening 105; this 
morning 1043, this evening 105. The pulse this morning while the temperature was 104} was 100; this eve- 
ning the pulse is 120, ‘Lhe uringis slightly albuminous aad the vomit is full of black spacks and doouli; pain 
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From the report of Dr. Watkins, it is evident that the fever in this case, 
continuing for a period of over 120 hours, with daily oscillations; that it 
reached its achme on the evening of the third day and then steadily declined. 

The two cases reported by Dr. Watkins, were communicated by him to the 
Resident member of the National Board of Health, and constituted the so- 
called two “suspicious cases,” which occurred within three squares of the 
fatal case on the fourth of October, at 409 Liberty street. 

It is due to Dr. Watkins to state, that while being employed as Sanitary 
Insnector by the Board of Health, he also occupied the position of associate ~ 
editor of the New Orleans Medical and Surgical Jonrnal, with the Resident 
Member of the National Board of Health and 8. 5. Herrick, M. D. 

(9). On the twentieth of September, in company with Dr. Poiney, I visited 
a child on Esplanade street, near corner of Royal street, who had vomitted 
some ‘ black matter.” Child pale and anemic; lips and gums pale; urine 
abundant and free from albumen. ‘The mother of this child was a native of 
the city of Mexico. The diagnosis of the attending physician, that this was a 
case of hemorrhagic malarial fever, was concurred in, and the free use of 
quinine by external application reesmmended. 

This case recovered and no others were reported in this section of the city. 

(10). On the 25th of September, Dr. John Del Orto, requested me to visit 
with him an Italian who had been seized with fever at Point Michel, and had 
been brought to an Italian tenement house, on Bourbon, between Dumaine 
and St. Philip street. ; aes Ris 

The patient was very restless, and pulseless. No jaundice or vomiting of 
black matter; whites of the eyes clear. 

The man had been harvesting rice in the fields in and around Point 
Michel. The following are the notes of this case as furnished by Dr. Del 
Orto. 

“Bilious remittent fever from rice plantations.” | 

“Augustino Latareano, a native of Italy, age 350 years 18 months in Louisi- 
ana, came to New Orleans from rice plantations below the city where he had 
been sick, three or four days before. I saw him on the 20th, the fever was 
of a remittent type and yielded to quinine. On the 22nd he was _ better, 
sleeping well and having good appetite. On the 23rd, on account of being 
in epigastrium, and slight delirium ; eyes clear and white and gums pale; tongue slightly coated and not at 
all red. Should you be able to see the case to-night, 1am at your service. If to-morrow morning suits better, 


call then. Your obedient servant, W. H. WATKINS, M. D. 
Dr. Joseph Jones, President Board of Health, Sept. 18, 1880. 


NEW ORLEANS, LA., September 23, 1880. 
Dr. Joseph Jones President Board of Health: 

Sir—lI have the honor to report that the following case has come under my observation, and on account 
of conflicting rumors in regard to it, I have deemed it important to furnish you with its complete history. 

Lizzie H.; native of New Orleans, white, aged 11 years. She was taken sick on Thursday, September 
16, 1880, at 8a.m. Herprevious health had been good. She had always lived in New Orleans, and had passed 
through the epidemic of Yelluw Fever in 1878 without taking that disease. When seen at 9 o'clock the tem- 
perature was 103, pulse 110; great restlessness ; face pale, but arms and legs congested. presenting a decided 
rosy blush; skin hotand dry; the temperatura in the morning was 103.5, pulse 100. Friday, September 17— 
The temperature was 103.5, pulse 100; in the morning temperature Was 104. On Saturday morning, Septem- 
ber 18, the temperature was 104, pulse 100; at 10a. m’, it had reached 104%, pulse 120. Vomiting had oceurred 
just before observation was taken. Vomiting occurred several times during the day, and pain of a burning 
character was complained of ‘in the epigastrium. ‘The matter vomited during the day was was only the milk 
and seltzer water which she had taken. At night her restlessness increased and the matter vomited consisted 
of mucus, with a large number of black specks seattered through it. The masses of black substance were 
ultimately mixed with the mucus, and in some instances presented spots the diameter of a nickel. The urine 
at this time was examined and found to be aibuminous. ‘Tube casts were found, and epithelium from the uretra 
and bladder. On Sunday morning, September 19, the temperature was 104, pulse 110, at 8 a. m.. temperature 
still the same, pulse 120; temperature at night 104. On Monday morning, September 20, temperature was 
102.5; evening temperature 103. Tuesday morning, September 21, temperature normal. 

At no time was there any congestion of the face The eyes were clear. Conjunctive white and glisten- 
ing; the gums were firm and pale; the tongue rather large, was coated and rather red at the edges. There 
‘was no bleeding from the nose or gums. : 

The period of convalesence was remarkably short. There was no prostration, and to-day, September 
23, she is up in the room, and except for prudential reasons, would be out of the house. 

Very respectfully, W. iH. WATKINS, M. D., 498 Sonth Franklin Street. 
| i 


® 
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busy, I did not see the patient, but against my advice he took a strong pur- 
gative. Since then he had several bilious vomitings and profuse evacuations 
and restless nights. The temperature on the evening of the 24th, was 101°. 
He died on the night of the 25th, with diminishedesecretion of urine and yel- 
low skin. Conjunctiva was clear. No black vomit.” 

It is worthy of note that although this man died in a crowded Italian tene- 
ment house, and in a room occupied by four Italians, not another case of 
fever occurred, as I was informed by Dr. Del Orto on the twenty-fifth of No- 
vember. 

Two of the Giordano children were brvuught to the city of New Orleans from 
Point Michel. Both these cases were treated by Dr. H. 8S. Lewis, one of the 
most experienced, accomplished, and successful practitioners in Louisiana. 
One of these cases died and the other recovered. 

Dr. Lewis declares, positively and unequivocally, that these were cases of 
the well known and often described pernicious malarial, fever and had no 
resemblance to Yellow Fever. | 

During the months of October and November, I have treated a number of 
cases of malarial fever from the rice fields below the city, and from the 
vicinity of Point Michel. 

In every case and in every variety of the form, whether attended with 
javndice or not, they yielded to antiperiodic remedies, and bore no resemblance 
to Yellow Fever. 

(11), A death from Yellow Fever was reported by Drs. Watkins and 
Davidson, on the fourth of October, at 409 Liberty street, First District. 
The report of Dr. Watkins will be found in the note below.* » 

Dr. Watkins furnished some fragments of the liver, which upon microsco- 
pical examination did not present the accumulation of oil globules within 
and around the hepatic cells, usually found in the Yellow Fever liver. 

As President of the Board of Health I have interrogated the most promi- 


NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA, October 7, 1880. 
Dr. Joseph Jones, President Board of Health. 

* Sir:—I have the honor to report, herewith, the history of the case of Yellow Fever, occurring at No. 
409 South Liberty street, terminating fatally October 4, 1820, at 10 o’clock p.m. 

Fred A. Singer, aged 18 years and 9 months, white, a native of New Orleans, by occupation an assistant 
to a fresco painter, came from McComb City, Mississippi, Angust 29 1880. He immediately repaired to the 
place where he died, and commenced work under the supervision of his uncle, Mr. Hauk. He worked last at 
the corner of Louisiana avenue and Chestnut streets. 

He came home after he had completed his work, on the evening of Thursday September 30, and partook 
of ahearty supper. About 9 p.m. he was seized with a chill and vomited his supper. He soon had high fever. 
The fever continued unabated and on Friday and Saturday, October | and 2. the nurse reports that his skin 
was hotand dry. On Saturday October 2, his restlessness Was amarked symptom. At 1.30 p.m. this day he 
threw up black vomit and had retention of urine. Temperature 105°, pulse 100. At night his temperature 
was 105°, pulse 104. On Sunday morning Ovtober 3, his temperature was 105°, pulse 106 Evening tempera- 
ture 105°, pulse 110. On October 4, at 8a. m., his temperature was 105°, pulse 110. At3p. m.. temperature 
- 10449, pulse 110. At that time he was sweating profusely. Respiration 40 per minute, and death occurred at 
10 0’clock p.m. . 

When seen first on the 2nd of October, his sy@s were injected and skin presenting a congested appear- 
ance. His tongue was coated with edges red. Albumen was not present at that time. He threw up black 
vomit several times before death and the urine drawn from his bladder ten hours before death, was one-third 
albuminous. He was hard to arouse, was dull for the last 48 hours of his life, and had considerable delirium. 

He had lived in New Orleans until three or four months ago, passed through the epidemics of 1876 and 
1878, but had never had Yellow Fever. 

Post mortem examination held in presence of Drs. Bemiss, Davidson, Shepard and myself, ten hours 
after death. 

Rigor mortis well marked. Hypostatic congestion considerable. Face and breast of a light yellow color, 
lower extremities quits natural in color. Counjunctiva slightly yellow. 

Oa opening the abdomen, the sub-mucous fat and cellular tissue was yellow. The liver was lighter 
colored than normal. The edges were olive green. ‘The gall bladder contained 4 0z of bile. ‘he spleen was 
very small, weighing not more than 34 ounces, was shriviiled and firm, catting hard. 

The stomach contained about 1 oz. of black vomit, was contracted and presented hemorrhagic spots. 

Kidneys not 6xamined as tube casts and albumiaous urine had been found. 

I should state that hemorrhage from the nose occurred twenty-four hours before death. 

4 The body was buried at 10 a. m., October5. Having been wrapped in a sheet saturated with carbolic 
acid. 
; The premises No. 409 sonth Liberty street were fumigated and disinfected, under the care of Dr. Joseph 
Holt, the efficient Sanitary Inspector of the First District. 
Very Respectfully, W.H. WATKINS, M. D., 
498 South Franklin street. 


See: Sebat 
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nent practitioners of medicine in the city of New Orleans with reference to 
the alleged existence of cases of Yellow Fever in this city during the past 
year, aud in every case the response has been that not a case has occurred 
in their practice. During the past summer and autumn I have treated over 
one hundred cases of the various forms of malarial fever and the prevailing 
dengue, without a single fatal issue; and all cases yielded to the early and 
energetic administration of quinine. In all cases critically observed, distinct 
remissions could be detected* 

About the middle of September I[ suffered with high fever and intense pains 
in the back and head. The temperature reached 105.59. Quinine finally 
arrested the paroxysin, but the strength was prostrate. for a considerable 
period. I suttered severely with dengue in 1873, and. with Yellow Fever in 
1878. Both in the malarial paroxysmal fevers and in the dengue which pre- 
vailed to so great an extent, the temperature frequently reached 105.9, and it 
was noticed that in many cases of dengue and remittent fever, the pulse was 
remarkably slow during convalescence. 

The following correspondence illustrate the experience of some of the prac- 
titioners of New Orleans, and at the same time throws some light upon the 
so-called *‘ suspicious cases”: 


Boarp or Heatrn, SraTe-House, STATE OF LOUISIANA. 
New Orleans, October 9, 1880. 
Joseph Holt, M. D., Sanitary Inspector, First District : 


Sir—Your attention is respectfully directed to the-following extract from the Galveston 
News of October 7, 1830, witk reference to the recent meeting of the Board of Health of 
Houston, Texas: 

The Board of Health held a meeting at 3 o'clock this afternoon; present, Mayor Baker, Aldermen Ken. 


nedy, House, Curtin and Thomas. The Mayor stated that the call was mads to take action on the Yellow 
Fever reports trom New Orleans. 


Dr. Rutherford, who was present, was called on to present his views, and did so, presenting the follow- 
ing dispatches: : 

NEW ORLEANS, Oct. 6.—Rutherford: Ten (10) suspicious cases occurred within three (3) squares of 
last case within four weeks. No known connection between them. The man came from McComb City, 
August 29; was ignorant. No one can tell his personal history shortly before the attack. BEMISS. 


During the past four weeks only two so-called suspicious cases have been reported to 
the Board of Health in the First and Fourth Districts, and these occttrred in the_practice 
of Dr. Wm. H. Watkins, who resides at the corner of Franklin and Jos-phine Streets. 

The man referred to in the telegram of the member of the National Board of Health, 
residing in this city, died at 409 South Liberty Street, October 4, 1880. 








*I extract the following cases from*my note book: “ 

Case 1- Mr. McG., merchant, August i2, 1880, seized with high fever and intense pains in the head and 
back. 13th, temperature 103°, pulse 100; 14th, a. m., temperature 101 2°, pulse 86; 15th, p. m., temperature 
101.8°, pulse 70; 16th, a. m., temperature 102 8, pulse 86 ; 17th, temperature 99*, pulse 70. 

Case 2—Mrs. C., age 39. October 18, a. m., temperature 103.89. pulse 82, p. m., temperature 105°, pulse 
100; 19th. a.m., temperate 102.39, pulse 92, p. m., temperature 103°, pulse $6; 20:h, a. m., temperature 
102.2>, pulse 73. p.m., temperature 101.5°, pulse 84, 2st, temperature 96.5°, pulse 50, p. m., pulse 60, 22d, 
a.m., t-mperatnre 98.59, pulse 58. ‘ 

Case 3—Mr. C., October 19 temperature 103.5°, pulse 192; 20th, temperature 101.29, pulse 80. 

Case 4—B. P.; native of Ohio; age 19 vears; occupation fireman on railroad. Came to New Orleans from 
West Virginia the latter part of Uctober. Was taken sick with high fever, pains in his back and head a few days 
after his arrival and was adwitted to the Charity Hospital November l. The following is the range of his tem- 
deratu'e and pulse, November 3, a.m.: ‘Cemperature 105 1, pulse 105, respiration 30; p. m., temprature 106, 
pul-e 108, respiration 23. November 5th, a. m., temperature 103, pulse 102 respiration 22; p.m., pulse 94, 
respiration 20; 6th, a. m., temperature 104, pulse 87. respiration 23; 7th, a. m., temperature 101.3, pulse 90, 
8th, a m., temperature 103 5, pulse 88; 9th, a. m., temperature 103, pulse 92; 10th, a. m., temperature 101.3, 
pulse 102; 11th, a. m., temperature 103, pulse 98; 12th. a.m-, temperature 104, pulse 96; 13th a. m., pulse 
100, temerature 101.02; 14:h, a.m., temperature 104, pulse 36; 15th, a. m.. temperature 103.5 pulse 90; 16th. 
a. m., temperature 103, pulse 92, p.m., pulse 96; !7th, a m., temperature 10!, pulse 88 p. m.. pulse 96; 
18th, a.m, temperature 101. pulse 94, p.m., pulse 95; 19th. a. m., temperature 101.5, pulse 92; 20th, a. m, 
teinperature 101.5. pulse 88; 21st, a. m., temperature 100, pulse 90; 22, a. m., temperature 100, pulse 88. On 
the 6th, belly swollen and lemparutic; eyes clear; no jaundice; bowels loose and copious bilious discharges. 

November 7; during the night bled very freely trom the nose, and passed blood from the bowels, also vomited 


‘biack matter; urine contained albumen and bile. The albumen continued for three days, when all traces dis- 


appeared. Urine abundant anil orange red color thronghout the attack. 

Throughout the attack treated with sulphate of quinia internally and externally, and strength sustained 
with beef tea. Although in this case hemorrhage from the stomach and bowels occurred, and although albu- 
men appeared, the remitrent character of the disease was shown by the increase of fever on the 4th of Novem- 
ber, and its decided decline on the 5th; its rise again on the 7th, and marked decline on the 10th, and its eleva- 
tion on the llth, 12th, 13th and 14th, and progressive decline on the 15th, 16th and 17th. 
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__ Itis important that the facts upon which the statement of Dr. Bemiss is based, that 
‘Ten suspicious cases occurred within three (3) squares of last case within four weeks” 
should be thoroughly investigated by the Sanitary Inspector of the First District. 

I desire that you should prepare for the Board of Health, to be submitted at its next 
meeting, a report based upon a thorough investigation of the following points. 

1. What is the nature of the so-called suspicious cases ? 

The young man, Fred. Singer, who died at 409 South Liberty Street, was, according to 
the death certificate signed by Dr. W. H. Watkins and Dr. J. P. Davidson, afflicted with 
Yellow Fever. 

2. Were these ten (10) suspicious cases, Yellow Fever? 

3. Ky whom were these ten (10) suspicious cases treated ? 

4. Who reported tho “ ten suspicious cases” which “ occurred within three squares of 
last case.” to the member of the National Board of Health? 

5. If these ten suspicious cases were of sufficient importance to be reported to the 
member of the National Board of Health, and to be telegraphed all over the country, the 
physician or physicians withholding such information from the Board of Health of the State 
of Louisiana should be known, in order that such action may be taken as may be in accord- 
ance with the importance of the questions involved. 

This investigation has been entirely placed in your hands, because the case of Singer, 
and probably also other so-called suspicious cases, have occurred in your district. 

_1t will Le we'l for the perfection of this investigation that the Sanitary Inspector of 
the First District shonld not confine his inquiries to the immediate neighborhood of 409 S. 
Liberty street, but institute inquires amongst the prominent practitioners of medicine in the 
First and Fourth Districts. 

You will also in your report, please state the result of your own individual experience 
in the treatinent of the fevers of the past years. A compar:tive statement of the mortality 
by fevers in the First aud Fourth Districts, as compared with that of the other districts and 
. referred to the relative population will be of interest. Respectfully, 

(Signed) JOSEPH JONES, M. D., 
President Board of Health, State of Louisiana. 





OFFICE SANITARY INsPEcTOR, Frrst DistRIct, 
New Orleans, October 14, 1880. 


Joseph Jones, M. D., President of the Board of Health. 


Sir :—In obedience to your order of the 9th instant, directing me to make a thorough 
investigation of all the facts and circumstances connected with the alleged te'egram of Dr. 
S. M. Bemiss, Resident Member National Board of Health, to Dr. Kuthertord of Houston, 
Texas, dated October 6, and published in the “ Gaiveston News” of October 8, wherein the 
statement is made, that: 

“Ten (10) suspicious cases occurred within three (3) squares of last case, within four 
(4) weeks;” 1 present you tke following as the result of a most careful investigation. I 
will reply to the special points, upon which you desire information, in the numerical order 
of their statement. 

(1). ‘‘What is the nature of the so-called suspicious cases ?” 

My investigation has led tu the discovery of but two declared suspicious cases. 
Dr. W. H. Watkins, who was the attending physician has informed me that these were 
reported to you and that you saw them during their illness. It is therefore unnecessary for 
me to make further mention of these or of the case of Fred N. Singer, who died of Yellow 
Fever, October 4th instant, as certified by Drs. W. H. Watkins and J. P. Davidson. 

2. Were the ten suspicious cases Yellow Fever ? 

3. By whom were the ten suspicious cases treated ? 

4, Who reported the “ten suspicious cases” which ‘occurred within three squares of 
last case” to the member of the National Board of Health residing in New Orleans. 

5. If these ten suspicious cas's were of sufficient importance to be reported to the 
member of National Board of Health, and to be telegaphed all over the country, the 
physician or physicians withholding such information from the Board of Health of the State 
of Louisiana should be known in order that such action may be taken as may be in accord- 
ance with the importance of the questions involved. 

In order to reply to these interrogations it was essential that I should ascertain of Dr. 
Bemiss persunally the facts concerning the telegram and the reported ten suspicious cases of 
Yellow Fever. That gentlemen, with marked courtesy, ausweied me that his entire knowl- 
edge of the so-called ien cases, and of «very circumstance connected with them, was con- 
tained in a series of telegrams, the letter-press copies of which he submitted io me, and 
which I here present in the order of transmission : 
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NEW ORLEANS, October 5, 1880. 
Turner, National Board of Health, Washington, D. C., 


Death from Yellow Fever last night, No. 409 South Liberty street, nearly amile from commercial centres 
mile from harbor. Disinfection. immediate burial, all means to prevent spread, adopted. 
F. LOEBER, M. D. Acting President Louisiana State Board of Health.. 
S. M. BEMISS, M. D., Resident Member National Board. 


| " HOUSTON, TEXAS, 12 m., October 6, 1880. 
S. M. Bemiss, M. D., New Orleans. 
Do you consider that you have an infected district? Was the case reported, imported? Please reply 


before 3 o'clock, p. m. 
RUTHERFORD. 


NEW ORLEANS, October 6, 1880. 
Rutherford, M. D., Houston Texas. “ 
Two suspicious cases occurred within three squares of last case within four weeks. No known connec- 
tion between them. ‘The man came from McComb City August 29. Wasignorant. No one can tell his per- 
sonal history shortly before death. BEMISS. 


AUSTIN, TEXAS., October 6, 1880. 





S. M. Bemiss, M. D., National Board of Health, New Orleans : 


I rely upon you for advice and information. What should Texas do to protect us against New Orleans? 
What is the danger now? Advise me how and when to act, and oblige yours, 
O. M. ROBERTS, Governor. 


NEW ORLEANS, October 6, 1880. 





Governor O. M. Roberts, Austin, Texas: 


Telegraphed to Rutherford no danger in or from New Orleans to Texas or any other point. No centre of 
infection. One death over mile from harbor and business centres. No other case known. 
S. M. BEMISS, Resident Member National Board of Health. 





GALVESTON, TEXAS, October 7, 1880. 
S. M. Bemiss, M. D., Member National Board of Health, New Orleans: 

I see by your telegram of October 6, to Rutherford at Houston, you mention ten suspicious cases ocs 
curred within three squares of last case within four weeks. Please let me know the real condition of New 
Orleans, as to Yellow Fever to date. E. H. WATTS, M. D. 

President Board of Health, Galveston. 


NEW ORLEANS, October 7, 1880. 
E. H. Watts. M. D., Galveston, Texas: 


Telegram read wrong. Itshould have been two suspicious cases.’ No Yellow Fever known to me in 
city now. No danger of spread here or elsewhere. Will certainly keep you advised. S. M. BEMISS. 





NEW ORLEANS, October 7%, 1880. 
Rutherford, M. D., Houston, Texas - 


My telegram was written two, not “ten.” There have not been as many as ten suspicious cases in the 
whole city this year to my knowledge or belief. Please correct. S. M. BEMISS, M. D. 





As requested I present with this report the certificates of several prominent physicians 
in the First and Fourth Districts. 

In regard to my own observations, concerning the fevers of the past years, but in par- 
ticular reference to the fever now prevailing, I can only state that my views coincide 
exactly with those of Dr. A.C. Holt. Candor demands the acknowledgment that while I 
have not seen a case of Yellow Fever, or one that I supposed to be other than dengue, as I 
have been accustomed to observe the symptoms of that disease in former times, yet I have 
seen this season, as formerly several cases in their features so nearly resembling Yellow 
Fever, that had 1 seen them during a time of prevalence of that disexse, I would not have 
hesitated in pronouncing them Yellow Fever. The differential diagnosis is sufficiently 
established in the recovery of all my cases. 

Respectfully submitted, JOSEPH HOLT, M. D., 

Sanitary Inspector, First Dittrict. 





Since 1878, I have seen no case that has resembled Yellow Fever. 


[Signed] ED. SCRATCHLEY, M. D. 
New Orleans, October 12, 1880. 





NEW ORLEANS, October 12, 1880. 
Professor Joseph Jones, M. D., President Board of Health. 
Dear Sir :—In response to your request, I have to state, thutI have seen no case of Yellow Fever this 
entire season, nor anything in any manuer approximating it. Very respectfully yours, 
[Signed] , B. SITLLE, M. D. 





I hereby certify that I have not seen a case of Yellow Fever this year or anything like it. 


[Signed] J. CARL ‘ 
New Orleans, October 12, 1880. ba eR! 


° a 
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Dr. Joseph Holt: 

Dear Sir—I have seen no case of Yellow Fever this season, nor have I seen one even suspicious. 

I have treated over one hundred cases of the remittent fever, called ‘‘ dengue,’ many of which presented 
grave symptoms such as delirium, a tendency of hemorrhages from bladder, uterus, nose and intestines; three 
cases of marked black vomit. 

But all of the above cases occurred in persons who had unmistakable Yellow Fever in 1878; and still 
more significant and corroborative to the fact that they were not Yellow Fever is that, with one a they 


allrecovered. Yours truly, W.C. HOLLIDAY, M. 


Dr. Joseph Holt: 

Dear Sir—In reply to your inquiries, I state that I have not seen a case of Yellow Fever this season. 

For many weeks I have seen nothing in the way of disese, except dengue, which in all severe cases 
has borne its usual resemblance to Yellow Fever, viz: Continued fever ot three or four days’ duration with va- 
riations of temperature from 102to 106; intense pain of head, back and limbs; injected eyes, great thirst and 
restlessness, frequently great gastric distress with excessive formation of gas, now and then delirium and hem- 
orrhages from various parts; in two cases from the stomach. 

The many points of resemblance to Yellow Fever has led my mind to the belief which I have held for 
many years, that ‘‘ Dengue” 1s a specific disease, produced by the same cause, which produces Yellow Fever, 
modifiedin some way which I donot pretend to understand; which modification gives us a very remarkabie 
disease, of great violence, attended with profound constitutional disturbances, but absolutely devoid of fatility. 

Very Respectfully, A.C. HOLT, M. D., 107 Prytania street. 

October 12, 1880. , 








I hereby certify that I have seen during the last two months, a great deal of Dengue, and intermittent 
malarial fever, but nothing that I thought for a moment to be Yellow Fever, nor have I seen such a case dur- 
ing the current year. C.J. BICKHAM, M. D. 

New Orleans, October 12, 1880. 





LIhereby state that we have not seen a case of Yellow Fever, nor one that we have considered a probable 
. DRS. W. J. andJ. B. JOHNSON. 
October 13, 1880. 


NEW ORLEANS, October 13, 1880. 
Dr. Jos. Holt: ' 
Dear Sir—In reply to your queries communicated to me by Dr. Holliday, I will state that I have not seen 


acase of Yellow Fever this season, neither have I seen any case that I could regard as probable Yellow Fever. 
Yours, etc., (Signed) ° L. F. SALAMON, M. D 


case 








I hereby certify that from the first day of January of the present year, to the present date, I have not 
seen a caseot Yellow Fever, or any disease which bears the most remote resemblance to it. 
(Signed) I. L. CRAWCOUR, M. D. 
October 13, 1880. 





I hereby certify that during the present year, I have not seen a case of Yellow Fever, nor of any disease, 
which in the most important particulars resemble Yellow Fever. J.J. LYONS, M. D., 
New Orleans, October 13, 1880. 219 Carondelet street. 





NEW ORLEANS, October 14, 1880. ~ 
Joseph Holt, M. D: 

Dear Sir—In reply to your question, viz: Whether or notI have seena single case of Yellow Fever 
during the summer of 1880, I would state that at no time during the present summer have I seen a single case 
of Yellow Fever. In 1878, I treated several persons having Yellow Fever, whom I have this year treated in 

dengue, the disease presenting symptoms closely resembling those of Yellow Fever. 
Respectfully, WM. P. BREWER, M. D., 603 St. Charles street. 





OFFICE BOARD OF HEALTH, STATE-HOUSE, STATE OF LOUISIANA, 
New Orleans, October 14, 1880. 
To His Excellency O. M. Roberts, Governor State of Texas: 

Sir—S. M. Bemiss, M. D., member of the National Board of Health, having referred a 
copy of the letter of your Excellency, of the seventh instant, to the President of the State 
Board of Health, the following facts and documents are respectfully submitted for the in- 
formation of the Governor of Texas: 

1. Weekly statements of mortality of New Orleans, officially published by the Board 
of Health of the State of Louisiana, embracing the months of July, August, September and 
October, to date. , 

(a). An examination of these official documents of the Board of Health of the State of 
Louisiana will show that for week ending July 3, 1880; the total deaths from all causes 
were 112; death rate per 1000 per annum 27.73. 

Week ending July 10, deaths 99, rate 24.51. 

Week ending July 17, deaths 100, rate 24.7¢. 

Week ending July 24, deaths 93, rate 23.02. 

Week ending July 31, deaths 76, rate 18 28. 

Week ending August 7, deaths 89, rate 21.04. . 

Week ending August 14, deaths 72, rate 17.33. 

Week ending August 21, deaths 107, rate 25.75. 

Week ending August 28, deaths 102, rate 24.55. 

Week ending September 4, Aeaths 102, rate 24.55. 

Week ending September 11, deaths 90, rate 21.66, 
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Whites—Death rate per annum 18.64; colored, 30.11.. Week ending September 18— 
Deaths, 125; rate, 30.57; whites, 24.85 ; colored, 46.49. Week ending September 25—Deaths, 
104; rate, 25.03; whites, 23.54; colored, 29.19. Week ending October 2—Deaths, 103; rate, 
24.79; whites, 23.22; colored, 29.19. Week ending October 9—Deaths, 107; rate, 25.75 ; 
whites, 21.25; colored, 38.31. 

During the past five days the deaths in the city of New Orleans (which, aceording to 
the United States Census of 1880, contains 216,000 inhabitants), amounted to only 40, of 
which number only 3 were caused by malarial fever, 1 from typhoid and 1 from common 
continued fever ; total deaths from fevers of all kinds, 5. 

(b.) In the preceding statistics your Excellency has undoubted evidence of the fact that 
New Orleans has, during the entire summer and fall, up to the present moment, been free 
from all epidemic or contagious diseases, and has been exempt from Yellow Fever. 

(c.) Your Excellency, as the guardian of the health of Texas, is, without doubt, familiar 
with the mortality statistics of all the cities of Europe and America, and those now fur- 
nished from New Orleans, will establish, without doubt, beyond controversy, that the death 
rate of New Orleans, during the past summer and autumn, will compare favorably with 
that of any large city upon the face of the globe, in any latitude and under any circum- 
stances. 

2. The following table, illustrating the mortality of the different districts of the City 
of New Orleans, during the entire year 1880 up to the present month, demonstrates that 
the death rate of the First District, in which the reported deaths from Yellow Fever was 
sa id to have occurred, has been less than that of the Second and Third Districts, in which 
no case or death of Yellow Fever has been reported. 

In the Fourth District in which two so-called suspicious cases have been reported to 
the Board of Health, the lowest death rate, namely, 13.67, has been found. 

The death rate in the First District has heen Jess during the months of August and 
September than in any preceding months of the sear. 

(d). Your Excellency will find in these detailed statistics a further confirmation of the 
assertion that there is no evidence whatever afforded by a critical analysis of the mortality 
in the different districts of any increased mortality which could be referred to hidden or 
so-called “‘suspicious” causes. (See page 107.) 

(c). Your Excellency will observe that during the month of August, 1880, the mortality 
was less in New Orleans than during the preceding 11 years, and during the month of Sep- 
tember, less than in all the preceding years, with the exception of 1879. 

4. In the preceding table of the Yellow Fever epidemics of New Orleans from 1847 
and visitations trom 1846 to 1880, it willbe seen that all great epidemics commenced in 
May, June and July. (See page 9.) 

(7). Your Excellency will perceive that no epidemic of Yellow Fever has ever com- 
menced in the month of October. 

(g). New Orleans is now entirely free from Yellow Fever, and has been free of this 
disease through the summer and autumn. There is therefore no ground for alarm on the 
part of the Chief Executive and people of Texas, at the present time; neither is there any 
probability or even possibility that at this late season of the year on the threshold of win- 
ter, any occasion will arise for the disruption of the friendly and business relations of the 
great States of Texas and Louisiana. 

6. Report of Dr. Joseph Holt with certificates of leading physicians. 

7. <Acis of the Legislature of Louisiana establishing and regulating quarantine for the 
protection of the State, also rules and regulations of the Board of Health and ordinances of 
the Council of New Orleans. 

8. In conclusion allow me to assure your Excellency, that the Board of Health of the 
State of Louisiana, when officially addressed, will at all times furnish your Excellency with 
all facts and documents, which will enable the Governor of Texas to form a correct esti- 
mate of the condition of the health of New Orleans. Respectfully, 

JOSEPH JONES, M. D., 
President Board of Health, State of Louisiana. 





OFFICE BOARD OF HEALTH, New Orleans, Oct. 14, 1880. 
To His Excellency, O. M. Roberts, Governor of Texas, Austin, Texas: 

Sir—-I have the honor to furnish your Excellency with the enclosed report of Dr. Joseph 
Holt, Sanitary Inspector, Fourth District, New Orleans, giving results of special investiga- 
tion ordered by the President of the Louisiana State Board. 

I hope that the other documents forwarded from this office will reach your Excellency 
without delay. 

In return the Board of Health of the State of Louisiana respectfully requests that your 
Excellency will reciprocate by forwarding without delay all official information relating to 
the health of Texas; also all sanitary and quarantine laws and regulations. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, JQSEPH JONES, M. D., 
President of the Board of Health. 


~ 
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE, STATE OF TEXAS, Austin, November, 1880. 
Dr. Joseph Jones, President Board of Health, New Orleans: 

Dear Sir~I received your letter of the fourteenth of October last, and my answer has been delayed by 
my absence fom the Capital for a few days. I thank your for the valuable information which it contains. 

I mail to you with this letter two pamphlets, containing the body of our Texas quarantine laws, (pages 
turned duwn), and my quarantine proclamation, from which you will get a fair view of our quarantine opera- 
tions. 

T hope to be able to get some of our leading quarantine officers and physicians to attend the meeting at 
New Orleuns on the 7th to the 10th of December next. 

Itis of the greatest importance that there should be uniformity in the quarantine operations upon our 
whole Gulf coast, and especially that there should be such confidence mutually as would facilitate the opera- 
tions equallyin alkhof the States. 

Such meetings may greatly aid in the accomplishments of these objects. — 

Respectfully yours, etc., O. M. ROBERTS, Governor. 


Dr. Saunders, of Mississippi, visited New Orleans as a representative of 
the Mississippi State Board of Health. 

Every facility was afforded Dr. Saunders for the thorough investigation of 
the sanitary condition of New Orleans, and all the records of the Board of 
Health were thrown open to his inspection. sa 

This courteous and experienced physician reported to the State Board of 
Health of Mississippi that there was no Yellow Fever in New Orleans and 
that quarantine was unnecessary. 
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MALARIAL FEVER 


OF THE DELTA OF THE 


MiSSISoLrr! KIVEK 


AND MORE ESPECIALLY THE FORMS OF 


MALARIAL PAROXYSMAL FEVER. 


WHICH PREVAILED IN AND AROUND, ABOVE AND BELOW, 
POINT MICHEL, IN THE PARISH OF PLAQUEMINE, 
DURING THE SUMMER AND 
AUTUMN OF 1880. 





The Mississippi Valley comprises an area of 2,455,000 square miles, ex- 
tending through thirty degrees of longitude and twenty-three degrees of lat- 
itude; and is composed of several subordinate basins, whose area and eleva- 
tion are as follows: Upper Mississippi elevation above sea 1680 teet, area of 
basin 169,000 square miles; Missouri 6800 feet, 518,000 square miles; Ohio 
1649 feet, 214,000 square miles; Arkansas 10,000 feet, 189,000 square miles ; 
Red River 2450 feet, $7,000 square miles; Yazoo 210 feet, 13,850 square 
miles; St. Francis 1150 feet, 10,500 square miles; Lower Mississippi 416 feet, 
1,244,000 square miles. 

In such vast regions, reaching through such zones of climate and varying 
to such marked extent in soil and elevation; diversities must exist in the dis- 
eases of different sections: but it may be affirmed that throughout this vast 
Valley every form and variety of malarial paroxysmal fever prevails with 
greater or less intensity, according to the climate and soil, the heat, moist- 
ure, rainfall and peculiar climatic conditions associated with the annual revo- 
lutions of the seasons and the greater astronomical cycles. 

It is chiefly in the Lower Mississippi that the full force at once of the 
waters, and the destructive and varying nature of the malarious fevers are 
witnessed. 

The Mississippi first assumes its characteristic appearance of a turbid and 
boiling torrent, immense in volume and force, at the mouth of the Missouri ; 
and trom this point its waters pursue their devious way for more than 1300 
miles, destroying banks and islands at one locality, reconstructing them at 
another, deluging with its united floods vast tracts of alluvial land, absorb- 
ing tributary after tributary, without visible increase in size, until, at length, 
it is in turn absorbed in the great volume of the Gulf, 
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The shores otf the Gulf, so far as relates to the Louisiana coast, are bor- 
dered for fifty miles inland, by swamps, bayous and lakes. The swamps 
generally consist of an oozy mass of mud, from twenty to forty feet in depth, 
resting on blue clay. | 

When in flood, the Mississippi River extends toa width of thirty miles, 
and the surplus waters find their way to the ocean, through deep forests and 
almost interminable swamps. 


AREA OF ALLUVIUM. 


A wide belt of recent alluvium borders the Mississippi River from the 
mouth of the Ohio to the Gulf, 75 miles wide in its greatest expansion at 
Napoleon, and 25 miles in its greatest contraction at Natchez and Helena. 
The area of the alluvial tract above the Delta is 19,450 square miles. The depth 
of the alluvial deposits, from Cairo to New Orleans, ranges between 25 to 40 
feet. 

AREA OF THE DELTA. 


The area of the delta, assuming that it begins where the river sends off its 
_ first branch to the sea, namely, at the mouth of Bayou Atchafalaya, is esti- 
mated at 12,300 square miles. "This would be at the mouth of Red River, in 
latitude 31°, whilst the mouth of the Mississippi is in latitude 29°, so that 
the delta extends through two degrees of space. 

The entire delta, is elevated but a few feet above the level of the Gulf of 
Mexico, and from its fertile soil and proximity to the Mississippi River and 
bayous is suited to the cultivation of rice. Rice culture the most nnhealthy of 
all forms of agriculture has greatly increased of late years, and large numbers 
of settlements in the delta are literally situated in the midst of rice fields. 

The preceding well known facts, should be carefully considered by any 
one, even the most profound observer of disease, before deciding upon the 
character of the endemics of fever which have so often prevailed in the delta 
of the Mississippi, waren presents such uniform, geological, physical and cli- 
potash features. 


BATENSIVE. PREVALENCE OF THE, VARIO Us: 
FORMS OF MALARIAL. FEVER 


IN THE VALLEY OF THE MISSISSIPPI DURING THE SUMMER 
AND AUTUMN OF 1880. 


It is well known that the several grades of malarial fever, often attended 
with hemorrhage from the bowels, stomach and Snide and jaundice, pre- 
vail at various points along the Mississippi River and its tributaries. 

The rains of the spring and early portion of the summer deluged the rice 
fields and swamps of the delta with water, and in the months of August 
were succeeded by burning suns. 

The several types of the remittent, intermittent and congestive fevers of 
the delta of the Mississippi appeared to be due to the preceding causes, and 
especially to the drying wp of the stagnant waters of the rice fields, and the 
death and putrification of numerous tad-poles and small fish. Bpidemics of 
the so-called putrid and adynamic fevers have been observed and traced to 
similar causes in the countries of Europe, Asia and Africa bordering on the 
Mediterranean Sea, from the earliest ages, and centuries before the discovery 
of insular and Central America, to which. sections of the earth have been 
referred the origin of Yellow Fever. — 
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MALARIAL FEVER OF PLAQUEMINE 
PARISH, LOUISIANA, DURING 
LAE MONLH SOF AUGUST 
Si VE BER AINT) 
OCTOBER, 4880. 





On the third of September, Capt. C. U. Lewis, a nephew of Dr. H. S.- 
Lewis. of New Orleans informed the President of the Board of Health, that 
a fatal form of fever had attacked the children of Mr. Esteve Giordano, at 
Point Michel, on the left bank of the Mississippi River, fifty-two miles below 
New Orleans. Mr. C. U. Lewis also stated that Dr. J. B. Wilkinson, of 
Myrtle Grove Plantation, parish of Plaquemines, had affirmed that it was 
the same fever as that of 1878. 

Telegrams were immediately dispatched to Drs. Hays, Hebert, Wilkinson, 
Sr. (at Myrtle Grove),,Dr. Wilkinson, Jr. (at Missisippi Quarantine Station), 
Dr. Finney, Quarantine Station, and to Dr. B. F. Taylor, Sanitary and Quar- 
antine Officer of the Board of Health, at Port Eads. 

The following will illustrate nature of the telegrams: 


|Telegram.] 


' NEW ORLEANS, Sept. 3, 1880.—Dr. Wiikinson, Mississippi Quarantine Station: Mr. C. U. Lewis, 
nephew of Dr. Lewis, of this city, states that a fever resembling Yellow Fever, has appeared at Point 
Michel, in the family of Esteve Giordano. Please give me immediately by telegram all facts in your posses- 
sion, and, if necessary, visit the sick in person. The Board of Health will pay all expenses incurred. 

JOSEPH JONES, M. D. President Board ot Health. 





In addition to the preceding instructions issued to Dr. Wilkinson, Dr. B 
F. Taylor was ordered to proceed. at once to Point Michel and to render all 
necessary assistance to the sick, in co-operation with the attending physi- 
cians, in case such assistance should be required. 

He was also directed to keep the President of the Board of Health con- 
stantly advised. ‘Telegraphic communication was also opened with various 
residents and telegraph operators on the Lower Coast. 

The following replies will illustrate the views of the physicians above 
named : 


QUARANTINE STATION, Sept. 3, 1880.—To Dr. Jones: Have heard nothing of the case. Point 
Michel is too far away from here for me to neglect the Station. Dr. Hays is practicing in that locality. Tele- 
graph to him at Pointe-a-la-Hache. AS ie oe ON. 





POINTE-A-LA-HACHE, Sept. 6, 1880.—To Dr. J oseph Jones, President Board of Health: Will write 
to yon fully by to-morrow’s mail. - J. B. HAYS, M. D. 





PORT EADS, September 5, 1880. 
Joseph Jones, M. D., President Board of Health: 
Sir—I have reason to believe that there is not a particle of truth in the report. 
Malarial fever in exceedingly mild form exists around and near the Passes, and all along the Coast. Will 
visit the family and report at the earliest date. B. F. TAYLOR, M.D., Sanitary Inspector. 





POINT MICHEL, La., September 5, 1880. 
Dr. Joseph Jones, President State Board of Health, New Orleans, La.: 

Dear Doctor—Your telegram of the third only came to hand after long delay, as the Station nearest to 
Point Michel is on the opposite side of the river, distant about nine miles, and communication is very uncer- 
tain, hence the delay in answering. 

I have seen the sick children of Esteve Giordano, and called in Drs. J. P. Wilkinson and N. M. He- 
bert inconsultation. The feveris evidently malarial, of a severe type, and yields readily toquinine. There is 
no albumen in the urine. 
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Esteve Giordano has lost three of his children from it,and that can be attributed to the great difficul 
experienced in administering medicine to them. There has been no suppression of urine. 

I have had thirty or forty similar cases (the total number of deaths is four), though many have been 
quite sick, they have recovered under the quinine and cinchonoida treatment. Just now, during the rice har- 
vesting season, our population is always more or less liable to suffer from malaria as evidenced by records of 
past years, and I think it would either require a very elastic imagination or a malicious desire to create a panic 
to pronounce the cases referred to, Yellow Fever. ; 

Neither Dr. Wilkinson nor Dr. Hebert, both practitioners of long experience, pronounced the disesse 
other than a malignant malarial fever. 

I have been told that Mr. C. U. Lewis removed his family to the city, actuated by fear of their falling 
sick; of course there is no controlling individual opinions or fears. 

I write by the first available mail after receipt of your telegram, as being much more satisfactory than a 
shorttelegraphic statement. 

Should there be Yellow Fever down here, rest assured, I will promptly notify you. 

Very truly, yours, GEU. A B. HAYS, M.D. 

P. $.—It may be of interest to state that more than three-fourths of all the sick are colored people and. 
are all natives of the place. 





MISSISSIPPI QUARANTINE STATION, Sept. 5, 1880. 
Joseph Jones, M. D., President Board of Health, New Orleans, La.: 


Dear Sir—I am in receipt of your telegram in reference to Yellow Fever at Point Michel (as reported by 
C. Uncas Lewis), and also have I seen a telegram addressed to Mr. Bernard Fasterling, Buras Postofiice (imme- 
diately opposite Quarantine Station), signed A. Baldwin & Co., asking about sickness in Buras Settlement, and 
whether Dr. Bemiss’s presence would be advisable or not; and also know of other telegrams to other persons 
in various portions of the parish to the same purport. 

* * * * * x * * 


I have practiced medicine two years in Buras Settlement, and a healthier place I know notof. Since my 
attendance at Quarantine Station,my duties have permitted of nothing else than those appertaining immediately 
ip ike Station, but I would most certainly have known of any case of serious illness occurring in our neighbor- 

ood. 

* * * * * * * * 


In my opinion, this is another endeavor to injure the quarantine system of Louisiana. 
* * * * - * * * 
‘With respect, I am, sir, your obedient servant, ~ : 

C. P. WILKINSON, Assistant Resident Physician. 





PORT EADS, LA., September 6, 1880. 
Joseph Jones, M. D., President Board of Health: 


Sir—In compliance with your instructions I have investigated the matter in reference to the report of 
Mr. Lewis ot Yellow Fever at the Fifty-two Mile Post on the Mississippi River, and find from all the informa- 
tion gathered from the physicians of the neighborhood, and others, that the, disease is fever ot the ordinary 
malarial type, now prevailing all along the passes and the entire coast. I can speak confidently and personally 
knowingly, as I have had the disease myself. ‘The universal prevalence of the disease is due, to my mind, to 
a peculiar atmospheric condition, perhaps electrical, that does occur when the temperature ranges from 76° to 
89° at this season of the year in this latitude. 

Very respectfully, B. F. TAYLOR, M. D., 
Health Officer and Quarantine Physician. Port Eads, La. 


On the sixth of September the following communication was received 
from the Resident Member of the National Board of Health: | 


NATIONAL BOARD OF HEALTH, New Orleans, September 5, 1880- 
Joseph Jones, M. D., President State Board of Health: 

Sir—At half-past 2 0’clock yesterday (Saturday) afternoon, Prof. Ernest Lewis brought a gentleman into 
my oftice who informed me that a very fatal form of fever was prevailing in the parish of Plaquemines, at or 
near Point Michel. This gentleman stated that he had given you this information about 11 o'clock Friday 
morning. Inow respectfully ask that you give me, at the earliest moment practicable, such information as 
you may have received concerning this reported outbreak of serious diseases. 

This request is made in the interest of public health and welfare, not only that Imay exercise my influ 
ence, and, if necessary, the funds at my command in arresting the further spread of infectious disease, but also 
that I may aid in preventing unnecessary quarantine against this State and city. 

’ S. M. BEMISS, 


Respectfully, 
Member National Board of Health. 


The following reply was returned to the Resident Member of the National 
Board of Health : 


OFFICE BOARD OF HEALTH, STATE OF LOUISIANA. 
New Orleans, September 6, 1880. 


S. M. Bemiss, M. D., Member of the NationalBoard of Health, New Orleans, La.. 


Sir—-In reply to your communication of the fifth instant, I have to state that commu- 
nications have been addressed by telegraph, to the officers of the Board of Health, and prom- 
inent physicians, at Mississippi Quarantine Station, Port Eads, Pointe-a-la-Hache, and other 
places, not only asking information as to the truth of the rumor to which you allude, but also 
directing a special inspection, and the institution of any sanitary precautions, should any 
be deemed necessary, at the expense of the Board of Health of the State of Louisiana. 

Thus far it has been ascertained that two children died on the east bank of the river, 
about 52 miles below the city, with fever: Iam momentarily expecting replies from the 
various physicians. 
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“I enclose copy of the first received from Dr. Taylor, Sanitary and Quarantine Officer 
of the Board of Health, stavioned at Port Eads, who has been ordered to proceed at once to 
the point from whence the report has arisen. 


Respectftily, JOSEPH JONES, M. D., 
President of the Board of Health. 


Dr. Taylor during his visit to New Orleans, shortly after the preceding 
communication, was also directed to communicate all facts in his possession 
to the, Resident Member of the National Board of Health. 

Dr. J. B. Wilkinson who was called in consultation by Dr. Hays to see the 
cases at Point Michel (Rouguillo Settlement), iu a letter dated Myrtle Grove 
Plantation, September 6, 1880, thus descrives the location of the houses of 
Esteve Giordano and his neighbors, situated in the midst of extensive rice 
fields, between the Mississippi Kiver and a low salt marsh and swamp on the 
borders of Grande Bayou, which empties into the Gulf of Mexico. 

Dr. Wilkinson says that the houses in which tne cases of fever appeared 
“are all low and small, surrounded completely by orange groves, which shut 
out the breeze which generally prevails here trom the sva, and creates a still 
atmosphere, which ia hot weather is very unpieasant, and, at this particular 
time, was rendered more so by an absence,of rain for nearly a month, and a: 
very elevated August temperature. ‘hese houses are much crowded by 
families, and they are very insutiiciently provided with windows. ‘ve prac- 
tice of these people is to shut up their rooms in case of sickness to prevent 
the sick taking cold. 1tound this to be the case particularly in the house of 
Esteve Giordano; and not only that, but the coniinement of the sick under 
thick muslin bars, or mosquito nets. Immediately in the rear of these houses, 
approaching them within a few acres, are very extensive rice fields, now in 
the most favorable condition for thé elimination of unhealthy exhalations, as 
the water has retired from the fields and the wet surface is entirely exposed 
to the action of the sun. 

There is another: phenomenon which is not usually observed here, in the 
rice field ditches (in fact everywhere) there are myriads of a small fish left to 
die and rot by the fall of water. They are about 4 inches long, the size of 
the little finger, and without exaggeration, can be scooped out ot these 
ditches by the cart load. ‘The effluvia from these fish are very offensive, and 
must add to the unhealthy condition of the atmosphere. ‘Che water used by 
almost ail of these people referred to, 1s taken fromm the river, and without 
purification. ‘their food is usually meagre.” 

To the same effect was the testimony of Dr. D. R. Fox, of “Hygine Jesuits 
Bend,” in reply to the inquiry of the resident of the Board of Health. 1 
may be added parenthetically, that Dr. Fox has long enjoyed the confidence 
of the citizens of Louisiana, aS an experienced and successtul practitioner of 
\ medicine. 

Point Michel is about twenty-eight miles from my place. * ¢ * i My views in 
regard to it (the fever prevailing at Point Michel), are that they were cases of malarial remittent fever of a 
severe type produced by some lucal cause. Point Michel is situated about titty miles below New Orleans, and 
aboutthirty miles above the Quarantine Station. Itis inhabited by Creole tamilies owning small farms of 
trom one to two arpents in width, and from. seven to eightarpents in uepth. Aboutone or two acres of this 
land uear the river is high enough tor the cultivation ot orange trees and vegetables; the balance is low 
Aeris is only fit ior the cultivation of rice. ‘Lheserice lands are tlooded attrequent intervals during 


} et ‘The rice is harvested in the latter part of July, August and September, and is stacked on the high land 
in front. 


it is threshed and large piles of rice straw are usually left in heaps to rot. ‘These piles are left rotting 
_ from year to year, and are sources ot the malarial poison. 

The houses are built low, and are raised but one or two feet from the ground. The orange groves sur- 
round the dwellings, and torm a thick shade, which keeps the ground damp and unhealthy. A reason for its 
fatality amongst children is that the tevex is complicated with gastro enteritis, caused by eating green oranges 
and pecans ; also from the weak-mindedness of Creoles in not forcing their children to take the proper remeuy, 
particularly quinine. I learn that the family in which the four children died, the medicine prescribed by the 
uttending physician was not given. 

17 Yours truly, D. R. FOX. 


& ’ 
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Upon inquiry, the President of the Board of Health found that similar 
types of fever were prevalent in the delta of the Mississippi River, above 
New Orieans, as will be shown by the following letter, from Dr. A. C. Love, 


of Donaldsonville, Louisiana: | 
DONALDSONVILLE, LA., September 15, 1880. 
Professor Joseph Jones, M. D., President Board of Health, New Oreans, La. : : 

Dear Sir—In answer to your inquiry as to the different types of malarial fever that have prevailed in 
this part of the State during the past few months, the following tacts, gathered from my practice, are respect- 
fully furnished you. 

The number of cases of simple remittent fever has been much greater, and in most instanecs the fever 
has proved more tenacious. than has been the case in former years. Great irritability of stomach, sevefé pains 
referrible to the loins and the lower extremities, high range of temperature and very indefinitely marked re- 
missions have been prominent symptoms in the majority of cases. 

Proportionately there has been av unusually great number of cases of pernicious remittent fever, whose 
temperature was as high as 1074 and 108°, without any perceptible remission for forty-eight, often seventy-two, 
and, in some cases, ninety-six hours. Frequently a decline in temperature marked the setting in of collapse. 
As a rule such patients were jaundiced; one had copious hemorrhage from the stomach; two others, hema- 
turia. 

This unusual preyalence and malignity of malarial fevers must be accounted for by the full river of last 
spring, whose waters submerged the battures, and by the incessantrains and high temperature of the past few 
morths. Besides, in this neighborhood hundreds of acres of land, for years uncultivated, have recently been 
recleared and planted inrice. About the middle of July the water was turned off from these lands for the 
harvesting of the crop, and during the three weeks following that time there was, in that vicinity, a notable 
increase in the number of cases of fever, as well as a graver malignancy in its type. 

I remain very respectfully, A.C. LOVE, M. D. 


The following letter, from Dr. Mayes, dated Point Michel, September 7, 
still farther sustained the view expressed by this intelligent and active prac- 


titioner: 
POINT MICHEL, La., September 7, 1880. 
Joseph Jones, M. D., President Louisiana State Board of Health, New Orleans: 


Dear Doctor—Your letter of yesterday, acknowledging the receipt of mine, has just reached me. The 
fever referred to is still amenable to the quinine treatment, and of some twenty patients now on hand there is 
not one whose condition is not satisfactory. There are two or three new cases daily, but about that number are 
dismissed from treatment in the same time, and there is no pase variation either way in the numberof patients 
during the last week. Some are sick three or four days, and severer cases remain ill ten or fifteen days. Since 
writing you, the little scare that existed here at first has abouf subsided, and the people are beginning to fine out 
that patients, and especially children, who are amenable to contro] and will take the prescribed remedies, have 
amuch greater prospect of recovery than those who will not. There is practical experience of that in the 
houses adjacent to Esteve Giordano’s, which they have not failed to note. I would be glad to have been instru- 
mental, however remote, in subduing unreasoning fears and preventing the spread of injurious, false reports. 

Very truly, yours, GEO. A. B. HAYS, M.D. 

N. B.—I have just received a note from Dr. Bemiss, asking for information in regard to this same mat 

ter. (have written him substantially what I told you. H 


All the facts connected with the malarial fever prevailing in and around, 
above and below Point Michel, were laid before the Board of Health of the 
State of Louisiana at the regular weekly meeting, on the ninth of September. 
The communications of the various physicians were also presented. 

The meetings of the Board of Health of the State of Louisiana have been 
open to the public and to the representatives of the press, and the reporters 
of the daily papers, namely, the Picayune, Times, Democrat, Bee, Daily 
States, City Item and German Gazette, were always present and were allowed 
access to documents relating to the public health. 

The Board of Health regarded it to be absolutely necessary, that the public 
Should have access to all facts relating to the health of the city and State, 
through the intelligent and independent representatives of the daily press. 

By such course it was believed, that not only Louisiana, but all the sur- 
rounding States, would be kept fully advised of the true sanitary condition of 
New Orleans and the delta of the Mississippi River, and it was hoped that 
confidence would be established and panic and useless quarantine be avoided. 

~ In illustration of the promptness with which the Board of Health com- 
‘municated to the public the facts with reference to-the malarial fever of the 
Lower Coast, we reproduce the report of the regular weekly meeting of the 
ninth of September, as published in the daily Picayune of September 10, 
1880: 


@ 
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BOARD OF HEALTH. 


CONTINUED GOOD HEALTH OF THE CITY—STATEMENT BY DR. JONES. 


The regular weekly meeting of the Louisiana State Board of Health was held last 
evening Dr. Joseph Jones, President in the chair. 

Present-—-Drs. Formento, Davidson, Loeber and Sheppard, and Messrs. Marks and 
Hernandez. 

The President announced the continued good health and low death rate of New Or- 
leans. Hesaid: “It is a fact worthy of note as showing the healthy condition of the city 
and the excellent condition of the public health, that the mortality for the preceding week 
(ending August 28) and of the week ending September 4 were precisely the same, namely 
102, or for each week 24.55 per 1000 inhabitants. In the week ending August 28 the ratio 
for the whites was 21.25, and for the colored 33.75; for the week ending September 4, 
whites 20.27, colored 36.49. The mortality during the past tour days has been only 30, of 
which 4 were from malarial fever. . 

The President directed the attention of the Board to the prevalence of the various 
forms of marsh or malarial fever, more especially in the localities of the Mississippi Valley 
- in which rice is cultivated. Dr. Jones then gave some interesting facts concerning malarial 
fever, as follows: 

The various forms of malarial fever prevail at all seasons of the year in the delta of the 
Mississippi River, as has been noted by our most accomplished and experienced physicians. 
While the origin and spread of Yellow Fever depends absolutely upon an elevated tempera- 
ture ranging from 70° to 85° F., and its decline upon a mean temperature ranging from 65° 
to 56° F. On the other hand, the various forms of malarial fever are more uniformly dis- 
tributed throughout the months of the year, although this class of diseases, as well as Yel- 
low Fever, show their maximum intensity in number of cases and fatality in those months 
of the year in which the temperature is most favorable to the putrifaction of animal and 
vegetable matters, and the development of the lower and most prolific forms of animal and 
vegetable life, and especially those forms which are the active agents in putrifaction and 
fermentation, Thus the deaths caused by malarial fever in 1867 were as follows: January, 
7; February,7; March, 9; April, 4; May,13; June, 31; July, 48; August, 120; September, 
174; October, 153; November, 43; December, 20. During tho same year the deaths from 
Yellow Fever were: June, 3: July, 11; August, 255; September, 1637; October, 1072; 
November, 103; December, 26. 

In like manner in 1878, the deaths caused by the various forms of malarial fever were 
as follows: January, 6; February,?; March,9; April, 15, May, 12; June, 13; July, 25; 
August, 136; September, 146 ; October, 111 ; November, 41; December, 6. During the same 
year the deaths from Yellow Fever were: May, 2; July, 50; August, 974; September, 1893 ; 
October, 1044; November, 90°; December, 3. 

The mortuary report, however, gives but an imperfect view of ths prevalence of the 
various forms of paroxysmal or malarial fever in New Orleans, from the well known fact 
that these diseases rarely prove fatal. The favorable results obtained in the treatment of 
intermittent, remittent and congestive fever, are at the present day mainly due to the 
prompt and free administration of quinine, by the physicians of New Orleans and other 
parts of the Southern country. 

The records of the Charity Hospital of New Orleans furnish the best field for such in- 
quiries, as it has justly been regarded as one of the great fever hospitals of the world. : 

It appears from the records of the Charity Hospital, that during a period of ten (10) 
years, from January 1, 1841, to January 1, 1851, there were admitted into this hospital 91,892 
patients, of which number there were admitted of all the different forms of fever, 45,149, 
and among these last, of intermittent fevers, 25,183. Thusit will appear that nearly one- 
half of all the patients admitted into this hospital were for the different forms or types of 
fever, and that more than one-half of them were intermittents. 

Then followed a statement showing the prevalence of intermittent fevers at different 
seasons of the year, as indicated by admissions to the Charity Hospital in the different sea- 
sons of the years from 1841 to 1849, inclusive, 

He then continued; 
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The following statement will show the prevalence of intermittent fevers at the different seasons of the 
year, for the time specified: 


TABLE OF ADMISSION OF CASES OF INTERMITTENT FEVER IN CHARITY HOSPITAL OF 
NEW ORLEANS, IN THE DIFFERENT SEASONS OF THE YEAR, 1841 TO 1849 INCLUSIVE. 


| All [Yellow 
































Year. : Spring. | Summer.| Autumn | Winter. | Fevers. Fever 

Bato iee niecletsl tale e;s wislel sein siecis mistolsins alate bist earner 112. 403 LTT, 92 1991 1113 
VRAD E Nee Livtere sims 01n0)m oleivioieinis eisielevalels «| sisieie ae selene G 114 453 394 135 1758 410 
BAR rises iatele ies 'a'b evelvew s/he nenis em ola widens) sete Ley 85 208 413 137 2229 1158 
TBA AG loa eluoleiseis 010.56 vie wlewle sie als (dis aic.teeieip eels eis la'a ol 117 469 732 231 22017 152 
DBAN Uae daatis cio ews vo n'nislaic blelv ehaTviaisterselels eleiweisa's'sn] Mat Eo 353 664 206 1763 1 
SAG Rime etalsiniere nisjuloleia ss sine me cyishsis ciateitin wictelelsia ene 236 569 1044 218 2607 148 
USAT shale) ote) sel aialo exe's ie elalsie eieeee wealatalelafsercisisteissisin ets 391 508 691 602 6901 2811 
ABAD cela stieisieie e siells eicloivialeweroledhen cencin slaleieotsiels wislstele 282 689 874 535 6361 1234 
WB AD sites tales aemiclatslas(dle cioietets/aua\pio icin sae ipenealalele sielatelo yy 420 1701 _ 3738 1275 TD75 1060 

EL OLE Wei>, cio wie eieiris' ete) cwleiaial stats, oysie vials icin otele tole 1937 5353 F128 3431 33,381 7982 


Thus it will be seen that during the period specified, during spring 1937, summer 5353, 
autumn 7728, winter 3431, cases of intermittent fever were admitted into the Charity Hos- 
pital-of New Orleans. 

It is evident from this table that intermittent fever prevails in New Orleans the year 
round, gradually increasing from the winter up to autumn, when it begins to decline. 

It is thus made evident that paroxysmal (marsh or malarial) fevers prevail every year, 
and in every month of the year, in New Orleans, thus presenting a marked contrast to the 
prevalence of Yellow Fever, which is shut up in much narrower limits. 

It apnears that the cause of Yellow Fever requires tor its generation and propagation 
a higher degree of heat, and that the conditions of its existence are more narrowly defined 
than those of malarial fever. The cause of the latter disease not orly resists successfully 
a much lower temperature than that of Yellow Fever, but when once engrafted on the 
human system it is far more persistent and indefinite in its duration, and, in fact, in many 
cases produces such profound alterations in the constitution of the blood, and in certain 
organs as the spleen and liver, as to constitute a condition of the system which may under- 
lie and modify supervening diseases. 


EFFECTS OF RICE CULTURE UPON HEALTH OF THE POPULATION. 


Dr. Jones directed the attention of the Board of Health to toe important fact that 
during the past few vears, since the close of the American civil war, (1861-1365), large 
areas of land in the delta of the Mississippi, above, below and around New Orleans, have 
been devoted to the cultivation of rice. 

In the opinion of the President of the Board of Health, rice culture was one of the most 
unhealthy modes of agriculture, and was the prolific source of:many of the severest fevers of 
malarial form, and, especially of that form recognized for centuries in Europe, and described 
by Torti. Tommasini and others, and in our own city by the learned and accomplished Dr. 
Charles Faget, and which has received various appellations as hemorrhagic malarial fever, 
malarial hematuria, hemogastric malarial fever. 

Instances of the several forms of malarial fever, attended with hemorrhage from the 
stomach, or bowels or kidneys, and with vomiting of black matter and with jaundice, closely 
simulating in some of the more prominent symptoms, Yellow Fever, occur every autumn in 
the malarial regions of North Carolina, South Carolina, Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana, 
Texas and Arkansas. So familiar are the experienced physicians of our Southern country 
with this severe form of malarial fever, that these occurrences occasion no alarm. As the 
occurrence some ten days ago of several cases of severe malarial fever in the neighborhood 
of rice farms. near Point Michel, occasioned some comment, an immediate investigation was 
instituted The President of the Board of Health had himself visited cases of this form of 
malarial fever in company with Dr. George Howe, in the parish of St. Bernard, and had also 
addressed letters of inquiry to the leading physicians of the parish of Plaquemines, and also 
to the officers of the Jetties and at the Mississippi Quarantine Station. 

Dr. Jones submitted the letters from the physicians referred to, who report that the 
cases were plainly malarial fever, and that more than three-fourths of the sick were colored 
people and natives of the place. 


_ The daily papers of New Orleans also published in evidence the letters of 
the attending Physician Dr. Hays, and of Drs, Taylor and Fox. 

The Board of Health unanimously endorsed the view of the President, as 
to the origin and nature of the malarial fever, prevailing upon the Rice Plan- 
tations of the lower coast. | 


Report of President Jones. . nt 133 


The following reports from B. F. Taylor, were forwarded from Port Hads, 
after the completion of the investigation ordered by the Board of Health: . 


POINTE-A-LA-HACHE, LA., September 10, 1880. 
Dr. Joseph Jones, President Board of Health : 


Sir:—In accordance with your instructions, I proceeded to the neighborhood in which the fever was 
reported to exist, and found the following to be the facts connected therewith, viz : 

In consultation with Dr. Hayes, the practitioner in whose practice these cases occurred, I learn that the 
children of the family of Giordano, were taken on the 15th August. with fever, pain in the head, dry skin, 
tongue coated with yellow fur, very little redness, slight nausz and continued until their death. Three 
of these patients died between the third and seventh day. The urine at no time gave any evidence of albumen. 
There was nothing resembling black vomit in either of these children There was no tinge of yellowness in the 
tissues, previously, or after death. 

These cases are situated one and a half miles above the residence of Dr. Hayes; right bank. 

Cases have occurred in the following order of time and distance, viz: 

August 16—1 case 5 miles above. 

August 20—1 case 2 miles above. 

August 20—1 case 74 miles above. 

August 22—2 cases 74 miles above. 

August 23—3 cases 3 miles above. 

August 23—1 case 4 miles below, opposite bank of river. 

August 24—3 cases 14 miles above. 

August 24—2 cases 6 miles below. 

August 25—3 cases 14 miles above. 

August 26—4 cases 14 miles above. 

August 27—2 cases 1 mile above. 

August 28— 1 case 1 mile above. 

August 28—1 case 1 mile below. 

August 29 —2 cases 1 mile below. 

August 30—2 cases 14 miles below. 

August 31—1 case 14 miles helow. 

September 2—4 cases 14 miles above. 

September 3—4 cases 1 mile above. 

September 4—4 cases adjoining same. 

September 5—5 cases adjoining same. 

September 5—2 cases 4 mile below. 

September 6—1 case 1 mile above. 

September 7—1 case 7 miles above. 

September 7—2 cases 24 miles abore. 

September 7—2 cases 2 miles above. 

September 8—1 case | mile abovs. 

September 8—3 cases 14 miles above. 

September 8—2 csses adjoining. 

Total number amounting to 61 cases. 

Yesterday I also visited Mr. Jack Dragon’s son, 17 years of age, (4) fonrmiles above Point La Hache, 
left bank, a patient of Drs. Hebert and Wilkinson. who had died two hours previously. The body presented a 
bluish motley appearance, without the least sign of any yellowish or jaundiced discoloration. This patient 
sickened on Saturday with the usual symptoms of fever, which continued up to the time of death. His mind 
Agha intact. His urine was albuminous the day previously. He had no vomiting whatever, for the past 

wo days. 

In the same house were two children who had been sick two days. They had no albumen in the urine. 
Another child just taken, whose urine was examined, showed albumen. 

In another house one mile below the Court House, the family of Pierre Hingle, four children were sick, 
with the usual symptoms of the epidemic. Iam informed, positively and unequivocally, by Dr. Hebert, that 
two of these children, had in 1878, a similar fever. 

Dr. Hayes informs me that quinine controlled the fever in every instance, when it could be given pro- 
perly. The Giordano children were ufcontrollable, and could not be induced or forced to take quinine, and he 
attributes their death to that cirenmstance. 

Very Respectfully your obedient servant, 

B.F. TAYLOR, M. D., Health Officer, Mississippi River. 


PORT EADS, September 13, 1880- 
Joseph Jones, M. D., President Board of Health: 
Dear Sir—In my report I omitted to mention that the greater number of persons sick were Creoles of 
mixed blood. ; 
In most of the cases examined by myself, the temperature ranged from 101° to 104 1-5° Fahrenheit, re- 
maining at the latter only a few hours. 
Up to the time of leaving Point Michel, Saturday night, about eighty-five cases had occurred, presenting 
the same symptoms, though in a lighter degree. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, B. F. TAYLOR, M. D. 
P. §.—Dr. Sternberg (N. B. of H.) pronounced the cases all mild Yellow Fever. T. 


The following communication was received from the Resident Member: of 
the National Board of Health, on the thirteenth of September : 
’ NEW ORLEANS, La., September 13, 1880. 
Dr. Joseph Jones, President Louisiana State Board of Health: 


; @ 

Sir—Trespectfally call your attention to the accompanying report from Dr. G. M. Sternberg, regarding 
the disease at this time prevailing on the Lower Coast of the Mississippi River. In my opinion the symp- 
toms and mode of spread bear so close a resemblance to Yellow Fever, that no time should be lost in 
applying all possible means to prevent its further spread. With a view to the aocomplishmeut of this end, I have 


. 
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to inform you that you are authorized to draw upon the National Board of Health for such sums of money as 
may be necessary to procure disinfectants and to pay for the services of sanitary police and sanitary 
inspectors, and in truth all expenses expedient for the purposes mentioned. This money cannot be drawn 
from the treasury except, in payment of bills ot services or articles, which bills must be duly authenticated. 
You will therefore make requisitions from time to time, for such services, disinfectants, etc., as are in your 
opinion required and forward same tome. This appropriation will apply to cases of infectious diseases in 
this city, and in all places within the limits of the State, which have no local Boards to exercise such powers. 
The organization of the work will rest with yourself subject to the approval of the National Board. 

You will therefore, in all cases, forward me the names of persons recommended to be employed with pay of 
each, and each one must take an oath of office, and have his name carefully entered upon the blank pay roll, 
which will be furnished you, and then no trouble will occur in regard to payments Itis well to remark that 
the Treasury Department refuses to pay for goods or clothing destroyed to prevent spread of disease, but will 
pay any reasonable expenses for cleaning and disinfection. Respectfull: aries 
me Ji be f 





The preceding communication of the Resident Member of the National 
Board of Health was immediately laid before the members of the Board of 
Health of the State of Louisiana, and the following reply was returned. 


OFFICE BOARD OF HEALTH, NEN 
State of Louisiana, New Orleans, Sept. 13, 1880. 


Prof. S. M. Bemiss, M. D. Member National Board of Health, New Orleans, 

Louisiana: ; 

Str—The communication of the Member of the National Board of Health, 
of this date, has been received, and its contents noted. 

The Board of Health of the State of Louisiana has investigated the 
malarial fever, to which you refer as prevailing in the low rice lands border- 
ing on the Mississippi River above and below Point Michel. 

Such measures as the Board of Health, deem necessary, have been institu- 
ted. Respectfully, JOSEPH JONES, M. D., 

President Board of Health, State of Louisiana. 


The measures proposed by the Resident Member of the National Board of 
Health were unnecessary, and their adoption and execution by’ the Board of 
Health of the State of Lowisiana, would have led to the establishment of quaran- 
tines of the most rigid character against the City of New Orleans, which whilst 
inflicting wncalculable damage and exciting panics, would have been wholly useless 
as a defence against an imaginary evil. 

Subsequent events have demonstrated the wisdom of the course of the Board of 
Health of the State of Louisiana, and confirmed the view that the disease pre- 
vatling in and around, above and below Point Michel, was of purely local origin 
and possessed no contagious properties. It has been shown in a previous portion 
of this report, that cases of this disease terminated fatally in the heart of this 
great city, without any communication or reproduction of the disease. 

Telegrams were dispatched to the leading business centres in the United 
States, to the effect that seventy-five cases of Yellow Fever had occurred in 
and around the Mississippi Quarantine Station, that the disease had been in- 
vestigated by an army surgeon in the employ of the National Board of 
Health, and that this organization had offered ten thousand dollars to Dr. 
Joseph Jones, President of the State Board of Health, with which to arrest 
the progress of the pestilence, but this offer had been refused. 

The wide dissemination of these reports led the State Board of Health 
to the following action at the regular meeting, held on the twenty-third of 
September : 


[Extracts from the Minutes of the Board of Health, September 23, 1880 | 


Mr. Marks offered the following resolutions, which were adopted atter considerable debate, being opposed 
by Dr. Davidson. Dr. Sheppard objected to the introductory paragraph of the preamble. The resolu- 
ions are: - 
Whereas, the representatives of the National Board of Health have on several occasions during the past 
extraordinary healthy summer, deliberately attempted through the agency of their employes to create a Yellow 
Fever panic against our city, and 
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Whereas, no case of Yellow Fever (save the imported ones on the bark Excelsior) has oconrred during 
the present year within the domain of Louisiana; and 

Whereas, the commercial interests of New Orleans are altogether too vast and important to be thus im- 
periled or trifiled with; and 

Whereas the State Board of Health of Louisiana believing that its sworn duty in protecting and endeav- 
oring to preserve the health of this city during the past summer has been faithfully executed, and feeling that 
it should give free expression to its condemnation of these repeated attempts to commercially injure and defame 
New Orleans, be it therefore 

Resolved, That the officers of the National Board of Health at Washington be, and they are hereby re- 
spectfully requested to instruct their representatives in Louisiana to conform their conduct to the act of Con- 
gress under which they hold power, and to simply extend such aid to the State Board of Health of Louisiana 
as it may request, and to further prevent them interferring in any way with the duties incumbent upon and 
discharged by the said State Board of Health. 

Resolved, That as this Board has solemnly pledged itself to promptly communicate to the country the 


existence within our city or State of any epidemic or contagious diseases, it requests the press of the United 4. ™ 
States not to attach any euiden®tto any report in relation to the public health of our city or State that does)", 


not bear the official sanction of this Board. 
Resolved, That this board, through its President. will continue to keep the public thoroughly and 
truthfully informed as to the condition of the health of New Orleans and the surrounding country. 


On the same day (September 23), there appeared in the daily Democrat an 
able report, signed by Drs. Bruns and Davidson, who had been requested by 
the Resident Member of the National Board of Health to investigate the 
fever of Point Michel, in company with Dr. George M. Sternberg, Surgeon 
in the United States army and inthe employ of the National Board of 
Health. We reproduce this important report: | 


[New Orleans Democrat, Thursday, September 23, 1880.] 
THE RICE FEVER. 


REPORTS OF DOCTORS BRUNS AND DAVIDSON, ON THE FEVER WHICH PRE- 
VAILED IN PLAQUEMINES PARISH. 


No. 142 CANAL STREET, New Orleans, September 18, 1880. 
S. M. Bemiss, M. D. Resident Member National Board of Health: 


Dear Sir—In obedience to your request of the fourteenth of September, that I should 
“ proceed to the lower coast of the Mississippi River, to inspect and report in regard to the 
prevalence of any infectious or other forms of fever prevailing in that section of the State.” 
I have the honor to report that, on tte morning of the fifteenth, at 8 a- m., the committee, 
consisting of Dr. J. P. Davidson, of the State Board of Health; Dr. G. M. Sternberg, sur- 
geon United States Army, and myself. with Dr. Mitchell of the National Board, who kindly 
accompanied us, and my son, Mr. H. D. Bruns, who volunteered to make the necessary 
autopsies, if opportunity offered, proceeded on the steam tug Aspinwall, directly to Myrtle 
Grove, the plantation of Dr. J. B. Wilkinson, the oldest and most experienced physician in 
the parish of Plaquemines. We there learned that the doctor had been called to visit a 
case of fever on the left bank of the river, seven miles below, in consultation with the resi- 
dent physician, Dr. N. M. Hebert. We reached the place designated, five miles above Point- 
a-la-Hache, too late to meet Dr. Wilkinson, but had the good fortune to encounter Dr. 
Hebert, who with great courtesy, at once invited us to see his patient, a typical case, as he 
regarded it, of the prevailing fever. The following was his account of the case: 

Paul Gravolet, white male, aged twenty-two years, had sat up for two nights with 
Adrian Dragou, sick of the fever, and had afterwards attended his funeral. It was the body 
of this A. Dragou which Dr. Sternberg had seen on his previous visit to the parish and no- 
ticed in his report. A short while after, on the afternoon of the tenth, Gravolet was taken 
with a chill, followed by violent headache, pain in the loins and legs, nausea, retching and 
fever. Dr. Hebert visited him for the first time on the twelfth instant at 8 a. m., and tound 
him suffering from fever, with a hot, dry skin—temperature not noted. The vomiting of 
bile and mucous continued ; the eyes were congested, the tongue moist, streaked in centre, 
red at tip and edges, and was covered with a white fur; the fur had disappeared on the 
fourth day, leaving the whole organ red; the gums were red and swollen, but firm; there 
was much restlessness throughout the attack ; the respiration was tranquil, without sighing; 
he complained of slight pain on pressure over epigastrium ; the urine had been abundant, 
and free from albumen; there had been no delirium; comp. cath. pills, followed on Monday 
by calc. magnes. had acted freely, and quinine, in 4 gr. doses, until 52 grains were taken—in 
48 hours—had been ordered, after the action of the magnesia. The doctor could not say 
that he had noticed any decided remission at the period of his visits, morning and evening, 
but had sometimes found him perspiring. He had broken his thermometer and could not 
tell what the diurnal variations of temperature may have been. 

At the time of our visit, 1:30 p. m., September 15, the pulse was 80 to the minute,temper- 
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ature 101 1-5° F., respiration normal, tongue clean, gums pink and firm, skin pleasantly | 


warm and soft, presenting no harshness nor pungency to the touch; the face was flushed, 
without capillary congestion; the body was of the natural color, and neither it nor the eyes 
showed the least tinge of yellowness; the facies was perfectly calm and the patient cheer- 
ful. He complained of some pain on pressure over stomach and abdomen. At 11 a. m. he 
had passed a small quantity of bright, Horid blood by stool. The urine was abundant. A 
tresh specimen, tested on the spot, yielded, on the addition of nitric acid, a light precipitate, 
which cleared up perfectly on boiling. At our second visit, a little after noon the following 
day, we found himstill convalescing. He had passed a little bright blood by stool during 
the night, but had slept well. The pulse was 6U to the minute, temperature 99 3-5° F. No 
albumen in urine. 

In the saine neighborhood we saw, with Dr. Hebert, Pierre Dragou, white, male, aged 
five years, the younger brother of the above mentioned Adrian. ‘Three days before our 
visit, he had recovered from an attack of fever; but, two days after convalesvene had par- 
taken treely otf sardines and chicken for breakfast, and at noon was seized with violeat 
vomiting and purging. There had been no hemorrhage from bowels. The child was calm 
and cheerful ; the skiu soft-and moist; the temperature caretully taken in axilla was 100° 
F. The pulse of the little patient much excited by our presence, was by first count 110 to 
theminute. At theclose of our somewhat protracted visit, it had jallen to 92. ‘There had 
been six cases of fever in this family. All had recovered but Adrian. A small specimen of 
the patient’s urine, very dirty, full of hairs and mucus, was secured. It threw downa 
flaky deposit on the addition of nitric acid, not cleared by boiling. As a substitute for 
filtering paper a single thickness of newspaper was tried. I thought it was a clear case 
of failure, but wf trustworthy the urine contained a trace of albumeu. At our visit in the 
afternoon of the tollowing day, the patient was conyalescent, though still somewhat 
' feverish. 

Another patient of Dr. Hebert’s visited by us in this neighborhood was Hliza Martin, 
white, temale, aged fourteen years. She had come from New Orleans on the atterncon of 
the teath, and was taken with tever three days after. She had been treated with calumel 
and quinine. On the second day of her fever (Luesday) Dr. Hebert reports a well-marked 
reMission in the morning. When seen by us on Wednesday at 3p. m. her pulse was 120 to 
the minute, temperature 103 2-5 deg. F.; the tongue soft, moist, marked bj the teeth, cov- 
ered with light, white fur; the gums paie, pink, firm; facies calm; skin pleasant to touch 
and bedeweu with slight perspiration. ‘Lhere was a tendency to diarrhoea and slight pain 
was complaiued of on pressure over abdomen. Urine, tested on the spot with nitric acid 
and heat, was tree from albumen. 

On the opposite side of the river, at the Franklin Rice Mill, we also visited, with Dr. 
Hebers, a patient of Dr. Hays’s, Michael Halceran, a native ot Louisiana, white, male, 
married, ayed 33 years. He had been taken on the twelfth, at 10 a. m., with chill, violent 
headache and pain in the back and legs, accompanied by gastric distress and vomiting. 
‘rhe last continued throughout his attack; but we learned trom his triends, and trom his 
physician later, that this gastric irritability characterized him even in health. He is a con- 
urined dyspeptic, vomits his food frequently and is unable to retain a dose of medicine, un- 
less it be disguised and concealed even from his suspicion. Ur. Hays informed us the next 
day that when he first saw cialceran, at 12 m. on Sunday —two hours aiter his seizure—the 
temperature was 103° F. Of his temperature Monday he had no record and did not recall 
it; put on ‘Tuesday he tound it to be 1012° F. at his morning visit, and luz¢° I’. in the 
afternoon. He was said to have had Yellow Fever during the epidemic of 1867. 

At the time ot our visit, we found him pertectly tree uf tever. Hv conversed cheerfully 
and readily, and his whole appearance was indicative otf rapid and fine convalescence. ‘The 
temperature was 1U0° #ahrenneit, pulse 62 to the minute, full, sott, slow; tongue clean 
and moist; no yellowness of conjuuctiva or skin. Auscultation of heart revealed a soft, 
aortic, sysuolic iwurmer. Further inquiry afterwards confirmed by Dr. Hays, reveaied the 
tact that the patient had suffered from more than one attack of acute rhpuimatic fever. The 
urine showed a smail quantity of albumen, probably persistent. 

In an adjacent town I saw Mrs. Haiceran, wite or above, well advanced in convales- 
ceuce from a similar attack of fever, lasting only forty-eight nours. She complained of feel- 
ing a little weak; but had a good appetite which she had been indulging ior some days 
freely and without harm. Though we touched at this point the following day, we did not 
think it worth while to visit these patients again. 

Moving down the right bank of the river we stopped at Dr. Geo. B. Hay’s residence, 
Point Michel, and were immediately joined by the doctor, who came on board the tug, ana 
took us LO visit some of the more interesting cases of his own, then under treatment. ‘lhe 
great majority of the patients he has had were well or convalescent. 

Win. Gilmore, white, male, aged 9 years, was taken at midnight Sunday with the usual 
light chill and pains in back and legs. Dr. Hays, at the date ot his first visit, about noon 
on Monday, found him with high fever, hot, dry skin, frequent, quick pulse, white turred 
tongue, and free trom nausea, or pain at epigastrium; the respiration was slightly hurried, 
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without sighing, and there was no jactitation, His temperature was 100° F. The following 
forenoon it was 105° F.; in the afternoon 1044° F. On Wednesday morning it was 10449 
F. At the time of our visit, 5:20 p. m., it was 103° F. Although an unusually nervous child 
and ministered to by a still more nervous mother, who hastened to inform him that the visit 
of so many doctors did not necessarily portend immediate dissolution, his expression was 
placid, exhibiting neither alarm nor depression. The conjunctiva were pinkish ; but there 
was no intolerance of light, nor pain on pressure over the eyeballs. The face was slightly 
flushed, without capillary congestion. The color of the body was natural, and there was no 
yellowness of skin or eyes. ‘To the touch the surface was dry and warm, without harshness 
orpungency. The pulse was 100+ F. to the minute; respiration normal, no suspivia. ‘he 
bowels had been freely moved, the dejections were natural, the urine copious. There was 
slight uneasiness manifested on pressure over epigastrium, and headache; but he made no 
complaint except of slight headache. 

‘Lhe following day we visited him again at 10 a.m. He had slept well; had two rather 
thin stvels during ths night, the last at 44. m.; with both had passed urine freely. The 
pulse was 9% deg.; temperature 101 3-5 deg. Fabrenheit. facies cheeiful, skin pleasant. 
Froi the excessive vervousuess of the little patient, we could not secure a specimen of 
urine for examination at either visit. 

In this locality we also visited with Dr. Hays, Millaudon Pooton, black, male, aged 
fourteen years, Who was said to have had a relapse, succeeding a tever of four days’ dura- 
tion. We saw him again the following morniog. At neither visit did he have any fever. 
The skin was rather cvol, temperature vormal, pulse sott and very compressible, but not 
frequent. The appetite was feeble, strength wuch exhausted, mind spiritiess and dejected. 
He auswered questions willingly, but slowly and without animation. The decubitus was 
lateral with the legs, semi-flexed, and we tound him lying in exaqly the same position, 
with the same air of utter indifference ou our second visit as we had left nim on our iirst. 
He made no complaint, and on repeated inquiry, admitted xo special discomfort. His 
mother toid us that he had been at work in the fields up to the date of his first attack; 
but the very great emaciation ne exhibited was certainly not attributabie to the brief 
acute atiack he bud experienced. He louked to me like a weil advanced case of tubeccul- 
losis, aud on inquiry I iearned from Dr. ays that his father had died with phthisis pul- 
monelis. Dr. Hays Had never exaugived his chest, and his condition and surrounding were 
such a8 to not invite my personal auscultation of him. A specimen of his urine exhibited, 
on the usual tests, an abundance of albumen. 

In the same room lay a younger brother of Milaudon, convalescent from a mild attack 
of the fever. 

At the Quarantine Station, which we reached at 9 p. m., we found to our regret the As- 
sistant Quarantine Physician, Dr. C. P. Wilkinson, down with the fever. He had been taken 
with the usual symptoms of chill, headache, pain in the back and legs, at 6 a. m. on Sunday, 
the twelfth, and when visited by us on Wednesday at 10 p.m. was, therefore, within eight 
hours of completing his fourth day. The Quarantine Physician, Dr. Finney, had kept an 
accurate rocord of his temperature—the sole instance in which we had the fortune to obtain 
it—from which it appeared that, on seizure, his temperature was 1U03° I, At noon the 
same day it was 103 and the same in the evening. 
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He had, when we saw him, a hot skin; broad, moist tongue, covered with white fur; 
pulse 90, iull, soft, regular; no precordial nor abdominal Cisiress nor vomiting throughout 
the attack. He bad taken quinine in ten-grain doses three times on day of attack, but 
owing to the irritation it excited, had at first moderated and then discontinued its use. 
Wednesday he bad taken two three-grain doses. He talked to us with unusual animation. 
and energy that night, and the following morning when we visited him, a little after day- 
break, we tuuud him perfectly free from fever, in high spirits, and only anxious to resume 
be soon as possible the duties which he bas performed with so much zeal, fidelity and intel- 

igence. 

Dr. Wilkinson is a native of Louisiana, aged thirty years. He stated that he had an 
attack of Yellow Fever, in common with members of his family, in 1855, 

At an early hour the following morning, September 16, we crossed the river to Buras’s 
Postoftice, which hes immediately opposite the Quarantine Station. There we had the 
pleasure of meeting with Dr. Westertield, whose practice extends for many miles above and 
below that point. The sum of the information gathered from him was to the effect that the 
tever hud prevailed very extensively in that neighborhood—principally above—which he 
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attributed to the batture, there being a caving bank, washed by the river, below. The 
fever had made its first appearance early in August, and abcut ten days thereafter had 
spread through the entire settlement, as many as five, six and seven cases occurring in single 
families, and in some of those deaths by Yellow Fever had happened in 18738. “The majority 
of his cases had been among white children. Negroes enjoyed, seemingly, more immunity, 
and females still greater. ‘The average duration of the fever was,abont 48 hours, he thought. 
[t yielded readily to quinine; fevers chiefly of the remittent type, though he had seen a 
few intermittents. There had been no death in bis practice, nor had he seen a single case 
in which there was jaundice, black vomit, or suppression of urine. 

Dr Jones, whose area of observation and practice lies on the same bank of the river, 
between that of Dr. Westerfield and that of Dr. Hays, and with whom we passed some time 
iater in the day, had treated about thirteen cases in all. There was, he thought, a well. 
marked remission in every case he had seen, but he had made no thermometric observations. 
The exacerbation took place toward night. The fever yielded readily to quinine, which he 
gave freely. The only difficulties he had experienced in the management of his cases arose 
trom the tendency to undue cerebral excitement in children. He had lost none, nor had he 
seen any case with jaundice, black vomit or suppression of urine. 

Dr. Ryan told Dr. Davidson that, at Pilot Town, the same fever had prevailed extensive- 
ly. He regarded it as a malarial fever, remittent in type. It yielded readily to quinine. 
He had no death in his practice, nor had any of his cases been attended with yellowness of 
skin or eyes, or black vomit, or suppression of urine. 

Visiting, with Doctors Hays, Hebert and Jones, who joined us, such cases of special in- 
terest as we had seen on the previous day, we reached Myrtle Grove about 2 p.m., and after 
an interesting conversation with Dr. J. B. Wilkinson—who, with two of his sons, paid us a 
visit on the tug—steamed directly for the city, which we reached at 6 p. m. on Thurs- 
day evening. 

Through your own forethought and Dr. Mitchell’s attentions we enjoyed every comfort 
possible on such a trip, and I take this opportunity, on the part of the whole commission, to 
express their deep sense of the courtesy they received from all the medical practitioners of 
the Coast, who, with equal candor and cordiality at just self-sacrifice, devoted a large part 
of two days to showing us every case of interest in their practice and giving us all the in- 
formation that could possibly throw any light on the object of our mission. 

From personal observation, and from the information gatheied on the spot, I have no 
hesitation in expressing, with the utmost confidence, the conviction that the disease now 
and lately prevailing on the lower coast is an endemic malarial fever of remittent type, and 
for the most part of a mild character. Its unusual prevalence is due partly to the meteoro- 
logical conditions of the past summer and partly, I believe, to the widely increased culti- 
vation of rice. The alarm it temporarily excited was owing to its fatal results in a single 
family at the outset. Beyond this isolated instance it has been attended with the slight- 
est mortality, and but for that it would scarcely excited comment except as to its preva- 
lence and diftusion. The diagnosis obviously lies between malarial and Yellow Fever, and 
the reasors for assigning it to the former class seems to me patent and indisputable. 

In the first place, all the practitioners in the infected district agree in the opinion, 
unqualifiedly expressed, that the disease is remittent fever, such as they are accustomed to 
treat every summer. The laity seem generally to share their views, giving the fever the 
trivial names, indifferently, of la fievre du pays or la fievre paludienne. Its ready amenability 
to quinine 1s, in itself, a strong proof of its miasmatic nature. if accurate records had been 
kept they would have been of prime assistance in arriving at certain conclu- 
sion but owing to loss or breakage of instruments, Dr. Hays was the only 
physician we met possessed of a thermometer, and the infrequency of his 
visits, from the great number of patients and the distances to be traveled, lessened the 
value of his observations as clinical aid to diagnosis. Nor was it possible, from the most 
painstaking inquiry, to extract any supplemental information from the attendants or fami- 
lies of the sick. For the most part untrained, ignorant, careless, incapable, alike of observ- 
ing or describing the most familiar phenomena, the utmost that could be hoped from them 
as nurses would be to give a dose of medicine at prescribed hours. Under these cirenm- 
stances the general impression of the medical attendant as to the continued or interrupted 
course of the fever is the only evidence that can be had, and this, as I have stated, was 
uniformly to the effect that in ail cases diurnal remissions occurred, usually in the morning, 
judging from lowered pulses, diminished heat of skin, moisture, etc. 

In theory and in text books a remission ‘is a well-defined, notable abatement, at cal- 
culable intervals, of all the more prominent symptoms of the fever, lasting for many hours, 
But at the bedside, especially in our graver forms of autumnal fevers, a remission is too fre- 
quently an obscure, imperfect and ill-defined pause, as it were, between two prolonged ex- 
acerbations, filling up almost twice the entire round of twenty-four hours. The temporarily 
lowered pulse swiftly resumes its force and frequency; the moisture, slight and transient, 
extending only over the forehead, face and neck, quickly dries up, and the accurate and con- 
tinued observation which marks the brief return of the same phenomena at the same hour 
of the succeeding day can alone truly interpret its quality and meaning. 
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With their imperfect opportunities and means of detecting such remissions it is scarcely 
to be wondered at that the physicians had no charts to exhibit. But Dr. Wilkinson was 
suffering when we saw him with the same type of fever we had been seeing all day, and in 
his casvw the record kept by Dr. Finney supplies the missing link. It shows an access of 
fever, lasting all Sunday, with a well-marked remission in the morning and exacerbation in 
the evening of the following day. and the exact repetition of this rise and fall of temperature 
on two successive days thereafter, terminating at the end of the fourth day in a complete 
apyrexia. 

Had a similar record been keptin all the cases, I do not doubt that it would have 
equally exhibited their remitting character, though, doubtless, in many of them the remis- 
sions may not have been so strongly marked 

So much concerning the type. Of the nature of the fever, without multiplying details, 
I will simply say that neither in its special features nor in their entirety could I realize a 
sing!e prominent characteristic of Yellow Fever. 

The broad, white, lightly furred tongue, moist in all stages, lacking the dry brown cen- 
tre or fiery tip and edges; the firm gums, free from sordes or oozing, or the clear or only 
lightly suffused eye, not smoky or brilliant or dull, with no tinge of yellowness; the warm, 
pieasant skin, neither bathed in hot sweat, nor harsh, nor pungent to the touch, nor 
bronzed nor jaundiced nor exhibiting capillary congestion ; the universal freedom from jac- 
titation and deliriam; the normal respiration, neither hurried, nor labored, nor sighing; 
the facie, free alike from terror or depression, calm, cheerfal, smiling; the notable absence of 
any stage of calm intervening between a primary or secondary fever, or of black vomit, or 
aby detections or suppression of the urine, or sudden cardiac syncope, render it as certain 
as clinical observation can, that the fever is not Yellow Fever. 

And if we except the Giordano family, the extremely light mortality is no new impor- 
tant factor in the conclusion. Dr. Hays attributes the death of these four children of one 
household to their intractableness and refasal to take medicine. Now, in the graver forms 
of malarial fever the early and free administration of quinine often offers the sole means of 
saving life; but I can not help thinking that, in this instance, there coexisted some pecu- 
liatly malign local influence not made out, or special family predisposition not understood— 
a fact we are called on frequently to deplore. For of at least 150 cases that we can 
reckon, and doubtless a large number of others among the negroes, who neither sought nor 
obtained medical assistance, scattered along both banks of the river, under bad hygene con- 
ditions, crowded in close, damp, dark, ill-ventilated rooms, seen usually late and necessarily 
infrequently, with no nursing or worse, lifted out of bed and seated up for every occasion, 
in every stage of the disease, and fed or starved as fortune favored—improperly and un- 
seasonably often, and as the waking or the whim of the nurse chanced. Out of this large 
number of cases, as we have said, but two deaths have occurred. Yellow Fever, whenever 
it eins far as I know—stands high among the most fatal diseases of our horological 
table. 

Nor is there any hint of such a march of the disease from house to house, or by personal 
contact, as can almost always be traced 1n contagious diseases breaking out among a 
sparse population, and never so easily traced as under such conditions as exist here, when 
the dwelling-houses are stretched along in one continuous and unbroken line, following the 
curves of the levee under which they lie. 

What are the facts? Dr. Westerfield told us that his first cases occurred early in August, 
and by the tenth, after a pause of a few days, the whole settlement was involved. Dr. Hays 
gives a somewhat similar history of his section; but his first case did not occur until the fif- 
teenth of August. Now the middle of Dr. Westerfield’s line is directly opposite the Quaran-- 
tine Station. Dr. Hays’s practice lies many miles above. And at first sight this might seem 
seem to furnish a clue to to the source of the disease, if it were Yellow Fever—although we 
know of but one infected ship, the Excelsior, at Quarantine this summer, though of course 
many ships from infected ports have been detained there from time to time. ‘The solution of 
the phenomenon, granting the disease to be malarial, is not far to seek. Owing to the 
shorter distance to the Gulf and the natural confiuration of the land, drainage in the lower 
is much more rapid than that in the upper part of this area. Mr. F.C. Brooks, a planter of 
the neighborhood, informs me that, although the rice matures in both sections about the 
same time, the difference in time of drainage—the water being let off the field’s simulta- 
neously—is from seven to ten days, nearly. Asthe water is let off usually about the middle 
of July, the fever, as might have been anticipated, made its appearance along the river 
from below upwards just so soon as the hot sun of July and August could draw up from the 
reeking ground the misasm which, whatever its specific nature, is doubtless telluric in its 
origin. 

Finally, the epidemic now prevailing in the parish of Plaquemines is, unhappily, not 
confined to the lower coast. Along both banks of the river as far up as Donaldsonville, in 
Jefferson, in St. John Baptist, St. Charles, St. James and Ascension. I am informed by my 
friends — physicians and planters—that the same or a similar fever exists. Since the latter 
part of June 1 have treated in New Orleans a fever identical with that which I found in 
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Plaquemines, invariably remittent, and many of them far more serious than any which I 
saw below. <A few days only before I started on this mission I had treated for a severe 
remittent the clerk of the Alvin, a packet in the lower coast trade. He was seized with 
the fever on the coast and brought to the city with it. 

And this widespread outbreak of malaria, during the present summer, is generally at- 
tributed by the residents along the river, above and “below, to the increased acreage under 
cultivation in rice. In a letter from Dr. E. Duffel, of Ascension, dated September 13, and re- 
ceived on my return—that most competent observer says: ‘I am very busy, having a great 
many cases of malarial fevers, at times very fatal, particularly if neglected at first. One of 
the worst complications is congestion of the brain, and few, if any, recover when thus af- 
fected. The extensive cultivation of rice in Louisiana will be very detrimental to the health 
of the people and a scourge.” 

A planter on the lower coast tells me that eight or nine years ago malarial fevera were 
comparatively infreqnent and mild in that section, but have increased in numbers and 
severity just in proportion to the increase of the rice area. I do not doubt the. truth of the 
statement, which isin strict accordance with all we know of the historv of rice enlture and 
its connection with miasmatic fevers elsewhere, notably in South Carolina and Georgia. In 
Louisiana two potent causes will contribute to ‘the increased cultivation of thiscereal. The 
poor man will give a natural preference to a crop which can be raised with small expendt- 
ture of labor and which needs no capital to take it off, and the wealthier sugar planter finds 
in it a valuable accessory to his main crop— harvested. early, commanding cash readily, and 
furnishing, at the very season he most needs it, the large outlay required to convert his 
standing cane into a marketable commodity. 

Whether the health of New Orleans will thus be endangered only time can show; but 
that our hitherto salubrious lowland, if turned into paddy fields, will become hotbeds of 
malaria, hostile to the health and perhaps fatal to the presence of the white race, there is 
little reason to doubt. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. DICKSON BRUNS, M. D., 
Chairman Committee on Fever of Lower Coast. 


I concur with the above full and able report in regarding the disease prevailing on the 
Lower Mississippi coast as essentially a miasmatic fever of a remittent type, occasioned by 
the emanations from the rice fields stretched along the coast, and its diffusisn over so ex- 
tended an area as probably due to the peculiarities of the present season, characterized as 
it has been by long continued rains, followed, at harvest time of the rice, by very hot and 
dry weather. I saw no case of the fever which, in my judgment, could ‘be said to present 
the diagnostic signs of Yellow Fever. J. P. DAVIDSON, M. D. 





As Dr. Sternberg appears to have conceived himself agrieved because the 
daily press of New Orleans did not publish his report simultaneously with 
that of Drs. Bruns and Davidson, we will give this representative of the Na- 
tional Board of Health an opportunity to speak tor himself. 

Before reproducing his letter, as published in the Memphis papers, with 
the comments ot his frieuds, it should be noted that the reason assigned by 
the editor of the Democrat for withholding the report of Dr. Sternberg, was 
that its main points had already been telegraphed all over the United States, 
through the agency of the Associated Press, and that injury to the city and 
State had been produced thereby. r 


(The Memphis Appeal of October 7, contains the following. } 
DR. STERNBERG’S 


STATEMENT OF THE NUMBER AND LOCATION OF THE CASES OF YELLOW FEVER 
IN NEW ORLEANS AND ELSEWHERE IN LOUISIANA DURING THE MONTHS 
OF AUGUST AND SEPTEMBER—FACTS THAT HAVE BEEN CARE- 
FULLY. CONCEALED BY THE PRESS OF THE CRESCENT 
CITY AND THAT HAVE BEEN CONTRAVENED BY 
THE STATE AND CITY BOARDS OF HEALTH. 
We make room for the following letter from Dr. Sternberg with regret, because it jus- 


tifies a suspicion as to the perpeuity of Yellow Fever in New Orleans;and as to a want of 
sincerity in all things relating to that scourge by the health authorities of that city. It 
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goes far, to confirm doubters as to the indifference of the scourge on the part of those in 
authority in New Orleans, and it willstrengthen, if anything were needed to doso, the con- 
viction that the people up here have that save through the National Board of Healih, they 
have no guarantee that quarantine at New Orleans can or will be faithfully enforced. 


DR. STERNBERG’S LETTER. 


Editors Appeal—On the eighth day of September—being then engaged in the city of 
New Orleans in the prosecution of certain studies upon the malarial fevers, supplementary 
to Yellow Fever studies in Havana and elsewhere during the past two years. I was request- 
ed by Dr. S. M. Bemiss, the Louisiana representative to the National Board of Health, to 
proceed to Point Michel, in Plaquemine parish, about fifty miles below New Orleans, and 
there investigate a suspicious form of Fever, concerning which reports had reached Dr. 
Bemiss within the preceding forty-eight hours. As a result of the report of that investiga- 
tion a commission, of which I had the honor of being a member, was dispatched to the 
locality on the fifteenth of September, and, in company with Dr. R. W. Mitchell, of Mem- 
phis, the Tennessee representative of the National Board, proceeded to re-examine ‘the cases. 
On the return of the commission to New Orleans its senior member (by appointment), a local 
physician of deservedly high reputation, prepared a report, which was published in ertenso 
in the daily papers of that city. The gist of this report is contained in the following sen- 
tence: “Of the nature of the fever, without multiplying details, I will simply say that 
‘neither in its special features, nor in their entirety, could I realize a single prominent distin- 
guishing characteristic of Yellow,Fever.” 

To this extended report was appended a concurrence, signed by the member represent- - 
ing the Lonisiana State Board of Health. 

Unable to reach the same conclusion, I submitted a minority report, of which the fol- 
lowing are the main points: 

Investigations during my two visits show that the first case of this fever occurred 
about August 13t, directly opposite the Quarantine Station of the Louisiana State Board of 
Health, at which the Yellow Fever infected Bark Excelsior was anchored from June 24 to 
July 5, and again from July 11 to August 16. Within four or five days six more cases 
occurred in a “family one and a half miles below the first; then seven cases in another 
family about the middle of August. At this time a case also appeared some distance up 
the river, about seven miles below Point Michel, and in this immediate neighborhood there 
were at least fifteen more cases. August 24, an infected locality was doveloped about one 
and a quarter miles above Point Michel, and the disease, which up to this tinfe had been 
mild aud tractable, assumed » more malignant character four dying out of six attacked in 
one family in this latter locality, and a young man in the vicinity. A family which left 
this neighborhood on account of sickness and moved to the vicinity of New Orleans (a short 
distance below Jackson barracks), lost oue child with black vomit soon after its arrival. 
About September 4, the disease crossed the river and appeared in the Point-a-la- Hache set- 
tlement, several miles farther up stream; and at the time of my first visit I found one of 
the local practitioners and a large concourse of frightened people gathered around a house 
ps which a young man had just died, and in which three children were lying sick with the 

ever. 

It is claimed bv some of the local practitioners that the fever results from malarial 
emanations from the rice- -fields, avd that it is essentially a malarial remittent fever, due to 
exposure in rice culture—hence the nama “rice fever.” That malarial remittent and inter- 
mittent fevérs do prevail in the area above described is doubtless true, and they may be 
the resulf of th» cause ascribed. Bat the claim that the cases of fever under investigation 
are of this character seems to me untenable from thea fact that adults were the ones most 
exposed to these malarious rice-field emanations, while children not so exposed are the ones 
who have fornished the most subjects for this fever; and from the farther fact that in va- 
rious localities where rice is cultivated, under precisely the same conditions, this fever has 
not prevailed. Lam informed, however, thata similar fever does prevail at Port Eads, where 
there are no rice-fields—and in this connection may be noted the additional point of resem- 
blance, namely, that the origin of the fever at Port Eads, as in Plaquemine Parish, is not 
far to seek. At Port Eads there is a pilots’ village and a customhouse station, from which 
there is necessarily communication with infected vessels. At the quarantine station of 
the Louisiana State Board of Health I find a little settlement within afew hundred yards 
of the wharf, and over which the Quarantine Physician has no control. The facilities for 
intercourse with infected vessels are certainly not insurmountable at this station. I find, 
moreover, that river packets, which make landings all along the banks of the river on their 
way up and down trom New Or! eans, are in the habit of tying up for the night at this 
quarantine wharf. I see no difficulty in accounting for the introduction and dissemination 
of a disease such as | believe this to be. 

My investigations show it to be a continued fever of a single paroxysm, lasting, without 
perceptible remission, from one to four or five days; pulse soft and, after the first day, slow; 
perspiring skin, stomach irritable, intellect clear. In over 40 per cent. of the cases in which 
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the urine was examined albumen was found in very large quantity, and, under the micro- 
scope, granular tube casts and epithelial cells from the bladder and pelves of the kidneys 
were found; and, finally, in a number of cases there was vomiting of a clear, acid fluid, con- 
taining dark (‘‘coffee-grounds”). | 

T have no hesitation in pronouncing this assemblage of symptoms one which can justify 
no other diagnosis than that of Yellow Fever, and that this conclusion is concurred in by 
Dr. Wilkerson, Sr., the oldest and most experienced. practitioner in the vicnity, who has 
been called to see many of the cases in consultation. In the presence of the entire commis- 
sion, and of Dr. Mitchell, during my secoud visit, Dr. Wilkerson said: ‘This is the same 
disease we had here in 1878. It was Yellow Fever then; it is Yellow Fever now.” 

Messrs. Editors, the report, of which the aboveis a summary, was furnished to the daily 
press of New Orleans, together with the majority report of the commission. It was furnished 
by Dr. Bemiss, with the express stipulation that both should be published. The New Orleans 
papers of September 23 contain the majority report only. Up to date the minority report 
has not been allowed to see the light. 

In presenting the foregoing to you for publication, I assume that the season is now 60 
far advanced that little or no harm can probably arise from the disease, and that the Na- 
tional Board of Health will institute such measures during the winter as will prevent any 
recrudescence of the contagion from these cases\next summer. It is, indeed, entirely 
probable that the whole matter may be safely left to the board to deal with. But in the 
public health interests of the Mississippi Valley, and especially of your community which 
has made such a struggle for deliverance from epidemic pestilence by the most striking 
and thorough sanitary labor, it seems to me a duty to place you in possession of these facts, 
which you will use in your own discretion and at your own time. 

GEO. M. STERNBERG, 
. New Orleans, Sept. 30, 1880. Surgeon United States Army. 





The Memphis Avalanche, which had on several occasions slandered the 
Board of Health of the State of Louisiana, published the letter of Surgeon 
George M. Sternberg, M. D., United States Army; Expert National Board of 
Health, under the following heading, and with the accompanying remarks: 


LOUISIANA METHODS OF PRESERVING HEALTH BY SUPPRESS. 
ING THE TRUTH. 


A STATEMENT OF FACTS BY A UNITED STATES ARMY SURGEON—THE MINORI- 
TY REPORT THAT THE NEW ORLEANS PAPERS 
REPFUSED TO PUBLISH. 


[Daily Memphis Avalanche, Thursday, October 7, 1880. | 


From time to time during the past summer the Avalanche has felt called upon to anim- 
advert upon the doings ot the Board of Health of the City of New Orleans, a body styled by 
law “the State Board of Health of Louisiana.” Asis well known to those interested this 
Board is composed entirely of residents of New Orleans; its official head a gentleman of 
extensive scientific attainments, of consuming industry ; and whose published labors excite 
alike the admiration and the incredulity of his co-workers; but who, unfortunately long 
ago espoused the theory of the indigenous origin of Yellow Fever in lower Louisiana, and, 
by consequence, became a logical, able and uncompromising opponent of quarantine or 
other measures looking to its exclusion by importation. Of the rest of the Board it is not 
necessary to speak in detail. It is cunningly made up of one or two gentlemen of respect- 
able professional standing who are at odds with its president upon most points and of pro- 
fessional politicians, medical and non-medical, who know upon which side their bread is 
buttered—in other words, who understand the pecuniary and political advantage which 
arises from standiug well with the advocates of an open pors for New Orleans, unrestricted 
by any regulations or requirements conserving the public health. 

_ This board, from its inauguration in April last, has made war ‘not only upon every 
organization—beginning with the Auxiliary Sanitary Association of its own city, and 
including the local boards of health of Mobile, Galveston, Shreveport, Vicksburg, Memphis 
aud Cairo, and the State Boards of Mississippi and Tennessee, and ending with the National 
Board of Health—but upon every individual who has ventured to express an opinion not 
in consonance with its methods of suppression, misrepresentation and total neglect of ordi- 
nary preventive measures. In open defiance of the expressed wish of its representative © 
business men—outside the handful of importers, whose business lies exclusively with West 
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Indian and South American ports, where Yellow Fever is indigenous and perennial—this 
Board has opposed the Ship Island Quarantine Station for vessels from infected ports, and 
has allowed such vessels free access to the wharves and levees at New Orleans, in immediate 
contact with the steamboats plying the whole length of the river to St. Lonis. 

From the sixth to the tenth of July it allowed cases of Yellow Fever to lie unheeded at 
the levee, and only in dread of a quarantine of exclusion from points above did it tinally 
yield an unwilling compliance with regard to the pest-stricken bark Excelsior. That this 
vessel was the direct source of the Yellow Fever in the Pointe-a-la-~-Hache Settlement, and 
which has fiually reached New Orleans, Surgeon Sternberg’s letter in another column makes 
clear beyond the shadow of a doubt. The dispatch published in yesterday’s Avalanche, an- 
nouncing a death from Yellow Fever in New Orleans, it is worthy of note, was sent upon 
the authority of the Acting President of the Louisiana Board of Health. Had the President 
in person been in New Orleans it is an open questiou wheiher this death would not have 
been returned as from ‘‘rice fever.” 

Dr. Sternberg’s letter has been withheld until now, not because the Avalanche does not 
place the fullest reliance upon his Competency to pronounce upon the question at issue, but 
solely in the interests of New Orleans herself. No good could have come of its publication 
before. No harm to the Valley above, in view of the inspection service still maintained by 

the National Board of Health at New Orleans and Vicksburg, could be caused by its delay. 
Dr. Sternberg did not need its publication for his own sake. But now that New Orleans 
admits, herself, that the fever has traveled from her own Quarantine Station up into the 
heart of the city, this straightforward, unimpassioned statement of facts, by a man whom 
her press was villifying and abusing only a fortnight since, possesses a value that cannot 
be ignored. It emphasizes, unmistakably, all that the Avalanche has had to say upon the 
necessity of the States and communities of the Mississippi Valley, above New Orleans, hold- 
ing that city to a strict accountability in the guardiauship of the outer gate.. The Cres- 
cent City must shut Yellow Fever out from the Lower Mississippi, or the rest of the Valley 
will shut her out. 





The animus of Dr. Sternberg and of the National Boird of Health, which 
he represented, is tully shown in the preceding quotations from the Memphis 
papers. The National Board of Health has even seen fit to quote the Mem- 
phis papers, in opposition to the Louisiana State Board of Health, in their 
recent report, and appeal to the Congress of the United States. 

The propriety, therefore, of reproducing the preceding publications from 
the Memphis papers, cannot be questioned. . 

The report of Dr. Sternberg should be regarded as cunningly devised 
to trace the origin of the fever, which he affirms to be Yellow Fever, to 
the bark Excelsior, and to account for its spread on the ground of alleged 
imperfections in the quarantine system and sanitary regulations of the Board 
of Health of the State of Louisiana. 

The communications of Drs. Wesierfield, Jones, Hayes and Taylor ‘to the - 
President subsequently, will still tucther illustrate the nature of Surgeon 
Sternberg’s statement. | 

The Resident Member of the National Board of Health published the 
reports of Drs. Bruns, Davidsou and of Dr. Sternberg, in the October num-- 
ber of the New Orleans Medical and Surgical Journal, with the following 


editorial remarks. 


We lay before our readers the following reports in regard to a form of fever recently prevailing on the 
Lower Mississippi River. The circumstances which elicited these reports are as follows: ‘Che’senior editor of 
this Journal having been informed that the oldest practitioner in the parish of Plaquemines, had pronounced a 
fever prevailing in that parish to be Yellow Fever, requested Dr. G. M. Sternberg, of the United States Army, 
now on special duty in this city, to go down and investigate the disease. Lhe report of Dr. Sternberg, published 
first, wili show his opinions in regardto the matter. Some question being made in respect to the correctness of 
Dr. Sternberg’s conclusions, the writer acting in his capacity as a member of the National Board ot Health, de- 
termined in the interests of science as well as in the paramount interests of public health, to order a new in- 
vestigation. 

“Ly this end he requested Dr. J. Dickson Bruns aud Dr. J. P. Davidson to unite themselves with Dr. 
Sternberg in a second visit to the seat of prevalence of the tever, and after due investation to make a further 
report. Ourreaders will see that the result has been two reports, one, signed by Dr. Bruns and Dr. Davidson, 
and the other by Dr. Sternberg, alone. 

The gentlemen signing the majority report are two of the most accomplished and experienced physi- 
cians in the city vt New Urleans. Dr. Sternberg’s reputation in the scientific world is sutticiently well- 
known to require no notice at our hands. Inthe action as above set forth, the writer was seconded and assist- 
ed by his colleague on the National Board of Health, Dr. R. W. Mitchell, who also accompanied the commis- 
sion, bub without participation in their discussions or reports- } 
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It is proper also to say that the writer adopted the majority report as his rule of conduct, but by this 
action did not presume to adjudicate the questions at issue from a scientific standpoint. The New Orleans 
Medical and Surgical Journal, edited by S. M. Bemiss, M. D., W. H. Watkins, M. D.,S. S. Herrick, M. 
D., October, 1880; p. 382. 

It will be observed, that the Resident Member of the National Board of 
Health (Prof. 8. M. Bemiss, M. D.), states distinctly and unequivocally that: 

‘¢ In the action above set forth, the writer was seconded and assisted by his col- 
league on the National Board of Health, Dr. R. W. Mitchell, who also accom- 
panied the commission but without participation in their discussions or reports.” 

“Tt is proper also to say that the writer adopted the majority report as his rule 
of conduct, but by this action did not presume to adjudicate the questions at 
issue from a scientific standpoint.” 

In direct opposition to the preceding statement and to the majority report 
of Drs. Bruns and Davidson, the National Board of Health Bulletin, vol 2 No. 
15, issued from Washington D. C., on Saturday, October 9, 1880, contains the 
fo'lowing remarkable statement, signed by the representatives of the National 
Board of Health in Louisiana and ‘Tennessee. 


{National Board of Health Bulletin, Washington, D. C., October 9.] 


THE FEVER ON THE LOWER MISSISSIPPI. 
NEw ORLEans, October 4, 1880. 


Sir—Definite information of the existence of a suspicious form of fever in Plaquemine 
arisb, La., on the Lower Mississippi, having been received bv the member of the National 
Heard of Health resident in New Orleans, Geo. M. Sternberg,Surgeon U. 8. A., was requested 
to visit the localiry, examine sueh number of cases as might be necessary to enable him to 
determine the nature of the fever, and report the result of his investigation to the New 
Orieans member. Surgeon Sternberg was selected for this duty because of his extensive 
and intimate acquaintance with the fevers of the Gulf coast and Spanish Main; because of 
the recognized skill and ability which had led to h.s being chosen one of the experts on the 
Havana Yellow Fever Conmission, and to his being intrusted with the duty of preparing 
the article on Yellow Fever in the supplement to Ziemssen’s Cyclopedia, and also because 
of his pusition as a United States Army medical officer, which, while it removed him on the 
one hand from the probability of having his juegment or conclusions iniluenced by local 
or personal considerations, on the other, devolved upon him the responsibility of repre- 
senting an extremely sensitive professional body. 

On the tenth of September, Dr. Sternberg made a detailed report, in which, after re- 
citing the history of the sickness from the appearance of the first case, early in August, up 
to the date of his investigation, he postively asserted the existence of Yellow Fever of a 
mild type, with a low rate of mortality, except where the disease was aggravated by vicious 
local conditions. In the area where this prevailed, Dr. Sternberg also found a malarial 
fever, attributed by the local physicians to exposure in the rice harvest, and which they 
called rice fever. 

Upon receipt of this report a telegram was sent to the Executive Committee asking that, 
if Dr. Sternberg’s opinion was of sutiicient weight, an appropriation of from five thousand 
to ten thousand dolars be made from the contingent fund and placed at the disposal of the 
Louisiana State Board of Health for use in the necessary preventive measures. The appro- 
priation was immediately ordered, and a fender of the sum was made, as above indicated, 
on the 13th of September. 

Recognizing only the existence of the so-called rice fever, the State Board declined the 
offer of the National Board and claimed to have ‘‘instuted such measures as it deemed neces- 
sary.” Up to this time the action of the Louisiana member, representing the National 
Board of Health, had been governed by that portion of section 3 of the act of June 2, 1879, 
which makes it the duty of the Board to ‘‘co-operate with and, so far as it lawfully may, 
aid the State and municipal Boards of Health in the execution and enforcement of the 
rules and regulations of such boards to prevent the introduction of contagious or infectious 
diseases into the United States from foreign countries, and into one State from another.” 

The rejection of this profier to ‘‘co-operate and aid,” however, now made it incumbent 
upon the National Board, through its representative, to take such steps as might deter- 
mine whether the contingency was grave enough to warrant action under that clause in 
section 3 which directs the Board to “report the favis to the President of the United 
States,’’ whose duty it then is to use the Executive authority in executing and enforcing 
the necessary rules and reguiations. With this object the member of the National Board 
of Health resident in Memphis was summoned to New Orleans, and, after careful consid- 
eration of all the facts, it was decided to send a commission of three medical gen- 
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tlemen to the compromised locality, and to base the action of the Board upon the report of 
said commission. These gentlemen (selected with the approval of the Auxiliary Sanitary 
Association) were Dr. J. Dickson Bruns, of New Orleans, Dr. J. P. Davidson, of une Louisi- 
ana State Board of Health, and Surgeon Sternberg, U.S. A., and they were accompanied 
on their mission by the Tennessee member of the National Buard, the Louisiana member 
being prevented by his only partial convalescence from the recent attack of the prevailing 
dengue. 


Without entering upon any discussion of the two reports made, the one by Drs. Bruns 
and Davidson, and the other by Surgeon Sternberg, it is sufficieut ior the present purpose 
to say that it was made evident, as well by the conflicting reports of the commission aS by 
the personal observation of the ‘fennessee member, that uv practical benelit could now be 
attained from Executive interference. 

Whatever danger had threatened the public health of the Mississippi Valley had either 
passed away—the disease having run its couise—or it had been so widely scattered that 
preventive measures on any adequate scale were impracticabie for the time being. 

Considering the advanced stage ot the season, the tavorable health conditious of the 
valley, the more than doubtful utility of any steps still possible louking to isolation, disim- 
fection, &c., and the desirability of avoiding overt actiou likely to create auxiety and 
apprehension, if not positive panic—these considerations have induced the representatives 
of the board to refrain from recommending turther action in the premises at the present 
time. 

They cannot, however, close this report without placing themselves on record as fully 
accepting and indorsing Surgeon Sternberg’s conclusions, to-wit: 

1. That Yellow Fever (about 1U0 cases) existed between August 1 and September 10 
in Plaquemine Parish, Louisiana. 

2. That the ourbreak had its origin in the immediate vicinity of the Mississippi River 
Quarantine Station, the first case, August 1, occulring directly opposite the point wnere the 
infected bark Excelsior was detained irom July 11 to August 16. 

3. That while the type of the disease was generally miid, vicious local conditions ex- 
isted which aggravated it into the most fatal torm, iour dying in one faimily out of tive 
attacked. 

The details of the investigations upon which these conclusions are based will be found 
in the accompanying reports of Surgeon Sternberg. 

All of which is respectfully subiitted, Ss. M. BEMISS, 

Member National Board of Heaith, New Orleans, La. 
Rk. W. MITCHELL, 
Member National Board ot Health, Memphis, Tenn. 
To the Secretary of the National Board of Health, Washington, D. UC. 


The Daily New Orleans Picayune of October 17, contained the following 
remarkable report of an interview with the Kesident Member of National 
Board of Heaith: 


THE NATIONAL BOARD OF HEALTH BULLETIN REPOKTS DR. BEMISS AS SAY- 

ING THERE HAVE BEEN A HUNDRED CASES OF YELLOW FEVER 

IN LOUISIANA THis FALL—DK. BiEMISS DENIES EVEK HAVING 
4 SLATED, KNOWINGLY, ANYTHING OF LHE KIND. 

In the last copy of the National Board of Health Bulletin, dated Washington, D. C., 
October 9, is the iollowing report signed by Drs. Bemiss and Mitchel, memvers ot the 
National Board ot Louisiana and ‘leunessee: 

THE FEVER ON THE LUWEB MISSISSIPPI. 

* * * Here follows the full report, just published, dated New Orleans, October 4, 
1880 : 
A reporter of the Picayune called upon Dr. Bemiss yesterday afternoon, for the pur- 
pose of ascertaing upon what facts he based the above report, when he produced the tol- 
lowing telegrams : 

NEw ORLEANS, October 11, 1880. 
T. J. Turner, M. D., Secretary National Board of Health, Washington, D. C.: 

Do not publish report by Mitchell and myself until letter of Saturday arrives. No fever 
here known to me. 5S. M. BEMISS, M. D. 

Dr. Turner replied as follows : . 

WASHINGTON, October 11, 1880, 


Telegram received. Report already published in Bulletin, which comes from printer 
to-day. Kdition now ready tor delivery. T, J. TURNER, M. D, 3 
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Dr. Bemis then made the following statement to the representative of the Picayune: 
Under date of October 9, I wrote the Secretary of the National Board of Health as follows: 
‘“T respectfully state that the complaints of Dr. Sternberg, in relation to alterations ia his 
manuscript when published in the Memphis papers, and other points connected with this 
so-called rice fever, do, in my opinion, make it a matter of prudence to make no official 
publication by the board until further developments are reached. I therefore suggest that 
the report over the signature of Dr. Mitchell and myself be withheld for the present.” — 

When I signed the report, if the word “yellow” was before the word fever, it certainly | 
escaped my observation. I have no evidence that a hundred cases of Yellow Fever have 
occurred in Louisiana this year. While, on the other hand, I am well satisfied from testi- 
mony furnished, that a hundred cases, or more, of fever have occurred on the lower coast, 
some of which were as undoubtedly Yellow Fever, as others were of a different character. 

The report above referred to was prepared in the office of Dr. R. W. Mitchell, in Mem- 
phis, the Tennessee member of the National Board, who accompanied the commission to 
vhe lower coast, and from whom I will obtain, at the earliest possible moment, positive in- 
formation as to the presence of the word “yellow” before fever, when I affixed my signature 
to the report. So faras Dr. Mitchell is concerned, his position in the matter will be deter- 
mined by evidence in his own possession. He will certainly do nothing and say nothing which 
he does not believe to be in strict accordance with truth. The occurrence of the word 
“yellow” before the word fever, as published in the report of the bulletin of the National 
Board, under date of October 9th, was certainly a surprise to me, although I shall not posi- 
tively assert that it may not have been there at the time of signing the report, and if so I 
hold myseif guilty of very culpable inadvertence.” 


Comment is unnecessary. 


The following communications will close the evidence with reference to the 
malarial nature of the fever which prevailed in the delta of the Mississippi 
Kiver and are submitted without further observation or illustration : 


BURAS, October 28, 1880. 
Dr. Joseph Jones, President Board of Health: 


Dear Sir—Yours of the twentieth instant, received, in reply I would state that no Yellow Fever exists in 
this locality, neither has there been one case this season in my practice, having practiced here for the last 
twenty-four years, and been familiar with the symptoms of Yellow Fever as it has existed along the coast and 
also at Quarantine Station during that period, 1 say positively that there has been no cases here. 

We have had a mild form of ‘‘ Malarial Fever’ amounting to an epidemic, prevailing since July 15, caused 
by heat of the sun on the battures as the waters receded, and the battures became exposed to the suns rays. 
‘Lhe epidemic did not originate from Bark Excelsior, have not had one case of the fever where the patients had 
communicated with the Bark Excelsior. 

As to treatment of the fever, very little is required. A few doses of Dovers’ powders with simpisms of 
mustard, and three or four doses ot quinine and followed by a mild cathartic,—I prefer castor oil—I find that 
treatment very successful and sufiicient. 

Some four hundred cases have occurred in my practice, and sofar not one death from the fever, and among 
all those nosymptoms of Yellow Fever. So mild has the disease been here that many persons have had no 
medical treatment whatever and permanently recovered. 

Please excuse my delay in not answering sooner and believe me your friend. 

Truly yours, R. WESTERFIELD, M. D. 


POINT MICHEL, La., October 31, 1880. 
To Dr. Joseph Jones, President of Louisiana State Board of Health : 


Dear Doctor—I suppose you will be a little surprised atreceiving this letter from me, dated from this 
place ; as I am now practicing in this part of the parish, and as 1 see | y the newspapers, that_the fever latel 
prevailing here has created some little excitement among the people of New Orleans, and as I have seen an 
treated nearly as many cases of this afiection as almost any other physician down here, I have ventured to 
think that a few lines, briefly describing my experience of the disease might not be unwelcome to you. 

In the first place, 1 may state, it seems to me next to impossible for any educated medical man to mis- 
take the disease for anything else than typical and well-marked cases of ‘‘ bilious” remittent fever, and for an 
accurate and beautiful description of all the difierent types and phases of this malady as lately prevailing 
here, I would respectfully refer you to Wood’s practice of medicine (volume ]; p. 264). 

The fever usually begins with undefined chilly sensations, rigors or a decided chill, the tongue in the be-. 
ginning is moist and broad, and covered with a white fur; sometimes it is red at the up and edges; the gums 
are also hard without swelling and without sensitiveness to ota a or tendency to bleed; the pulse is mostl 
always at commencement soft and full without sharpness and not very frequent. Pain in the forehead, wit. 
nausea and hippy insatiable thirst and pertiae for food, also usually attend the disease at 1ts commence- 
ment or after it has become well developed. Cerebral congestion as denoted by heat of head, turned upsides 
of tongue, contracted pupils, nausea and vomiting not referable to inflammation of stomach, or tenderness in 
spinal column and in most of the fatal cases convulsion is oitentimes developed either as an attendant or se- 
quel of the affection. ; 

A distinct remission or sometimes even an entire intermission always occurs mostly in the morning. 

In a few instances, fresh or clotted blood, not at allresembling black vomit has been thrown up or passed 
through the bowels, suppression of urine has never occurred in my practice and in only one case to be spoken 
of hereatter have I seen any yellowness of the skin or conjunctiva or any symptom like jaundice. 

In my hands, when taken in the beginning, the fever has always been easily arrested by decided doses 
of quinine given only during the remission; thus treated I have seldom seen it last beyond four days, and in 
very few cases does 1t return after the first remission has taken place. 
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Altogether, I have treated about one hundred and fifty or one hundred and seventy-five cases of this 
fever, and the total number of deaths of those seen and treated by me from the beginning is only two. In 
these two cases the fatal terminations occurred several days after the patients had begun to convalesce, and 
the causes of death were altogether independent of the main disease; in the one case I ascribed it to overdoses 
of the fluid extract of ipecac (administered through mistake by the attending nurse for the fluid extract of 
digitalis) at a time when the patient was in a very weakened condition and scarcely had enough strength to re- 
cover from the effects of the fever; in the second case, to convulsions occurring three days after the fever had 
been arrested and brought about by worms which I found present in the alimentary canal, in large numbers, on 
post-mortem examination. 

The first case of the disease occurring in my practice was a little colored girl named Evelina Rapp, aged 
nine years, first seen by me on the twenty-fifth of July last. She had had the fever several days before coming 
under my care: her temperature then stood at 106°, pulse sharp, soft and frequent; tongue moist, broad and in- 
dented by the teeth, covered by a light, white fur and red at the edges; gums not swollen or sensitive to pres= 
sure and without any tendency to hemorrhage. The fever, in her case, although of a decidedly remittent type, 
proved very intractable to quinine, and was not finally arrested until the ninth day after I had first seen her. 

The last case seen by me was a mulatto girl named Juliene Phillips, aged fourteen years; had moderate 
fever of a remittent type, which was very easily arrested by a dose of ten grains of quinine given on the first 
appearance of a remission. In her case the tongue was moist, covered by a white fur and ‘broad. as usual ; 
teeth white and clean, without sordes, and there was an absence of all the usual distressing attendants of the 
disease, such as pains in the head and loins, nausea, vomiting, etc.; the eyes were normal in appearance, not 
glistening, and the pupil was neither contracted nor dilated. Abont sixteon hours after the subsistencs of 
the fever the patient was suddenly taken with violent pains in the head, incessant nausea and uncontrollable 
restlessness, unattended by fever, and about three days later her whole surface and conjunctiva became of a 
distinctly jaundiced hue. The urine at first was of adart, heavy color, and on chemical analysis proved to 
consist of about seven-eighths albumen; at the tims of the patient’s becoming jaundiced the urine also be- 
came of a bright yellow color showing plainly the presence of bile. At about the same period the patient 
began to lose strength, and continued sinking notwithstanding the employment of all sorts of supporting 
measures until she finally died on the eleventh, after having first been seen by me. No post-mortem exami- 
nation would be allowed. ‘i * % 

The fever has now entirely subsided, and I have not seen nor heard of a cast of the disease for more 
than a week. Very truly yours, JOHN T. JONES, M. D. 


POINT MICHEL, La., October 22, 1880. 
Dr. Joseph Jones, President State Board of Health of Louisiana, New Orleans, La. : 


__, Dear Sir—Your letter of the twentieth instant, requesting farther particulars in regard to the fever at 
Point Michel, with number of cases and total mortality, is at hand: 

I willingly comply with your request and believe it a nlain duty to the public to furnish a truthtnl state- 
ment of the character and number of cases of this much-talked of fever, more espacially sincs the publication 
of the report of Dr. Sternberg. followed by that of Drs. Bemiss an1 Mitchell. Tcan speak authoritavely with 
regard to my own practice and that of Dr. Hebert, and as the entire number of cases of fever (with compara- 
tively few exceptions) occurred among our patients, that should have some weight. 

Itappears that the first case of the fever seen by me was George Burton. native of Louisiana, white male 
age thirty, a resident of Tnion Settlement on the left hank of the Mississippi River: abont fifty miles below 
New Orleans. T was called in consultation by Dr. Hehert, Tuly 31. The patient died with congestion of the 
brain, Angust 2. having been sick about two weeks. The next casas were August 4. a colored woman and 
ehild at Point Miche!. right bank of the river. Angnust& Mrs. S., white, at Grand Prarie, left bank of river 
fifty-five miles below New Orleans. and a white child at Point Michel, oneanda half miels helow the Lightell 
case. Aurust 15, one case at Petite Prairie, right bank of river fiftv-eicht milss below New Orleans, August 
16, a case at unper limit of Point Michel: forty-seven miles helow New Orleans. 

i I give the foregoing details to show how the first cases made their appearance almost simultaneously on 
different sides of the river, at localities widely senarated, and in families that to mv certain knowledge held no 
communication with each other. Tho fever cradnallv increased 1p to the first of Sentamber, prevailed exten- 
sively during the whole of that month, conions rains having been succeaded by nearly two months of a torrid 
sun and drouth and in the beginning of October a material decrease took place both in the number and severity 
of the cases. From July 31 to the dateT find nnon a carefnl examination of my visiting list that I have had 123 
colored and 95 white patients—a total of 218 with malarial fever. 

Of these 50 were white children and 59 colored children 14 vears and under. Of this number there 
were eight deaths among the whites and five among the colored—a total of 13. Nine children died and four 
adults. Of the sight deaths first mentioned three occurred in one family, of children who were very intracta- 
ble and who virtually had no medication, it being impossible to exercise any control over them. 

As will he seen further, this statement differs materially from that of Dr. Sternberg, published ia the 
New Orleans Modical Journal, in several particulars and Tam compelled to contradict most emphatically his 
assertion that “‘it is a continued fever of a single naroxysm” and ‘not characterized by remissions or intermis- 
sions,” as the reverse is proven to be the case. My time having been so fully occupied becanse of the dis- 
tances to be traversed in making my daily round it was impossible to keen a thermometric record, but the ob- 
servations taken show remissions in every case examined and even slight intermissions in some. Since the 
fever has abated somewhat I have heen enabled to keen records of temperature which bear me ont in that 
the fever was markededly of aremittent tyne: The following is the temperature of a typical case: Joe 
Stern, white, azed seventeen years, resident of Point Wichel abont a year, native of Poland. First visited 
October 10; temperature at 1 p. m., 105°; October 11, 11a. m., 1049; 3p. m., 102°; October 12, 11 a. m., 1039; 
4p m., 103°; October 13, 9:30 a. m , 10149; 7p. m., 10349; October 14, 4:30 p. m., 100°; October 15, 4p. m., 
100°; October 16, no fever. 

_ Two different times in his report Dr. Sternberg. says that a similar fever prevailed in 1878, ‘which some 
physicians called Yellow Fever but Dr. Hays'believes it also to have been malarial fever.” Presnmably he refers 
to Point Michel and T am at a loss to know whence he derives his information. as T perfectly well remember that 
no other physician saw any patient of mine during the fall of 1878, either in consultation or otherwise, and con- 
sequently one could scarecely be expected tomake a more accurate diagnosis than the physician actually in 
attendance upon the sick. In 1878, I exnerienced no great difficulty in recognizing a case of Yellow Fever, on 
the fourth of September. and subsequently three other cases, and strange as it may appear toa scientific expert,. 
did not confound the numerons cases of hemorrhagic malarial fever with those cases, although an epidemio 
was prevailing at the time in New Orleans. ; 

_ Dr. Sternberg is again in error when he savs tha fever is of “a mild type.” Becanse ha chanced. pon . 
no. higher temperature than 103 1-5? like a doubting Thomas he dishslieves in its existence. The truth is that 
105° and 106° was not an unusual concomitant of tha disease that he characterizes as “mild,” and the head- 
ache, pains in the back, joints and muscles were almost universal. Hzemorrhages were common, notwithstand. 
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ing his statement to the contrary, from the nose, bowels and stomach, and hematuria was not infrequent. In 
not one case of the 218 was there suppression of urine, and the usual tests failed to detect albumen in more 
than a half dozen instances. 

On the ninth of September, Dr. Taylor (representing the State Board of Health), Dr. Sternberg and my- 
self visited the most pronounced cases in my practice and then crossed the river to Pointe-a-la-Hache. and in 
company with Dr Hebert, the resident physician saw a number of his patients. The body of And-ew Dragou 
presented no characteristic apoearances of Yellow Fever, no jaundice, no yellow conjunctival. The surfaee 
had a bluish mottled appearance. There were two little children sick inthe same house who subsequently 
recovered under quinine treatment. The boy of twelve, referred to hy Dr. Sternberg, whose urine contained 
the greatest quantity of albumen, and who ‘‘ was dressed and sitting up,’’ and had the ‘ glistening eyes,”’ 
mentioned in the report, never went to bed at all, and is now as well as usual [am informed by Dr. Hebert. 
That boy I would venture to say has albumen ever present in his urine. It was very patent to every one of 
the party that Dr. Sternberg came with the evident intention of finding Yellow Fever, and failing in that, his 
mission would not have been accomplished. It is singular that while dwelling long and lovingly upon every 
symptom that might be utilized in forming a Yellow Fever diagnosis, he omits all mention of the fact that of 
three sick children in the family of Pierre Hingle at Pointe-a-la-Hache, two were sick of a similar fever in 
1878, as stated by Dr. Hebert. 

The same thing has occurred in my practice this season. It will doubtless be remembered that there was 
a sudden lowering of the temperature on the ninth of September. Before starting on our ride that morning 
Dr. Sternberg observed that ‘if the disease was Yellow Fever the change in temperature would prove disas- 
trous tomany of the sick.”’ Our visit demonstrated that none of them were unpleasantly atiected by it, yet he 
omits all mention of that in his report. 

Had he devoted less attention to ‘‘Beranger-Ferand” and ‘‘Blair,” and more to the practical observation 
of the fever, he doubtless would not have fallen into so unfortunate an error. He writes, ‘“‘I have not seen 
during either visit any case which alone would enable me to make a positive diagnosis of Yellow Fever, but 
from a consideration of all the cases seen by me during my two visits, and of the facts relating to the origin and 
progress of the epidemic, I cannot doubt that this fever is the mild type of Yellow Fever which has been de- 
ascribed,” etc.. and then proceeds to quote “Blair.” He cites Dr. Wilkinson, Sr.. as having “made an unquali- 
fied diagnosis of Yellow Fever;” yet he also says: ‘‘In the practice of Dr. Wilkinson, on the west bank of the 
river and just above Dr. Hays, no cases of the same fever has occurred. 

When Dr. Wilkinson visited the Giordano children, September 1, in consultation with Dr. Hebert and 
myself, he then coincided with us in the opinion that it was malarial fever. Thenceforward he saw no more of 
my pattents until the twenty-sixth when he visited in consultation, a young colored man, about 18 years old 
in the unper part of Point Michel. That patient died the morning of the twenty-cighth, with congestion’ of 
the brain. He vomited some blood at 2 a. m. the twenty-sixth before Dr. Wilkinson saw him. He never 
vomited afterwards, had no suppression, no albumen. Dr.-Wilkinson never teld me that he thought that a 
case of Yellow Fever. i 

That was another specimen of the fever that Dr. Sternberg says ‘‘is chiefly characterized by the mild- 
ness of its course, and the absence of distresring symptoms,” which; however, caused intense sufiering, con- 
gestions, and finally destroyed the life of the patient, just as thongh it had been a “high grade of m larial 
fever. with a tendency to local congestions and hemorrhages.”’ 

The fever yields to quinine or cinchonidia. On his first visit Dr. Sternberg suggested that a few cases 
be treated experimentally without quinine, in order to see whether they, too, would not recover. I told him I 
had already done so, involuntarily it is true, in the case of the Giordano children (who would not take or retain 
quinine) and that three of them had died. The fever has been restricted to natives and long residents. At 
the beginning of the endemic this section was overrun by tramps of every nationality, Italians, Germans, 
Irish, Chinese, and others, seeking employment in the rice harvest. They were here temporarily, and none of 
them were sick 

Since the middle of September the coast has been lined with the luggers of the orange merchants, who 
have been busily engaged gathering oranges in the yards and around the houses where lay the sick, and where 
people haye died of the fever All their surroundings were faverable to the development of Yellow Fever. if 
its poison existed in the locality, and the foreign-born boatmen, many of them unacclimated, were the very 
material for it to feed upon, and yet none of them fell ill. When we come to consider the report published in 
the Picayune of the seventeenth inst, signed by Drs. Bemiss and Mitchell, it is well known that the former 
made no visit to the ‘‘so-called” infected locality, and it is within my own knowledge that Dr. Mitchell ap- 
peared to take but faint interest in the investigations personally. 

Both those gentlemen have evidently accepted Dr. Sternberg’s dictum in regard to the fever. It is a 
gratifying fact that. my original diagnosis of malarial fever has been sustained by Dr. J. Dickson Bruns, Dr. 
J. P. Davidson and Dr. B. F. Taylor of New Orleans, and by Dr. D. R. Fox and Dr. N. M. Hebert of this 
Parish, all physicians in active practice, familiar with the diseases incident to our southern climate, suiliciently 
accustomed to Yellow Fever as not to require fifty or sixty cases before being able to recognize the disease (as 
was done on Governor’s Island some years ago, I am told by Dr. Sternberg, and here more recently) and can 
lay claim to some experience. 

Very respectfully, GEO. A. B. HAYS, M.D. 


NEW ORLEANS, October 22. 1280. 
Dr. Joseph Jones, President of Louisiana State Board of Health : 


_ _Sir—It becomes my duty, as Quarantine Officer and Sanitary Inspector at Port Eads and the Passes of the 
Mississippi River, to report the sanitary condition of these places during the past summer months. 

_In pursuance of your instructions, in August I proceeded to Port Eads and made an examination of the 
location in reference to its topography, hygenic and sanitary condition and found the place had been built up 
on either side of the river, the land having been made artificially by the deposit of ballast of various materials 
brought by ships from foreign ports. 

In the rear of these houses, bevond the ballast fillings, there is amarsh thickly covered—so as to entirely 
exclude the sun—with grass and reeds ten to fifteen feet in height. Te whole ‘surface is completely sub- 
merged every twenty-four hours by salt-water from the tides of the Gulf. On the subsidenceof the tides, as 
before mentioned, the surface of the earth is protected from the rays of the sun. The conditions, therefore, 
necessary for the preseryation ef health would seem to be all that is required, so far as is applicale to a low, 
level, marshy country. without forest or woody undergrowth re 

The history of Port Eads, datin g back from the beginning of the Jetties by its illustrious founder, Capt. 
Phe B. Eads, corroborates this view of its sanitary condition, as fevers of all intermittent types are un- 

own. 

To malaria, therefore, as a factor in the production of fevers in this locality, can we ascribe the occur- 
rence of the epidemic, but more philosophically, to my mind, to the high temperature, pe.uhar electric and » 
general condition of the atmosphere, the same as prevailed all through the Southern States of this Union. = 
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To these influences must be ascribed the fever that began at Port Eads and the vicinity of the Passes in 
August, continuing during the month of September and a part of October, attacking the majority of the in- 
habitants, without regard to exposure, age, or condition ; females and children who were confined in the house, 
being equally subject to the disease. 

In this fever, the attack came on usually with slight chilly sensations accompanied by pain in the back, 
loins and thighs with headache. Tongue slightly coated with a yellowish fur; no redness of consequence. The 
temperature, in no case that came under my observation, exceeded 1034° F’. and generally 100° to 102° F. last: 
ing but afew hours; in my own case, only three hours. 

Discoloration of the conjunctiva, and the tissues generally were absent. The gums and buccal mem- 
branes were sometimes pale and flabby. The stomach was seldom disturbed, nor was there any tenderness on 

ressure. 
P In many cases the fever was of a single paroxysm, lasting from three to eight and ten hours; in others a 
distinct intermission in the morning. When quinine was administered upon the accession of the paroxysm, in 
doses sufticient to place the system under its influence, the patient recovered without any febrile disturbance, 
not a single death occurring. 

A general disposition to constipation was observed after the subsidence of the fever, which was easily 
controlled by mild aperients. In no case could albumen be detected in the urine. 

a few cases there were arthritic symptoms, beginning with swelling of the joints of the fingers; fol- 
lowed, about the third day, by a rash on the skin, ending with a slight desquamation of the cuticle, as is seen in 
measles, answering to the description of dengue as given by systematic writers. 

In accordance with your dispatch of the seventh of September to proceed to Point Michel, right bank, 
twenty miles above the Mississippi River Quarantine Sration, investigate and report upon the fever reported to 
Le Ue ie ap that neighborhood, I came first to the city on the 8th of September, and oext day left for Point 

ichel. 

On the steamer I met Dr. Sternberg, of the National Board of Health, who informed me that he was on 
a similar mission, having heen requested by Professor Bemiss, member of the National Board, to investigate 
and report the character of the epedemic said to be prevailing at Point Michel and the lower coast. 

In due time we arrived, and went tothe house of Dr. Hayes, in whose practice, it was reported, those 
cases had occurred ; particularly the four children who had died in the family of an Italian nam+d Giordano, 
of symptoms of Yellow Fever 

After spending the night with Dr- Hayes, and explaining the object of our mission, he very kindly 
ot isa us the next morning to visit with him every case in his practice, and investigate and examine for our- 
selves 

Accordingly we started out early and visited quite a number of houses, perhaps twenty in all and found 
in a number of them as many as three cases. In thatof Mr. Giordano, half a mile above, in whose family the 
four children died, we found one child convalescent, as wellasmy memory serves me. 

Dr. Hays had seen these children, and stited that there were no symptoms unusually manifest, more 
than he was in th< habit of observing in the fever that occurs every year in his practice, and their death cer- 
tainly was, in cGasequence of his inability to make the children take any remedies that were prescribed. 

' - We proceeded up the river ten miles, visiting patients by the way, and crossed the river at Pointe-a-la- 
Hache, opposite the court-house, after which our journey was continued to a point four miles above for the 
purpose of seeing a patient of Dr. Hebert, who was reported in a dying condition. 

On our arrival we met the Doctor, and found that his patient a young man about 17 years of age, had 
just died. Anexamination of the body, externally, revealed bluish patechide, as is usually met with in persons 
dying of fever. The gums were pale and flacid. No yellowness of the mucous membranes, or bronzed condi- 
tion of the skin, was observed. 

In this house there were two children sick in bed, and a third one not yet prostrated. Dr. Sternberg, in 
our presence, examined the urine of these children by subjecting it to boiling in a test tube and adding nitric 
acid. Not a trace of albumen was found in the urine of the children in bed. The third child, who had not yet 
fallen sick, had what appeared to bealbumen. The deposit, however, might have been mistaken for that of 
lithic acid, which often presents an appearance not unlike that of albumen. 

The next house visited was situated one mile below the court-house, where we found four children sick. 
I am not certain that the urine of these children were examined, but Dr. Hebert informed us that two of these 
cases had been attacked with Yellow Fever, and was treated by him, in the great epidemic of 1878 

Itis proper tostate that the temperature in the cases examined by Dr. Sternberg was tested by a stand- 
ard ee ere and the examination of urine made by means of boiling in a test tube, and the addition of 
nitric acid. E 

In no case was the temperature found above 104° F., if my memory serves me, and in only a single 
case so high, nor was the urine found to be albumenious, exceptin the instance before-mentioned. 

In the National Board of Health Bulletin, of the 9th inst., Dr. Sternberg savs “that cases occurred in 
the practice of Dr. Westerfield, opposite the Quarantine Station, about the first of August?” It will be re- 
membered that the infected bark Excelsior was anchored at this point for eleven days from June 24 to July 5. 

‘‘T am informed that a similar fever does prevail at Port Eads, where there are no rice fields. There is, 

- however, in this vicinity a pilots village, and a Customhouse Station, so that it isprobable that communication 
with infected vessels ocours before these vessels are subjected to fumigation, and [am also informed that com- 
munication between this point and the City of New Orleans, is unrestricted.” 

In reply to these allegations my information is to the effect that fever, as described in the preceding 
pages, did exist at Port Eads about the same time as at, or opposite the Quaran ‘ine Station. It was not trace- 

able to the Bark Excelsior, however, as no communication whatever was had with that vessel, except the taking 
on or off the bar by river pilots, who were presumed to be acclimated, and which cannot be prevented, 

In regard to unrestricted communication between Port Eads and the city by persons from infected vessels, 
I am not aware of any instances of the kind occurring, as I have endeavored by the strictest vigalance to guard 
against such communication during my official residence there. 

In reference to the diagnosis of the cases at Point Michel and the adjacent coast examined by Dr. Stern- 
berg, in the presence of Dr. Hays and myself, I stated to that gentleman at the time, that if it was a mild 
form of Yellow Fever, as he believed, then I had seen the same disease over and over again in an experience 
extending over thirty-seven years’ observation of the diseases occurring in the Valley of the Mississippi and 
its tributaries. : 

In view of all the facts as presented to my mind, I am obliged to dissent from the views entertained and 
expressed by Dr. Sternberg, and those of the report of Dr. Mitchell and Prof. Bemiss, as made to the National 
Board of Health. ‘ 

I concur, however, in the report of Drs. Bruns and Davidson. 

Very respectfully, B. F. TAYLOR. M. D. 

Quarantine and General Inspector at the Mississippi Passes, of the Board of Health. 
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